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Church Office Holiday Schedule 
The church office will be closed for the week between 
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.  Our financial 
secretary will still be working during that week, 
processing end of year contributions.  If you have an end 
of year contribution to make, you may put it in the mail 
(make sure it is postmarked by December 31) or bring it 
by the office.  You can use your building code and put it 
in the box labeled “Finance” in the office work room 
(where the copier is).  The ministers will be available by 
cell phone for any emergencies that arise.  The office 
will reopen January 2. 

News from the Stewardship Committee 
Four weeks into our 2018 Stewardship campaign, we are 
making great progress toward establishing our 
commitments to the budget for the coming year, and to 
Watts Street Baptist Church.  The connections that bring 
us together are the foundation of our church family, and 
we can’t say enough how much we appreciate 
everyone’s pledges to date.  Through November 19, 
we’ve received 132 pledges (three fewer than at this 
stage last year), but pledges that total a little over 
$596,000!  That’s 78.6% of our goal for 2018 – and is 
largely built on 5.2% increase in the average pledge for 
2018.  

We’re three-quarters of the way there, with around 
$180,000 to go toward our goal… Join in and help us 
make a strong statement about our bright future for 2018 
and beyond! 

Welcome Neighbor - Beth El Preschool!  
Beginning in the New Year our preschool area will be filled with the sounds of children’s voices during the day.   
The Beth El Synagogue is undergoing a major renovation, and Watts Street signed a lease with their preschool to 
share our preschool space during the renovation for up to 18 months.   Our children’s Sunday School teachers met 
with Beth El’s preschool teachers in November and discussed sharing space.   In December, Beth El begins to stock 
supplies in classrooms.  In January, a few larger items are moved into the classrooms and the library, of which one 
corner will be used as an office space.  The kitchenette area of room 104A will be designated a kosher space for 
Beth El to prepare daily snacks for the children.  Each Friday, the school will bake Challah bread in the kitchen.   
Please help us provide a warm welcome to our neighbors - Beth El’s children and teachers - beginning the second 
week in January.  Contact Esther Soud Parker if you have any questions.   

With the season of Advent we begin a new church year.  “Advent” 
comes from a Latin word meaning “coming” or “arrival.”  Christians 
traditionally celebrate these four weeks as a time to reflect on and 
anticipate the “coming” of Christ at Christmas as well as the “coming” of 
Christ at the end of time.  Self-examination and repentance are two 
primary ways Christians prepare to welcome Christ anew into their lives 
during these days. Advent is a time to notice the longing that runs through 
the silent crevices in our souls. It helps us learn to wait in patience for that 
longing to be filled rather than hiding it or numbing it with the noise of the 
world this season. Advent is also a time to embrace silence and stillness in 
order to see more clearly and hear more keenly the movement of the Spirit of God. 

Our Advent worship theme at Watts Street is “Simple Gifts.”  While life often brings layers of activity, 
commitments, and needs this time of year, these days also offer us an opportunity to explore what it means to live 
with spiritual focus and intention.  Each week in worship we’ll explore a different “simple gift” and the practical 
and theological ways it sustains us during Advent.  On the one hand, simplicity seems almost laughable these days.  
On the other, it offers balance to the frantic world and a chance to explore how simple things can have profound 
depth.  We will emphasize mindfulness as we walk through a season that can easily become filled with rote 
motions.   

Please see the purple insert for details about the Advent-Christmas schedule at Watts Street. 

The Season of Advent 
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Just in Time for Christmas: 
The Brand New WSBC Church 
Cookbook!   
As a fund-raiser in response to the recent hurricanes 
(Harvey, Irma, and Maria), the Watts Street youth have 
created a new church cookbook.  Thanks to everyone 
who submitted recipes!  We hope to have the 
cookbooks ready for sale ($15 each, $10 for recipe 
contributors) the first week of December as the perfect 
Christmas gift for everyone on your list!  

