
 This year, the Watts Street youth 

tried something different.  Rather than 

attend our usual youth missions camp, 

we spent a week with Asheville 

Youth Mission Immersion.  Right off 

the bat, we noticed some major 

differences.  At camp, we are joined 

by hundreds of youth from other 

churches and we stay in comfortable 

dorm rooms on beautiful college 

campuses.  But at AYM, it was just 

our group.  And we were staying at a 

downtown church, with no 

recreational space, and sleeping on 

the floor of Sunday School 

classrooms!  On top of that, we had to 

drive 15 minutes across town to take 

showers!  We could only take 

showers at a designated time - 3:30 in 

the afternoon - and in the July heat, 

that meant we still had quite a few 

hours of sweating still ahead!  

Needless to say, this took some 

getting used to.     

 During the mornings and 

afternoons, we were divided up into 

two teams and sent out to various 

mission sites.  In some ways, the 

projects were similar to things we’ve 

done before: working in community 

gardens, sorting donated clothes, 

painting, serving meals, etc.  But a 

significant difference was the large 

number of opportunities we had to 

meet people and hear stories and learn 

from each other.  We spent time with 

some fascinating veterans at the 

Veterans Restoration Quarters.  Some 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Youth will 

share their 

reflections at the 

youth-led Service 

of Thanksgiving on 

August 12. 
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of the men there were rather 

entertaining, while others were 

clearly struggling with mental health, 

PTSD, substance abuse, loneliness, 

homelessness, etc.  At the Irene 

Wortham Center and Children First, 

we had the chance to lead activities 

and play with some precious children 

of all abilities whose families are 

living in poverty.  And at Kairos 

West, 12 Baskets Café, and Haywood 

Street Church we had the opportunity 

to interact with a large number of 

people who are experiencing 

homelessness.  Some of the 

conversations were light and 

superficial (“which flavor of popsicle 

would you like?”) but some folks 

were eager to share their personal 

stories with someone who would 

listen.  Veterans, children, and people 

who experience homelessness: these 

are folks who are often neglected in 

our society.  But the more time we 

spent with these fellow members of 

God’s family, the more our hearts 

opened up, the more comfortable we 

became with each other, and the more 

the lines were blurred between who 

was being served.         

 In the evenings, the AYM staff 

led us in conversations about 

homelessness, food insecurity, 

gentrification, racial injustice, and 

other ways the “deck is stacked.”  On 

one day, our two groups went on 

“Urban Faith Walks” where we 

learned about Asheville’s African-  

(continued on page 2) 
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American history and also about some of the logistical challenges people who are homeless face when they 

come to the city.  As the week progressed, we knew that sleeping on the floor or having to drive to get a 

shower was really nothing to complain about.   

 The theme of the week was “Abundant Life,” based on Jesus’ words in John 10:10.  Each night, we 

were encouraged to reflect on our experiences and write out statements of belief.  By the end of the week, 

we had crafted the following statement to bring home with us: 

 

We believe… 

We find the most abundance when we live with God. 

And we know that we have much to be grateful for. 

We believe… 

Some people are living with less abundance. 

Some are living more resourcefully (by necessity).  

Some are facing difficult challenges.  

Some are living with incredible patience and perseverance. 

We believe… 

It is important to share from our abundance. 

It is important to go to the source of problems. 

It is important to seek abundance for all. 

We believe… 

We need to be aware of those around us. 

We need to work for peace in the community.  

We need to share the abundant life with all. 

Kelly Sasser 

Minister with Youth and Their Families 

 

  

 

Shaking Things Up at Asheville Youth Mission Immersion (continued) 

 

 

Sarah Hanchey and Kennedy Burton stain a 

footbridge for the Veterans Restoration Quarters 

in Asheville. 

 

 

 Grace McDaniel and Ethan Job wash 

dishes at 12 Baskets in Asheville. 

Richie 

Freeman 

works at 

the Lord’s 

Acre 

community 

garden in 

Asheville. 



 The week of July 14-21, our WSBC senior 

high youth and adult leaders spent a week with 

“Touching Miami with Love,” a community 

ministry in West Homestead, FL.  In a 

neighborhood with significant poverty and crime, 

TML provides after-school programming, a six-

week summer camp, youth leadership initiatives, 

parenting programs, and a source of belonging 

and hope. 

 Organizing and leading camp for 150 kids in 

the Miami heat and humidity was 

EXHAUSTING!  Our workdays were from 

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. followed by cooking 

supper, cleaning up, and then furiously 

preparing for the next day.  No rest for the 

weary! 

