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Here Comes the All Ages Beach Retreat!  
April 27-29, over 150 Watts Street members and friends 
travel to Fort Caswell for the annual All Ages Beach 
Retreat!  Check your email for room, food, and meal 
preparation assignments.  During our weekend together 
we’ll enjoy community time, a Saturday morning 
interactive theme focus, time on the beach, long walks, 
reading on the porches, the Saturday night Talent 
Xtravaganza, Sunday morning worship, spirited singing, 
and getting to know lots of WS people better as we work 
side by side on meals.  Please pray for this group as we 
travel and as we spend time together. 

Special Schedule on April 29 
Due to the All Ages Beach Retreat, children and youth 
Sunday School classes will not meet.  Nursery care will 
be available during the worship hour.  

Our guest preacher is Watts Street member, Samuel 
Gunter.  Samuel serves as the Director of Policy and 
Advocacy at the North Carolina Housing Coalition.  He 
grew up in Eastern Europe while his parents served as 
missionaries.  He is a graduate of the University of 
Texas at Austin and Duke Divinity School.  Samuel is 
married to Isela Gutierrez, they have one daughter, 
Luisa, and are expecting twins in September.  Special 
music on April 29 shared by Melody Zentner.  

Worship Schedule for May 
May 6  John 15:9-17, Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
May 13 Acts 1:1-11, Ascension Sunday, Guest   
   preacher 
May 20 Acts 2:1-21, Pentecost Sunday, Dorisanne  
   Cooper preaching 
May 27 Romans 8:12-17, Trinity Sunday, Dorisanne 
   Cooper preaching 

Budget/Giving Update 
On April 13 the Church Council sent a letter to let the 
congregation know about the gap between 2018 pledged 
giving and budgeted expenses. The letter asked folks to 
respond by April 30 with updates to their pledges, but 
there is still time to pledge or increase your giving! 
Please email your updates to the Financial Secretary at 
finance@wattsstreet.org or call the church office and 
leave a message for Mary Martha.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for the Spring Church Meeting 
On Sunday, May 20, join us in the fellowship hall 
following worship for the Spring Church Meeting.  We 
will introduce new members, receive the Gifts and Call 
report for 2018-19, and discuss updates about the 
transition time, budget and giving, and building repairs 
and needs. 

Lunch is provided by our youth ministry.  No 
reservations required.  Table tips and donations support 
our 2018 Youth Summer Mission Experiences.  Prepare 
to be amazed by the level of service.  

Note about Transition  
On Tuesday, April 17, the staff ministers sent an email 
to the congregation to check in at the beginning of these 
transition days.  We wanted to thank you for the amazing 
ways you helped celebrate Diane and bless her on this 
new journey into which she has moved.  (See photos 
from the celebration and a note from Diane on page 4).  
We wanted you to know a little more about our plan for 
responding to pastoral care needs, a little about our 
schedules and we wanted to answer the question many of 
you have asked: “How can we help?”  We are so grateful 
for the ways that you model what it means to be church 
together.  We are grateful for the ways you understand 
that church is what we all create together—the ways we 
reach out to and encourage one another, the ways we risk 
relationship with one another, the ways we respond 
together to the world around us.  The church is present 
when two or three of us gather and when 200 of us 
gather and we are grateful to be on this road with you.  
Please do be in touch with Dorisanne, Kelly or Esther if 
there are needs you want us to be aware of.  And in the 
meantime, know that our prayer these days includes that 
most important Watts Street phrase: “Thank God you are 
here!” 

mailto:finance@wattsstreet.org
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Wednesday Night Suppers  
The supper line opens at 5:30.  Cost: $7 for adults, $3 
for children age 3 – 5th grade; family cap of $24.  
Please make reservations in the Friendship Register, or 
with the church office by Monday morning.  Childcare 
provided upon request.  Children’s Music Ministry and 
Youth Service Learning follow supper.  Adult May 
Wednesday night opportunities are as follows: 

• May 2 & 9 Dorisanne’s Israel/Palestine Stories 

• May 16 End of Year Children’s Music 
 Celebration – all ages 

May 16 marks the final Wednesday night supper of the 
spring.  Watch for information on other gathering 
opportunities and on plans for the fall.  

