
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

25% of CROP 

Walk funds raised 

stays in Durham to 

support twelve 

hunger fighting 

agencies. 

 

 Volume 9, Issue 2 

April  2018 

 

CROP Hunger Walk 2018!  

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  
 
Faith Connections on 
Mental Illness 2 
 
Reconciliation and Reentry 2 
 
Mission Baskets 3 
 
Flower Ministry 4 
 
My Community Experience 5 
 
Durham Can Listening  6 
 
Groundwater Workshop to 
Explore Racial Inequity 6 
 
WS CIA on Facebook 6 
 
Seeing White 7 
 
Rebound 8 
 
Families Moving Forward 8 

Ministries Durham, Changing a 

Generation Outreach, Families 

Moving Forward, Food Bank of 

Central and Eastern NC, Meals on 

Wheels, and more.  Watts Street 

Baptist Church raised over $3,500 

this year!  Huge thanks to Lily 

Lehman, Karoline Johnson, and Clark 

Godfrey for organizing Watts Street's 

involvement in this year's CROP 

Walk and helping coordinate a 

fantastic turn out.  You can still 

pledge online at crophungerwalk.org/ 

durhamnc/Team/View/57811/Watts-

Street-Baptist-Church until April 

25th.  For more information about 

this year’s Crop Walk, go to 

durhamcropwalk.org.  

   

  

   
 
  

  

 
 

  
   
  

 

 Thirty-eight Watts Streeters and 

their friends participated in the forty-

fourth Durham CROP Hunger Walk 

on Sunday, March 25th.  Walkers 

walked more than four miles in 

beautiful spring weather from Watts 

Street to the Duke Chapel and back. 

This is a distance similar to that 

walked to collect water in many 

developing regions. The group met 

with hundreds of other Durhamites 

gathered at Duke Chapel, raising 

money to alleviate hunger globally 

and locally.  Money raised is split; 

75% goes to Church World Service 

and 25% stays in Durham County to 

support twelve hunger fighting 

agencies in Durham including Urban 
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Thirty-eight Watts Streeters joined forces to raise over $3,500 for the 

forty-fourth Durham CROP Hunger Walk. 

 

 



 

 

 WSBC is joining with Northside 

Baptist Church in Walltown to form a 

new Reconciliation and Reentry (R&R) 

team.  Watts Street has had several 

R&R teams over the years and is 

excited to have this opportunity to 

connect with our neighbors to work in 

the community.  The Reconciliation and 

Reentry program is sponsored by the 

Religious Coalition for a Non-Violent 

Durham (RCND) which describes the 

program as a “one-year covenant 

partnership between individuals 

recently released from prison and 

congregational faith teams of 5-8 

members to help the offender and the 

Durham community reconnect and 

restore wholeness to one another."  

 The new team, led by Maggie 

Chotas and Annette Love, will help 

with finding a job, housing, and support 
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Faith Connections on Mental Illness  

) 

 

focus on addiction, depression in 

the elderly, and mental health resources 

available in the community.  The 

conference will also explore ways faith 

communities can advocate for and 

support families and individuals living 

with mental illness.  Learn more about 

the conference and how to register at 

www.faithconnectionsonmentalillness. 

org/annual-conference.html and/or 

contact Dan Winn at (404)849-9118 or 

dannwinn@yahoo.com. 
   
  
   
  

 

 Faith Connections on Mental Illness 

(FCOMI) works with all faith 

communities to advocate for and to 

support and educate individuals and 

families who are living with mental 

illness.  On April 13, FCOMI will hold 

its annual conference, “Cultivating 

Mental Health: Hope and Healing,” at 

St. Thomas More Catholic Church, 940 

Carmichael St., in Chapel Hill.  This 

day-long, interfaith conference will 

of all kinds, including moral and 

spiritual support, and friendship and 

acceptance.  RCND will provide 

training and contact with a person 

returning to Durham.   Time 

commitment is 1- 1.5 hours every 

other week and promises to be very 

rewarding in so many ways.  A 

training session is scheduled for 

Saturday, April 21, from 9:00 a.m. to 

1:00 p.m. (location to be determined).  

