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The Season of Lent at Watts Street  
Lent begins this year on Wednesday, February 14.  Originating in the fourth century of the church, Lent spans 40 
weekdays (symbolic of Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness) beginning on Ash Wednesday and climaxing during Holy 
Week with Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.  It concludes the Saturday before Easter.  Originally, Lent was the 
time of preparation for those who were to be baptized, but since these new members were to be received into a 
living community of Faith, the entire community was called to preparation.  The three traditional practices to be 
taken up with renewed vigor during Lent are prayer (justice toward God), fasting (justice toward self), and 
almsgiving (justice toward neighbor).  In modern times people often give up a “vice” and give the time or money 
spent doing that to charitable purposes or organizations.  Others add a practice to their lives that will bring them 
closer to God.  The intent of all of this is a preparation to celebrate God’s marvelous redemption at Easter, and the 
resurrected life that we live, and hope for, as Christians.   

Our theme for this year’s Lenten season is “Following the Rulebreaker” and explores how Jesus engages with, 
resists, challenges and transforms rules all around him.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth and Senior Adult Sweetheart Banquet 
Sunday, February 11 
Enjoy elegant dining, dazzling entertainment, and good 
company in the fellowship hall after the morning 
worship service.  Youth, please sign up with Kelly.  
Senior adults, please make your reservation with the 
church office by Monday, February 5.  Please note if you 
need transportation.  

WattsLine Change!   
We were recently informed by the US Postal Service that 
we need to change our mailing practice for bulk mail of 
the WattsLine.  Prompted by this and encouraged by the 
idea of being better stewards of our paper and copy 
usage, we’re planning a change in our primary method of 
getting the WattsLine to you.  Most of you already get an 
email link (to a color copy!) and many get a paper copy 
also.  Beginning with the March WattsLine, WattsLine 
newsletters will be sent out primarily by email.  If you 
prefer to receive a paper copy, we have a number we can 
still send out (especially for those without email).  
Homebound members will continue to receive a mailed 
copy and paper copies are available at church.  If you 
wish to continue receiving a mailed copy at home, 
please contact Sherrill in the office 
(sherrill@wattsstreet.org or 919-688-1366) by 
February 19.  Thank you for helping us spread the 
word.  

Wednesday, February 14—Ash Wednesday 
6:00 p.m.—Service for Children and Families  
6:30 p.m.—All Ages Service 
Both services will include the imposition of ashes  

Sunday, February 18—Lent I 
“Changing the Rules” 
Mark 1:9-15, Genesis 9:8-17 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching  

Sunday, February 25—Lent II 
“Rejecting the Old Rules” 
Mark 8:31-38; Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

 
 

Sunday, March 4—Lent III 
“Remembering the Rules” 
John 2:13-22; Exodus 20:1-17 
Guest Preacher 

Sunday, March 11—Lent IV 
“The Rule We Live” 
John 3:14-21; Numbers 21:4-9 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
Sunday, March 18—Lent V 
Youth Sunday 

Sunday, March 25—Palm Sunday 
“When Rules Collide” 
Mark 11:1-11 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

mailto:sherrill@wattsstreet.org
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2018 Pledge Update 
It’s going to be a great year at Watts 
Street and as we seek to fund our 
missions and ministries, we’re hoping 
that everyone can play a part in helping 
this happen.  We can do it if we all work 
together!  As of the third week in 
January, we’re at 87.1% of our Pledge Goal for 2018.  
In dollar amounts we still need about $98,000 in 
pledges to reach our goal for this year.  Every pledge 
helps us reach our goal.  If you haven’t yet pledged and 
would like to do so, you can find cards in the pew racks 
or you can go online (http://wattsstreet.org/give) to a 
secure pledge card that goes directly to the financial 
secretary.  (If you prefer, you may indicate that you 
intend to give without naming a specific amount.)   

