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immediate needs, contributing to the 

work that Urban Ministries does to 

help people find longer-term solutions 

to basic needs. 

 

David Heist and the Serving Shift: 

 Once the food is prepared, the 

serving shift arrives at 6:00 p.m.  

Ideally six people staff the serving 

line, so we can keep the line supplied 

as we serve each item.  We use a 

signup sheet on the church’s website 

to ensure we have enough volunteers.  

Our first task is to prepare “late 

plates” for those whose work shifts 

prevent them from arriving in time for 

the meal.  These 20 to 30 plates are 

kept warm for the workers to eat later.  

When the serving line opens, we 

begin with a prayer of thanks.  First 

through the line are participants in 

Urban Ministries’ rehabilitation 

programs (who also work in the 

kitchen washing trays, pots and 

pans).   They are followed by families 

with young children, disabled folks, 

then those in the main line.  

 There are those in the line we 

recognize as they come through 

month after month, but also lots of 

new faces.  We only have time for a 

brief interaction, but our hope is that 

by fulfilling this one need in their 

day, we give them a chance to focus 

on other concerns.  It is a humbling 

experience that we hope you will join 

us in one day. 

Greg Palmer and David Heist 

 

 

 The Sojourner's Sunday School 

Class, along with other friends, has 

been preparing and serving dinner at 

Urban Ministries on the third 

Thursday of each month for over 15 

years.  Each month, it takes 14 

volunteers serving in two shifts to 

prepare and serve the meal. 

 

Greg Palmer and the Prep Shift: 

 I normally lead the prep crew 

which makes casseroles, green salad, 

fruit salad, desserts, and a drink.  We 

bring all of our own food supplies, 

which fill two car trunks and then 

some:   

10 cans of tomato sauce (108 

ounces each) 

 8 cans of pineapple 

 10 lbs. of cheese 

 25 lbs. of frozen vegetables 

 24 heads of lettuce 

 5 lbs. of spinach 

 2 bags of broccoli 

 15 lbs. of bananas  

 1 gallon of salad dressing 

 6 bags of rolls.   

On top of that, in the days before the 

dinner, our volunteers cook and bake:  

 10 lbs. of dry pinto beans 

 10 lbs. of pasta 

 10 cakes   

 It takes a lot of food to feed 200-

225 people, and we do it at a cost of 

about $1.10 per person.  While the 

work we are doing does not solve 

larger issues of poverty or 

homelessness, it does fulfill 
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2018 Gathering of Alliance of Baptists 
[Fran Langstaff represented WSBC at the 2018 Gathering of 

Alliance of Baptists.  This article is written from her perspective.] 

 

 
 

 

 I attended workshops on Creation 

Care and the Local Church and 

Intersection of Racial, Gender and 

Environmental Justice.  Both were well 

attended and interesting but I did not 

receive as much practical guidance as I 

had expected from the one on Creation 

Care.  Ann Tamariz, with her recent 

focus and push here at Watts Street, 

inspired me to attend this workshop.  

The workshop on Intersection of Racial, 

Gender and Environmental Justice was 

mostly attended by female pastors and 

was so lively and interesting.  Every 

meeting and workshop made me think 

about things, and in ways, that I had not 

before.  

 An interesting event that we had not 

previously enjoyed was the Baptist Beer 

Garden.  It was held in a lovely garden 

area at the church, which they had 

delightfully decorated, with live music 

and very good beer from a local craft 

brewery.     

 As an aside, many attendees asked 

me about Dorisanne Cooper, Diane Hill 

and Bill Salyers.  In the Justice in 

Palestine & Israel community luncheon, 

there were also inquiries about Ralph 

and Emily McCoy.   

 The 2019 Annual Gathering will be 

held at Calvary Church in downtown 

Washington, DC, the last weekend in 

April.   I hope we can have a good group 

from Watts Street at that gathering.  I 

know you will enjoy it and come away 

feeling uplifted and that there is work 

that you, personally, need to be doing.   
   
