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Palm Sunday, March 25 

We begin our journey to the cross by waving our palm 
branches as we remember Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. 
Children will lead us in this tradition that churches the 
world over are reenacting on this day.  The Children’s 
Choirs will sing and we will begin our journey to 
Jerusalem with Jesus. 

Maundy Thursday, March 29 

We will gather at 7:00 p.m. to remember the Last Supper. 
Maundy Thursday takes its name from the Latin Dies 
Mandati, the day of commandment, referring to Jesus’ 
commandment that the disciples love one another. In the 
music, scripture, readings, and sharing of the bread and 
cup of Christian communion, we will remember and give 
thanks. A 5:30 p.m. footwashing service will also take 
place in the sanctuary.  The earlier service is especially 
good for families with young children, but all ages are 
invited. 

 

Good Friday, March 30 

Through various prayer stations in the sanctuary, we 
reflect on the events surrounding the crucifixion and 
death of Jesus.  The church will be open from 4:30 to 
7:30 p.m.  Come by anytime  and allow at least 30-45 
minutes to experience all the stations.  The tolling of the 
bells takes place at 7:30 p.m.  All ages are invited to 
participate.  

Easter Sunday, April 1 

We gather on this day of the Resurrection, celebrating 
and anticipating an encounter with the Risen Lord.  We 
will bring out the Alleluias and festive music for the 
congregation (including hymns and Handel’s 
“Hallelujah”), trumpet and organ.  Bring an offering of 
fresh flowers for the decorating of the Cross.   

 

 

 

 

March 18 is Youth Sunday at WSBC 

“Unless a Grain of Wheat…” (John 12:20-33) 
Our youth serve as worship leaders on this day  

with the High School seniors offering reflections  
and the Youth Choir and Youth Group sharing songs of 

praise. 
 

 

March Forums  
See page 2 for details 

Holy Week at Watts Street 

A New Way of Talking Together about Denominational Relationships 
Sunday, March 18, 5 to 6:15 p.m. 

Sunday, March 25, 5 to 6:15 p.m.  

Sunday, April 8, 5 to 6:15 p.m. 

We’re exploring a new model of conversation and decision-making together at Watts Street this 
Spring.  This discernment process offers us a way to strengthen our ties with God and one another 
while we address a challenging question among us.  Amidst a national and world scene often mired in conflict, we’re 
eager to offer this guided process based in connection, sharing and listening around circles.  The goal is to find our 
consensus as a congregation around a decision or issue and we’re going to use this new process to engage the 
questions of our denominational affiliations with which we have struggled in the last few years.  See the back page 
for some more information and watch your email and church communication in the coming weeks for more details.  
For now, please mark your calendars and make plans to join in. 
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March Forums for Adults  
March 4, 11, 18 
Adult Ed will offer the following two Forums for adults 
in March during the Sunday School hour.  Make plans 
now to take part in one of these opportunities to stretch 
your faith and engage with other Watts Streeters.  For 
details, look for flyers around the church building. 
1. Getting Involved with God: Rediscovering the Old 

Testament – with Dr. Ellen Davis 
Room 102 
“This is a book about getting, and staying, involved 
with God―what it takes, what it costs, what it looks 
and feels like, why anyone would want to do it 
anyway.  It is at the same time a book about reading 
the Old Testament as a source of Good News and 
guidance for our life with God.” ―from the 
Introduction to Dr. Davis’s book 

The first two sessions will be discussions amongst 
ourselves framed around topics from the book.  Dr. 
Davis will join us for a conversation in the last 
session when we can get all our questions answered. 

If you’d like a copy of Dr. Davis’ book Getting 
Involved with God, you’re invited to purchase yours 
from your favorite bookseller.  Reading the book is 
not required! 

2. Telling Our Stories  
The Chapel 
This forum invites those gathered to listen in on the 
personal faith journeys of our members.  Our stories 
offer a window into who we are, and sharing our 
stories helps knit us together as a church family.  
Two presenters each Sunday will reflect on the 
questions “What was the faith background of your 
childhood?  What have you held on to?  What have 
you discarded?”  Time for response from others 
will be offered. 