Register Now for the Beach Retreat! 
Plans are underway for our annual All Ages Beach 
Retreat at Ft. Caswell on April 27, 28, and 29.  
Participants from past years have celebrated the rich 
community time, the Saturday morning interactive 
theme focus, time on the beach, long walks, reading on 
the porches, the Saturday night Talent Xtravaganza, 
Sunday morning worship, spirited singing, and getting 
to know lots of WS people better as we work side by 
side on meals.  What a great time!  Families and groups 
of friends have private rooms, with a private bath in the 
room or across the hall.  Youth stay in dormitory style 
rooms. 

This year we are again using online registration through 
our church website beginning the first week of 
February.  Access the registration page from 
www.wattsstreet.org/AABR.  Pay with a credit card 
right from the website (via Paypal) or bring a check to 
the church.  Don’t let cost prohibit your participation, 
however, as scholarships are available.  Paper 
brochures/registration forms will be available at church. 

Pick up a brochure or read the AABR webpage for 
more information.  Rooms are assigned as registration 
fees are received.  The registration deadline is March 
26.  See Kelly Sasser or Esther Soud Parker with 
questions. 

Gifts and Call Committee Begins Work  
The 2018 Gifts and Call Committee begins work in 
February identifying Deacons, Church Council 
members, and committee members for the 2018-2019 
church year.  There are so many ways to live out your 
call in this world but we hope you will consider a place 
at church.  We know that each of you has gifts to share; 
sometimes we don’t know what they are.  So, please 
pray about where God is leading you.  It may not be on 
a standing committee but there are many less known 

places that need YOU!  Contact a staff minister or one 
of the Gifts and Call committee members: Christa 
Abedi, Steve Booth, Anne Drennan, Sam Gunter, 
Logan Wilkins, Ginny Wilkins, Jennifer Wilkins, or 
Blanche Williams with questions or suggestions of 
yourself or others. 

Wednesday Night Suppers and Community 
Weekly Wednesday night suppers and programs 
continue.  The supper line opens at 5:30. Children 3 
years through 5th grade:  $3.  Youth and adults: $7.  
Family cap:  $24.  Children under 4 eat free.  Please 
make reservations in the Friendship Register by the 
Sunday prior, or by contacting the church office by 
Monday before noon.  We begin community time at 
5:55 p.m.  Children’s music ministry and Youth Service 
Learning follow supper.  For the Living of These Days, 
led by Dorisanne Cooper, begins at 6:30 in the Chapel.  

Watts Street 101 
Watts Street 101, a series of three conversations about 
the life and ministry of Watts Street Baptist Church, is 
set for February 11, 18 and 25, from 9:45 to 10:45 in 
the Library.  Church staff and lay leaders meet with 
visitors and recent new members.  Children and youth 
are encouraged to go to Sunday School during this 
time.  To learn more about the congregation, we invite 
you to attend these conversations, offered by our 
Deacons.  Please see one of the staff ministers, or 
Deacon Gordon Whitaker, if you have questions.  

February Mission Baskets 
The mission baskets in the side foyer and the 
Fellowship Hall collect donations of non-perishable 
food for Walltown Neighborhood Ministries Food 
Pantry.  The program has been flooded with phone calls 
and referrals from the Walltown community due to 
changes in the Medicaid, Medicare and the NC Food 
Stamp program.  Please see the list of items needed next 
to the baskets.  Contact David Heist 
(david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-8367) with 
questions.  

February M4M 
Our February 11 Minute for Mission will be for 
Restorative Justice Durham, a project of the Religious 
Coalition for a Nonviolent Durham.  They are a 
collaboration of people of faith, community partners, 
and criminal justice practitioners who seek a restorative 
process that repairs the harm of crime and restores 
relationships, individually and collectively, that were 
hurt by wrongdoing.  This volunteer-led restorative 
justice process brings together the person harmed and 
the person who caused the harm, as well as their 
supporters, family and community members, to talk 
about the incident and to come to an agreement for how 
the person who caused the harm can take responsibility 
for their actions and how the victims' needs can be met 

News Briefs 

http://wattsstreet.org/give
http://www.wattsstreet.org/AABR
tel:(919)%20475-8367
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by the process.  Contact Kacey Reynolds Schedler or 
Marcia Owen for more information.   Checks should be 
made out to WSBC, with RJDurham noted in the memo 
line. 