 
 
 
 
Out & About, May 12  
Anne and Jim Drennan will host our potluck supper at 
their house at 6:30 this month.  All are welcome at this 
gathering of WSBC's LGBTQ members and their 
friends.  Bring food and drink to share. If you have 
questions, call Gordon (919-918-3658).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer Special Music!   
If you sing, play the piano or other instrument and 
would like to share your talent with us this summer, 
please consider signing up for special music.  The dates 
run from June 24th to August 5th.  We can 
accommodate two pieces each service.  There is a 
signup sheet on the bulletin board in the Choir room 
upstairs.  You can also contact Melody Zentner at 
mjzent1955@gmail.com.  Please sign up by June 
3rd.  

Flowers are needed in the Sanctuary  
Each Sunday except the first Sunday of the month.  
May 27 is available.  Sign up for a Sunday on the wall 
calendar in the receptionist’s office and fill out a slip 
with the information for the WS Weekly.  Call Sanders 
Florist to order your floral arrangement (919-286-
1288). 

Eat Dessert First 
Three Eat Dessert First events 
are planned in the next few 
months following Sunday 
worship.  Enjoy cookies and 
lemonade, along with time for conversation.  Make 
connections with new folks and strengthen existing 
friendships.  Thanks to our deacons for sponsoring 
these events.  The dates chosen for these events:  June 
3, July 15 and August 26.  

 
 
 
 
 
Baptist Gatherings, 2018 
Are you interested in connecting with like-minded 
Baptists across the state, the nation, and around the 
world?  Watts Street is affiliated with the Alliance of 
Baptists, American Baptists, and Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship.  Here are the dates for key meetings during 
the coming year.   

Alliance of Baptists Annual Gathering, April 26-29, 
Harmony Creek Church, Dayton OH.  https://
www.allianceofbaptists.org/calendar/event/annual-
gathering-2018-dayton-ohio 

CBF General Assembly, June 11-15, Hyatt Regency, 
Dallas TX.  http://www.cbf.net/general-assembly/ 

ABCOTS Area III annual meeting, TBA (October)  
https://www.abcots.org/meetings-events 

Note: American Baptists meet biennially. The next 
ABC missions summit will be in 2019. 

Our church can assist with the expense of attending any 
of these events. Contact the Denominational Relations 
Committee:  Dave Connelly, drpconnelly@gmail.com. 

Graduating Senior in Your Family? 
If someone in your immediate family is graduating this 
Spring with a graduate or undergraduate degree, please 
send the information to the church office 
(sherrill@wattsstreet.org) for inclusion in the May 
WattsLine.  Include the student’s name, the degree and 
the institution.  

WSBC Fall Bazaar – Not Too Early to Prep! 
Mark your calendars for the 41st annual Watts Street 
Fall Bazaar on Saturday, November 3.  If you are able 
to sew, make handmade craft items, donate artwork or 
photography, bake cakes or other sweet treats, or work 
the concession stand, we’d love to have your support.  
It’s not too early to start your preparations!  Contact 
Steve Ritz or Kelly Sasser with questions.  Proceeds 
support the Good Shepherd Window restoration and our 
Youth Summer Mission Experiences.  

 

Reaching In 

mailto:mjzent1955@gmail.com
https://www.allianceofbaptists.org/calendar/event/annual-gathering-2018-dayton-ohio
https://www.allianceofbaptists.org/calendar/event/annual-gathering-2018-dayton-ohio
https://www.allianceofbaptists.org/calendar/event/annual-gathering-2018-dayton-ohio
http://www.cbf.net/general-assembly/
https://www.abcots.org/meetings-events
mailto:sherrill@wattsstreet.org
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May/June Mission Baskets - Hope Bag 
Initiative 
The Interfaith Prison Ministry for Women (IPMW) 
provides reentry Hope Bags to approximately 300 
women per year being released from prison.  Providing 
these essentials of daily living allows the women to 
focus on rebuilding their lives.  We will be collecting 
socks (they request colorful, low athletic type), full size 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, unscented body 
wash, and lip balm for the IPMW to use in their bags.  
Please leave your donations in the mission baskets in the 
side foyer near the sanctuary or in the Fellowship Hall.  
Contact David Heist (david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-
8367) with questions.  