March 4 Rachel Sauls and Diane Eubanks Hill 
March 11 John Rublein and David Heist 
March 18 Barbara Rumer and Paula Januzzi-
Godfrey  

Reminder:  Register Now for the Beach 
Retreat! 
Plans are underway for our annual All Ages Beach 
Retreat at Ft. Caswell on April 27, 28, and 29.  
Participants from past years have celebrated the rich 
community time, the Saturday morning interactive 
theme focus, time on the beach, long walks, reading on 
the porches, the Saturday night Talent Xtravaganza, 
Sunday morning worship, spirited singing, and getting 
to know lots of WS people better as we worked side by 
side on meals.  What a great time!  Families and groups 
of friends have private rooms, with a private bath in the 

room or across the hall.  Youth stay in dormitory style 
rooms. 

This year we are again using online registration through 
our church website beginning the first week of 
February.  Access the registration page from 
www.wattsstreet.org/AABR.  Pay with a credit card 
right from the website (via Paypal) or bring a check to 
the church.  Don’t let cost prohibit your participation, 
however, as scholarships are available.  Paper 
brochures/registration forms will still be available at 
church. 
Pick up a brochure or read the AABR webpage for 
more information.  Rooms are assigned as the 
registration fees are received.  The registration deadline 
is March 26.  See Kelly Sasser or Esther Soud Parker 
with questions. 

Wednesday Night Suppers and Community 
Weekly Wednesday night suppers and programs 
continue.  The supper line opens at 5:30. Children 3 
years through 5th grade:  $3.  Youth and adults: 47.  
Family cap:  $24.  Children under 4 eat free.  Please 
make reservations in the Friendship Register by the 
Sunday prior, or by contacting the church office by 
Monday before noon.  We begin community time at 
5:55 p.m.  Children’s music ministry and Youth Service 
Learning follow supper.  For the Living of These Days, 
led by Dorisanne Cooper, begins at 6:30 in the Chapel.  
On March 21, beginning about 6:25, youth and adults 
are invited to Room 102 to hear Graham Lutz’ 
reflections on his semester of work in Namibia.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Change Clocks 
Don’t Be Late on Sunday!  Remember to move your 
clocks ahead Saturday night, March 10. This is also a 
great time to check the batteries in you smoke alarms. 

March/April Mission Baskets 
The mission baskets in the side foyer and the 
Fellowship Hall collect donations for Church World 
Service’s Immigration and Refugee Program, to help 
refugees settle in to life in the Triangle.  The program 
has a need for bedding, kitchenware, and AA batteries.  
This includes twin sheets sets (they have plenty of 
queen and full size currently!), blankets, comforters, 
mattress pads, dinnerware and silverware.  All items 
should be new.  Contact David Heist 
(david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-8367) with 
questions. 

News Briefs 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/AABR
mailto:david.heist@gmail.com
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March M4M 
Our March 11 Minute for Mission will be presented by 
Amy Armstrong from HELP, Health Equipment Loan 
Program.  HELP, a service of Project Access of Durham 
County, recycles donated durable medical equipment, 
restores it for use, and loans it for reuse at no charge to 
any Durham County resident who needs it.  Checks may 
be made to WSBC with HELP in the memo line.   

Cub Scout Service Project 
Cub Scout Pack 440 is raising money to install a bike 
rack at WSBC.  The project aims to encourage folks to 
pedal to church and to provide a safe and secure place to 
park and lock their bikes.  In order to raise $500 to 
purchase and install the seven-bike rack, the Scouts will 
hold a bake sale after worship on March 18.  Please plan 
to stop by the sale and purchase some tasty treats.  The 
Scouts will be holding other fundraisers this spring so 
stay tuned and keep pedaling.  Members of Pack 440 are 
Charlie Abedi, Alistair Barrier, Owen Burton-
Crutchfield, Gibbs Durack, James Hanchey, Ike 
Mitchell, Joseph Rublein, Jubilee Salyers, Alayna 
Smith, and Caden Smith.  Pack leaders are John Burton-
Crutchfield, Worth Lutz, Jennifer Martin, and John 
Rublein.  Contact any Pack leader if you have questions.   

