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WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA



 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

APRIL 1, 2018 

THE SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION: EASTER DAY 

GATHERING 

The Unveiling of the Cross 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Prelude: “Christ Lay in Death’s Strong Bands” ............................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

PRAISING GOD 

Introit: “Alleluia” .......................................................................................... William Boyce 

Minister:   The Lord is risen! 

People:   The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Minister: Hope triumphs over despair.   

Love triumphs over hate. 

People: Jesus, Our Lord, has conquered the grave!  Alleluia! 

Minister:  Sin and death shall reign no more!   

Alleluia to the Living Christ! 

People:  Alleluia!  The Lord is risen!   

The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

THE PROCESSION 

Following the Christ Candle and the Choir, the Congregation will come forward 

by the center aisle to offer flowers for the cross.  Return to seats by the side 

aisles and be seated after the second hymn.  We will stand again for the 

Hallelujah Chorus. 

*Hymn 216: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” ............................................... EASTER HYMN 

*Hymn 233: “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” ................................................................. HYFRYDOL 

*Anthem: “Hallelujah” (Messiah) ...................................................................... G. F. Handel 

All are invited to stand and join in the singing of the anthem 

using the music available in the pews. 
 

*If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.    



CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 

Congregation: We affirm and celebrate the baptismal vows of Henry Mitchell.  We 

rejoice with him as he enters into covenant with Christ and his body, the Church.  We 

support him as he seeks to give and to receive, to teach and to learn, to forgive and be 

forgiven, to lead and be led. 

As followers of Jesus in this faith community, we also renew our baptismal vows, 

recommitting ourselves to the ministry of Christ and his Church, eager to be a 

resurrection people of faith, hope, and love. 

Baptismal Prayer – Kelly Sasser 

Hymn 365: “Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters” (stanza one) ...........BEACH SPRING 

Children are invited to the floor down front to witness the baptism. 

The Baptism of Henry Mitchell 

Hymn 365: “Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters” (stanzas 2 & 3) ......BEACH SPRING 

OFFERING OUR PRAYERS 

Corporate Prayer: Our Lord Jesus Christ, risen from death, we praise you for changed 

lives and new hopes.  You came to Mary in the garden, and turned her tears into joy.  

You came to the disciples by the lakeside, and turned their failure into faith.  You 

came to the disciples on the Emmaus road, and turned their despair into hope.  You 

come to us in our brokenness and shame, and turn our weakness into triumph.  For 

your love and mercy, we give you thanks.  Alleluia!  Amen. 

Minister:  In silence we now bring before you the needs of our world, asking for the 

miracle of your new life. 

Silent Prayers 

Minister: Alleluia!  What was dead shall live; what was dark shall shine,  

People: For the Lord is risen and walks among us.  Alleluia!  Thanks be to God! 

ATTENDING TO THE EASTER WORD 

Gospel: John 20:1-18 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Homily: “Holding On” – Dorisanne Cooper 

 

 



Silence 
We have to linger with the impossible a bit before we move on to the unbelievable, the 

Resurrection, so that we can begin to get used to the stretching and straining that we need to 

do to look at this mystery and begin to practice it consciously and passionately as core to our 

lives.         — Megan McKenna 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   Risen Christ, we bring our gifts in response to good news.  You are risen 

indeed and abide in us still.  May all that we do be in response to new life. 

People:   As you accept who we are, O God, receive what we offer.  Extend your grace 

through us so that others hear of your salvation.  Alleluia!  Amen.  

Receiving of Gifts 

Anthem: “An Anthem for Easter”............................................................... William Billings 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Christ is alive!  Let Christians sing, Let Christendom with praises ring.  

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Christ is alive!  This be our song!  To God all praises now belong. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

*Invitation 

*Hymn 92: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!” ................................................... DIADEM 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Christ Is Risen!” .............................................................. Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 