May Minute for Mission 
On May 13, we welcome Sandi 
Kronick to share information 
about our Minute for Missions 
partner, SEEDS.  SEEDS is a 
two-acre urban garden and 
kitchen classroom in the heart of 
Durham.  SEEDS develops the 
capacity of young people to 
respect life, the earth, and each other through growing, 
cooking, and sharing food.  Checks may be made to 
WSBC with SEEDS in the memo.  

“Seeing White” Sunday School Series 
The Missions Committee is sponsoring an elective 
Sunday School series for those interested in exploring 
the history of race and power in the United States.  The 
series, led by April Walton and Paula Januzzi-Godfrey 
in the Chapel starting at 9:45 a.m., will draw 
conversation from the podcast, Seeing White.  Although 
it is not necessary to listen to the full episode, for the 
first class, we encourage participants to listen to 
“Turning the Lens” (part 1).  Here is a link to the 
podcast (tune in from your smart phone or computer): 
http://podcast.cdsporch.org/seeing-white/.   For 
questions or to join the class email group, contact Allyn 
Meredith: 919-259-4414; allyn.meredith@gmail.com or, 
find us on Facebook: WSBC Compassion in Action.  

 
 

 
 
Ending Gerrymandering in NC 
The League of Women Voters will present information 
on nonpartisan legislative redistricting 7 p.m., May 3, at 
Watts Street Baptist Church.  The program is cohosted 
by Beth El Synagogue.  LWV leader Brenda Rogers will 
discuss creating fair maps for electing legislators.  All 
are welcome!  Use the door from the Urban Ave. 
parking lot.  

Support Durham Latino Community 
Watts Street pledged ten people from our congregation 
to attend a public dialogue of the Latino community 
with Durham County sheriff and school board 
candidates.  At the March meeting of Durham CAN, 
delegates agreed to support the North Carolina Congress 
of Latino Organizations event at Duke Memorial United 
Methodist Church, 504 West Chapel Hill Street, 
Sunday, May 6, 3:30 to 5 pm.  The Latino organization 
is seeking equality in access to quality education for 
immigrants and to decriminalize the treatment of 
immigrants.  Contact Kelly Sasser  (919-688-1366) or 
Bob Kruhm (919-544-3719) if you plan to participate.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fresh Food for a Good Cause! 
Do you believe that fresh food should be available to 
everyone? Do you also want fresh food for you and your 
family? Farmer Foodshare is partnering with Reality 
Ministries to offer you a box of locally grown fresh food 
every 2 weeks, plus recipes and tips. Sign up for 
Community Food Share by emailing Katy 
at katy@farmerfoodshare.org.  Questions? Contact Cari 
Furiness.  

Reaching Out 

mailto:david.heist@gmail.com
http://podcast.cdsporch.org/seeing-white/
mailto:allyn.meredith@gmail.com
mailto:katy@farmerfoodshare.org
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Gratitude from Diane 
 

Dear Watts Street Family: 

I shall never forget the events of April 14 and 15!  You’ve given me many rich gifts over the years, and the events 
of these two days are among the most memorable.  Many, many thanks. 

I said I wanted lots of laughter on Saturday, and you heard me!  Many thanks to all who put time and energy into 
creating the radio program and the meal that followed in the fellowship hall.  What a clever and creative group!  
Extra thanks to the planning group who coordinated the many contributions for this event:  Jim Arges, Debra 
Freeman, Linda Landers, Amy Rublein, Esther Soud Parker, and Kelly Sasser.  The Lutz rocking chair, the Good 
Shepherd puzzle, the quilt, the two volumes of love notes, the Michael Podesta print from the staff, and the very 
generous love offering from you all are cherished tangible reminders of your love and gratitude.  And I’ve continued 
to chuckle over the “funeral home” fans! 

