
 

 

LOVE 
 

. . . In the Christian sense, love is not primarily an emotion, but an 
act of the will.  When Jesus tells us to love our neighbors, he is not 
telling us to love them in the sense of responding to them with a cozy 
emotional feeling.  You can as easily produce a cozy emotional feeling 
on demand as you can a yawn or a sneeze.   

 On the contrary, he is telling us to love our neighbors in the 
sense of being willing to work for their well-being, even if it means 
sacrificing our own well-being to that end, even if it means sometimes 
just leaving them alone.   

 Thus in Jesus’ terms, we can love our neighbors without 
necessarily liking them.  In fact liking them may stand in the way of 
loving them by making us overprotective sentimentalists instead of 
reasonably honest friends. 

 This does not mean that liking may not be part of loving, only 
that it doesn’t have to be.  Sometimes liking follows on the heels of 
loving.  It is hard to work for people’s well-being very long without 
coming in the end to rather like them too. 

— Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking 
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MAY 6, 2018 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “In Thee Is Joy” ................................................................................ Marcel Dupré 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   Worship is a gift from God. 

People:   In worship, we are invited to come into the very presence of God, to be met by 

God’s grace and encircled by God’s love. 

Minister:   Worship is a promise. 

People:   In worship, we see a vision of the day yet to come, the hope of what is yet to 

be.  In this present hour, we wait for the coming kingdom. 

Minister:  Worship is demand. 

People:  In worship, God demands from us the best of our heads and our hearts.  God 

demands of us our very lives.  With gratitude and joy, promise and hope, 

commitment and dedication, let us worship the Lord our God. 

*Hymn 6: “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” .............................. MIT FREUDEN ZART 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  God’s love is steadfast, and God’s faithfulness endures from age to age.  Our 

love falters and our faithfulness waxes and wanes from day to day.  Let us 

together confess our brokenness and our need for God. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 
 

___________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand.  

No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.    



Corporate Confession:  Gracious God, we need your life-giving power in our lives and in 

our relationships.  We have hurt others and have been hurt by them.  We are often 

angry or afraid.  We are not sure when to assert our needs and when to care for 

others’ needs.  We continue to live in ways which do not lead to peace and justice.  

Forgive us, O God.  Pour your spirit of wisdom and healing upon us, that by our lives 

and our loving, we may honor you, through Jesus Christ the Risen One.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer – Esther Soud Parker 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Psalter: Psalm 98 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: John 15:9-17 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Chosen for Love” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 
Love doesn’t play it safe.  Love willingly gets involved for the sake of others.  Because love’s 

way is action, love risks being wrong.  Because love seeks to understand, love chances being 

changed, even risks losing its pat misconceptions as it walks another’s path.  Love sticks its 

neck out, way out, for others. —Walter Knight 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   When our hopes lie buried, O God, your miracle occurs. 

People:  Risen Christ, turn our amazement into giving, our doubt to belief, and our 

surprise into ministry in your name.  Amen. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “Cantate: Sing to the Lord”.............................................................. Jim Leininger 

Cantate Domino canticum novum!  Cantate Domino omnis terra!  Sing to the Lord!  

Sing a jubilant song!  Sing a new song!  O sing to the Lord, all the earth! 

 

 

 



*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Christ is alive!  Let Christians sing, Let Christendom with praises ring.  

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Christ is alive!  This be our song!  To God all praises now belong. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation to the Table and the Words of Institution 

Receiving of the Bread and the Cup 

Please remain seated to receive the bread and the cup. 

After everyone is served, we will take the bread together and likewise the cup. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation 

*Hymn 499: “When Love Is Found” ............................................................. O WALY WALY 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “In Thee Is Joy” ................................................................ Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

 

 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
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