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those children that cannot afford to 

buy a book at the book fair.  This is 

not an option at Merrick-Moore 

because the PTA has such limited 

funds. 

 PTA members and other parents 

often serve as volunteers to help with 

school book fairs.  This is not the case 

at Merrick-Moore and several other 

schools in Durham.  In October, Paula 

put out a request to the Sojourner 

Sunday School class and other Watts 

Street members to volunteer to help 

the school with the book fair. 

Someone asked if the children could 

afford to purchase books.  The answer 

was that most of the children would 

not get a new book because their 

family could not afford to buy one. 

The Sojourners class responded with 

a very generous financial donation to 

help children purchase new books.  

The Missions Committee also made a 

donation, so the school received over 

$2,000 for vouchers to purchase 

books.  That meant that over 300 

children were able to get a new book 

at the book fair.  

 There were also eight Watts Street 

members (Bob Hellwig, Emily 

McCoy, Ann Koonce, Dave 

Connelly, Nancy Sowa, Clark 

Godfrey, Allyn Meredith, and Cyd 

Reynolds) who volunteered their time 

to come to the school to help during 

the book fair.  The volunteers spent 

time with the children helping them 

find books, filling out voucher forms 

and connecting with them.  

 I was fortunate to be one of the 

volunteers who was able to connect 

 My wife, Paula Januzzi-Godfrey, 

works at Merrick-Moore Elementary 

School.  This is a school where 98% 

of the students receive free or reduced 

lunches.  The PTA (Parents-Teachers 

Association) struggles to maintain its 

current membership of four parents. 

Therefore, the PTA budget to help 

with school projects is very limited. 

 Like most schools, Merrick-

Moore had a Fall Book Fair in late 

November.  Book Fairs serve two 

purposes: 1) they encourage the 

children to read, and 2) they are 

fundraisers for the school library and 

PTA.  The books are brought in by a 

private company for the purpose of 

selling them to children. The school 

gets a percentage of the sales, which 

is split between the school library and 

the PTA.  In other schools, the PTA is 

able to support a voucher program for 
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“The smiles on the faces of the children with new books was 

absolutely wonderful…”   

 

 



 

 

  

 The Durham CAN (Congregations, 

Associations, and Neighborhoods) 

meeting on Saturday, January 27, was 

attended by over 100 people.  Watts 

Street members Rachel Sauls, Lily 

Lehman and Bob Kruhm received 

“listening sessions” training from CAN 

organizers.  Durham CAN received 

unanimous support from member 

organizations for a campaign engaging 

over 1,000 people from member 

congregations and institutions to share 

their visions for and frustrations with 

jobs/wages/criminal justice in 

Durham.  Watts Street committed to 
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 wonderful, but not as big as the smile on 

my face just watching, listening, and 

connecting with the children.   

Clark Godfrey 

WSBC Member 

  
   
  

 

The Missions Committee also made a 

donation, so the school received over 

$2,000 for vouchers to purchase books.  

That meant that over 300 children were 

able to get a new book at the book fair.  

 There were also eight Watts Street 

members (Bob Hellwig, Emily McCoy, 

Ann Koonce, Dave Connelly, Nancy 

Sowa, Clark Godfrey, Allyn Meredith, 

and Cyd Reynolds) who volunteered 

their time to come to the school to help 

during the book fair.  The volunteers 

spent time with the children helping 

them find books, filling out voucher 

forms and connecting with them.  

 I was fortunate to be one of the 

volunteers who was able to connect with 

the children and the staff at Merrick-

Moore.  I am so grateful to be part of the 

Watts Street community that values 

relationship building as part of our  

ministry.  The smiles on the faces of the 

children with new books was absolutely 

listening to 100 members of our 

congregation by April 21.  A 

“listening session” training seminar 

will be held at Watts Street on 

February 8 from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in 

room 115.  Matt Jantzen, a Durham 

CAN organizer, has volunteered to 

moderate the training session at 

WSBC.  Please contact Bob Kruhm if 

you would like to attend this training. 

Bob Kruhm 

Durham CAN Liaison 

rkruhm@nc.rr.com 

919-544-3719 

  
   
  

 

Durham CAN Listening Session 

Listening session 

training – 

February 8 



 

Walltown Neighborhood Ministries 

Food Pantry 
 

 

 

 

 
 

For our neighbors in Walltown, please help stock the  
pantry with non-perishable food items 

 

Cold Cereal 
Canned Vegetables 
Canned Meat 
Canned Fruit  
Soup 
Spaghetti Sauce 
Mashed Potatoes 

 

Mission Baskets 
Contact David Heist (david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-8367) 

Compassion in Action 

Missions Committee:  2017-2018 Missions Committee Members include: Greg Palmer, Chair, 

Elizabeth Forshay, Clark Godfrey, David Heist, Laura Lee, Allyn Meredith, Amy Rublein, Amy Sauls, 

Joy Turner, and April Walton.  Please feel free to contact any of the members for more information 

about Watts Street’s Missions. 
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Rice (Small Bags) 
Pasta 
Grits 
Oatmeal 
Saltine Crackers 
Peanut Butter 
Jelly 

 

Save the date!  CROP Walk is March 25. 