  
   
  

 

 Earth: Beloved Community was the 

theme of the 2018 Gathering of Alliance 

of Baptists, held April 26-29 at 

Harmony Creek Church in Kettering, 

Ohio.  As always, this was a great 

gathering of good, active people who try 

to make a difference in our world 

through Christian thought, work and 

prayer.  Always in the spirit of 

furthering the Kingdom of God, 

wherever we are and however we can. 

 Harmony Creek Church was a lovely 

place to hold our meeting and their staff 

and members were tremendous hosts 

providing nurture, care, good food, and 

great directions.  I readily admit that at 

my age, I was unable to attend every 

program on the calendar.  The ones I did 

attend were extremely interesting and 

well done.  I understand from others that 

I missed some really outstanding 

preaching and Bible study.   

 Bible Study and Interdisciplinary 

Panel were led by Ched Myers, a well-

known activist theologian.  Panel 

discussions were very enlightening and 

participatory, focusing on our theme of 

the Earth and how we connect to it, 

hopefully, with social and environmental 

justice.   

 The Justice in Palestine and Israel 

community luncheon was extremely 

well attended, and we had a lively 

discussion.   With all that is going on at 

the present time between these two 

countries and the stance taken by the 

present administration in Washington, it 

is vital that we continue to raise our 

voice in support of Palestine and work 

toward peace in the area.   

“…a great 

gathering of good, 

active people who 

try to make a 

difference in our 

world …” 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Help women reentering after incarceration by 

donating items from this list: 

Socks (colorful, low athletic)  Body wash, unscented 

Full-size toothpaste    Lip balm 

Toothbrushes     Tissues 

Deodorant 

 

Mission Baskets 
Contact David Heist (david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-8367)

Compassion in Action 

Missions Committee:  2017-2018 Missions Committee Members include: Greg Palmer, Chair, 

Elizabeth Forshay, Clark Godfrey, David Heist, Laura Lee, Allyn Meredith, Amy Rublein, Amy Sauls, 

Joy Turner, and April Walton.  Please feel free to contact any of the members for more information 

about Watts Street’s Missions. 
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Musings from the Murdoch Center 

 

The Watts Street Youth Service/Learning crew that gathered 

at the Murdoch Center on May 2 included  (front l to r) O.C. 

Groves, Emily Holloway, Aria Oliver and (back l to r) Kelly 

Sasser, Richie Freeman, Adam Tatum, Nick Chotas, Karin 

Oliver.  
 

 

 On May 2, our Wednesday night 

Youth Service/Learning crew led the 

chapel service at the Murdoch 

Developmental Center in Butner.  High 

school senior, Emily Holloway, planned 

and led the service.  Emily chose to 

focus on the theme of "stars", based on 

Psalm 8:3-4 and Psalm 147:1-5.  We 

sang a number of songs, including, 

"He's Got the Whole World in His 

Hands" (with a verse about "The Stars 

in the Sky"), the youth group song 

"Starry Night", and the wonderful 

hymn, "How Great Thou Art." . Emily 

shared with residents and staff that, 

"just as God made all the stars and calls 

them by name, God also made each of 

us and loves us all very much."  At the 

end of the service, we passed out star 

stickers to all the residents and staff to 

remind them that they are precious in 

God’s sight.  

  After the service, we reflected on 

our experiences.  There are always 

many interesting sights (and sounds!) at 

the Murdoch Center.  We thought about 

the challenges of living and working at 

a state-run developmental center.  There 

is some joy but also some sadness and 

weariness in this place.  Emily shared, 

"I think it is important to go to 

Murdoch so we can connect with 

people who don't get to go to church 

every Sunday."  It always feels 

meaningful to go to Murdoch Center 

and spend time with people of all 

abilities…fellow “stars” in God’s great 

gallery!     

 
 

 

June Minute for Mission  

 
 On June 10, we welcome back Brandon Hudson as he shares information about Urban Hope, our June 

Minute for Missions Partner.  At Urban Hope Summer Camp, youth of the Walltown neighborhood 

establish new and deeper relationships with peers and adults, gain valuable knowledge and skills relevant 

to their lives, and learn how to make meaningful contributions to their community.  The six-week day 

camp develops youth in eight core areas: spiritual formation, academic enrichment, leadership 

development, entrepreneurship and financial literacy, civic and community engagement, health and 

recreation, science and technology, and cultural arts.   In addition to offering financial support, WSBC 

volunteers have assisted with summer camp activities such as providing dinner for the camp leaders and 

lunches for the campers.  Learn more about Urban Hope at www.urbanhope.us.  Checks may be made to 

WSBC with Urban Hope in the memo line.  
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Peace and Reconciliation – Opportunities! 

