
 

 

 

 

Jesus is apt to come into the very midst of life 
at its most real and inescapable — 
not in a blaze of unearthly light, 

not in the midst of a sermon, 
not in the throes of some kind 

of religious daydream, 
but at supper time, 

or walking along a road . . . 
the sacred moments 

and everyday moments, 
the moments which if we do not look 

with more than our eyes 
or listen with more than our ears 

reveal only the gardener, 
a stranger coming down the road behind us, 

a meal like any other meal. 
But if we look with our hearts, 
if we listen with all our being 

and our imagination — 
what we may see is Jesus himself. 

 

—Frederick Buechner 
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WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

APRIL 22, 2018 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

GATHERING 

Chimes  

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations – Kelly Sasser 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Be Thou My Vision”...................................................................... Healey Willan 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:  When fear and doubts stroll through our doors:   

 Stand beside us, O God, whispering of peace. 

People:   When we toss and turn late at night: 

 Sit by our beds, O God, singing lullabies of love. 

Minister:   When we stumble through the shadows of sin: 

 Illuminate paths of goodness and joy. 

People:   God of Easter, touch us with your grace. 

*Hymn 595: “Be Thou My Vision” ............................................................................. SLANE 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  We gather this day to place ourselves in the center of God’s grace and 

mercy.  Let us find that center by first settling into the silence of God’s 

presence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

 

 

 

___________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand.   

No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.    



Corporate Confession: God of Grace, you pour out your love for all to see.  Forgive us 

when we are blind in your midst.  You show us your hands so we may reach out and 

mend the broken.  Forgive us when we use our hands only to grasp for ourselves.  You 

show us your feet so we may walk with you.  Forgive us when we leave your way 

again and again.  Open our eyes, open our minds, open our hearts that we may see you 

and know you and learn what it means to welcome others in your name.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever.  Amen. 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Epistle: I John 3:16-24 – Kelly Sasser 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Luke 24:13-35 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Recognizing God” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 
Am I really a person who lives by faith?  God can surely tell the difference between a 

person who walks in darkness and someone who walks with eyes shut.  Which am I? 

 Mark Salzman, Lying Awake 

Hymn 231: “Sing of One Who Walks Beside Us” ......................................... HOLY MANNA 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   When our hopes lie buried, O God, your miracle occurs. 

People:  Risen Christ, turn our amazement into giving, our doubt to belief, and our 

surprise into ministry in your name.  Amen. 

Receiving Gifts 



Anthem: “The Lord Is My Shepherd” (Psalm 23) ...................................... Howard Goodall 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Christ is alive!  Let Christians sing, Let Christendom with praises ring.  

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Christ is alive!  This be our song!  To God all praises now belong. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation 

*Hymn 288: “O God of Vision” ............................................................... LOBE DEN HERREN 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” ...................................................... Paul Manz 
 

 

 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

 

CHURCH STAFF:  Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Director of Children’s Music 

Ministries; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with 

Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody 

Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 
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