More details to come! 
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Children’s Mission Offering Challenge 
 

Charlie used his for the book fairy fund at his 

school.  They are having a book fair at school and 

the kids each make a wish list with the hope that 

parents send them with money to purchase books on 

their list.  The book fairy fund is used to buy books 

for kids who can't afford to buy a book off their wish 

list.  This way they don't feel left out seeing peers 

purchase books.  – Charlie Abedi, age 7 
 

Dear Ms. Esther, I thought a lot about choices.  I thought 

about a lemonade stand to make more money, and I also 

thought about Urban Ministries.  But I also thought about 

kids in the hospital that might need help.  There were many 

choices, but I decided to help kids in the hospital.  On 

Monday, the 20th of November, I and Dad went to Arts and 

Health at Duke.  A lady named Ms. Sharon told me about 

kids and art kits.  I was donating the money for 8 art kits 

for kids.  The art kits help kids have fun who are in the 

hospital. Kids that are sick use these kits to have fun even if 

they are sick.  They can choose many things to do in the 

hospital – art kits and music.  Books, too. Kids can have 

crossword puzzles and coloring books too.  Thank you  

for the money! - Wren Sasser, age 6 
 

Gibbs used his 

money to help get a 

share your 

Christmas gift. – 

Gibbs Durack, age 7 
 

We have been working on a mission project to 

help raise money for Hope Bags for the women 

at the prison who are getting out in the next few 

months.  We have raised $795.00 to put things in 

a Hope Bag.  We bought toothpaste, notebooks, 

body wash, and blankets.  It was very fun.  We 

loved helping the community.  Easy and fun – 

you should do it too!  - Fay Schwankl-Jobe, age 

9 and Naomi Schwankl-Jobe, age 10 
 

Dear Mrs. Esther, This year I decided that I 

wanted to do something for the 

community.  The ten dollars I had received 

was matched by my grandparents.  I thought 

about what I wanted to do and since I love 

animals, I wanted to donate some things to 

the Durham County Animal Shelter.  So we 

got some canned dog food and some cat food 

and treats.  We also donated some money. 

When we went, there were lots of animals 

without homes and it was sad to see them. 

That is what I did with my money. Thanks for 

giving me money.  Lily Snell, age 8 
 

I am donating my money to Madagascar. It is to help lemurs not to 

be eaten. Thank you for giving me this opportunity to give. - 

Caden, age 10 

I am giving my 10 dollars to Madagascar. Because I want to save 

lemurs. - Alayna, age 6 

Laura Webb Smith adds that the money went to the Duke Lemur 

Center's conservation program to develop sustainable food 

sources for the Malagasy people. The children received a very 

nice thank you note along with a Malagasy ariary note of $1,000 

(worth about 30 cents). The Malagasy currency has a picture of a 

lemur on it! 
 

I used my mission money to buy food for people that can't afford to buy food.  Papa took me to the store and I 

picked out cans of food.  Gaga took the food to the food bank so that people that needed food could have a 

better Christmas. – Zoey Watson-Nelms, age 9 
 

Eli donated $10 to The Diaper 

Bank of NC. He loved spending 

Watts on a Mission day there 

and looks forward to supporting 

their efforts in the future. – Eli 

Taylor, age 10 

 

 On Children’s Sabbath, our 1st – 5th graders received envelopes with $10 from the 

Missions Committee along with information about the Mission Offering Challenge.  

Children were invited to invest or spend the money on a mission project of their choice 

and then share a report on how they used their mission money. Here are a few responses 

from children who have completed their challenge.   