  The Peace and Reconciliation Mission Group had identified an number of opportunities to participate 

in events calling attention to social injustice. Watts Street members are invited to review the 

opportunities below and participate as they feel called.  For further information, contact the person 

associated with each event or Gordon Whitaker at whitakergordon@gmail.com. 

 

Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival 

 One of the campaigns that has caught the eye of the Peace and Reconciliation Mission Group this 

spring is the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival. This is a national movement 

with local chapters in several states around the nation.  Led by North Carolina’s own Rev. Dr. William 

Barber II and Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis, it aims to embody a movement envisioned by Rev. Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. before his assassination in 1968. You can learn more at www.poorpeoplescampaign.org. 

The Peace and Reconciliation Mission Group has signed on endorsing this campaign in hopes of 

continuing to seek justice, peace and reconciliation in our world.  This is specifically focused on 40 days 

of Moral Action from May 13th - June 23rd.  Locally we can participate by attending rallies in Raleigh, 

paying attention to the issues highlighted, and voting in each and every election.  Some members of 

Peace and Rec as well as others in the congregation have already participated in events in Raleigh.  Keep 

an eye out for announcements in the Watts Street Weekly about upcoming opportunities to join this 

important call to a moral revival in our country.  Contact:  Amy Armstrong, amy.armstrong@gmail.com. 

 

Ready the Ground: Nonviolence Training for Congregations 

 Ready the Ground: Nonviolence Training for Congregations will be held at the Nehemiah Christian 

Center, 514 N. Mangum St., from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 9th. In light of recent events 

in Charlottesville and the potential for similar situations to arise in Durham, local clergy have organized 

a training for congregations with the purpose of “promoting and maintaining non-violent witness in 

contentious contexts from public rallies to interpersonal conflict.”  Dorisanne Cooper attended the 

training for clergy in May, and we would love to have a team of Watts Streeters who would leave the 

training for congregations empowered to engage in nonviolent public action and equipped with the tools 

necessary to do so. 

 This training provides an excellent opportunity to learn how to respond, participate, and lead the way 

in nonviolent public action, while also offering an opportunity to connect with and learn from members 

of other local congregations.  The training involves a variety of interactive components which 

incorporate education and practice.  Participants will leave with the ability to clearly define and articulate 

personal boundaries in situations involving varying degrees of risk, a fuller understanding of nonviolent 

public action, and knowledge of the historical and modern context of this strategy. 

 The training is free, and lunch will be provided.  To RSVP, please send an email to 

heather@dukememorial.org.  For more information, contact Rachel Sauls at (919)407-9336  or 

rachel.sauls29@gmail.com.  We would love to have you there! 

 

Restorative Justice Durham  

 Restorative Justice Durham (RJ Durham) is a project of the Religious Coalition for a Non-violent 

Durham (RCND).  A collaboration to develop community, volunteer, and institutional support for 

restorative justice practices in Durham’s criminal justice system, we work alongside volunteers, 

 
(continued on page 6) 
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community partners, and criminal justice practitioners as we seek a restorative justice process that 

repairs the harm of crime and restores the relationships—both individual and collective—that were hurt 

by wrongdoing. 

 The restorative justice process brings together the person harmed and the person who caused the 

harm, alongside their supporters, family, and community members.  It then creates intentional space to 

talk about the incident, and to come to agreement on how the person who caused harm can take 

responsibility for their actions.  The framework for the restorative justice process rests in our most basic 

values of honesty, integrity, compassion, and responsibility.  Our restorative justice practice in Durham 

is in partnership with the Durham County Criminal Justice Resource Center’s Misdemeanor Diversion 

Program (MDP), and the Durham District Attorney’s office. 