 If you’re ever going to take on such a 

demanding enterprise, the team you want is 

the Watts Street youth!  They absolutely rose 

to the challenge: leading silly songs, dances, 

and games at Opening Celebration, sharing 

stories and worship songs at Devo, 

conducting experiments and leading math 

games at STEM, organizing recreation and 

fun at Fitness, and leading all kinds of craft 

activities at Art.  In addition, our youth 

shared lots of love, energy,  

patience, and individual attention  

with the TML kids. 

 The TML kids love, love, love dancing to the 

song, “Church Clap” - and they expected us 

to learn it, too! 

 Of all the activities we planned, the “God’s 

Eye” craft with yarn and popsicle sticks was 

hands-down the biggest hit.  Who would’ve 

thunk?   

 Some of the best interactions happen when 

people don’t speak the same language but 

communicate anyway.  Or when people from 

different cultures and backgrounds find 

common ground in rap music!  Or when the 

kid that drives you crazy ends up being the 

kid with whom you make the best 

connection. 

 Our focus on “Peacemaking” (adapted from 

this year’s WSBC VBS theme) took on a 

whole new meaning as we worked with 

children who are exposed to a significant 

amount of violence in their community.  It 

may be hard for some of the children to 

reconcile the verse “Blessed are the 

Peacemakers” with messages they get at 

home (“If someone hits you, you hit them 

back twice as hard”).  But our hope and 

prayer is that the words of Jesus, Martin 

Luther King, Desmond Tutu, Gandhi,  

(continued on page 4) 

 

 

 

   
   
  

 

Some Thoughts from “Touching Miami with Love” 
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Kyle Nichols shares a Bible 

story at Opening 

Celebration at Touching 

Miami with Love. 
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Mahlala, Oscar Romero and the VBS songs, 

“Be a Sower”, “Peace Like a River”, and 

“Prayer for Peace”, will be like seeds of 

peace that grow and grow.          

 A significant part of our ministry this week 

was offering support and respite for the TML 

staff.  Working at TML is very demanding 

and “compassion fatigue” is real.  We know 

how exhausted we were after only one week 

and so we pray for the TML staff to be filled 

with renewed energy, joy, and purpose as 

they serve with this challenging but vitally 

important ministry. 

 It was good to be a small part of a bigger 

ministry.  TML has spent years building 

relationships with the community and is very 

much respected.  As we were told, “many 

children do not remember the individual 

volunteers, but they do remember the ‘TML 

people’”.  It was an honor to be “TML 

people” for a week!   

Kelly Sasser 

Minister with Youth and Their Families 

 
 
 

Some Thoughts from “Touching Miami with Love” (continued) 

 

 

Nick Chotas leads a STEM activity with 

first graders at Touching Miami with 

Love. 

 

Senior high youth and adult leaders at Touching Miami with Love 



 The August Minute for Missions 

partner is Senior PharmAssist.  On 

August 19, Jim Drennan and Mitch 

Heflin will share Senior 

PharmAssist's mission to promote 

healthier living for Durham seniors 

by helping them obtain and better 

manage needed medications, and by 

 Help assemble and pack meals at 

Meals on Wheels of Durham.  Meet at 

WSBC at 8:00 a.m.  We carpool from 

the Urban Avenue parking lot to the 

MOW facility at 2522 Ross Road.  
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Missions Committee:  2017-2018 Missions Committee Members include: Greg Palmer, Chair, 

Elizabeth Forshay, Clark Godfrey, David Heist, Laura Lee, Allyn Meredith, Amy Rublein, Amy Sauls, 

Joy Turner, and April Walton.  Please feel free to contact any of the members for more information 

about Watts Street’s Missions. 
 

Page 5 

August Minute for Mission 

providing health education, Medicare 

insurance counseling, community 

referral and advocacy.  Learn more 

about the services offered and 

volunteer opportunities at 

seniorpharmassist.org.  M4M checks 

may be made to WSBC with Senior 

PharmAssist in the memo line. 

   
 
  

  

 
 

  
   
  

 

Meals on Wheels Tuesday, September 18  

 
We’ll return by 10:30 a.m.  All ages 

are welcome! Please RSVP to Bob 

Kruhm (rkruhm@nc.rr.com) or call 

the church office to sign up. 
 
  

  

 
 

  
   
  

 

Opportunities 

to volunteer! 