Young Adult Ministry Lunch Gathering 
Join us for lunch on Sunday, February 4, at 12:15 p.m. 
at El Rodeo (Brightleaf Square).  For details on 
upcoming events, visit www.wattsstreet.org or contact 
Blanche Williams (blanche.williams50@gmail.com) or 
Kelly Sasser (kelly@wattsstreet.org). 

Out and About on February 17 
Fran Langstaff will host our potluck supper gathering at 
her home, 6:30 pm.  Bring food and drink to share.  All 
are welcome for fellowship with WSBC's LGBTQ 
members and their friends.  Call Gordon Whitaker (919-
918-3658) for information. 

HKonJ - the annual Moral March on 
Raleigh, February 10. 
Join us to show support for a state government 
responsive to the needs of all our people. We'll meet at 
9:00 a.m. at WSBC to carpool to Raleigh. If you want to 
meet us there, look for our NC state flag near the corner 
of South and Wilmington Streets.  Sponsored by Peace 
and Reconciliation Mission Group. 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper   
February 13, 5:30 p.m. 
Once again, this year, Adult Ed offers 
pancakes and fun on Shrove Tuesday, 
February 13.  No reservations needed 
for this meal, which includes pancakes, 
sausage (both meat and veggie) and 
fruit, along with OJ and coffee!  Cost:  $6 for youth and 
adults, $3 for children 3 years through 5th grade.  And, 
of course, all ages will enjoy the cupcake walk!  

Winter Church Meeting:  February 25 
The Winter Church Meeting is set for February 25, 
following the worship service.  New members are 
introduced and committee reports received, including 
updates from the Treasurers and Stewardship.  

First Glimpse of Dorisanne’s Trip 
You’re invited to gather at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, 
February 27, in Room 102, to hear Dorisanne’s 
reflection on her recent trip to Israel/Palestine.  Because 
a sandwich lunch will be available afterwards, please 
make your reservation with the church office by Friday, 
February 23.  Other trip reflections will be scheduled at 
later dates. 

 
 
 
 

Preview:  March Forums for Adults  
March 4, 11, 18   
Adult Ed will offer the following two Forums for adults 
in March during the Sunday School hour.  Make plans 
now to take part in one of these opportunities to stretch 
your faith and engage with other Watts Streeters.  For 
details, look for flyers around the church building, or 
see the March WattsLine. 
1. Getting Involved with God: Rediscovering the Old 

Testament – with Dr. Ellen Davis 
“This is a book about getting, and staying, involved 
with God―what it takes, what it costs, what it looks 
and feels like, why anyone would want to do it 
anyway. It is at the same time a book about reading 
the Old Testament as a source of Good News and 
guidance for our life with God. ―from the 
Introduction to Dr. Davis’s book 

The first two sessions will be discussions amongst 
ourselves framed around topics from the book.  Dr. 
Davis will join us for a conversation in the last 
session when we can get all our questions answered. 

You’re invited to purchase Dr. Davis’ paperback 
book Getting Involved with God from your favorite 
bookseller.  If you are interested in going more in-
depth with the book and helping prepare for the 
forum, please contact: Maggie Ellis Chotas 
(maggiechotas@gmail.com, 919-801-4748). 

2. Telling Our Stories invites those gathered to listen in 
on the personal faith journeys of our members.  Our 
stories offer a window into who we are, and sharing 
our stories helps knit us together as a church 
family.  Two presenters each Sunday will reflect on 
the questions “What was the faith background of 
your childhood?  What have you held on to?  What 
have you discarded?”  Time for response from 
others will be offered. 

Celebrating Diane!   
Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 14, for a grand 
celebration of Diane Eubanks Hill’s Ministry and 
Retirement.  The celebration starts at 4:00 p.m. in the 
sanctuary with a hearty reception to follow in the 
fellowship hall.  Stay tuned for more details! 