The service on Sunday had many highs for me, including the bells, the choirs, James the light bearer, and coming 
face-to-face with each of you as I once again offered you the gift of “His body, given for you,” and God’s blessings 
for the children. 

I love you all and will pray for you as you discover the new gifts of the days and weeks ahead. 

Love and prayers, 

Diane 

 



Page 5 April 2018 

 

Tuesday, May 1 
 7:00 p.m. Church Council 
 7:00 p.m. Buildings & Grounds Committee 
Wednesday, May 2 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee: Strangers in Good 

Company 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:05 p.m. Rhythm & Coos 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Music and Worship Labs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: Dorisanne’s Israel/Palestine Trip 

Report 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, May 3 
 7:00 p.m. LWV-Legislative Redistricting 
Sunday, May 6 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Pop-up Parent Gathering 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group 
Monday, May 7 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Adult Education Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, May 8 
 10:15 a.m. Living with Dementia 
 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee 
Wednesday, May 9 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:05 p.m. Rhythm & Coos 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Music & Worship Labs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: Dorisanne’s Israel/Palestine Trip 

Report 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, May 10 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
 4:00 p.m. WSBC Garden Club 
 7:00 p.m. IT Committee 
Sunday, May 13 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Guest Preacher 
 12:15 p.m. Worship and Music Committee 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group 
  

Monday, May 14 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Personnel Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Youth Education Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, May 15 
 11:00 a.m. Senior Adult Coordinating Council 
 12:00 p.m. Book Club: In the Garden of Beasts 
 7:00 p.m. Deacons 
Wednesday, May 16 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Music Celebration 
 6:30 p.m. Supper 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, May 17 
 7:00 p.m. CRJP-Restorative Justice Circle process 
Sunday, May 20 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Spring Church Meeting/Lunch 
 2:00 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group 
Monday, May 21 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Denominational Relations 
 7:00 p.m. Peace & Reconciliation Mission Group 
 7:00 p.m. Treasurers 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, May 22 
 8:00 a.m. WSBC Garden Club 
 7:00 p.m. Church Council 
Wednesday, May 23 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, May 24 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
Sunday, May 27 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
Monday, May 28—Memorial Day 

Holiday— Church Office Closed 
Wednesday, May 30 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Calendar 
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Lest We Forget:  Understanding, 
Communication and Connecting with People 
Living with Dementia 
Loy Campbell, Occupational Therapist at Life Path 
Home Health (Hospice of AlamanceCaswell), will join 
us on Tuesday, May 8, 10:15 to noon, for a conversation 
on this important topic.  Because a sandwich lunch will 
be available following the conversation, please make 
reservations with the church office by Friday, May 4.  
Offered by the Senior Adult Coordinating Council, and 
open to all.   

First Wednesday Movie Matinee 
Wednesday, May 2 
1 p.m. in Room 102   
Movie Matinees are offered by the Senior Adult 
Coordinating Council and open to all.  Enjoy the movie, 
along with popcorn and soda, as well as time with your 

friends!  This month, we enjoy Strangers in Good 
Company, a 1990 film about a busload of women who 
reflect on their lives after becoming stranded in an 
isolated part of Canada.  

Senior Adult Coordinating Council 
Tuesday, May 15 
11 a.m. – 12 p.m. in Room 102 
All are welcome to join this group in making plans for 
the Watts Street ministry with senior adults.  For more 
information, contact Kelly Sasser. 

Noon Book Club 
Tuesday, May 15 
12 p.m. in the Church Library 
The book for May is In the Garden of 
Beasts by Eric Larson.  Emily McCoy (919-489-0483, 
mccoy6320@gmail.com) serves as coordinator.  Drop-
ins are always welcomed to this lively conversation! 

Men’s Breakfast 
Thursdays, May 10 and 24 
7:15 a.m. at Elmo’s Diner 
Contact Dick Chorley (919-286-1645, 
rchorley@nc.rr.com) with questions. 