 

  

 

   
   

  
 

Myesha gave her 

mission money to 

the homeless. – 

Myesha Pride, 

age 7 
 

We donated our money to Water Mission to help the 

people in Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria. A lot 

of people who live there still don’t have power.  - 

Audrey Park and Will Park, age 10 
 

Joseph is building on his $10 seed money by exchanging 

hand drawn pictures for donations to Families Moving 

Forward.  Since his passion is LEGO, his goal is to 

raise enough money to buy a Lego set for children to 

play with at the center. – Joseph Rublein, age 8 
 



‘  

“…we do not 

have to confront 

injustice alone.” 
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WSBC at the Women’s March on Raleigh 

 
represented the Peace and Reconciliation 

Mission Group in what proved to be an 

inspirational experience that also 

provided practical advice about getting 

out the vote.  The March was an 

excellent opportunity to learn more 

about the progressive work that is being 

done locally and nationally, to be 

reenergized in our vision for justice, and 

to think critically about feminism and 

intersectionality.  Attending with fellow 

WCBC members enriched friendships 

while reminding us that we do not have 

to confront injustice alone. 

Melissa Harrell 

Rachel Sauls 

Peach and Reconciliation 

Mission Group 

 
 

  

 
 

  
   
  

 

 Five Watts Streeters, representing the 

Peace and Reconciliation Mission Group 

joined thousands of people for the 

Women’s March on Raleigh on January 

20, 2018.  This was the second year for 

this event and was one of many rallies 

held around the country and the world.  

Amy Armstrong, Joy Turner, Alysa 

Turner, Melissa Harrell, and Rachel Sauls 

(and Rachel’s friend Marisa Sclafani) 

Snow and cold weather did not stop the 

Women’s March on Raleigh!  Joy Turner, 

Alysa Turner, Amy Armstrong, Melissa 

Harrell and Rachel Sauls represented 

WSBC. 

Meals on Wheels Day - Tuesday, February 20 
 

 The WSBC Missions Committee and Senior Adult Coordinating Council announce another 

opportunity for Watts Street to help assemble and pack meals at Meals on Wheels of Durham. The 

next MOW packing event is Tuesday, February 20 from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m.  All ages are welcome to 

participate.  We car pool from the Urban Avenue parking lot to the MOW facility at 2522 Ross 

Road.  Please RSVP to Bob Kruhm or call the church office to sign up.  

Bob Kruhm 

Meals on Wheels Liaison  

rkruhm@nc.rr.com 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day at WSBC  

 agenda rooted in a framework that 

uplifts our deepest moral and 

constitutional values to redeem the 

heart and soul of our country 

(www.breachrepairers.org).”   The 

events of MLK Sunday provided an 

opportunity to engage in further 

conversation with Dr. Tyson and our 

neighbors at St. John’s in discovering 

how to pray with our feet as we 

strive to build community among all 

our neighbors. 

Amy Armstrong 

Peace and Reconciliation 

 Mission Group  
 

   
 

  

 
 

  
   
  

 

 On Sunday, January 14th, WSBC 

hosted the annual joint worship service 

with St. John’s Missionary Baptist 

Church honoring Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Sunday.  Dr. Timothy Tyson, was the 

guest proclaimer with his message 

Learning to Pray with Your Feet.  Dr. 

Tyson is a Senior Research Scholar at 

the Center for Documentary Studies at 

Duke University, Visiting Professor of 

American Christianity and Southern 

Culture at Duke Divinity School, and 

holds positions in the Department of 

American Studies at UNC, and the 

Department of History at Duke 

University.  Senior ministers from both 

churches, Rev. Dorisanne Cooper and 

Rev. Robert Daniels, served as co-

liturgists, and combined choirs helped 

to lead the service.  The Minute for 

Mission offering gathered during 

worship provided $1,679.67 for the 

Walltown Neighborhood Ministries 

Food Pantry. 

 Following the service, over 200 

people gathered in the Fellowship Hall 

for lunch and conversation hosted by 

the Peace and Reconciliation Mission 

Group.  Dr. Tyson encouraged the 

congregations to connect with a new 

movement called Repairers of the 

Breach, “a nonpartisan not-for-profit 

organization that seeks to build a moral  

Rev. Robert Daniels, pastor of St. John’s Missionary 

Baptist Church, Dr. Timothy Tyson, guest speaker for 

MLK Day, Dorisanne Cooper, pastor of Watts Street 

Baptist Church 

Partnership for Seniors:  Food Talk 

  Watts Street is hosting a listening session called “Food Talk” on Tuesday, February 13 from 11:00 

a.m. until noon in the Fellowship Hall.  “Food Talk” is a subcommittee of the Committee on Senior Food 

and Nutrition of the Partnership for Seniors.  The subcommittee is gathering stories about food insecurity 

and lack of access to fresh produce and cooked meals in Durham.  WSBC members are welcome to join 

the conversation about obstacles to food security.  A potluck lunch will be served.  Contact Bob Kruhm 

(rkruhm@nc.rr.com) if you plan to come.  
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days are the same, but often our 

volunteers are engaged in sanitizing 

equipment, assisting customers or 

making minor repairs.  It is most 

helpful to have volunteers that can 

commit to helping out at least eight 

hours per month.  Our store hours are 

Tuesdays from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 

p.m. and Fridays from 2:00 p.m. to 

6:00 p.m., and we are located at the 

Scrap Exchange at 2050 Chapel Hill 

Road in Durham.  If you are 

interested in learning more and 

finding a way to join our wonderful 

team of volunteers, please contact 

Amy Armstrong, Manager, or Anne 

Drennan, Senior Ambassador.  We 

hope to see you soon! 