 RJ Durham continues to welcome and train new volunteers! There are RJ Durham Orientation 

sessions held generally once a month.  Please contact us if you would like to participate in an 

Orientation.  We also invite you to monthly Talking Circles on each third Wednesday morning from 

10:00 – 11:30 a.m. or Thursday evening from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. at Calvary United Methodist Church (304 

E. Trinity Ave, Durham, NC 27701).  These circles offer our RJ Durham volunteers a space for 

reflection and support.   

 Circles and Orientations are conducted by experienced RJ practitioners and are open to all.  For 

questions or more information, go to https://nonviolentdurham.org/practices/restorative-justice/  or 

contact Kacey Reynolds Schedler at restorativejusticedurham@gmail.com.  

 

Boycott to Help Migrant Farm Laborers 

 In an effort to support migrant farm laborers, WSBC Peace and Reconciliation Committee has 

endorsed a boycott of Reynolds America’s key new tobacco-using product VUSE e-cigarettes.  The 

boycott, sponsored by the Farm Labor Organizing Committee (FLOC), was started to improve 

conditions for the migrant laborers who work in tobacco fields for Reynolds American Inc. and other 

major tobacco buyers.  Tom Harris from Pilgrim UCC and the Triangle Friends of Farmworkers, 

appeared before the committee to explain the boycott.  He also provided a history of how past boycotts, 

such as the Mt. Olive pickle boycott to improve conditions of workers who picked cucumbers, have 

been successful in bringing attention to the working conditions faced by these workers. 

 Harris told the committee at its May meeting that FLOC has been trying to work with Reynolds and 

other major tobacco buyers for 10 years but they have been unwilling to improve conditions for the 

migrant laborers.  Harris said he has become convinced that the most effective way to end abuse and 

human rights violations is a collective bargaining agreement between FLOC and the North Carolina 

Grower’s Association. 

 “Faith-based delegations, including those from the NFWM (the National Farmworker Ministry, 

which is based in Raleigh), whose membership includes the Alliance of Baptists, have visited dozens of 

farm-labor camps over the past decade and seen first-hand the harsh conditions under which farm 

workers in the tobacco supply chain work, including sub-standard housing, lack of adequate provisions 

to ameliorate the harmful effects of pesticide exposure and nicotine poisoning, instances of wage theft 

and children working in tobacco fields,”  Harris said in his written presentation to the committee.  Some 

of the nationwide boycotts are being held in Durham.  For more information, visit Triangle Friends of 

Farmworkers Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/trianglefriendsoffarmworkers/ or contact 

Kathy Pitman, kathy.pitman95@gmail.com.  

 

Peace and Reconciliation – Opportunities! (continued from p. 5) 

 ( 
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Ending Gerrymandering in NC 

Dr. Rogers presented alternative 

ways in which districts might be drawn 

fairly.  She said, “The NC League of 

Women Voters recommends that North 

Carolina establish an independent 

commission with redistricting processes 

and standards that promote fair and 

effective representation for all citizens.” 

More information about ending 

gerrymandering is available at 

www.LWVNC.org.  The League of 

Women Voters is a nonpartisan political 

organization encouraging informed and 

active participation in government.  It 

influences public policy through 

education and advocacy.  Dr. Rogers 

retired from the NC Community College 

System as Vice-President for 

Administration.  She is a leader of the 

League of Women Voters at local, state, 

and national levels. 

Gordon Whitaker 

Peace and Reconciliation Liaison 

 
 

  

 
 

  
   
  

 

 The Peace and Reconciliation 

Mission Group partnered with Beth El 

Synagogue to host a program on 

nonpartisan legislative redistricting on 

May 3 at WSBC.  Dr. Brenda Rogers of 

the League of Women Voters presented 

information on gerrymandering and ways 

to end it. 

Dr. Rogers explained how 

legislatures can draw electoral district 

boundaries to favor one party, creating 

“safe” seats and winning considerably 

more seats than the proportion of the vote 

their candidates receive.  In recent years, 

the League of Women Voters has joined 

law suits alleging that the North Carolina 

General Assembly has done just that, 

restricting the rights of voters to elect 

representatives of their choice in both the 

state legislature and the US House of 

Representatives.  