The Art of Aging Gracefully 
Thursdays, May 10 and 24 
10:30 a.m. in Room 115 
David May (919-493-2289) serves as coordinator. 

Adult Ministry News 

Sunday Ministry Volunteers 
May 6 
Greeters: Emily Joiner, Karoline Johnson & Zac Barker 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig,  

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Dawn Eberhard, Open, Open 
Toddlers: Karen Barber, Katie King, Georgia Chotas 
Preschool II: Wanda Burton-Crutchfield, Adam King, Open 
Preschool III: Maggie Chotas, Judi Powell, Nick Chotas 
Lock up: Steve Booth & Tim Cline 
Sound System: David Tatum 
May 13 
Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Pat Revels 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig, 

Michelle Roach, Steve Ross 
Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Michelle Roach, Kacey Reynolds 

Schedler, Open 
Toddlers: Brian or Jenny Barrier, Emily Joiner, Kate Patillo 
Preschool II: Billy Price, Open, Max Husack 
Preschool III: Scott Job, Ted McDaniel, Philip Patillo 
Lock up: Joe Gary 
Sound System: Eva Irmy 
 

 
May 20 
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Maggie Chotas, Joe Gary, 

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Amy Armstrong 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, John Rublein, Tina Ward, 

Aria Oliver 
Toddlers: Melissa Harrell, Open, Evelyn Ritz 
Preschool II: Ashlee or Brian Crews, Joy Turner, Open 
Preschool III: Amy Rublein, Elizabeth Sasser, Henry Mitchell 
Lock up: Mack Wilkins 
Sound System: Mike Killam 
May 27 
Greeters: David Goodman, Lisa & David Rhoades 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Robb Damman, Bob Hellwig,  

Steve Ross, Ann Stickel 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Anne Claire Broughton, Amy Sauls, 

Emily Holloway 
Toddlers: Kristi Giemza, Samuel Gunter, Hannah Sauls 
Preschool II: Matt Hanchey, Allyn Meredith, Sarah Hanchey 
Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Open, Richie Freeman 
Lock up: Alan Williams 
Sound System: Logan Wilkins 

mailto:mccoy6320@gmail.com
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Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast 
On Sunday, June 3, the Children’s Education Ministry 
committee will host a Children’s Volunteer Appreciation 
Breakfast.  All Children’s Sunday School teachers, 
Second Hour Volunteers, and Children’s Music 
Volunteers are welcome to stop by the Fellowship Hall 
anytime between 8:45 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. for breakfast.  
We thank God for your leadership with our children!  

Dayspring 
Our summer Sunday School, Dayspring, begins June 24.  
Children’s classes are combined in the summer with the 
theme God’s Creation from the Shine curriculum.  It 
takes many volunteers to teach our children over the 
summer months.  If you would like to volunteer in the 
classroom a few Sundays as a shepherd or a lead teacher 
please contact Elizabeth Sasser or Esther Soud Parker or 
sign up on line at http://bit.ly/WSBCsummer. 

Second Hour Ministry 
Do you like to read to children? Rock babies?  Sing Jesus 
Loves Me?  Push children in the swings?  We have 
openings in our Second Hour Ministry for the summer 
and the 2018/2019 church year.  Join us as we nurture 
our youngest each week during worship.  Contact Esther 
Soud Parker to volunteer.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Vacation Bible School – June 17-21 
Let peace begin with me.  Welcome to Peace Lab, from 
MennoMedia, where children discover God's way of 
peace! From learning how to resolve conflicts to figuring 
out ways to help others, this year’s interactive Vacation 
Bible School helps children learn how to be 
peacemakers. We will focus on five Bible stories leading 
children on an awesome adventure through the Bible, 
equipping them to follow Jesus as compassionate 
peacemakers.  Children, 3 years to 5th graders, are 
invited to participate in VBS, Monday through Thursday,  
9 a.m. to noon. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2018 PASSPORTkids Camp Deposits due now!  
July 7-10, our 3rd – 5th graders are attending 
PASSPORTkids summer camp with church friends.  The 
camp is at Converse College in Spartanburg, SC. 

