
 

 

 

 
 

MARCH 25, 2018 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MARCH 25, 2018 

PALM SUNDAY 

GATHERING FOR THE JOURNEY 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude: “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” ............................................ Johann Sebastian Bach 

JOURNEYING INTO JERUSALEM 

Introit (Chancel Choir): “Palm Sunday Processional”............... Daniel Greig and Jon Paige 
Sing and chant to the Son of David, bring unto the King a jubilant song.  Raise your 

voices, sing hosanna.  Sing hosanna, blessed is the One who comes in the name of the 

Lord.  Sing hosanna! 

Minister:   Rejoice, People of God!  Rejoice and praise God! 

People:    If we did not sing praise, the very stones would cry out. 

Minister:   Cry out, people of faith, for your Savior draws near to Jerusalem.  

People:    Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Minister:   Hosanna to the son of David!  

People:    Hosanna in the highest! 

*Processional Hymn 192: “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” ............................ ST. THEODULPH 

Praise and Alleluia Choirs: “Filled with Excitement” .............................. Rubén Ruíz Ávila 
Filled with excitement, all the happy throng spread cloaks and branches on the city 

streets.  There in the distance they begin to see, riding on a donkey, comes the Son of 

God.  Hosanna, hosanna to the King! 

As in that entrance to Jerusalem, we sing hosannas to the Christ, our King, to the living 

Savior who still calls today, asking us to follow him with love and faith.  Hosanna, hosanna 

to the King! 

A Time with the Children – Esther Soud Parker 

___________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand.   

No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices. 



PRAYING FOR THE JOURNEY 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  Merciful God, we offer you our lives, full as they are of shadow 

and light, of kindness and apathy, of hope and despair.  Take what is broken and 

mend it; take what is wrong and right it; take what is destructive and disable it; take 

what is useless and make it useful.  Heal our sin, we pray.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer 

NURTURING FOR THE JOURNEY 

Old Testament: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Mark 11:1-11 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Save Us!” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 
Jesus, when you rode into Jerusalem the people waved palms with shouts of acclamation.   

Grant that when the shouting dies we may still walk beside you, even to a cross.   

                — The New Zealand Prayer Book 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:  Surprising God, you come to our lives in ways we do not expect.  We ask for 

success; you teach us acceptance.  We ask to be loved; you ask us to love.  We 

ask for ease; you challenge us. 

People:  Walk among us, surprising God of peace, sanctify our joys and our successes; 

turn our hearts to you.  May our giving and living glorify your name.  Amen.  

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem (Chancel Choir): “Ride On, King Jesus” ................................. arr. Howard Helvey 
Ride on, King Jesus; no man can ahinder me.  He is King of Kings, He is Lord of Lord, 

Jesus Christ, the First and Last; no man aworks like Him.  King Jesus rides a milk-white 

horse; No man aworks like Him.  The river of Jordan He did cross; no man aworks like 

Him.  Jesus rides in the middle of the air; no man aworks like Him.  He calls the saints 

from everywhere; no man aworks like Him.  Ride on! 



*People sing: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (Hymn 195) ...................... HAMBURG 

Were the whole realm of nature mine,  

That were a present far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine,  

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

JOURNEYING FORTH IN FAITH INTO HOLY WEEK  

Litany (see insert) 

Invitation 

*Hymn 108: “Lift High the Cross” ........................................................................ CRUCIFER 

Benediction 

Choral Response: “Christ We Do All Adore Thee” .................................. Théodore Dubois 
Christ, we do all adore thee, and we do praise thee for ever, for on the holy cross hast thou the 

world from sin redeemed.  (from The Seven Last Words of Christ) 

The Cross Leads Us into the World 

Our hosannas sung, our palms waved, let us go with passion into this week.  It is a time for 

preparation . . . each of us must stand beneath the tree and watch the dying if we are to be 

there when the stone is rolled away.  The only road to Easter morning is through the 

unrelenting shadows of that Friday.  Only then will the alleluias be sung; only then will the 

dancing begin. —Ann Weems 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Litany for the Beginning of Holy Week 

 

People: He comes to you on a colt never ridden, his face set before you like flint.  O 

God, you are our help!  Tell us:  Who is this carpenter-king whom we hail? 

What is this day that has swept us away? 

Reader:  Do you not recognize the Bethlehem baby, who arrived to the singing of 

anthems and slept in the silence of awe?  The baby who inspired the joy of the 

angels and kindled the hope of the peoples?  Glory to you in the highest, and 

peace to all on earth! 

Reader: Do you not recognize the temple youth, who questioned the answers of sages 

and answered the questions of teachers?  The youth who amazed the minds of 

the elders and astonished the hearts of his parents?  

Reader: And do you not recognize the Nazareth prophet, who proclaimed release to 

the captives and demanded relief for the poor?  The prophet who preached 

salvation for our foes and was thrown out of our city?  Who is he to be 

glorified?  How can he be the Chosen One? 

Reader: And do you not recognize this messiah, who was anointed by a woman’s 

hand, who established the kingdom for servants and sinners?  The messiah 

who sleeps in the house of outcasts and feasts at the table of fools?  Who is he 

to be glorified?  How can he be the Chosen One?  O God, tell us:  How can 

we hail this carpenter-king or honor this day that has swept us away? 

People: He comes to us on a colt that none has ever ridden.  How soon will we take 

him to the tomb where none has ever lain? 
 

 