If the Weather Outside is Frightful…! 
If the weather is questionable, consult wattsstreet.org.  
Information also may be available on WRAL and 
WTVD.  On Sundays, if snow or ice is on the street or 
sidewalks, Sunday School will be cancelled.  If 
conditions around the building permit, worship will be 
held for all who wish to come.  Wednesday night supper 
programming often will follow the Durham Public 
Schools schedule.  As always, please use your judgment 
about safety.  

http://www.wattsstreet.org
mailto:blanche.williams50@gmail.com
mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
mailto:maggiechotas@gmail.com
http://wattsstreet.org
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Sunday Ministry Volunteers 
February 4 
Greeters: Emily Joiner, Karoline Johnson & Zac Barker 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig,  

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Hope Durack 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Dawn Eberhard, Open 
Toddlers: Karen Barber, Open, Georgia Chotas 
Preschool II: Wanda Burton-Crutchfield, Open, Open 
Preschool III: Maggie Chotas, Judi Powell, Nick Chotas 
Lock up: Steve Booth 
Sound System: Mike Killam 
February 11 
Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Pat Revels 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig, 

Michelle Roach, Steve Ross 
Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Michelle Roach, Kacey Reynolds 

Schedler, Open 
Toddlers: Brian or Jenny Barrier, Emily Joiner, Kate Patillo 
Preschool II: Billy Price, Open, Max Husack 
Preschool III: Scott Job, Ted McDaniel, Philip Patillo 
Lock up: Tim Cline 
Sound System: Logan Wilkins 
 

 
February 18 
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Maggie Chotas, Joe Gary, 

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Amy Armstrong 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, John Rublein, Tina Ward, 

Aria Oliver 
Toddlers: Melissa Harrell, Open, Evelyn Ritz 
Preschool II: Ashlee or Brian Crews, Joy Turner, Open 
Preschool III: Amy Rublein, Elizabeth Sasser, Henry Mitchell 
Lock up: Alan Williams 
Sound System: Evelyn Ritz 
February 25 
Greeters: David Goodman, Lisa & David Rhoades 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Robb Damman, Bob Hellwig,  

Steve Ross, Ann Stickel 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Anne Claire Broughton, Amy Sauls, 

Emily Holloway 
Toddlers: Kristi Giemza, Samuel Gunter, Hannah Sauls 
Preschool II: Matt Hanchey, Allyn Meredith, Sarah Hanchey 
Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Open, Richie Freeman 
Lock up: Zac Barker 
Sound System: Eva Irmy 

Welcoming Shabbat  

On Friday, January 26, Dorisanne and Esther welcomed the Sabbath with Beth El Preschool.  Rabbi Dan Greyber 

from Beth El Synagogue and Lorri Gudeman, Beth El’s preschool director, led the Shabbat service.  Children sang 
songs, practiced Hebrew, ate challah bread, and listened to a story about Tu B’Shvat, a Jewish holiday to celebrate 
the birthday of trees budding in Israel this time of year.   
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Sunday, February 4 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne 

Cooper preaching 
 2:00 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
 3:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Superbowl Pre-

game Party 
 5:00 p.m. Small Group at 

Franklin/Brennan home 
 5:00 p.m. Gifts & Call 

Committee 
Monday, February 5 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Adult Education 

Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, February 6 
 11:00 a.m. Update on Managing 

Dementia 
 6:30 p.m. Children’s Education 

Ministry Commitee  
(Sasser home) 

 7:00 p.m. Buildings & Grounds 
Committee 

Wednesday, February 7 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ 

Meeting 
 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee: Big 

Business 
 4:30 p.m. Youth Discipleship 

Class I 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:05 p.m. Rhythm & Coos 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 5:55 p.m. Children’s Music & 

Worship Labs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/

Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living 

of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, February 8 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging 

Gracefully 
 7:00 p.m. IT Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Memoir Writing Group 
Saturday, February 10 
 9:00 a.m. HKonJ Annual March 

in Raleigh 
 10:00 a.m. Youth Decorating Party 
Sunday, February 11 
 9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Guest 

Preacher 
 12:15 p.m. Worship and Music 

Committee 
 12:15 p.m. Youth & Sr. Adult 

Sweetheart Banquet 
 2:00 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
Monday, February 12  
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Personnel Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Youth Education 

Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, February 13 
 5:30 p.m. Shrove Tuesday 

Pancake Supper 
Wednesday, February 14 -˗˗ Ash 

Wednesday 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ 

Meeting 
 4:30 p.m. Youth Discipleship 

Class II 
 6:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday 

Service 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, February 15 
 7:00 p.m. CRJP-Restorative 

Justice Circle process 
Saturday, February 17 
 9:15 a.m. Youth Service /

Learning, Stop Hunger 
Now 

 6:30 p.m. Out & About at Fran 
Langstaff’s home 

Sunday, February 18 
 9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne 

Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Small Group at 

Franklin/Brennan home 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and 

Youth Group 
Monday, February 19 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Peace & Reconciliation 

Mission Group 
 7:00 p.m. Treasurers 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, February 20 
 12:00 p.m. Book Club: Chasing 

the North Star 
 7:00 p.m. Deacons 
Wednesday, February 21 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ 

Meeting 
 4:30 p.m. Youth Discipleship 

Class III 

 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:05 p.m. Rhythm & Coos 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 5:55 p.m. Children’s Music and 

Worship Labs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/

Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living 

of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, February 22 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging 

Gracefully 
Saturday, February 24 
 9:00 a.m. Bystander Training 
 9:00 a.m. Deacon Retreat 
Sunday, February 25 
 9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne 

Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Winter Church 

Luncheon/Meeting 
 2:00 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
 2:00 p.m. Bystander Training 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Small Group at 

Franklin/Brennan home 
Monday, February 26 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Stewardship 

Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, February 27 
 7:00 p.m. Church Council 
Wednesday, February 28 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ 

Meeting 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:05 p.m. Rhythm & Coos 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 5:55 p.m. Children’s Music and 

Worship Labs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/

Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living 

of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Calendar 
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Lots of Upcoming Opportunities for Adults! 
• New Strategies for Responding to Dementia 

Tuesday February 6, 11 a.m.   
Mitch Heflin, M.D., helps us focus on understanding 
the ever-evolving causes and potential treatments for 
dementia.  This session provides a review of this 
difficult, common problem and an update on recent 
advances.  Because a sandwich lunch is provided, 
please respond to Diane Eubanks Hill (919-688-1366, 
diane@wattsstreet.org) by Friday, February 2, if you 
plan to attend.  Offered by the Senior Adult 
Coordinating Council.  Open to all. 

• Small group to discuss The Warmth of Other Suns 
by Isabel Wilkinson 
Sundays, February 4, 18, and 25, 5:00 – 6:30 
This small group, limited to 10 participants, will 
gather at the home of Robin Franklin and Cathy 
Brennan. A snack supper will be served.  Email 
robin.franklin@gmail.com for more information and 
to reserve your spot. 

• Noon Book Club 
Tuesday, February 20 
The Noon Book Club meets in room 102.  Emily 
McCoy (919-489-0483, mccoy6320@gmail.com) 
serves as coordinator. Drop-ins are always welcomed 
to this lively conversation!  The book for February is 
Chasing the North Star by Robert Morgan. 

• Temple Theater Trip, Church Basement Ladies 
Friday, March 9 
Travel with your WS friends to Sanford, NC to enjoy 
the production of Church Basement Ladies.  As with 
the last show we enjoyed at the Temple, this show 
promises to be extremely entertaining.  Tickets:  $21.  
Pick up a flyer from the foyers in the church building 
and return the registration form and your check to the 
church office by February 28.  See Kathy Davis 
(khdpartyon@aol.com) with questions. 

• Lenten Journey Hike  
Saturday, March 10, 2:00 p.m. 
WSBC members and friends are invited to participate 
in a hike focused on the Lenten journey and led by 
Debra Freeman.  Gather at 2:00 p.m. in the parking 
area of Johnston Mill Preserve located at 6001 
Turkey Farm Rd., Chapel Hill, NC 27514.  The hike 
is a little over 2 1/4 miles long and includes some 
elevation changes.  Along the way there will be 
opportunities for Lenten meditation using the Psalms 
and hymns.  All ages are welcome!  Check out the 
website:  https://www.triangleland.org/explore/nature
-preserves/johnston-mill-nature-preserve,  See Debra 
Freeman (debra_cole_freeman@hotmail.com) with 
questions.  