The 2018 camp theme is ENOUGH.  [Jesus] said to me, 
“My grace is enough for you, because power is made 
perfect in weakness.” - 2 Corinthians 12:9a (CEB) 
Enough means “as much or as many as required.”  It is a 
word we use when we are tired, full, or when the job is 
complete.  We’ll explore the big idea that God is enough 
for whatever comes our way.  We’ll discuss how God’s 
plan is that there is enough for everyone; and how as 
followers of Christ we can use our voices to say, 
“Enough already!” when we see injustice and inequity in 
this world.  Check out this website for a short video 
about the theme: http://passportcamps.org/camp-theme/. 

Children’s Fall Retreat 
September 14-16 
Camp Willow Run, Littleton, NC  
Children in 3rd – 5th grades are invited to a weekend at 
Lake Gaston to explore Bible stories, participate in 
worship, create fun crafts, play games, swim, fish, canoe, 
gaga ball, etc.  We even sleep in train cars!  Registration 
begins June 3.    Please contact Esther to reserve your 
child’s spot for this fun retreat!  

 
 
 
 
 
Save the Date 
June 17-21  Vacation Bible School – Peace Lab 
July 7-10  PASSPORTkids Camp,  
Sept. 14-16 Camp Willow Run (3rd-5th graders) 
 

A more detailed 2018 Children’s Ministry Calendar is 
online at www.wattsstreet.org 

Children’s Ministry News 

http://bit.ly/WSBCsummer
http://passportcamps.org/camp-theme/
http://www.wattsstreet.org
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Youth Service/Learning at Murdoch Center 
On Wednesday, May 2, we’re leading the chapel service 
for the residents and staff at the Murdoch Center in 
Butner.  Special thanks to Emily Holloway for planning 
this service.  We’ll leave WSBC by 6 p.m. and return by 
8:15 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring Church Lunch Fund-raiser 
The Youth Ministry is serving the meal at the Spring 
Church Meeting on May 20.  Youth, if you can serve on 
the wait staff, please contact Kelly.  Parents, we need 
your help with food prep, serving, and clean-up.  Check 
your email soon for an online sign-up page.  Tips and 
donations from the lunch go to support our 2018 Youth 
Summer Mission Experiences. 

Asheville Youth Mission Immersion 
Service/Learning camp for grades 6-12 
July 1-6 
Team Meeting: Wednesday, May 9, at 6:15 p.m. 

Touching Miami with Love 
Urban Missions Experience for grades 9-12 
July 14-21 
Team Meeting: Sunday, May 21, at 7:15 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, June 3 is Graduate Sunday! 
High school seniors, we would like to honor you with a 
special recognition during the morning worship service!  
Please bring your cap and gown and meet in the chapel 
at 10:45 a.m.  After the service, we’ll go out to lunch and 
celebrate!  Your families are invited to come, too!  
Congratulations on your accomplishments!  We are very 
proud of you! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Your Calendars for “The Wattsies”! 
All youth, parents, and youth ministry volunteers are 
cordially invited to the umpteenth annual Wattsie 
Awards/End of the Year Youth Ministry Celebration on 
Sunday, June 3!  The party runs from 5 to 7 p.m. with 
supper included.  Join us for a preview of our Summer 
2018 activities, presentations of “Wattsie” awards, and a 
special tribute to the Class of 2018!      