Friends of CAN Campaign 

 Why are Jeanne and I contributors to the Friends of Durham CAN Campaign?  We know we can 

help create change we can see in our community by donating to the Friends of CAN Campaign.   

Durham CAN is actively working to accomplish goals on affordable housing, jobs, access to 

opportunities for immigrant families, and criminal justice.  

  This year, three community organizers were hired to help Durham CAN increase its financial 

capacity and recruit additional congregations, associations and neighborhoods.  Durham CAN 

members have successfully lobbied for affordable housing on city and county owned properties – using 

only member dues and private donations to achieve support from public officials. 

  You can donate to the Friends of CAN Campaign by clicking on the Durham CAN website at  

www.durhamcan.org.  For each new donor who signs up for the Friends of CAN Campaign, Durham 

Can will receive a match of $100 up to $6,000.  Watts Streeters have already contributed $900 toward 

our 2018 goal of $2,000.  Your participation and support is greatly appreciated.  

Bob Kruhm 

Durham CAN Liaison 
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A Story from Stella:  Never underestimate your power to make a change 

 
 One sultry Tuesday afternoon, June 19 to 

be exact, Gin Jackson, Urban Ministries of 

Durham’s (UMD) Community Engagement 

Director made an urgent email plea to 25 

supporters: “Urgent! We need your help!  

School is out, the demand is huge and UMD’s 

food pantry shelves are dangerously low.” 

 One of the people receiving that email was 

David Heist, WSBC liaison to Urban 

Ministries, who in turn forwarded it to Watts 

Streeters who participate in preparing and 

serving dinner at Urban Ministries once each 

month.  Stella Smith was one of those people. 

 Stella had just finished radiation therapy 

for her second round of breast cancer in five 

years.  “This round hit me pretty hard, and I 

was feeling bad, and also pretty useless.”     

But Stella decided to reach out to six  

neighborhoods, forwarding Urban Ministries’ 

plea for help.   And what a response from 

those six neighborhoods and the wider Durham 

community!  Urban Ministries posted the results 

on Facebook – on Stella’s birthday:   

 
“It's no surprise, the outpouring of support was 

swift and decisive from our wonderful 

Durham community!  Thanks to over 110 

donors, the pantry is now teeming with 

11,704.2 pounds of food - that's 5.9 TONS!  

AND more food is arriving every day.  AND 

the more than $10,000 in unexpected financial 

donations will go a long way in keeping the 

pantry stocked.  So THANK YOU        

DURHAM!” 

 

 And Stella’s response?  She posted to those 

same neighborhood list serves, saying, “Thank 

you all from the bottom of my heart!  Never 

underestimate your power to make a change, for 

to help one person is to start a ripple effect that 

can change that life, your life, your community, 

and hopefully, our nation!” 

 
   
  

 

 WSBC is joining with Northside Baptist 

Church in Walltown to form a new 

Reconciliation and Reentry (R&R) team.  Watts 

Street has had several R&R teams over the 

years and is excited to have this opportunity to 

connect with our neighbors to work in the 

community.  The Reconciliation and Reentry 

program is sponsored by the Religious 

Coalition for a Non-Violent Durham (RCND) 

which describes the program as a “one-year 

covenant partnership between individuals 

recently released from prison and 

congregational faith teams of 5 to 8 members to 

help the offender and the Durham community 

reconnect and restore wholeness to one 

another."  

 The new team, co-led by Maggie Chotas 

from WSBC and Annette Love from Northside 

Baptist Church, will help with finding a job, 

housing, and support of all kinds, including 

moral and spiritual support, and friendship and 

acceptance.  RCND will provide training and 

contact with a person returning to Durham.   

Time commitment is 1 to 1.5 hours every other 

week and promises to be very rewarding in so 

many ways.  Please contact Maggie Chotas if 

you are interested in joining this ministry.  

 For more information about RCND and the 

Reconciliation and Reentry partnership, go to 

https://nonviolentdurham.org/practices/reentry/, 

or contact Maggie Chotas with questions. 

