
 

 

Disturb us, Lord, when 

We are too well-pleased with ourselves, 

When our dreams have come true 

Because we have dreamed too little, 

When we arrived safely 

Because we sailed too close to the shore. 
 

Disturb us, Lord, when 

With the abundance of things we possess 

We have lost our thirst 

For the waters of life; 

Having fallen in love with life, 

We have ceased to dream of eternity 

And in our efforts to build a new earth, 

We have allowed our vision 

Of the new Heaven to dim. 
 

Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, 

To venture on wider seas 

Where storms will show your mastery; 

Where losing sight of land, 

We shall find the stars. 
 

We ask You to push back 

The horizons of our hopes; 

And to push into the future 

In strength, courage, hope, and love. 
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Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations  

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “This Is My Father’s World” ................................................. arr. Patricia Hurlbutt 

Handbell Choir 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: It is the Risen Christ in the crowd, in the church, in the crisis. 

People: It is the Risen Christ, in our joys, in our sorrows. 

Minister:   It is the Risen Christ, in the stranger, in the poor. 

People:   It is the Risen Christ, risen and returned, alive for evermore, giving us new 

life. 

*Hymn 464: “God of Grace and God of Glory” ........................................... CWM RHONDDA 

Children’s and Youth Choirs: “For the Beauty of the Earth” ............................. John Rutter 

         (Text: Hymn 56) 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  As those who want to give our hearts to walking the road with you, Risen 
Lord, grant us your strength. 

People: As those who want to give our hearts to your story, Risen Lord, grant us your 
presence in friend and stranger. 

Minister: As those who want to stay with each other through the darkness, Risen Lord, 
grant us your light.  

People: As those who want to give our hearts to the poor, Risen Lord, grant us your 
compassion. 

___________________________________________ 
*If able, please stand.  

No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.  



Minister: As those who want to give our hearts to the unexpected, Risen Lord, grant us 
your welcome spirit. 

People: As those who want to give our hearts to the bread broken at your table, Risen 
Lord, grant us your new community of love. 

Pastoral Prayer – Dorisanne Cooper 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Mark 10:13-16 – Esther Soud Parker 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Old Testament: Lamentations  3:22-23 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Psalter: Psalm 139:1-14a, 17-18 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Homily: “Blessing” –  Diane Eubanks Hill 

Silence 

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Hymn 419: “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” .............................................. HOLY MANNA 

Invitation to the Table and the Words of Institution 

Receiving of the Bread and the Cup 

Following the choir, please come forward by the center aisle to receive the bread 

and the cup and return to your seats by the side aisles. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   When our hopes lie buried, O God, your miracle occurs. 

People:  Risen Christ, turn our amazement into giving, our doubt to belief, and our 

surprise into ministry in your name.  Amen. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “Leaning” ................................................. arr. David M. Hines (Text: Hymn 560) 



*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Christ is alive!  Let Christians sing, Let Christendom with praises ring.  

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Christ is alive!  This be our song!  To God all praises now belong. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation 

*Hymn 431: “Go, My Children, With My Blessing” ...................................... AR HYD Y NOS 

Litany of Blessing and Release (see insert) 

Congregational Benediction: Hymn 437, “Go Now in Peace” ......................... GO IN PEACE 

First time, all sing in unison; then sing twice as a round 

Choir first, banner side second, baptistry side third 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “God of Grace and God of Glory” ....................................................... Paul Manz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere.



 

 

Litany of Blessing and Release 

 

 

Minister:  Diane, as we mark this day of release, we celebrate your life and ministry 

among us across these twenty-five years—through good and hard times, through the 

delights and heartbreaks of our lives.  You have given guidance, prayer, preparation, 

teaching, tears, laughter, love and so much more to this place.  Gratitude and grief 

mingle together this day as we support your entry into a new phase of life.  

 

People:  We rejoice in the ways we have been blessed by you and pray God’s 

blessing on you as we part.  We give thanks to God for the work you have done 

among us and we receive the ministry you now entrust to us.  The care and love we 

have for you does not end on this day, but our relationship changes in this new stage 

of life as we release you from your role as minister in this place. 

 

Minister:  We know that the love and care you have for us does not end as you release 

your role as minister in this place and mark the beginning of a new day.  The ways 

you have shown us to minister to one another and to all of God’s children will 

continue even as you go.   

 

People:  We pray that you will be aware of God’s Spirit with you as you leave this 

place; that you will feel God’s presence walking with you and inspiring you for these 

new days. 

 

All:  God, whose everlasting love for all is trustworthy, help each of us to trust the 

future which rests in your care.  Guide us as we hold cherished memories and move 

in new directions, until that time to come when we are completely one with you and 

with each other, in the name of Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen. 

 

 