 
 
Ongoing ‘Drop-in’ Groups for Adults 
Several ongoing groups are offered for Watts Street 
adults.  You may drop in on any of these groups at any 
time. 

• Men’s Breakfast gathers on Thursdays, February 8 
and 22, 7:15 a.m., Elmo’s Diner.  See Dick Chorley 
(rchorley@nc.rr.com, 919-286-1645) with questions. 

• The Art of Aging Gracefully, an ongoing 
conversation about the gifts and challenges of aging, 
gathers Thursdays, February 8 and 22, 10:30 a.m., 
room 104-A.  Participants have opportunity to tell 
their stories and to hear the stories of others.  David 
May (919-493-2289) serves as coordinator. 

• Movie Matinees:  First Wednesday Movie Matinees 
continue, offered by the Senior Adult Coordinating 
Council and open to all, in room 102 at 1:00 p.m.  
Enjoy the movie, along with popcorn and soda, as 
well as time with your friends!  On February 7 we 
enjoy Big Business.  Wikipedia reports that this 
“1988 American comedy film starring Bette Midler 
and Lily Tomlin (each playing two roles) revolves 
around two sets of identical female twins 

mismatched at birth.” 

Adult Ministry News 

 
 

 
Celebrate with our Nonagenarians! 

 
Lib Price who turns 91 on February 8.   

Her address is 469 Freedom Blvd.,  
Coatesville, PA, 19320. 

Birthday Wishes 

mailto:mccoy6320@gmail.com
https://www.triangleland.org/explore/nature-preserves/johnston-mill-nature-preserve
https://www.triangleland.org/explore/nature-preserves/johnston-mill-nature-preserve
mailto:debra_cole_freeman@hotmail.com
mailto:rchorley@nc.rr.com
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Children’s Mission Offering Challenge  
On Children’s Sabbath, 1st – 5th graders received $10 
from the Missions Committee along with information 
about the Mission Offering Challenge:   

I am donating my money to Madagascar. It is to help 
lemurs not to be eaten.  Thank you for giving me this 
opportunity to give. - Caden, age 10 

I am giving my 10 dollars to Madagascar.  Because I 
want to save lemurs. - Alayna, age 6 

Laura Webb Smith adds that the money went to the Duke 
Lemur Center's conservation program to develop 
sustainable food sources for the Malagasy people.  The 
children received a very nice thank you note along with a 
Malagasy ariary note of $1,000 (worth about 30 cents). 
The Malagasy currency has a picture of a lemur on it!  

Dear Mrs. Esther, this year I decided that I wanted to do 
something for the community.  The ten dollars I had 
received was matched by my grandparents.  I thought 
about what I wanted to do and since I love animals, I 
wanted to donate some things to the Durham County 
Animal Shelter.  So, we got some canned dog food and 
some cat food and treats.  We also donated some money.  
When we went, there were lots of animals without homes 

and it was sad to see them.  That is what I did with my 
money.  Thanks for giving me money.  Lily Snell, age 8 

Spring Retreat at Camp New Hope  
We invite all 2nd – 5th graders to attend the Spring 
Retreat at New Hope Camp and Conference Center, 
March 3-4.  Cost is $40.00 per child (second child in 
family is $35.00) and due February 4.  If you need 
additional registration information, or would like to 
volunteer as a chaperone, please contact Esther.      

2018 PASSPORTkids Camp 
We have reservations for PASSPORTkids Camp, July 7-
10, 2018.  All 3rd – 5th graders are invited to attend this 
fun camp with church friends.  Check out 
www.passportcamps.org or contact Esther for 
information on the camp.  In the meantime save the date! 