Graham Lutz:  Reflections on Namibia 
March 21, 6:25 p.m. 
Last year, Graham Lutz spent 10 weeks in Namibia at 
Naankuse wildlife sanctuary as part of NCSU’s Namibia 
WAO Study Abroad Program. The focus of the program 
is studying how drones can be used in conservation. 
While in Namibia, Graham worked along with a team of 
undergraduate students and a program manager to study 
animal-drone interactions, which was the main focus of 
the trip. After the completion of the 10 week study, he 
traveled for 3 weeks in Namibia, Botswana, Zambia and 
South Africa. Graham will reflect on his work and travel 
experiences on March 21. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring Church Workday 
Mark your calendars for the morning of Saturday, 
March 24 and plan to join your friends to enjoy working 
on the grounds of the church.  Bring your favorite yard 
tools!  Coffee and breakfast snacks will be available 
starting at 8:30 a.m.  Thanks to our Building and 
Grounds Committee, chaired by Tim Cline, for 
coordinating this event. 

 

Out & About on March 24 
Michael Wong and Brian Johnson will host our monthly 
gathering of Watts Street's LGBTQ members and their 
friends.  We'll gather at their home at 6:30 p.m. for a 
potluck supper.  All are welcome.  Bring food and drink 
to share.  For information call Gordon Whitaker (919-
918-3658). 

Durham CROP Hunger Walk 
Mark your calendar for Sunday, 
March 25, for the 2018 Durham 
CROP walk!  WSBC will be joining 
hundreds of other walkers from 
across Durham to fight hunger.  The 
2018 walk is dedicated to Chuck 
Davis.  If you would like to support 
this effort by contributing or 
walking in the event, please contact 
Lily Lehman (919-402-3025) or Karoline Johnson (919-
630-4128). 

Missions Committee is “Seeing White” 
This spring, the Missions Committee sponsors an 
elective Sunday School class for those interested in 
exploring the history of race and power in the United 
States.  The class will begin April 8, and will draw 
conversation from the podcast “Seeing White.”  It is not 
necessary to listen to the full podcasts in order to 
participate.  Individuals are welcome to attend this class, 
or continue with their regular class.  Contact April 
Walton (walton.april@gmail.com) with questions or to 
get involved with planning.  Here is a link to the podcast 
series:  http://podcast.cdsporch.org/episode-31-turning-
the-lens-seeing-white-part-1/.  

Celebrating Diane! 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 14 for a grand 
celebration of Diane Eubanks Hill’s retirement after 25+ 
years of ministry at WSBC.  The celebration starts at 
4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary with a “Radio Show” style 
program of music, story-telling, laughter, and some 
special surprises.  Following the program, we’ll move to 
the fellowship hall for a reception of hearty appetizers.  
Fun for the whole family!   

Mental Health Conference: Faith 
Connections on Mental Illness 
On April 13, FCOMI will host “cultivating Mental 
Health; Hope and Healing.”  It is a day-long, interfaith 
meeting to explore ways faith communities can support 
families and individuals living with mental illness.  
Learn more about the conference and how to register at 
www.faithconnectionsonmentalillness.org/annual-
conference.html and/or contact Dan Winn (404-849-
9118, danwinn@yahoo.com).  Early registration 
happens in March.  

 

mailto:walton.april@gmail.com
http://podcast.cdsporch.org/episode-31-turning-the-lens-seeing-white-part-1/
http://podcast.cdsporch.org/episode-31-turning-the-lens-seeing-white-part-1/
http://www.faithconnectionsonmentalillness.org/annual-conference.html
http://www.faithconnectionsonmentalillness.org/annual-conference.html
mailto:danwinn@yahoo.com
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Sunday Ministry Volunteers 
March 4 
Greeters: Emily Joiner, Karoline Johnson & Zac Barker 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig,  