Mark your calendar and plan to come!  

You’ll be glad you did!   

 For more information about 

RCND and the Reconciliation and 

Reentry partnership, go to 

https://nonviolentdurham.org/practices

/reentry/, or contact Maggie Chotas 

with questions. 

Maggie Chotas 

maggiechotas@gmail.com  

(919)801-4748 
   
  

 

New Reconciliation and Reentry Team Forming 

 

“…opportunity 

to connect with 

our neighbors to 

work in the 

community.”  

 

 

“…advocate for 

…suppport… 

educate indivduals 

and families…” 



  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Compassion in Action 

Missions Committee:  2017-2018 Missions Committee Members include: Greg Palmer, Chair, 

Elizabeth Forshay, Clark Godfrey, David Heist, Laura Lee, Allyn Meredith, Amy Rublein, Amy Sauls, 

Joy Turner, and April Walton.  Please feel free to contact any of the members for more information 

about Watts Street’s Missions. 
 

Page 3 

Durham Immigration and 

Refugee Program 

Church World Service 

 

 
 

Help show a gracious welcome to immigrants and refugees by  

donating new items from this list: 

Twin sheet sets    AA Batteries   

Blankets     Silverware sets 

Comforters    Dinnerware 

Mattress Pads 

 

Mission Baskets 

Contact David Heist (david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-8367) 
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Flowers to Show We Care 

On many occasions, I took flowers 

to Betty Nelson along with tea and 

something sweet and we would 

have a tea party.  She loved the 

flowers and our time together. 

Following her death, I have taken 

flowers to her daughter Ilene 

several times.  Betty was a 

precious treasure and I am so glad 

I had time to get to know and love 

her well.  Judy Berry 
 

I have delivered flowers to neighbors.  One lady with MS was so surprised and appreciative.    A 

beautiful smile let me know just how much.  Another neighbor with an injury to her ankle appreciated 

the bouquet so much she posted on FB.  The residents in the Mission House also appreciate receiving 

the flowers.  Becky Dodson 
 

 A florist's ad once read, "Studies have shown that a surprise gift of flowers is a pick-me-up that can 

last for days." For two years, a faithful group of volunteers has delivered small vases of flowers, made 

from the Sunday worship bouquet, to homebound members and others in need of this pick-me-

up.  Three volunteers, Judy Berry, Ginny Wiggins and Emily McCoy, meet early Monday morning to 

make these arrangements that are available by 9 a.m. most weeks except after the first Sunday.  The 

vases are available on a first come basis or may be reserved by contacting one of the arrangers.  The 

goal is to have every vase picked up and delivered to a Watts Street member or someone else in need of 

a remembrance that Watts Street cares.  Won’t you become a part of this ministry and deliver flowers 

occasionally? 

Emily McCoy 

mccoy6320@gmail.com 

 

 

  

 

   
   

  
 

 
 

The flowers have been such a blessing to our Meals on Wheels 

recipients. My partner and I take any vases that are left about mid-

morning each Wednesday. One person, in particular, stands out. 

She is a lady who is legally blind and lives alone. The first time we 

took flowers from WSBC, we didn’t have enough arrangements for 

everyone so we didn’t give her one since we knew she couldn’t see. 

But, the 2nd time, there was one for each recipient. When she was 

presented with the vase, a big smile came over her face as she asked 

what the color of each stem was and what kind of flower it was. She 

was remembering in her mind the beauty and joy of flowers. She 

said that “they” used to send an arrangement at Christmas but 

hadn’t lately and that she was so happy to get our gift. I suspect she 

kept enjoying them by the smell and by the gentle touch and caresses 

she gave the stems in her vase. My partner and I are happy to be a 

part of this ministry. Anne Drennan 
 

June Perry(r) often delivers flowers to 

long-time member Jenny Lee (l).  Jenny 

still remembers and loves Watts Street; 

flowers from the sanctuary give her a 

way to stay connected.   