Maggie Chotas 

maggiechotas@gmail.com  

(919)801-4748 
   
  

 

New Reconciliation and Reentry Team Forming 
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 July/August Mission Baskets 

Please leave items in the baskets in the 

Fellowship Hall or the Side Vestibule 

Contact David Heist (david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-8367) 

 

 

 

Help teachers at Merrick-Moore Elementary 
School supply their classes with: 

  

Kleenex 

Hand sanitizer 

Dry erase markers 

Small dry erase boards 

Highlighters 

Clorox wipes 

Crayola markers 

Crayola colored pencils 

Ticonderoga #2 pencils 

Scissors (child sized) 

Glue sticks 

Clear packing tape 

Ziploc bags (sandwich size) 

Band-aids 
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Poor People’s March  

each other and so much to do as we seek to 

move forward.  Rev. Barber and Rev. Theoharis 

have also done a wonderful job of including 

people from the First Nations, many living on 

reservations, to join in and have their own 

chapters in the Poor People's Campaign 

separate from the states where they technically 

reside.  It was an extraordinarily moving 

experience to be gathered with so many.  We 

recognize that we have many differences and 

that is a strength and not a liability.  

 Following the rally, we gathered to march 

to the U.S. Capital building in the streets to 

deliver a list of the demands of the Poor 

People's Campaign to our nation's lawmakers. 

And we are urged that this is not the end - this 

is the beginning.  We must continue to fight 

those things that perpetuate systemic racism 

and systemic poverty.  We must fight to take 

care of this earth where we live.  We must fight 

for a fair wage and worker's rights.  We must 

fight for justice everywhere. 

 I encourage you to find more information 

about the Poor People’s Campaign at 

www.poorpeoplescampaign.org or follow this 

important movement for our times on Facebook 

or Twitter. 

Amy Armstrong 

Peace and Reconciliation 

amy.armstrong@gmail.com 

 
   
 

 

 On Saturday, June 23, 2018, a small group 

of Watts Streeters found ourselves in 

Washington, DC, participating in a rally and 

march with the National Poor People's 

Campaign.  Ralph and Emily McCoy, Rachel 

Sauls, Amy Armstrong, Joy Turner and Alysa 

Turner all traveled to DC to participate in this 

important rally for this day and time. 

 This campaign was originally launched by 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1967.  It 

was revived in recent years under the leadership 

of Rev. Dr. William Barber, II, and Rev. Dr. Liz 

Theoharis.  Under their leadership, states have 

formed local chapters of the Poor People's 

Campaign and participated in various actions in 

response to injustice in state and national 

laws.  As we gathered with hundreds of others 

from all around the country in late June, it was 

reminiscent of the march led by Martin Luther 

King in Washington, marching for many of the 

same rights.   

 The rally consisted of speakers divided to 

speak on the five main themes of the Poor 

People's Campaign.  We were reminded of the 

issues of Systemic Racism, Systemic Poverty, 

Ecological Devastation, War Economy and 

Labor Justice.  Speakers came from all over the 

country to tell their stories and urge us to action.  

For four of the five areas we heard a story of 

someone impacted in this area, then a call to 

action for justice on their behalf.  The leaders of 

this movement have worked hard to bring us 

together instead of falling prey to the efforts to 

divide us.  Rev. Barber reminded us that it is 

important that we stay together - not divided by 

the color of our skin or our religious beliefs or 

based on who we love or who we are or the 

amount of money in our bank accounts.  We 

must come together to seek justice for all.  One 

of the moving moments for me early in the rally 

was a time when religious leaders from a wide 

variety of religions stood together to offer an 

opening prayer speaking from key texts of other 

religions or historical documents.  It was a 

reminder that we all have so much to learn from 
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Public’s Input Sought On Affordable Housing 

 
demonstrates that our biggest gap is for 

affordable housing for those at less than 30% 

AMI vs 60% and 80% AMI that we also need, 

but not as urgently.  In a conversation after the 

meeting, Pleil said, “So any time we are 

discussing affordable housing in Durham, we 

must also advocate that a portion of the 

affordable housing being built is for those at the 

lowest income levels, and we must include 

multi-bedroom homes for families with children 

as well, who at times seem to be overlooked.” 

  County officials held public hearings in late 

July and early August of 2018 to gather input on 

plans to build affordable housing on two county-

owned parking lots in the 300 and 500 blocks of 

East Main Street. The proposals include light 

commercial space, such as a day care or 

preschool, and parking.  Those who were not 

able to attend one of the meetings can find more 

information and give feedback at 

https://bit.ly/2uz6Sd0.   Pleil says she personally 

believes option B is better for our community 

than option A because it includes more 

affordable housing.  Option B includes 216 

affordable units for families with income less 

than 60 percent AMI and 50 units for households 

with incomes less than 30 percent AMI.  