Examining Racial Inequality 
 

 often taken for granted but that have 

devastating impacts on our nation’s most 

marginalized populations.  

  REI offers additional training for 

those who want to understand how 

racism is organized and ways to disrupt 

its powerful influence in our lives.  

Information about follow-up workshops 

in our area is available at https:// 

www.oaralliance.org/schedule/. 

Gordon Whitaker 

Peace and Reconciliation Liaison 

 
 

  

 
 

  
   
  

 

More than 200 people attended 

Racial Equity Institute’s (REI) 

Groundwater Workshop exploring racial 

inequality.  The workshop was held at 

Carolina Friends School on April 21.  

  Watts Street Baptist Church joined 

with Carolina Friends School, Duke 

School, Durham’s Shambhala Center and 

Organizing Against Racism (OAR 

Durham) to sponsor the event. 

Participants examined how race pervades 

life in the United States in ways that are 

Followup 

workshops to 

come! 

More information 

at 

www.LWVNC.org 

Update on Gaza:  In 2014, Watts Street raised enough money to put in two desalination units in United 

Nations schools in Gaza.   This link - https://youtu.be/qob6QGrmXrs - takes you to a video that explains 

The Maia Project that provides these units under the auspices of the Middle East Children’s Alliance. 
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Watts Streeters Participate in Durham CAN 

Listening Sessions 
  

 
affordable housing, child care, 

employer practices and the criminal 

justice system.  Job training, youth 

counseling and employment 

opportunities for people with 

disabilities were also identified as 

barriers. 

  Later this summer, Watts Street 

will be invited to bring a delegation 

to an internal assembly to prioritize 

the focus of the next community-

based campaign.  Stay tuned for an 

announcement of the date and time 

of this event. 

Bob Kruhm 

Durham CAN Liaison 

  
 
 

  
   
  

 

 In January, Durham CAN launched 

its 2018 jobs and listening session 

campaign to receive feedback from over 

one-thousand Durham County citizens 

represented by member congregations, 

associations and neighborhoods. Watts 

Street Baptist Church facilitated 12 

group conversations in February, March 

and April.  A total of 113 church 

members participated in the listening 

sessions. 

  Watts Streeters identified several 

barriers to jobs, living wage and 

employment in Durham.  Most 

responses were related to transportation, 

Durham CAN and NCCLO Delegates Assembly 

 

 

 
 

  
   
  

 

 Fourteen Watts Street members attended the Delegates Assembly held in support of Durham CAN 

(Congregations, Associations, Neighborhoods) and the NC Congress of Latino Organizations 

(NCCLO) on May 6 at Duke Memorial United Methodist Church.  The event included a public 

dialogue with the two candidates for Durham County Sheriff and eight candidates for the Durham 

County School Board.  Topics addressed were the relationship with law enforcement, the critical need 

to hire bilingual personnel at Durham Public Schools, and school safety.  Only one candidate 

answered “No” to the questions posed by the NCCLO.  Sheriff Andrews refused to stop collaboration 

between the Durham Sheriff’s Department and Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).  For 

further information on the Delegates Assembly, go to www.heraldsun.com/news/local/counties/ 

durham-county/article210596544.html.  

Bob Kruhm 

CAN Liaison 

 

Watts Street 

facilitated 12 group 

conversations with 

113 members 

Meals on Wheels Day - Tuesday, June 12 
  

 The WSBC Missions Committee and Senior Adult Coordinating Council announce another 

opportunity for Watts Street to help assemble and pack meals at Meals on Wheels of Durham. The next 

MOW packing event is Tuesday, June 12 from 8:00 -10:30 a.m.  All ages are welcome to 

participate.  We will carpool from the Urban Avenue parking lot to the MOW facility at 2522 Ross 

Road.  Please RSVP to Bob Kruhm at rkruhm@nc.rr.com or call the church office to sign up. 
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FMF Is Growing! 

 
Carolina Hurricanes GOAL 

grant will make possible new 

children’s programs and 

renovation of the children’s 

playground. 

3) Through two other partnerships  

and a grant, FMF is offering 

computer sessions and a 

parenting workshop for the 

guest families.  Each family 

participating in the computer 

sessions will receive a laptop, 

free Wi-Fi and computer 

support through the Kramden 

Institute. 