Planning Process Update  
from Church Council 
Church Council held a planning retreat on October 28 
to identify immediate priorities from the planning 
process and to set goals and next steps.  The high 
priority areas are Facilities, Communications, 
Deepening Relationships in Small Groups, and the Why 
and How of Missions.  Council has named a working 
group to further refine the scope and cost of the 
following needs specified in the Building Planning 
report: roof repairs, Good Shepherd Window repair, 
modernizing the heating and cooling systems, cosmetic 
repairs, fire detection system installation, and security 
system upgrades.  The working group is also tasked 
with determining how to fund the work, including 
through available endowment funds and a capital 
campaign.  The group is co-chaired by Tim Parker and 
Bill McCraw and members include John Lehman, 
Worth Lutz, Lou Rollins, and Alan Williams.  
Dorisanne Cooper will be the staff liaison.  Council 
members are working with various committees to 
communicate and further refine goals and action items 
in the other three areas.  In addition, look for an email 
with further details about these goals.  

WSBC Advent Reflections 

Once again, WS Adult Education Ministry is offering 
an Advent devotional resource, written by and for WS 
members, with art work provided by our children.  

Thanks to John Burton-Crutchfield for editing and 
collating, and to all adult, youth and children who made 
contributions.  The booklets are available in the foyers.  
Pick up a copy for your household, or access it on line 
at www.wattsstreet.org. 

Wednesday Night Supper and 
Community 
During December, we have only two Wednesday night 
suppers.  On December 6, we begin community time at 
6:00 p.m., then move on to age-level events:  Christmas 
pageant rehearsal for children, Youth Service Learning 
for youth, and For the Living of These Days for adults 
in the Chapel led by Dorisanne Cooper.   

On December 13, the annual Children’s Christmas 
Pageant begins at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary, followed 

by supper in the fellowship hall. 

Please make reservations in the Friendship Register by 
the Sunday prior, or by contacting the church office by 
Monday before noon.  Children 3 years through 5th 
grade:  $3.  Youth and adults:  $7.  Family cap:  $24.  
Children under 3 eat free.  

Service of Remembrance and Hope 
As families gather for the holidays, the tough work of 
grieving often becomes more painful.  All who grieve, 
whether the loss is recent or several years ago, are 
invited to the Service of Remembrance and Hope 
offered by the Deacons on Sunday, December 10 at 
4:00 p.m. in the Chapel.  This informal service includes 
readings, prayers, hymns, and an opportunity to offer 
tribute to those whom we grieve. 

In addition, the deacons make available a variety of 
Care Notes, addressing topics related to grief and loss 
during the holidays.  These resources are found in the 
front foyer.   

Change in Deadline for WattsLine 
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS.  Due to the 
holidays, the deadline for the January WattsLine will be 
December 11th, not the 15th.  

December Minute for Mission 
The December 17 Minute for Mission will be given by 
Marco Hovey, on behalf of the El Salvador Mission 
Group.  The collection will go toward educational 
scholarships for students in Alegria and San Rafael, El 
Salvador.  All of the students are affiliated with our 
sister church, Emmanuel Baptist in San Salvador.  
Checks should be made out to WSBC, with El Salvador 
Scholarships noted in the memo line. 

December Mission Baskets  
The mission baskets in the side foyer and the 
Fellowship Hall collect donations to help two Durham 
Public Schools as they meet students' needs:  current 
new or barely used chapter books, non-fiction, or 
picture books, post it notes, dry erase markers, 
Ticonderoga #2 pencils, and white/colored copy paper 
(for teachers and classroom libraries at Merrick-Moore 
Elementary); hats, gloves, any size solid color t-shirts, 
deodorant, toothbrushes/paste, and other toiletries (for 
guidance department at Southern High School).  
Contact David Heist (david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-
8367) with questions. 

Reality Ministries’ Live Nativity  
December 15, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m., at the Reality Center 
(outside, dress for the weather).  The nativity like 
you've never experienced it before, bring your family 
and friends!  Drop by and we will sing together and 
share some cider. 

(Continued on Page 3) 

News Briefs 

http://www.wattsstreet.org
mailto:david.heist@gmail.com
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Out and About on December 16 
Diane Hill hosts our gathering of LGBTQ church 
members and their friends at her home, 6:30 pm.  All 
are welcome.  Bring food and drink to share. 

Durham Congregations In Action  
DCIA brings its monthly Assembly meeting to WSBC 
on Tuesday, December 19, at 11:45 a.m.  The program 
is an introduction to training for “Becoming a Dementia
-Inclusive Congregation.”  Open to the public, lunch $7. 

Share Your Christmas 
Sign up now to sponsor a local child or family from 
Walltown or Families Moving Forward (formerly IHN) 
for Christmas this year!  Sign-up sheets are posted on 
the bulletin board leading into the fellowship hall.  
Wrapped gifts are due back to church by the end of the 
church service on Sunday, December 17.  Detailed 
instructions are available on the bulletin board, or 
contact April Walton (awalton@duke.edu) if you have 
any questions.  