‘  

“Little did I 

know how I 

would be ‘fed.’” 
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My Community Experience:   

Meals on Wheels Team A 
 

excited and pointed to the scooter when 

Debbie answered the door.  She quickly 

ran and got a picture of herself on the 

scooter.  She began to tell me her story. 

 Debbie, a Web site developer in 

New York, was disabled after a tragic 

car crash.  She then moved to affordable 

housing in Syosset Home Park.  In 2007 

the park was sold to developers with a 

warrant to clear the park.  Debbie was 

devastated and said to the press, "We 

have no place to go at all.  There are no 

openings for affordable housing 

anywhere."  The residents fought but 

lost the battle.  They were evicted in 

2013.  Three years ago Debbie moved to 

her current residence in Durham.  Her 

best friend lives close by.  When I began 

to tell Debbie how sorry and sad I was 

for these tragic experiences in her life, 

she immediately interrupted me saying, 

"Oh, no!  I am the unsinkable Molly 

Brown.  I want to be up and not down." 

 As I stood there I thought - surprise, 

surprise - this is a gospel story.  We all 

have tragedies in our lives, but we do 

not all respond like Debbie.  I was 

empowered by her vitality, courage, and 

determination.  The scooter is the first 

vehicle she has driven in 13 years.  

Often now I hear the echo, "I want to be 

up and not down."   

 Finally, I thank Ann for suggesting 

that we share Debbie's story with 

you.  We are blessed to have Debbie in 

our lives. 

Pat Revels 

MOW Team A Driver 

 
 

  

 
 

  
   
  

 Meals on Wheels of Durham was 

founded in 1975 as a non-profit.  The 

first volunteers served about a dozen 

homebound and individuals living 

alone.  Today the program serves meals 

to more than 500 county residents each 

week day. 

 Ann Stickel is one of many Watts 

Street Baptist Church members who 

volunteers for this program.  Three 

months ago she asked me to join the 

corps of volunteers.  I agreed.  Little did I 

know how I would be "fed." 

 Ann and I are Team A.  After picking 

up our meals each Thursday morning, we 

are on the road by 10:05.  Debbie is the 

third person on our route.  She always 

greets me with a smile, and I often 

receive a sniff from her two puppies, 

Rascal and Milo.  For several weeks, 

Ann and I wondered what was securely 

wrapped in a blue tarp parked at Debbie's 

place.  Then one day the tarp had been 

removed and there was a shiny, blue 

scooter with a "Debbie" tag.  I was so 

"Oh, no!  I am the unsinkable Molly 

Brown.  I want to be up and not down." 
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Durham CAN Listening Sessions 

Durham. The greatest number of 

responses were in the areas of 

transportation, child care and the 

broken criminal justice system. 

Employment practices, job training 

and support for youth were also 

mentioned. 

 The deadline for listening session 

reports is April 24.  Watts Street will 

continue to conduct listening 

sessions at ministries and 

organizational meetings throughout 

the church.  Our goal is to receive 

feedback from 100 members.  For 

more information, contact Bob 

Kruhm, rkruhm@nc.rr.com. 

 

 
 

  
   
  

 

 In January, Durham CAN launched 

its 2018 jobs and listening session 

campaign to receive community 

feedback from over one-thousand 

Durham citizens represented by member 

congregations, associations and 

neighborhoods. Watts Street has 

facilitated several small group 

conversations throughout the church.  

To date, 53 adults and youth have 

participated in listening sessions 

focusing on jobs, wages and barriers to 

employment. 

 Watts Streeters identified several 

barriers to jobs and employment in 

WSBC Compassion in Action on Facebook 

  The Missions Committee has started a new Facebook group for members of the congregation to 

keep track of missions-related activities as WSBC.  You can find the group by searching for "WSBC 

Compassion in Action" on Facebook.  Mission events will be listed there, as well as discussions about 

ways to connect with the community.  Logon and join the group! 

