
 

 

Transfiguration 

For that one moment, ‘in and out of time’, 
On that one mountain where all moments meet, 
The daily veil that covers the sublime 
In darkling glass fell dazzled at his feet. 
There were no angels full of eyes and wings 
Just living glory full of truth and grace. 
The Love that dances at the heart of things 
Shone out upon us from a human face 
And to that light the light in us leaped up, 
We felt it quicken somewhere deep within, 
A sudden blaze of long-extinguished hope 
Trembled and tingled through the tender skin. 
Nor can this this blackened sky, this darkened scar 
Eclipse that glimpse of how things really are. 

                                                 —Malcolm Guite 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

FEBRUARY 11, 2018 

TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY 
 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minute for Mission: Restorative Justice Durham 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “When Christ’s Appearing Was Made Known”...................... Dietrich Buxtehude 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:  The glory of God transfigures the everyday.  The light of God transfigures 

familiar faces. 

People:  At the heights of our worship, may God’s presence shine through the 

commonplace. 

Minister:   At the depths of our pain and struggle, may God’s presence give us courage 

and peace. 

People:  May God’s light, shining in the face of Christ, illumine all our days.  

*Hymn 66: “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” ................................................ ST. DENIO 

Praise & Alleluia Choirs: “Let Us Walk in the Light of the Lord” .. Vicki Hancock Wright 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister: Listen!  The voice of God is calling.   

People: It is the voice of the one who creates us and loves us.  

Minister: The voice of God is calling us to a new life of care and compassion.  

People: Listen!  The voice of God is calling.  

Minister: Speak, O Holy One, for your people are listening.  

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

*If able, please stand.   No photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  God our Creator, we confess that we are broken, sinful creatures.  

You shine with perfect beauty, but we turn away from your presence.  You blaze with 

heavenly glory, but we hide our faces from your truth.  Forgive us, God of grace.  

Shine in our hearts this day through the light of your Word so that we may glorify 

you forever; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament: II Kings 2:1-12 

Solo: “Then Shall the Righteous Shine Forth” (from Elijah) ........... Felix Mendelssohn 
Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in their heavenly Father’s realm.  Joy on their 

head shall be forever-lasting and all sorrow and mourning shall flee away forever.  (Matthew 

13:43; Isaiah 51:11) 

Epistle: II Corinthians 4:3-6  

Hymn (insert): “Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies” .......................................... RATISBON 

Gospel: Mark 9:2-9  

Chancel Choir: “O Nata Lux” (from Lux Aeterna) (see insert) ......... Morten Lauridsen 

Silence 
O God, who on the holy mount revealed to chosen witnesses your well-beloved Son, 

wonderfully transfigured, in raiment white and glistening: Mercifully grant that we, 

being delivered from the disquietude of the world, may by faith behold the King in his 

beauty.  – The Book of Common Prayer 

*Hymn 100: “When Morning Gilds the Skies”............................................ LAUDES DOMINI 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:  O God, you take us to the top of the mountain to worship.  Sometimes we 

want to stay there forever. 

People:  But then you send us down the mountain to the sick, the hungry, the fearful, 

so we can share the good news of the kingdom and the signs of its coming. 

Minister: Help us share your good gifts, so others can see you.  Amen. 

Receiving Our Gifts 



Congregational Anthem: Hymn 176: “Sing of God Made Manifest” ................. SALZBURG 

Each stanza will be preceded by an organ variation by Johann Pachelbel. 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures here below;  Alleluia, 

Alleluia.  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, triune, whom we adore.  Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation to Membership 

*Hymn 124: “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” .................................................. PICARDY  

Benediction 

Choral Benediction: “Holy Is the True Light” (see insert) .......................William H. Harris 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Alleluyas” (see insert) .................................................................. Simon Preston 
 

 

Cover:  Transfiguration, by Rebecca Merry 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

 

CHURCH STAFF:  Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Director of Children’s Music 

Ministries; Diane Eubanks Hill, Minister with Adults; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children 

and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, 

Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 

 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


Chancel Choir: “O Nata Lux” (from Lux Aeterna) .................................. Morten Lauridsen 

O nata lux de lumine, Jesu redemptor saeculi, 

dignare clemens supplicum laudes preces que 

sumere.  Qui carne quondam contegi dignatus es 

pro perditis.  Nos membra confer effici, tui beati 

corporis. 

 

 

O born light of light, Jesus, redeemer of 

the world, mercifully deem worthy and 

accept the praises and prayers of Thy 

supplicants.  Thou who once deigned to 

be clothed in flesh for the sake of the 

lost ones, grant us to be made members 

of Thy holy body. [The Transfiguration] 

 

 

Choral Benediction: “Holy Is the True Light” ..........................................William H. Harris 
Holy is the true light, and passing wonderful, lending radiance to them that endured in the 

heat of the conflict: from Christ they inherit a home of unfading splendour, wherein they 

rejoice with gladness evermore, with gladness evermore.  Alleluia, Alleluia.  

 

 

Postlude: “Alleluyas” ..................................................................................... Simon Preston 
At His feet the six-winged seraph, Cherubim with sleepless eye, Veil their faces to the 

presence, As with ceaseless voice they cry: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord Most High! 

(Liturgy of St. James; Hymn: “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”) 

 



 