February Small Group Offered 
During February, you are invited to gather to discuss the 
book The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of 
America's Great Migration by Isabel Wilkerson.  The 
group will meet on February 4, 18, and 25 from 5:00-
6:30 at the home of Robin Franklin and Cathy Brennan. 
Copies of the book will be provided by Durham County 
Library as part of a book club kit.  Please email 
robin.franklin@gmail.com to let her know of your 
interest and to receive her address. (Maximum 10 
people). 

 

 
 
 
If the Weather Outside 
is Frightful…! 
If the weather is questionable, 
consult wattsstreet.org.  
Information also may be 
available on WRAL and 
WTVD.  On Sundays, if snow 
or ice is on the street or 
sidewalks, Sunday School will be cancelled.  If 
conditions around the building permit, worship will be 
held for all who wish to come.  Wednesday night supper 
programming often will follow the Durham Public 
Schools schedule.  As always, please use your judgment 
about safety. 

All Ages Beach Retreat:   
Mark Your Calendars Now! 
The 2018 All Ages Beach Retreat is set for April 27, 28 
and 29 at Ft. Caswell on the coast of NC.  Mark your 
calendars now and plan to be a part of this event.  
Details, along with registration information, will be 
available in March. 

 

News Briefs (Continued from Page 2) 

Advent Worship Schedule 

Advent I  December 3 
    Simple Gifts: Light, Mark 13:24-37 

Advent II  December 10 - Communion 
    Simple Gifts: Food, Mark 1:1-8 

Advent III  December 17 
    Simple Gifts: Music, Luke 1:47-55 

Advent IV  December 24 
    Simple Gifts: Travel, Luke 2:1-5 

Dorisanne Cooper is preaching all four Sundays. 

mailto:awalton@duke.edu
mailto:robin.franklin@gmail.com
http://wattsstreet.org
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Sunday Ministry Volunteers 
December 3 
Greeters: Emily Joiner, Karoline Johnson & Zac Barker 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig,  

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Hope Durack 
Nursery: Dawn Eberhard, Shanessa Pride, Open 
Toddlers: Karen Barber, Open, Georgia Chotas 
Preschool II: Wanda Burton-Crutchfield, Open, Open 
Preschool III: Maggie Chotas, Judi Powell, Nick Chotas 
Lock up: Zac Barker 
Sound System: Logan Wilkins 
December 10 
Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Pat Revels 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig, 

Michelle Roach, Steve Ross 
Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Kacey Reynolds Schedler, Open 
Toddlers: Brian or Jenny Barrier, Emily Joiner, Kate Patillo 
Preschool II: Billy Price, Open, Max Husack 
Preschool III: Scott Job, Ted McDaniel, Philip Patillo 
Lock up: Ken Rhoads 
Sound System: Evelyn Ritz 
December 17 
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Maggie Chotas, Joe Gary, 

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Amy Armstrong 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, John Rublein, Tina Ward, 

Aria Oliver 

Toddlers: Melissa Harrell, Open, Evelyn Ritz 
Preschool II: Ashlee or Brian Crews, Joy Turner, Open 
Preschool III: Amy Rublein, Elizabeth Sasser, Henry Mitchell 
Lock up: Alan Williams 
Sound System: Eva Irmy 
December 24 
Greeters: David Goodman, Lisa & David Rhoades 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Robb Damman, Bob Hellwig,  

Steve Ross, Ann Stickel 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Amy Sauls, Emily Holloway 
Toddlers: Kristi Giemza, Samuel Gunter, Hannah Sauls 
Preschool II: Matt Hanchey, Allyn Meredith, Sarah Hanchey 
Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Open, Aria Oliver 
Lock up: A.M. Service: Mack Wilkins; Love Feast: Cathy 

Brennan 
Sound System: David Tatum 
December 31 
Greeters: David Goodman, Erin & Worth Lutz 
Ushers: Amy Armstrong, Robert Berry, Joe Gary 

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Laura Webb Smith 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Whit Trumbull, Open 
Toddlers: Valerie Fox, Open, Open 
Preschool II: Debra Freeman, Open, Open 
Preschool III: Kyle Fox, Open, Richie Freeman 
Lock up: Tim Cline 
Sound System: Mike Killam 

