
 

 

 

 

Creator of the stars of light, break into our world.  
God of surprising love, made manifest in Jesus Christ,  

call us to courage, vision and change.  
From north, south, east and west, we arise to follow your light. 

 

 

JANUARY 7, 2018 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

JANUARY 7, 2018 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude: “How Brightly Shines the Morning Star” ................................ Dietrich Buxtehude 

*PRAISING GOD 

People sing: “Brightest and Best” ............................................................... MORNING STAR 

 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 

 Dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid. 

 Star of the east, the horizon adorning, 

 Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

Minister: Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

People: For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples. 

Minister: But the Lord will arise upon you, and God’s glory will appear over you. 

People: Nations shall come to your light, and rulers to the brightness of your dawn. 

(Isaiah 60:1-3) 

THE EPIPHANY STORY  

Gospel:  Matthew 2:1-12  

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Hymn No. 172: “We Three Kings”........................................................... KINGS OF ORIENT 

Congregation sings stanzas 1 and 5, and all refrains. 

Time with the Children – Esther Soud Parker 
 

___________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand.   No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



PRAYING TOGETHER 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  O God, by the guiding of a star, you led the peoples of the earth 

to see the gift of your Son.  Lead us to your presence, where we may behold your 

glory face to face.  Forgive us when we refuse to follow the light you give.  Forgive 

us when we close our eyes to your ways of loving the world.  Forgive us when we are 

blinded by selfish concerns, and point us again to the light of your Christ.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

A Prayer for Epiphany – Esther Soud Parker 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Homily: “Bring It!” – Kelly Sasser  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   Source of Light, Giver of Life, satisfy our searching spirits in the One who is 

the image of your glory, the unfailing Light, the living Christ. 

People:  Grant that each day our lives may abound with this life.  May our spirits shine 

as a bright star guiding the world toward your presence. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “Arise, Shine” .................................................................Frederick Charles Maker 

Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon Thee.  

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people; but the 

Lord shall arise upon Thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee, And the 

Gentiles shall come to thy light, and Kings to the brightness of thy rising.  (Isaiah 

60:1-3) 

*Doxology (Hymn 125, stanza 2) ........................................................................ HYFRYDOL 

Born your people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king,  

Born to reign in us forever, born your gracious realm to bring. 

By your own eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone; 

By your all sufficient merit raise us to your glorious throne. 

*Prayer of Dedication 



CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation to the Table and the Words of Institution 

Celebration of Communion 
Please remain seated to receive the bread and the cup. 

After everyone is served, we will take the bread together and likewise the cup. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation  

*Hymn 151: “The First Noel” ........................................................ Traditional English Carol 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “We Three Kings” ............................John H Hopkins, Jr., arr. Cynthia Dobrinski 

Handbell Choir 

 

 

 

 

Anthem Note: Frederick Charles Maker (1844-1927) was a composer and organist active 

in Bristol, England.  His Christmas anthem for choir and organ, “Arise, shine,” takes 

Isaiah 60:1-3 as the text for a setting somewhat less known than that heard so often in 

Handel’s Messiah. 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
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