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Hope Durack 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Dawn Eberhard, Open, Open 
Toddlers: Karen Barber, Open, Georgia Chotas 
Preschool II: Wanda Burton-Crutchfield, Open, Open 
Preschool III: Maggie Chotas, Judi Powell, Nick Chotas 
Lock up: Worth Lutz III 
Sound System: Mike Killam 
March 11 
Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Pat Revels 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig, 

Michelle Roach, Steve Ross 
Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Kacey Reynolds Schedler, Open 
Toddlers: Brian or Jenny Barrier, Emily Joiner, Kate Patillo 
Preschool II: Billy Price, Open, Max Husack 
Preschool III: Scott Job, Ted McDaniel, Philip Patillo 
Lock up: Cathy Brennan 
Sound System: Logan Wilkins 
 
 

March 18 
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Maggie Chotas, Joe Gary, 

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Amy Armstrong 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, John Rublein, Tina Ward, 

Aria Oliver 
Toddlers: Melissa Harrell, Open, Evelyn Ritz 
Preschool II: Ashlee or Brian Crews, Joy Turner, Open 
Preschool III: Amy Rublein, Elizabeth Sasser, Henry Mitchell 
Lock up: Alan Williams 
Sound System: Evelyn Ritz 
March 25 
Greeters: David Goodman, Lisa & David Rhoades 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Robb Damman, Bob Hellwig,  

Steve Ross, Ann Stickel 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Anne Claire Broughton, Amy Sauls, 

Emily Holloway 
Toddlers: Kristi Giemza, Samuel Gunter, Hannah Sauls 
Preschool II: Matt Hanchey, Allyn Meredith, Sarah Hanchey 
Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Open, Aria Oliver 
Lock up: Zac Barker 
Sound System: Eva Irmy 

Groundwater Workshop:  Explore Racial 
Inequality, April 21 
Mark your calendar!  Watts Street Baptist Church will co
-sponsor Racial Equity Institute’s Groundwater 
workshop, 9 a.m. to noon, on April 21.  Join us to 
explore how race pervades life in the United States in 
ways that are often taken for granted.  The workshop 
will be at Carolina Friends School.  The Friends School, 
The Duke School, and Durham’s Shambhala Center are 
cosponsoring the event.  Registration is free with a 
suggested sliding scale donation of $15.  More 
information and on-line registration are available at 
(http://www.oaralliance.org/schedule ) and (https://
www.racialequityinstitute.org/new-events/).  If you want 
to volunteer to help with snacks or on-site arrangements, 
contact Gordon Whitaker (whitakergordon@gmail.com). 

From the Worship & Music Committee 
The Worship and Music Committee received a fire 
inspection report in January from the Durham Fire 
Department, following a safety survey of the church 
conducted by the Department the first week of the new 
year.  The report bears immediate impact on the church’s 
long-standing practice of displaying a live Christmas tree 
in the sanctuary, a practice we’ve learned may in fact 
violate the fire code. 

The Worship & Music committee has begun research 
into the matter and is working to both assess the situation 

and, if necessary, develop options for changing our 
current practice.  The Committee will be working with 
the Buildings & Grounds Committee and any others who 
may wish to contribute.  

The committee will keep you informed of our 
progress.  In the meantime, if you have questions or 
concerns, please, contact committee chairman David 
Rhoades at davidrtp@gmail.com.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2018 Pledge Update 
The Stewardship Committee has started its work to 
follow up directly with folks we have not yet heard from 
yet regarding their giving plans for the current year.  
Members of the Stewardship Committee are Gene 
Downs, Cari Furiness, Diana Jackson, Bob Landers, 
Laura Lee, David Rhoades, David Smith, or Carol 
Stanley.  If you haven’t already, please let us know your 
plans for giving to support all the great work here at 
Watts Street Baptist Church.  

http://www.oaralliance.org/schedule
https://www.racialequityinstitute.org/new-events/
https://www.racialequityinstitute.org/new-events/
mailto:whitakergordon@gmail.com
mailto:davidrtp@gmail.com
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Thursday, March 1 
 7:00 p.m. Memoir Writing Group 
Saturday, March 3 
 9:00 a.m. Children leave for 