 

Groundwater Workshop to Explore Racial Inequity 
 

nature.  By examining characteristics 

of modern-day racial inequity, the 

presentation introduces participants 

to an analysis that most find 

immediately helpful and relevant. 

  Carolina Friends School, Duke 

School, Durham’s Shambhala Center 

and Watts Street Baptist Church are 

contributing sponsors for the event.  

Free registration is available on line 

at http://www.oaralliance.org/ 

schedule/groundwater with a 

suggested sliding scale donation of 

$15.  Coffee and snacks will be 

provided, as will child care.  For 

more information, contact Greg 

Palmer at senorpalmer@gmail.com. 

 
 

  
   
  

 

 Racial Equity Institute’s 

Groundwater Workshop, An 

Introduction to Racial Equity, will be 

held at Carolina Friends School from 

9:00 a.m. to noon, on Saturday, April 

21.   Join Organizing Against Racism 

(OAR Durham) and local residents in 

exploring how race pervades life in the 

United States in ways that are often 

taken for granted but that have 

devastating impacts on our nation’s 

most marginalized populations.  In this 

lively and participatory three-hour 

introduction to racial equity, the 

Greensboro-based Racial Equity 

Institute (REI) presenters use stories  

and data to illustrate a perspective that 

racism is fundamentally structural in 

“…lively and 

participatory… 

introduction to 

racial equity…” 

An opportunity to 

be heard 
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help prevent first and repeat 

suspensions. 

 Hiring is underway, with 

service slated to roll out in the 

fourth quarter of the school year.  

In order to support and sustain the 

new grant programming, Rebound 

has set a goal of raising $75,000 

by this summer.  Durham 

organizations, churches, 

businesses, and individuals have 

already given or pledged over 

$30,000.  You can help Rebound 

with their Spring Forward 

campaign by making a donation.  

To donate, go to reboundnc.org/   

and click on “How to Help”.  

Amy Rublein, President 

Rebound Board of Directors 

amy.rublein@gmail.com 

 

 Rebound, Alternatives for 

Youth is pleased to announce three 

new programs this spring, based on 

a generous grant from the State 

Department of Public Instruction.   

1) Open a second day program 

site at Boys & Girls Club of 

Durham, doubling the number of 

students who can stay connected to 

school during a short term 

suspension. 

2) Train all Rebound staff in 

restorative practices, building 

student skills in communication, 

self-advocacy, and problem 

solving. 

3) Provide fulltime strengths-

based programming and conflict 

resolution within one school to 

The next FMF week 

for Watts Street 

volunteers is April 30  

– May 3. 
 

 

[Watts Street has supported Rebound since its pilot program in the 2012-2013 

school year.  In 2018, the WSBC budget includes a $1,500 donation to Rebound.] 
 

Growing! 

FMF Joins Effort to Provide Affordable Housing 

 information about this program, 

go to http://www.wral.com/pilot-

program-launches-in-durham-to-

house-the- homeless17428004.     

 The FMF Mission Group 

currently partners with Duke 

Memorial UMC and Shepherd’s 

House UMC about one week in 

ten to provide and share nightly 

meals at FMF.  The next days of 

service will be April 30 through 

May 3.  To learn more about 

Families Moving Forward, visit 

familiesmovingforwardnc.com. 

Stuart Wells 

WSBC Coordinator 

stuart.wells@duke.edu   
 

 The explosive growth of 

Durham has created a rise in rent 

that makes it very difficult for low-

income families to find affordable 

housing.  Families Moving 

Forward (FMF) has joined forces 

with Reinvestment Partners, a 

nonprofit working to solve the 

affordable housing crisis in 

Durham.  Reinvestment Partners 

bought and renovated a four-plex 

and agreed to accept Section 8 

vouchers, enabling four families 

from FMF to move in in February.  

FMF provides a year of aftercare to 

ensure that families can be 

successful on their own.  For more 