Interfaith Women Clergy Trip 
From, January 1-13 Dorisanne Cooper will take part in an inaugural event with seven other women clergy from 
around the country.  She has been invited on a trip to Israel and Palestine to study grassroot justice and 
peacemaking efforts in Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Tel Aviv, and Ramallah.  After worship at Watts Street on Sunday, 
December 31, she’ll fly to New York City where she will meet up with other participants and fly on January 1 to 
Tel Aviv.  Funded by a generous grant, the women will have a full schedule of travel and engagement, listening 
and learning from those engaged in working for peace in this part of the world.  They will visit Jewish, Arab and 
Christian neighborhoods in Jerusalem, meet with the mayor of Bethlehem and the leaders of Bethlehem Fair 
Trade Artisans.  They will dine with a Palestinian family and learn firsthand about their lives.  They will visit with 
the directors of Parents’ Circle Families Forum, a grassroots organization 
of bereaved Palestinians and Israelis; the directors of Kids4Peace at 
Peacework, a shared workspace for organizations and individuals trying to 
foster tolerance and partnerships between Israelis and Palestinians in 
Jerusalem; Palestinians activists in Hebron; and Jewish and Palestinian 
women of Women Wage Peace - a broad-based grassroots movement that 
counts among its thousands of members women from the political Right, 
Center, and Left, Jewish and Arab women, religious and secular women –
all united in demand for a political agreement to end the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict.  The planners of this trip are hoping for a life-changing trip for 
these women and asking that as they return they share what they have 
learned with their own church communities and the wider context where 
each of them ministers.  They hope to enrich both an understanding of 
what it means to “wage” peace in a place like Israel/Palestine and 
encourage engagement with peace-making efforts in the United States as 
well.  We will schedule a time after she returns to hear about Dorisanne’s 
trip. 
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Sunday, December 3 — Advent I 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 2:30 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 4:30 p.m. Crafts for Children 
 5:00 p.m. Hanging of the Greens & Supper 
Monday, December 4 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Wednesday, December 6 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee: 10 Questions for the Dalai 

Lama 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:05 p.m. Rhythm & Coos 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 5:55 p.m. Children’s Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, December 7 
 7:00 p.m. Memoir Writing Group 
Saturday, December 9 
 8:30 a.m. Teacher Appreciation Brunch at the home 

of Diane Eubanks Hill 
 9:30 a.m. Children’s Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
Sunday, December 10 — Advent II — Communion 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Worship and Music Committee 
 2:30 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Service of Remembrance and Hope 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group 
Monday, December 11 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, December 12 
 12:00 p.m. Adult Christmas Lunch  
 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee 
Wednesday, December 13 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 5:00 p.m. Children Arrive for Pageant 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Christmas Pageant & Supper 
 7:00 p.m. Reality Ministries Mission Group 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Thursday, December 14 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
 7:00 p.m. IT Committee 
 7:00 p.m. CRJP-Restorative Justice Circle process 
Friday, December 15 
 7:00 p.m. Youth Christmas Party 
Sunday, December 17 — Advent III 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 2:30 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
Monday, December 18 
 6:00 p.m. Peace & Reconciliation at Fran Langstaff’s 

home 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, December 19 
 11:45 a.m. DCIA Luncheon at Watts Street 
Wednesday, December 20 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Sunday, December 24 — Advent IV 
 9:45 a.m. NO Sunday School classes 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 6:00 p.m. Love Feast 
Monday, December 25 — Christmas Day 
  Church Office closed  
Tuesday, December 26   
  Church Office closed 
Wednesday, December 27 
  Church Office closed 
Thursday, December 28   
  Church Office closed 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
Friday, December 29 
  Church Office closed 
Sunday, December 31 — Christmastide 
 9:45 a.m. NO Sunday School classes 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 
 

Calendar 

To receive 2017 tax credit, please make sure all contributions are hand delivered to the 
church office or are postmarked by December 31 
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Christmas Lunch:  Tuesday,  
December 12 
WSBC Fellowship Hall, 12 Noon 

• Catered by Bullock’s 

• Plenty of Parking 

• Lots of room for all who want to come 

• Great food, and… 

• We can sing as loudly as we wish! 
Enjoy a buffet of barbecue, fried chicken, vegetables, 
plus homemade desserts.  We’ll also enjoy music and 
lots of Christmas carols.  To reserve your spot, get a 
check for $10 to the church office by Sunday, December 
6.  See you there! 

