
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 19, 2018 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

AUGUST 19, 2018 

THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

     Minute for Mission: Senior PharmAssist 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Hail, This Brightest Day of Days” .................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: Give thanks to God! 

People: We thank God for joy, for laughter, for abundant blessings of every kind. 

Minister:  Give thanks to God at all times and for everything! 

People: We thank God, when we can and as we can, for struggles, for solitude, for 

fears. 

Minister: Give thanks to God at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

People: We thank God that, in Christ, our joys as well as our pain, our losses as 

well as our laughter, are in God's heart and hands. 

*Hymn 6: “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” .............................. MIT FREUDEN ZART 

DEDICATING A CHILD AMONG US  

Promises (see insert) 

Preschoolers/Kindergartners leave for Chapel and Second Hour Ministry. 

 

____________________________________________________ 

* If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.  



PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  Let us come before the One who offers the Bread of Life, the promise of 

redemption, and the grace of forgiveness.  We offer our prayers of confession, 

first in silence.  

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  All-knowing God, we are your children, but so often we turn 

away from your wisdom and walk in our own ways. We live carelessly and squander 

sacred time. We can be foolish and fail to understand your will. Purge us from evil 

and fill us with your Spirit. Clear our minds from clutter that we may discern what is 

right and walk in your ways. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Epistle: Ephesians 5:15-20 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon: “Dear…..” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: Generous God, as you provide for us each day, nourish and strengthen us in 

faith and faithfulness, 

People:  So that we may share your grace in a hungry world; through Jesus Christ, the 

Bread of Life.   

Receiving Gifts 

Special Music: “For Those Tears I Died” .................................................Marsha J. Stevens 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



*Prayer of Dedication 

Sounding the Call: Second Hour Ministry 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation  

*Hymn 251: “O Holy Spirit, Root of Life” (see note below) ............. PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Offertoire in A” .......................................................... Nicolas-Antoine LeBègue 
 

 

 

 
 

Hymn 251: Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179), whose writings inspired this hymn, was a 

composer and poet, a writer on scientific, medical, and theological subjects, an abbess, a 

visionary prophet, and a saint of the Roman Catholic Church.  Poet Jean Janzen found in 

Hildegard’s imagery the vitality and all-encompassing life of all things, Eternal Vigor, Saving 

One, Holy Wisdom, Soaring with God “above, below, and through the world.”  Hildegard wrote 

that she felt like a “feather on the breath of God.”  In this hymn, we are awakened with the 

movement of God’s wings and long to be encompassed in those “wings unfurled . . . above, 

below, and through the world.” 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 
CHURCH STAFF: Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their 

Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara 

Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 



DEDICATING A CHILD AMONG US — PROMISES 

Minister: We come today to present to the church and to dedicate her to God.  

Valerie and Kyle, in presenting your child for this holy purpose, do you 

promise, in dependence upon God’s grace and with the help of the 

church, to teach her the gifts of the Christian faith, and by prayer, word, 

and example to bring her up in the nurture, love and instruction of Jesus?  

Do you promise to uphold her as she learns to live in and embrace the 

mystery and beauty of life? 

Parents: We affirm that our child is made in the image of God and is a child of 
God by creation.  We make these promises to her this day with God’s 
help. 

Minister: As family of faith in this place, do you promise your love, care, and 

example to support and strengthen this family in keeping their promises? 

Congregation:  We acknowledge God’s abounding love already at work and pledge 

ourselves in covenant with God and her family to nurture her into the 

fullness of life.  We covenant to surround them with God’s love for the 

strengthening of their life together; to be for them a family in Christ 

whose love for them cannot be broken.  We accept Mavis into our loving 

care for shared responsibility in her growth toward fullness of life in 

Christ.  We will tell her the good news of Christ that she may know 

herself loved of God and freely give of herself in love to others. 

The Promises of the Children 

Minister:  Do you promise to be a friend? 

Children:  We promise. 

Minister:  If she needs directions, will you show her the way?  

Children:  We promise. 

Minister:  If she falls down, will you help pick her up? 

Children:  We promise. 

Minister:  Will you play with and share with her the stories of Jesus?  

Children:  We promise. 

Dedication 

People sing: Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so. 

 Little ones to him belong.  They are weak, but he is strong. 

 Yes, Jesus loves me….The Bible tells me so. 