 

Youth Ministry News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Host the Youth? 
On Sunday nights during the summer, our youth 
group goes on tour!  Each week we have youth 
group in the home of a different church 
member.  If you’d be willing to host us one 
night, please let Kelly know.  We meet from 5 
to7 p.m. with a light supper included.  Open 
dates are: June 10, June 17, June 24, July 8, July 
22, July 29, and August 5. 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH   --   “Every Member a Minister” 
CHURCH STAFF 

Sue Alexander Assistant Secretary 
Tom Bloom Organist 
Dorisanne Cooper Senior Minister 
Sherrill Figuera  Office Manager 
Mary Elizabeth Hanchey Director of Children’s Music Ministries 
Esther Soud Parker Minister with Children and Their Families 
Kelly Sasser Minister with Youth and Their Families 
Bobby Sturdivant Custodian 
Cara Valenti Youth Choir Director 
Melody Zentner Director of Music Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church 

800 Watts Street 

Durham, NC  27701 

Phone: 919-688-1366 

Fax: 919-688-7255 

E-mail:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

WattsLine:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

Website:  www.wattsstreet.org 

NEXT WattsLine 
JUNE 

ARTICLES DUE BY 
MAY 15 

Mailing Address Label 1 
Mailing Address Label 2 

Mailing Label Address 3 

From Dorisanne Cooper 

Over three Sunday evenings this Spring, about 65 Watts Streeters gathered in small circles in Room 102, sharing 
their stories and listening to one another respond to three different speakers.  Our work in these conversations was and is to 
get a hold of the right path for Watts Street when it comes to our denominational partnerships.  On the third week we 
published some informational sheets about the different groups with whom we affiliate.  But information, though helpful, 
wasn’t quite enough.  One thing that we’ve consistently heard is a desire not just to better understand what a Baptist 
denominational relationship even is, but what the ways are that we as a church interact with those we have, so that we can 
better understand what decisions around these bodies even involves.  Many in our church grew up in traditions other than 
Baptist.  And even those from a Baptist tradition had vastly different experiences and strains of what those were like.  So it 
makes sense that as we go through this process, we have to get a handle on what it is we’re deciding at all.   

Because it didn’t take very long in the circles of conversation to realize that not everyone speaks with the same voice 
and perspective about this, even about how they would describe what it is that we’re deciding.  And that’s important to name 
because we need to hear this from each other—what this conversation and decision looks like to each of us.  Because part of 
what our conversations are doing is shaping who we are and how we are going to navigate who we are in response to 
complicated situations.  To be clear, it’s not complicated to ask whether we are all right with some of our members 
experiencing the pain of discrimination.  We are decidedly not.  This conversation is not about what level of discrimination is 
all right or how much pain is tolerable for our LGBTQ members.  The question is what we will do in response when the 
Baptist family causes pain; how we will continue to shape this community to be a place of love and acceptance and how we 
seek to be a part of God’s work in the world as part of the church universal.  Those are big questions.  We have answered 
them in certain ways before and it’s time to discern how we will answer them now.  Because they deserve deep and abiding 
answers.  Some people gravitate to more of a systems approach to finding those answers, some tend toward a personal 
approach, some want to know facts, others how those around them are feeling.  But all of us need to find what we’re called to 
when it comes to being a presence of transformation in the world and we need to discern that as a church community in these 
days.  All of us need to wrestle with what we think our response should be when some of our members are denied full 
acceptance and leadership.  What will our response be as we, the community of Watts Street Baptist Church, look to the next 
level of what it means to be welcoming and affirming followers of Christ without distinction?  What will it mean to the 
Baptist world we’re a part of to have our presence or not?  What will it mean to us to connect to the wider church’s work and 
how will we do that?   

In the coming weeks we’ll be sending out some observations from these conversations, more of the information 
that’s been requested, and how we’re making plans to complete this process.  But here’s a spoiler alert from my 
perspective—the question that is at the heart of this conversation is “How are we going to love?”  “How are we going to love 
each other?  How are we going to love our neighbors?  How are we going to love God?”  At least that was a question I heard 
arise again and again in our circles.  And hearing it gave me hope—that as hard as it can be to get very practical in our 
answers to those questions, we know it is something we are called to do.  So, in the coming weeks, as we keep doing the 
work of church and people of faith—worshipping, learning and teaching, marching and protesting, singing, caring, engaging 
at the margins of society, praying, and yes, even having fun together—we will also continue to spend the time exploring how 
we will live God’s love in all its challenging and comforting ways.  And I just have this hunch, it will bring us new life. 