Camp New Hope 
Sunday, March 4 
 9:45 a.m. March Forums 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Diane 

Eubanks Hill preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Children return from 

Camp New Hope 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and 

Youth Group 
Monday, March 5 
 7:00 p.m. Adult Education 

Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, March 6 
 6:30 p.m. Children’s Education 

Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Buildings & Grounds 

Committee 
Wednesday, March 7 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ 

Meeting 
 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee: 

Sleeper 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:05 p.m. Rhythm & Coos 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Music & 

Worship Labs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/

Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living 

of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, March 8 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging 

Gracefully 
 7:00 p.m. IT Committee 
Friday, March 9 
 9:00 a.m. Adults: Temple Theater 
Saturday, March 10 
 2:00 p.m. Lenten Journey Hike 
Sunday, March 11—DST begins 
 8:45 a.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
 9:45 a.m. March Forums 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne 

Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Worship and Music 

Committee 
 12:15 p.m. Gifts and Call 

Committee 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 

 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and 

Youth Group 
Monday, March 12 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Personnel Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Youth Education 

Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, March 13 
 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee 
Wednesday, March 14 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ 

Meeting 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:05 p.m. Rhythm & Coos 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Music & 

Worship Labs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/

Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living 

of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, March 15 
 7:00 p.m. CRJP-Restorative 

Justice Circle process 
Sunday, March 18—Youth 

Sunday 
 9:00 a.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal 
 9:45 a.m. March Forums 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 12:15 p.m. Visitation Ministry 

conversation 
 5:00 p.m. Congregational 

Discernment 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and 

Youth Group 
Monday, March 19 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Denominational 

Relations 
 7:00 p.m. Peace & Reconciliation 

Mission Group 
 7:00 p.m. Treasurers 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, March 20 
 11:00 a.m. Senior Adult 

Coordinating Council 
 12:00 p.m. Book Club: Symphony 

for the City of the Dead 
 7:00 p.m. Deacons 
Wednesday, March 21 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ 

Meeting 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:05 p.m. Rhythm & Coos 

 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Music and 

Worship Labs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/

Learning 
 6:25 p.m. Adults: Reflections on 

Namibia presented by 
Graham Lutz 

 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, March 22 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging 

Gracefully 
Saturday, March 24 
 8:30 a.m. Spring Workday 
 6:30 p.m. Out & About, Wong & 

Johnson home 
Sunday, March 25—Palm 

Sunday 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne 

Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. CROP Hunger Walk 
 5:00 p.m. Congregational 

Discernment 
Monday, March 26 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Stewardship 

Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, March 27 
 7:00 p.m. Church Council 
Wednesday, March 28 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ 

Meeting 
 4:30 p.m. Youth Baptism 

Rehearsal 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, March 29 
 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday 

Service of  
Communion 

Friday, March 30 
 7:00 p.m. Good Friday Service 

Calendar 
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Invitation from Diane:  Visitation Ministry 
A number of people in our congregation take delight in 
helping us stay connected with members who are no 
longer able to get to the church building as often as 
before.  Many of our older members have fascinating 
stories to tell.  The relationships bring rich gifts for the 
visited and the visitors!  If you have been participating 
in this ministry, or if you’d consider participating, 
please come to a brief conversation with Diane 
following worship on March 18 in room 104-A.  See 
Diane with questions.  Adults, youth and families with 
children are encouraged to participate. 

Lenten Journey Hike  
Saturday, March 10, 2:00 p.m. 
WSBC members and friends are invited to participate in 
a hike focused on the Lenten journey and led by Debra 
Freeman.  Gather at 2:00pm in the parking area of 
Johnston Mill Preserve located at 6001 Turkey Farm 
Rd., Chapel Hill, NC 27514.  The hike is a little over 2 
and 1/4 miles long and includes some elevation 
changes.  Along the way there will be opportunities for 
Lenten meditation using the Psalms and hymns.  All 
ages are welcome!  Check out the website:  https://
www.triangleland.org/explore/nature-preserves/johnston
-mill-nature-preserve,  See Debra Freeman 
(debra_cole_freeman@hotmail.com) with questions. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Noon Book Club 
Tuesday, March 20 
The Noon Book Club meets in the church Library.  
Emily McCoy (919-489-0483, mccoy6320@gmail.com) 
serves as coordinator. Drop-ins are always welcomed to 
this lively conversation!  The book for March is 
Symphony for the City of the Dead by M. T. Anderson. 