Save the Date 
February 4  Deposits Due - $35.00– Spring Retreat 
March 3-4  New Hope Camp (2nd – 5th graders)  
March 4  Deposits Due - $75.00 – PASSPORTkids! 
June 17-21  Vacation Bible School – Peace Lab 
July 7-10  PASSPORTkids Camp, Spartanburg, SC 
    (3rd – 5th graders) 
Sept. 14-16 Camp Willow Run (3rd -5th graders) 

A more detailed 2017 - 2018 Children’s Ministry 
Calendar is online at www.wattsstreet.org.  

Children’s Ministry News 

 

 

 

Welcome Neighbors 

Beth El Preschool! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a delight it has been welcoming preschool children, parents, and teachers to share our space!  We enjoy 
hearing the children’s giggles and sweet voices in the halls during the week.  Please note the following:  

• All preschool and children’s rooms are designated nut/peanut butter free due to allergy concerns.   
• The kitchenette area of room 104A is designated a kosher space for Beth El to prepare daily snacks for the 

children.   
• Please do not use any of their utensils, supplies, etc. so that it can remain a kosher space.  Meat should not be 

prepared or served in the room.  
• If needed, the small refrigerator in the room or the kitchen refrigerator on the ground floor is for WSBC cold 

food storage.  
Thank you for welcoming our neighbors to WSBC.  Contact Esther Soud Parker for more information.    

http://www.passportcamps.org
http://www.wattsstreet.org
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Winter Retreat: Short but Sweet! 
Although our Winter Retreat was shortened by a day due 
to the weather, we still packed in a great time of skiing, 
tubing, skating, snowball fights, Bible studies, fellowship, 
super nice accommodations at Lutherock, and lots of time 
together in the vans!  Thanks to everyone for going with 
the flow and bringing such a positive attitude to the 
weekend. Special thanks to our outstanding adult leaders: 
Zac Barker, Emmi Felker-Quinn, Debra Freeman, 
Karoline Johnson, Kyle Painter, and Lloyd Patillo! 

Youth Discipleship Class 
Wednesdays, February 7, 14, 21 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. in the Church Library 
Explore what it means to make a profession of faith and 
become a follower of Jesus.  We’ll also cover topics like 
baptism, the Lord’s Supper, joining the church, being 
Baptist, etc.  For more information, please contact Kelly 
Sasser. 

Sweetheart Banquet Notes for Youth 

• If you can participate, please sign up with Kelly 
by January 31. 

• A few days before the banquet, please give your 
Senior Adults a phone call to introduce yourself 
and go over details for the banquet. 

• If you’re available to help decorate the fellowship 
hall, we’re meeting on Saturday, February 10 
from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

• On Sunday, February 11, we need everyone to 
bring $3 to help pay for the corsages. 

• Sit with your Senior Adults during the worship 
service and then escort them down to the 
fellowship hall for the fun-filled banquet! 

Youth Service/Learning with Stop Hunger Now 
Saturday, February 17 
Help package thousands of nutritional and lifesaving 
meals for families in need around the world…and have a 
party doing it!  Meet at the church at 9:15 a.m., we’ll 
work from 10:00 to 12:00 p.m. at Triangle Presbyterian, 
grab some lunch at Southpointe, and return by 1:30 p.m.  
You’ll need to bring a hat (or use one of their beautiful 
hairnets!) and money for lunch.  Please sign up with 
Kelly if you can participate. 

Bystander Intervention Training! 
Bystanders Who Won’t Stand By: Skills-based 
intervention training 

How do you respond when you observe harmful language 
or actions, racism, harassment, etc.?  Through this 
training led by Lauren Taylor, we will be building a 
culture of active bystanders who seek to reduce verbal 
and physical violence and oppression, while promoting 
community and respect.  Youth, parents, and youth 
volunteers are encouraged to participate in this valuable 
training! 

Saturday, February 24 
9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
for grades 11-12 and adults 
(40 spaces available) 

Sunday, February 25 
2:00-4:00 pm 
for grades 6-10 and small group leaders 
(No youth supper or youth group on this night) 

Suggested Donation:  
$20 for adults, $10 for youth 

Registration Deadline: 
Please sign up by Sunday, February 4 
(After that date, we’ll open the training up to other people 
in the congregation.) 

Special thanks to the Youth Ed. Committee for 
sponsoring this opportunity for dialogue and growth.   