Housing is also allocated for families making 80 

percent AMI and 90 to 100 percent AMI. 

  The Coalition for Affordable Housing and 

Transit meets the third Monday of each month at 

noon at First Presbyterian Church, 305 E. Main 

St.  The next meeting is on August 20 and will 

include a report on affordable housing efforts in 

Wake County.  The September 17 meeting will 

focus on evictions in Durham, and the October 

15 meeting will be a housing developers 

roundtable discussion. 

 For more information about affordable 

housing, go to the Durham CAN website at 

http://www.durhamcan.org or contact Stuart 

Wells at stuart.wells@duke.edu. 

 

 
   
 

 
 

 Durham County agencies and nonprofit 

groups continue the fight to end homelessness. 

Members of the Coalition for Affordable 

Housing and Transit met in mid-July to focus on 

better understanding the intersection of 

affordable housing and homelessness in 

Durham. 

  As reported by The Triangle Tribune 

(www.triangletribune.com/news), the coalition 

is advocating for affordable housing at 60 

percent Area Median Income (AMI) and below 

in as much of Durham as possible. 

  Catherine Pleil, Director of Special Projects 

at Families Moving Forward, presented an 

overview of homelessness in Durham and 

available services at the July meeting. The 

leading causes of homelessness are poverty, 

affordable housing shortages, a lack of health 

care insurance, and domestic violence.  Citing a 

fact sheet by the Durham Department of 

Community Development, Pleil showed that 

over 16 percent of the county’s population - 

about 48,000 people - live below the federal 

poverty level, and 25 percent of Durham’s 

children are poor. 

  More than 33,000 renter households in 

North Carolina Congressional District 1, which 

includes part of Durham, and over 30,000 renter 

households in District 4, which includes parts of 

Durham, Raleigh, Chapel Hill, Carrboro, and 

Hillsborough, spend more than 50 percent of 

their income on housing.  Earlier this year 

during his “State of the City” address, Durham 

Mayor Steve Schewel reported that 15,000 

Durham households are severely housing-

burdened, meaning they are paying more than 

50 percent of their income on housing.  He 

also noted gentrification as an obstacle to 

affordable housing. 

  Pleil said that while we need affordable 

housing at all levels, the Durham data 
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supporter of OWM, you will be 

among the first to learn what the 

new name is.  We will count on 

you to help us to spread the word 

throughout the community! 

 AND - On September 14, the 

annual OWM Fairly Local event 

will be held at the store, from 

5:00 – 9:00 p.m.  OWM will be 

open for shopping and there will 

be live music, food trucks, and 

raffles.  All are welcome! 

 One World Market (OWM) 

was founded at WSBC twenty-six 

years ago with Watts Street 

member Jan Williams helping to 

lead the charge.   The store is 

currently located on Ninth Street 

and continues its tradition as a 

non-profit fair-trade store 

Paula Januzzi-Godfrey 

Chair, Board of Directors 

One World Market 

januzzip@gmail.com 
  

 

 

 One World Market (OWM) has 

some exciting news to share with 

WSBC!  Last year, OWM held its 

25th Anniversary Breakfast in the 

WSBC fellowship hall.  It was such 

a success and so well received that 

we decided to have another Friends 

of One World Market Breakfast at 

WSBC this past April.  The net 

proceeds from the breakfast this 

year were $11,120.89!  This 

includes over $8,000 in donations, 

plus an additional $3,000 from 

Friends of One World Market 

pledges.  Friends of One World 

Market is a monthly/annual 

donation program where donors 

make a pledge to contribute a set 

amount every month or year.  If you 

are interested in joining the list of 

donors, please see Katie or Brandy 

at the store or ask Paula Januzzi-

Godfrey to tell you more about 

joining other fair-trade supporters.  

We are grateful that many of the 

existing donors are WSBC 

members.   

     In other big news from OWM, 

the board and staff are in the 

process of changing the name of 

One World Market.  There are 

several reasons for doing this, 

including the fact that so many 

people confuse the store with the 

retail chain called World Market.  

Some WSBC members have been 

participating in this exciting name 

change process, but the new name 

will not be revealed until closer to 

the beginning of 2019.  Since 

WSBC has always been such a great 

One World Market Update 

 

 

Staff and Board of OWM including WSBC members Steve Booth, 

Rebeca Olmeda, Paula Januzzi-Godfrey, and Jan Williams (back 

center to right). 
 

September 14, the 

annual OWM Fairly 

Local event will be held 

at the store! 
 


