
 

 

 

 

They threw down their nets 
and they followed him. 
There was no time to 
calculate profit or loss. 
There was no time to 

call home for a second opinion. 
It seemed like absolute madness. 

It seemed like death. 
But it was a wise madness, 

a necessary death. 
The old faith dropped 

and sank beneath waves. 
The new faith walked on water, 

beckoning on to Jerusalem 
and the dry hills around.  

Steve Turner 
 
 

 

JANUARY 21, 2018 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

JANUARY 21, 2018 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude 

PRAISING GOD 

All sing: Hymn 454 (stanza 1), “Come, Celebrate the Call of God” ............. ALIDA’S TUNE 

Minister: We gather to praise the Lord, who is our Light:  

 who shines the bright beam of love upon us all. 

People: Come let us worship the God who lights our life. 

Minister: We gather to praise the Lord, who is our Refuge:  

 who is for us a safe haven in the storms of life. 

People:  Come let us worship the God who is our Security. 

Minister: We gather to praise the Lord, who is our Strength:  

 who helps us to live in peace with our uncertainties. 

People: Come let us worship the God who is our Foundation. 

*Hymn 110: “You Servants of God” ..................................................................... HANOVER 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister: Listen!  The voice of God is calling. 

People: It is the voice of the one who created us and loves us.  

Minister: The voice of God is calling us to a new life of care and compassion.  

People: Listen!  The voice of God is calling.  

Minister: Speak, O Holy One, for your people are listening.  
___________________________________________ 

* If able, please stand.  

No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Prayer of Confession:  O God, so often we are like fish aware only of water—

the depths, danger, and hidden places. Immersed in our lives, we cannot fathom 

change or any other way of living unless we are lifted up, gathered into the world of 

light by the hand of Christ. You have given us joy. You have lifted us up. But we 

forget our responsibility to share your love. Forgive our self-centeredness. Remind us 

that the net of your hand is big enough to lift all of your repentant children out of the 

depths of despair. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “God Calls” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 
We are called not to be fearful; we are called to love. 

We are called not to parade our holiness; we are called to be faithful. 

We are called not to be all-knowing; we are called to believe. 

We are called not to claim; we are called to give. 

We are called not to be victorious; we are called to be obedient. 

We are called to serve, and to walk humbly with our God.—prayer from South Africa 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: Whatever gift each of you has received, use it in service to one another, 

like good stewards dispensing the grace of God in its varied forms.   

People: Abundantly we have received, freely let us give. 

Receiving Gifts 

 



Anthem: “Lord, for Thy Tender Mercies’ Sake” ................................................ John Hilton 

Lord, for Thy tender mercies’ sake, lay not our sins to our charge, but forgive that is 

past, and give us grace to amend our sinful lives, to decline from sin and incline to 

virtue, that we make walk with a perfect heart before Thee now and evermore. 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 

Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

One God, triune, whom we adore.  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 666: “The Voice of God Is Calling” ..................................................... MEIRIONYDD 

Benediction 

All sing: Hymn 454 (stanza 1), “Come, Celebrate the Call of God” ............. ALIDA’S TUNE 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

Music Note: “Lord, for thy tender mercies’ sake,” one of the 16th century’s best-known 

anthems, was long attributed to Richard Farrant (c. 1530-1580), though it may have been 

written by another composer named Farrant.  It has been attributed to John Hilton the 

Elder.   It is quite possibly by none of these composers. 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

 