Hurricane Fund-raisers Update 
Church family, thank you for your generous support of 
our youth-led fund-raisers for hurricane relief.  The 
church cookbooks, the “Away From a Manger” 
Christmas program, and 10% of our proceeds from the 
Fall Bazaar generated over $4,700 for relief from 
hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria through the One 
America Appeal, Global Giving, and United for Puerto 
Rico.  Thank you very much!!!  We have a few 
cookbooks left (and can always order more).  If you or 
someone you know would like to reserve a copy, please 
email Kelly@wattsstreet.org.  The cookbooks sell for $15 
($10 for recipe contributors). 

Youth Ministry News 

Summer Mission Experiences 2018 
 

Asheville Youth Mission Immersion 
Service/Learning camp  

for grades 6-12 
July 1-6 

$75 deposit due March 4 
Team Meeting: Wednesday, May 9, at 

6:15 p.m. 

Touching Miami with Love 
Urban Missions Experience  

for grades 9-12 
July 14-21 

$40 

mailto:Kelly@wattsstreet.org
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THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH   --   “Every Member a Minister” 
CHURCH STAFF 

Sue Alexander Assistant Secretary 
Tom Bloom Organist 
Dorisanne Cooper Senior Minister 
Sherrill Figuera  Office Manager 
Mary Elizabeth Hanchey Director of Children’s Music Ministries 
Diane Eubanks Hill Minister with Adults 
Esther Soud Parker Minister with Children and Their Families 
Kelly Sasser Minister with Youth and Their Families 
Bobby Sturdivant Custodian 
Cara Valenti Youth Choir Director 
Melody Zentner Director of Music Ministries 
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From Dorisanne Cooper 

I’m still continuing to process a number of things about my recent trip to Israel.  One of the most 
meaningful experiences was witnessing the interactions of people who are very different from one another coming 
together with a common goal of peace.  Here is why it felt complicated to me.  Because the differences among 
these individuals and groups are not negligible.  If they wanted to have a competition, for instance, about whose 
people had suffered more, they could spend a lot of time doing so.  They could justifiably spend an enormous 
amount of time talking about practices of systemic injustices, power imbalances and more that they had suffered 
from in different ways.  And those conversations do need to happen in different contexts—in multiple contexts.  
But in Israel/Palestine there are a variety of different groups who also fundamentally understand that, in the 
meantime, the stakes are too high not to figure out a way to come together.  They understand that they can and 
must find ways to see each other’s humanity in the midst of it all or they have no chance of ultimately living in a 
world they all want to live in. 

In the midst of these big conversations, one of the questions that I asked was about how they navigate the 
personal aspects of such big work—“What do you do when you’re together and someone says something that is 
ignorant or prejudiced, or that simply shows how little they know about the harm even words can do?”  The 
answers came in multiple ways.  On the one hand, they try to be careful not to generalize about each other’s 
communities.  And they are always working to uncover their own biases about these kinds of things.  One of the 
organizations is even working with noted American psychologist Carol Gilligan on how they can better talk with 
one another.  On the other hand, they must all also keep in mind that people are always a work in progress.  That 
doesn’t mean they don’t ever have to correct each other or point out hurtful comments, but it does mean that they 
can do so in a way that invites a deeper experience rather than just expresses judgment over someone else’s 
opinions or lack of perspective.  

I’ve thought about this in multiple contexts here back at home—of course the context of our country and 
how often political disagreements become so polarizing.  But I’ve also thought about it for church communities 
which are bound to and should have people of differing opinions and journeys.  I think what living the Gospel 
together does is invite us into continual learning.  So that if someone says something hurtful we don’t just have to 
take offense, but instead move through that to offer a perspective that invites them beyond where they currently 
are.  That invites them into a broader understanding.  That says, “I want you to know what you’re missing by not 
hearing a fuller story than the one you’re telling yourself right now.”  As I said, I’m still processing a lot of this 
trip.  But this part feels like it’s going to lead somewhere important for me, maybe even for us.  I look forward to 
continuing to share where that is. 