 
 
 

Reminder:  Temple Theater Trip, Church 
Basement Ladies 
Friday, March 9 
Hope you have your reservations and will be a part of 
the group enjoying this day in Sanford and the matinee 
of  Church Basement Ladies.  Meet at church at 9 a.m.  
See Kathy Davis (khdpartyon@aol.com) with questions. 

Adult Ministry News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing ‘Drop-in’ Groups for Adults 
Several ongoing groups are offered for Watts Street 
adults.  You may drop in on any of these groups at any 
time. 

• Men’s Breakfast gathers on Thursdays, March 8 
and 22, 7:15 a.m., Elmo’s Diner.  See Dick 
Chorley (rchorley@nc.rr.com, 919-286-1645) with 
questions. 

• The Art of Aging Gracefully, an ongoing 
conversation about the gifts and challenges of 
aging, gathers Thursdays, March 8 and 22, 10:30 
a.m., room 104-A.  David May (919-493-2289) 
serves as coordinator.  Participants have 
opportunity to tell their stories and to hear the 
stories of others.   

• Movie Matinees:  First Wednesday Movie 
Matinees continue, offered by the Senior Adult 
Coordinating Council and open to all, in room 102 
at 1:00 p.m.  Enjoy the movie, along with popcorn 
and soda, as well as time with your friends!  On 
March 7 we enjoy Sleeper.  Wikipedia describes 
this movie as a 1973 American futuristic science 

fiction comedy film, directed by Woody Allen. 

https://www.triangleland.org/explore/nature-preserves/johnston-mill-nature-preserve
https://www.triangleland.org/explore/nature-preserves/johnston-mill-nature-preserve
https://www.triangleland.org/explore/nature-preserves/johnston-mill-nature-preserve
mailto:debra_cole_freeman@hotmail.com
mailto:mccoy6320@gmail.com
mailto:rchorley@nc.rr.com
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Spring Retreat at New Hope Camp 
With our theme, Branchin’ Out, we’ll spend time in 
Bible study, participate in a mission project, walk the 
Labyrinth, sing, warm up by the campfire and enjoy 
recreation and games with our church friends.   Meet at 
the church at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 3 and return 
for the end of the morning worship service on Sunday, 
March 4.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vacation Bible School – June 17-21 
Let peace begin with me.  Welcome to Peace Lab, from 
MennoMedia, where children discover God's way of 
peace! From learning how to resolve conflicts to figuring 
out ways to help others, this year’s interactive Vacation 
Bible School helps children learn how to be 
peacemakers. We will focus on five Bible stories leading 
children on an awesome adventure through the Bible, 
equipping them to follow Jesus as compassionate 
peacemakers.  Children, 3 years to 5th graders, are invited 
to participate in VBS, Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. 
to noon.   

 
 

 
2018 PASSPORTkids Camp Deposits due 
March 4 
July 7-10, our 3rd – 5th graders are encouraged to attend 
PASSPORTkids summer camp with church friends.  The 
camp is at Converse College in Spartanburg, SC.   

The 2018 camp theme is ENOUGH.  [Jesus] said to me, 
“My grace is enough for you, because power is made 
perfect in weakness.” - 2 Corinthians 12:9a (CEB) 
Enough means “as much or as many as required.”  It is a 
word we use when we are tired, full, or when the job is 
complete.  Join us as we explore the big idea that God is 
enough for whatever comes our way.  We will think 
about how God made a way so that in Christ, we are 
enough.  We will also discuss how God’s plan is that 
there is enough for everyone; and how as followers of 
Christ we can use our voices to say, “Enough already!” 
when we see injustice and inequity in this world.  Check 
out this website for a short video about the theme:  http://
passportcamps.org/camp-theme/. 