Teacher Appreciation Brunch:  
December 9 
Thanks to the teachers of adults for your faith ministry 
of teaching!  Because we are grateful for you, the Adult 
Education Committee invites you and your family to the 
Teacher Appreciation Brunch on Saturday, December 9, 
8:30 to 10:00 a.m., at the home of Diane Eubanks Hill.  
So that the Committee can plan the menu, please let 
Diane know of your plans regarding this event 
(diane@wattsstreet.org, 919-688-1366). 

Noon Book Club 
The Noon Book Club meets at 11 a.m. on 
Tuesday, December 19 at the home of 
Diane Eubanks Hill.  After the meeting, 
we’ll enjoy lunch together.  Chicken 
salad will be provided.  Please bring a 
dessert or side dish to share.  Emily McCoy 
(emmccoy@nc.rr.com, 919-489-0483) serves as 
coordinator. Drop-ins are always welcomed to this 
lively conversation!  The book for December is The 
Book of Joy:  Lasting Happiness in a Changing World 
by The Dalai Lama.  Please note the different starting 
time for the December meeting.  

 

 

 

 

Ongoing ‘Drop-in’ Groups for Adults 
Several ongoing groups are offered for Watts Street 
adults.  You may drop in on any of these groups at any 
time. 

• Men’s Breakfast gathers on Thursdays, December 
14  and 28, 7:15 a.m., Elmo’s Diner.  See Dick 
Chorley (rchorley@nc.rr.com, 919-286-1645) with 
questions. 

• The Art of Aging Gracefully, an ongoing 
conversation about the gifts and challenges of aging, 
gathers Thursdays, December 14 and 28, 10:30 a.m., 
room 104-A.  Participants have opportunity to tell 
their stories and to hear the stories of others.  David 
May (919-493-2289) serves as coordinator. 

• Movie Matinees:  First Wednesday Movie Matinees 
continue, offered by the Senior Adult Coordinating 
Council and open to all, in room 102 at 1:00 p.m.  
Enjoy the movie, along with popcorn and soda, as 
well as time with your friends!  On December 6, we 
enjoy Ten Questions for the Dalai Lama.   

Connect with Our Homebound Members 
Many of our members are no longer able to gather with 
us at the church building.  Disconnection and loneliness 
result.  You can help them stay connected by doing 
some of the following: 

• Take a small vase of flowers provided by the flower 
ministry 

• Make phone calls to remind them of our love and 
prayers 

• Write notes to the two who are listed each week in 
the Weekly 

• Offer rides to church, or to special events 

• Send birthday cards to our members over 90 whose 
birthdays appear in the WattsLine 

Adult Ministry News 

mailto:diane@wattsstreet.org
mailto:emmccoy@nc.rr.com
file:///C:/Users/Sherrill/OneDrive%20-%20Watts%20Street%20Baptist%20Church/Mary/WattsLine%20Articles/2016/rchorley@nc.rr.com
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Hanging of the Greens 
On December 3, you are invited to our all ages Hanging 
of the Greens. Children make Christmas crafts and 
decorate the fellowship hall Christmas tree 
beginning at 4:30 p.m.  (Children 5 and 
under should bring a parent.)  Supper is at 
5:00 p.m. and afterwards children continue 
with crafts until it’s time to gather in the 
sanctuary for the Blessing of the Decorated 
Sanctuary.  For more information or to 
volunteer to help at a craft table for this 
event, please contact Wanda Burton-Crutchfield or 
Esther Soud Parker. 

Children’s Advent Calendars 
Children’s Advent Calendars are available in the foyers 
and on the children’s table in the preschool hall.  Please 
take one per family.  

Advent Worship Leadership 
During Advent, children have a special role in our 
worship services.  Elementary age children help carry in 
the light and different pieces of the crèche each week.  If 
your child would like to participate please contact Esther.  

Christmas Pageant  
Children present “The Christmas Story” on December 13 
at 6:00 p.m.  All children, ages nursery to fifth grades, 
are invited to participate in a variety of ways including 
announcing the birth of Jesus, walking to Bethlehem, 
singing Christmas music, bringing gifts to the baby Jesus, 
and more.  Rehearsal is Saturday, December 9, at 9:30 
a.m.  We look forward to watching the story unfold 
through the eyes of our children.  Contact Esther Soud 
Parker for more information.  