  WSBC’s next opportunities to 

team with Duke Memorial and 

Shepherd House United Methodist 

churches to provide meals and 

support at FMF will be July 23-26 

and September 17-20.  Please 

contact Stuart Wells for more 

details and to sign up. 

Stuart Wells 

WSBC Coordinator 

stuart.wells@duke.edu   
 

 Families Moving Forward 

(FMF) is growing and offering new 

opportunities for guest families and 

for volunteers!    

1) FMF is partnering with Big 

Brothers Big Sisters of the 

Triangle, and is encouraging 

Watts Street members who are 

18 or older to sign up to serve 

as match buddies for the young 

boys and girls.  There is a great 

need for male mentors.  Please 

consider making a two-hour-a-

week commitment that will 

have a tremendous impact on 

the lives of these young people. 

2) Through two different grants, 

FMF will renovate the 

administrative area and 

transform it into a larger area 

that will be specifically 

designated as the children’s 

playroom, a counseling office, 

and an assessment room.  This 

project should begin by early 

summer.  In addition, a 

Dementia Support Services 

 for those with dementia.  An 

excellent handout is available on 

the healthcare table located in the 

WS second floor hallway.   The 

Senior Adult Coordinating 

Council is planning another 

dementia workshop this fall.  All 

are welcome. 

 Several Watts Streeters and 

guests from the Durham 

community attended a morning 

program on May 8 focused on 

understanding and connecting with 

people living with dementia. 

Dementia Care Specialist Loy 

Campbell provided faith-based 

techniques and strategies to care 

 

The next FMF week 

for Watts Street 

volunteers is July 

23 – 26! 

Watch for the 

dementia 

workshop this fall   
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making financial donations 

throughout the year; instructions 

can be found on our website at 

www.projectaccessdurham.org/ 

HELP/.  If you are interested in 

serving as one of our volunteers, 

let our manager, Amy Armstrong 

know.  For questions about 

possible donations, loans or 

volunteering, you can reach us at 

help@projectaccessdurham.org or 

(919)470-7281.  Thank you for 

your continued support of this 

vital program in Durham. 

Amy Armstrong 

HELP Manager 

amy.armstrong@gmail.com 

 HELP (Health Equipment Loan 

Program) continues to florish!  We 

loaned out 75 pieces of medical 

equipment in May alone! We are 

grateful for the generous donation 

from Watts Street following the 

Minute for Missions in March, and 

we continue to ask you to help us 

in several different ways.  First, 

make sure your friends, family 

members and acquaintances know 

about HELP.  Anyone in Durham 

is eligible to borrow medical 

equipment, and, of course, we 

accept donations of equipment 

even from those outside Durham 

County.  You can also help by 

Growing! 

Watts Streeters Join HKonJ March 

  Several WSBC members were among the thousands who took to the streets of our state capital 

for a march and rally in support of Moral Mondays on a rainy Saturday in February.  

 Although the skies were stormy and may have kept many people at home, the turnout was still 

good and did not dampen the spirits of our group.  Watts Streeters joined the other marchers to share 

our hope for our state and our country.  The march was planned as part of the NC NAACP’s annual 

march for 2018.  The main focus of this year’s HKonJ Coalition (which stands for Historic 

Thousands on Jones Street) was protecting voting rights and putting an end to gerrymandering.  The 

theme was “Taking the Resistance to the Ballot Box.” 

 Many of the Watts Street marchers were there to show their support and to do their part in 

sharing the hope.  Barbara Rumer said that events such as HKonJ feed her spirit.  “They remind me 

that important issues can get lost in day-to-day life and encourage me to grab the near edge of a 

problem and do what I can to make it better.” 

 The speakers throughout the day also spoke about the importance of voting, immigration, 

gerrymandering, workers rights, and LGBTQ rights.  The main speaker was the Rev. T. Anthony 

Spearman, the new president of the NC NAACP. 

 The coalition holds an annual march usually on the second Saturday in February.  The march 

brings together people who want to take a stand against injustice and the legislative attacks on the 

people of our state. 

 

,  

 