There are a limited number of spaces reserved for Watts 
Street; sign up now by emailing Esther to reserve your 
child’s spot and by turning in a $75.00 deposit by 
March 4.  

Children’s Ministry News 

Save the Date 
March 3-4  New Hope Camp (2nd – 5th graders)  
March 4  Deposits Due - $75.00 – PASSPORTkids! 
June 17-21  Vacation Bible School – Peace Lab 
July 7-10  PASSPORTkids Camp, Spartanburg, SC (3rd – 5th graders) 
Sept. 14-16 Camp Willow Run (3rd -5th graders) 

A more detailed 2017 - 2018 Children’s Ministry Calendar is online at www.wattsstreet.org.  

http://passportcamps.org/camp-theme/
http://passportcamps.org/camp-theme/
http://www.wattsstreet.org
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Sweetheart Banquet 2018: A Work of Art?!? 
The Youth and Sweetheart Banquet on February 11 was 
lovely, just lovely!  Thanks to the 55 senior adults and 27 
youth who participated: there was so much joy and 
creativity in the room as we celebrated “God’s Great 
Gallery” and painted a beautiful picture of God’s love 
and God’s handiwork.  Now whenever you see each 
other at church, you can off a little serenade: “Let me 
call you Sweet Art, I see God in you…”   

Very special thanks to: 
• Paula Januzzi-Godfrey and her team for the 

outstanding meal 
• all of our fabulous hosts, servers, and corsage 

pinners 
• Blanche Williams for photography 
• Karin Oliver for being our Jackson Pollock 

“Artist in Residence” 
• our Wednesday Night Youth Service/Learning 

crew for coming up with all the creative ideas/
story line 

• our hard working decorating team 
• all of our actors and “volunteers” who helped 

make our “art museum” come alive! 
• ALL the youth AND senior adults who 

participated in this year’s “God’s Great Gallery” 
Sweetheart Banquet!!! 

Thank You!  Thank You! 
• To the WSBC Church Family for their amazing 

support of our Hurricane Relief fund-raisers.  At 
last count, we have raised over $4,900!  We sold 
all 200 copies of the new church cook-book but 
are ready to take orders for the next batch!  If you 

or someone you know would like to reserve a 
copy, please email kelly@wattsstreet.org.  The 
cookbooks sell for $15 ($10 for recipe 
contributors).   

• To Debra Freeman for the fantastic pre-game 
meal (Chili Frito Pie!) and everyone who 
participated in our Super Bowl Pre-Game Party 
on February 4! 

• To the youth and adults who participated in the 
“Rise Against Hunger” event on February 17 at 
Triangle Presbyterian.  Together with scores of 
other volunteers, we helped package 100,000 
meals! 

• To everyone who participated in the “Bystander 
Intervention Training” on February 24-25.  
Special thanks to the Youth Education 
Committee for sponsoring this event and to 
Tiffany Husack for providing the refreshments! 

Youth Discipleship Class  
If you are interested in talking about discipleship, church 
membership, and baptism but were unable to come to the 
classes in February, please let me know.  I’d be glad to 
set up another time to meet with you! - Kelly 

Youth Service/Learning at Murdoch Center 
On Wednesday, March 7, we’re leading the chapel 
service for the residents and staff at the Murdoch Center 
in Butner.  We’ll leave WSBC by 6:00 p.m. and return 
by 8:15 p.m. 

Getting Ready for Youth Sunday!  
We’d like for all WSBC youth to join us in the sanctuary 
on Sunday, March 18 at 9:00 a.m. as we prepare to lead 
the morning worship service.  Our High School seniors 
will be our featured worship leaders, the Youth Choir 
will sing, and we’ll also share additional songs, prayers, 
and readings.  Please make plans to attend!  

Youth Ministry News 

 

Deposits due now for  

2018 Summer Mission Experiences 
 

Asheville Youth Mission Immersion 
Service/Learning camp for grades 6-12 

July 1-6 
$75 deposit due March 4 

Team Meeting: Wednesday, May 9 at 6:15 p.m. 
 

