
 

 

 

 

How beautiful will be the day when all the baptized 

understand that their work, their job, is a priestly 

work, that just as I celebrate Mass at the altar, so 

each carpenter celebrates Mass at the workbench, 

and each metalworker, each professional, each 

doctor with the scalpel, the market woman at her 

stand, are performing a priestly office!  How many 

cabdrivers, I know, listen to this message there in 

their cabs; you are a priest at the wheel, my friend, 

if you work with honesty, consecrating that taxi of 

yours to God, bearing a message of peace and love to 

the passengers who ride in your cab.   
        Oscar Arnulfo Romero 
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minute for Mission: Health Equipment Loan Program 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Procession of the Cross 

Prelude: “We Shall Walk Through the Valley in Peace” ................ arr. Douglas E. Wagner 

Handbell Choir 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

People:   Though the earth should change and the mountains shake into the sea, we will 

not fear, for God is with us. 

Minister:   The Lord of Hosts is with us. 

People:   The God of Jacob is our refuge. (from Psalm 46) 

*Hymn 27: “Come, Thou Almighty King” .................................................... ITALIAN HYMN 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  Let us turn to the Lord, who leads us on our journey and listens to our prayers. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  Sustainer God, in our wrestling and wandering and struggling we 

often look for help in all the wrong places.  We rely on systems and protocols and 

governance and power.  We rely on wealth and privilege and the safety of circles that 

share our hopes and dreams – and our prejudices. Forgive us.  May we cast false idols 

from their places of honor.  Teach us that our help comes from you.  Amen.   

___________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand.   

No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer  

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Epistle: Ephesians 2:1-10 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel:  John 3:14-21 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “The Rule We Live” – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

Hymn 73: “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” ............................................. WELLESLEY 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: God of constant love, create in us clean hearts, 

People: And renew a right spirit within us. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “We Shall Walk Through the Valley in Peace” ......................... arr. Moses Hogan 

Chancel Choir 

*People sing: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (Hymn 195) ...................... HAMBURG 

Were the whole realm of nature mine,  

that were a present far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine,  

demands my soul, my life, my all. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 62: “Creator God, Creating Still” ................................................................ ST. ANNE 

Great Day Introductions 



Benediction 

The Cross Leads Us into the World 

Postlude: “O Lamb of God” .............................................................. Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

 

 

 

Music Note – What and Whence Handbells: A handbell is a bell designed to be rung by 

hand.  To ring a handbell, a ringer grasps the bell by its slightly flexible handle –  traditionally 

made of leather, but often now made of plastic – and moves the wrist to make the hinged 

clapper inside the bell strike.  An individual handbell can be used simply as a signal to catch 

people's attention or summon them together, but handbells are also often heard in tuned sets.   

The first tuned handbells were developed by brothers Robert and William Cor in 

Aldbourne, Wiltshire, England, between 1696 and 1724.  The Cor brothers originally made 

latten bells for hame boxes, but for reasons unknown, they began tuning their bells more 

finely to have an accurate fundamental tone, and fitted them with hinged clappers that moved 

only in one plane.  

Originally, tuned sets of handbells, such as the ones made by the Cor brothers, were used 

by change ringers to rehearse outside their towers.  Tower bell ringers’ enthusiasm for 

practicing the complicated algorithms of change ringing can easily exceed the neighbours’ 

patience, so in the days before modern sound control, handbells offered them a way to 

continue ringing without the aural assault.  The handbell sets used by change ringers had the 

same number of bells as in the towers – generally six or twelve tuned to a diatonic scale.  

Mystery writer and theologian Dorothy L. Sayers uses change ringing as a clue in her 

novel The Nine Tailors, which is the name of one of the established changes. 

Handbells were first taken to the United States from England by Margaret Shurcliff in 

1902.  She was presented with a set of 10 handbells in London by Arthur Hughes, the general 

manager of the Whitechapel Bell Foundry after completing two separate two-and-a-half-hour 

change ringing peals in one day. 
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