Amy Armstrong 

Manager, HELP 

amy.armstrong@gmail.com 

  
 

  
   
  

 

 The Health Equipment Loan 

Program (HELP) is looking for more 

volunteers.  Volunteering generally 

means working two- or four-hour shifts 

during “store” hours when we accept 

donations and distribute loans of 

durable medical equipment.  No two 

Another 

opportunity to 

volunteer! 
 

 

 
 

Hurricane Relief Fund-raisers Update 

The WSBC Youth Ministry would like to thank the congregation for their tremendous support of our fund-raisers for 
hurricane relief.  Here are our current totals: 
  

Fund-raiser Amount Raised Organizations Supporting 
10% of proceeds from Fall Bazaar $800 One America Appeal, Global Giving 
Church Cookbooks $1,859.74 (and counting!) One America Appeal, Global Giving 

“Away From a Manger” Christmas Program $2,183 United for Puerto Rico 
GRAND TOTAL 
for Hurricane Relief 

$4,842.74 
(and counting!) 

  

  
We have a few cookbooks left (and can always order more).  If you or someone you know would like to reserve a 
copy, please email Kelly@wattsstreet.org.  The cookbooks sell for $15 ($10 for recipe contributors).  
 

 

Ann Ringland, Andy Silva, and Anne 

Drennan volunteering at HELP 
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FMF Works to Build a Healthy Community, 

One Meal at a Time 
 

- Children’s Enrichment – Monday 

through Thursday, 6:30-7:30 

p.m.: Support the school-age 

kids’ social and emotional 

development through two clubs 

available for the kids to choose 

from each weekday night.  FMF 

needs volunteers to be able to 

sustain this program.  Contact 

Tasha Melvin, tasha@fmfnc.org, 

for more information. 

- Boy Scout Leaders – FMF is 

excited about an opportunity to 

bring a Boy Scout troop to the 

young males.  In order for this to 

happen, they need five 

volunteers, two of whom will 

serve as the primary leaders. 

FMF has already identified two 

volunteers that will start a Girl 

Scouts troop at FMF and would 

like for them to begin around the 

same time if possible.  If you are 

interested, or know someone 

who would make a great troop 

leader please contact  Rachel 

Taylor, Children’s Services 

Coordinator, at rachel@ 

fmfnc.org.    

 There is also an opportunity to 

volunteer with other Watts Streeters 

about one week in ten as we join with 

Duke Memorial UMC and 

Shepherd’s House UMC to provide 

and share nightly meals at FMF.  The 

next opportunity will be April 30 – 

May 3.  Contact Stuart Wells for 

more information.  

 Stuart Wells 

WSBC Coordinator 

stuart.wells@duke.edu 
 

  
   
  

 

 One of the more popular adult 

workshops at Families Moving 

Forward (FMF) is the “Healthy Me” 

series.  The families in the program 

are learning new ways to live 

healthier lives. 

  In the spirit of supporting FMF 

families in making good decisions 

about what they are eating, volunteer 

chefs are being encouraged to 

provide fruit or another healthy 

alternative for dessert if possible, and 

to think about the healthy plate or 

food pyramid (grains, vegetables, 

fruits, dairy, meat/beans/fish) as they 

go about planning what will be 

served. 

  “Not only will this encourage a 

healthier lifestyle, we are hoping 

parents will pick up new meal ideas 

they’ve never tried before and add 

them to their own family meal 

rotation,” says Tasha Melvin, FMF’s 

Community Engagement 

Coordinator.  

  The response from volunteers has 

been terrific, and many are using 

Google Drive to publish in advance 

what they are planning to serve, 

assuring more variety of offerings. 

  FMF is also working to improve 

the resilience of the children in their 

care, offering three special 

opportunities that would benefit from 

additional volunteers. 

-  Study Buddies – Monday 

through Thursday, 4:30-5:30 

p.m.: Work with 1-2 kids at a 

time on homework, or reading, 

writing, or math games.  Contact 

Tasha Melvin, tasha@fmfnc.org, 

for more information. 

The next FMF week 

for Watts Street 

volunteers is April 

30 – May 3. 
 

 