Touching Miami with Love 
Urban Missions Experience for grades 9-12 

July 14-21 
$40 deposits due March 4 

Team Meeting: Sunday, May 21 at 7:15 p.m. 
 

mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
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THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH   --   “Every Member a Minister” 
CHURCH STAFF 

Sue Alexander Assistant Secretary 
Tom Bloom Organist 
Dorisanne Cooper Senior Minister 
Sherrill Figuera  Office Manager 
Mary Elizabeth Hanchey Director of Children’s Music Ministries 
Diane Eubanks Hill Minister with Adults 
Esther Soud Parker Minister with Children and Their Families 
Kelly Sasser Minister with Youth and Their Families 
Bobby Sturdivant Custodian 
Cara Valenti Youth Choir Director 
Melody Zentner Director of Music Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church 

800 Watts Street 

Durham, NC  27701 

Phone: 919-688-1366 

Fax: 919-688-7255 

E-mail:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

WattsLine:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

Website:  www.wattsstreet.org 

NEXT WattsLine 
APRIL 

ARTICLES DUE BY 
MARCH 15 

Mailing Address Label 1 
Mailing Address Label 2 

Mailing Label Address 3 

From Dorisanne Cooper 

“What do you think we should do about the Watts Street fellowship hall?”  This was the practice question we 
grappled with in our training for the discernment process we’re beginning this month.  This process, introduced to 
us at our invitation by Jim Dant, pastor of First Baptist Church in Greenville, South Carolina, is one that churches 
can turn to where there is a question among them that is debatable in some way.  The ministerial staff and some 
members of Church Council spent a Saturday a few months back learning about this process based in Ignatian 
spirituality but that feels refreshingly applicable to current day life.  FBC Greenville piloted this program when 
they were on the path toward full LGBTQ inclusion.  But it doesn’t always have to be used for such big matters.  
Their child care center also used this process when they were trying to work out some conflicts around their 
carpool line pick up and drop off.  And when we were asked us for a hypothetical question at Watts Street around 
which there might not be a natural consensus, someone offered up the fellowship hall as a training exercise.  After 
all there are so many ways and opinions around which to approach it—acoustics, lighting, furniture, cost.  So we 
dove in.   

Jim gave a short overview to us and then we began.  In this process, the gathered group sits in circles of 8.  Then a 
speaker presents for 20 minutes on a subject relevant to the topic.  After that each small group responds with those 
in their circle.  This is a guided time, a Lectio Divina style response led by a group facilitator present in each 
circle.  The response time is structured so that you spend 1/8th of your time talking and 7/8ths of your time listening.  
Everyone agrees to share.  Everyone agrees to listen.  There isn’t cross talk.  There isn’t debate.  There is simply 
sharing and listening from the places one feels connected to the speaker’s presentation and why you think that is.  
Then each session closes with a possible consensus statement about which everyone is asked to share their comfort 
level (and “I don’t know” is always a possible answer).  That statement is tweaked each week based on the 
feedback of the groups compiled together.  And in all of this, a way is made forward.  It is transformative.  It is 
encouraging.  It is community building.   

Still have questions?  I hope so.  We’ll keep talking about this between now and then and sharing more about how 
it all works.  Watch for a Q & A sheet on this we’ll put out soon.  If you’re still not sure you understand after that, 
then it’ll be more important than ever that you show up.  Once you do, you’ll see that is it a fairly straightforward 
process.  One of the Council members even took this process to a community board of directors she guides.   

If you’re pretty sure you know what you think about our denominational affiliations, if you’re not sure you know 
what to think about our denominational partnerships, if you’re not sure you really care about our denominational 
partnerships, I hope that you will show up.  I hope that you will take this opportunity to sit in a circle with your 
fellow church members and hear from them and share with them. 

We have three sessions on the calendar, with a plan for more sessions later in the spring if needed.  This process 
takes as long as it takes for us to feel we have consensus.  I’m so grateful that the time has finally come for us to 
begin trying this out together.  A community that can come together and trust that God might guide us if we offer 
ourselves and our stories to one another and to God is one that I want to be a part of.  I hope to see you there.   