 

Children’s Mission Offering Challenge 
Update 
On Children’s Sabbath, 1st – 5th graders received $10 
from the Missions Committee along with information 
about the Mission Offering Challenge: 

Charlie used his for the book fairy fund at his school.  
They are having a book fair at school and the kids each 
make a wish list with the hope that parents send them 
with money to purchase books on their list.  The book 
fairy fund is used to buy books for kids who can't afford 
to buy a book off their wish list.  This way they don't feel 
left out seeing peers purchase books.  – Charlie Abedi 

2018 PASSPORTkids Camp 
We have reservations for PASSPORTkids Camp, July 7-
10, 2018.  All 3rd – 5th graders are invited to attend this 
fun camp with church friends.  Check out 
www.passportcamps.org or contact Esther for 
information on the camp.  In the meantime, save the 
date!     

Save the Date 
December 3 Advent I – Hanging of the Greens (4:30 

p.m. – children arrive) 
December 9 Rehearsal – Children’s Christmas Pageant 

(9:30 a.m.) 
December 13 Children’s Christmas Pageant (5:00 p.m. – 

children arrive) 
March 3-4  New Hope Camp (2nd – 5th graders)  
July 7-10 PASSPORTkids Camp, Spartanburg, SC 

(3rd – 5th graders) 
 

A more detailed 2017 - 2018 Children’s Ministry 
Calendar is online at www.wattsstreet.org  

Children’s Ministry News 

 

CBFNC Children’s Mission Day  
In November, nine children and three chaperones had 
a great time at the CBFNC Children’s Mission Day 
in Zebulon.   With our theme verse, “Beloved, since 
God loved us so much, we also ought to love one 
another” (1 John 4:11), we focused on how to love 
God and love others in our daily lives.   Children 
painted tea towels for refugees, practiced praying in 
color, built a mountain of thanks, prayed for our 
neighbors throughout the world and experienced 
interactive worship stations.  Cecelia Beck, a 
missionary in Shelby, NC shared stories of children 
and families who are struggling with poverty and 
violence.  For the mission offering we donated 
hygiene items and snacks to help with refugees and 
homeless in North Carolina.   Special thanks to our 
awesome chaperones, Lizzie Ellis-Furlong and Laura 
Webb Smith for spending the day with us! 

http://www.passportcamps.org
http://www.wattsstreet.org
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40th Annual WSBC Fall Bazaar and Church Yard 
Sale in the Books!!! 
Thanks to everyone who donated, volunteered, or 
shopped at the Fall Bazaar/Church Yard Sale on 
Saturday.  It was a great day and we were able to raise 
$8,000 (and counting!) for our Youth Summer Mission 
Experiences, the Good Shepherd Window restoration, and 
Hurricane Relief!  Hooray, hooray!!! 

HUGE thanks to: 

• Judy Berry and the Sewing Circle, and Karin 
Oliver and Jennifer Martin, for their leadership 
with the Bazaar 

• Debra Freeman, Deanna Branscom, Nancy 
Lehman, and Tiffany Husack for their leadership 
in the Kitchen (and Steve Booth for the delicious 
ham and sausage biscuits!) 

• Kris Arges and Steve Ritz for their leadership 
with the Yard Sale 

• Maggie Chotas and Jim Arges for their leadership 
with advertising and communications 

• EVERYONE who sorted, priced, donated items, 
volunteered, or stayed to the end to clean up.  
Way to go!!! 

 
A Lovely Night at the Lutz Farm… 
The Bonfire at the Lutz Farm was the perfect way to relax 
after the Fall Bazaar!  We enjoyed lots of volleyball, 
cornhole, delicious food, songs around the campfire, and 
a quick round of Werewolf. Very special thanks to Erin 
and Worth Lutz for hosting us and to Dowell and Mary 
Ann Godwin for bringing their famous chicken-n-
dumplings! 

Youth Service/Learning at the Diaper Bank 
Wednesday, November 29 
Help wrap and prepare diapers for distribution through 
this amazing ministry!  We’ll leave from the church at 
5:45 p.m. and return by 8:00 p.m.  Be sure to eat supper 
beforehand! 

Advent Banner Bearers 
Each week during Advent, one of our youth brings in the 
worship banner.  Please contact Kelly to volunteer!  On 
your assigned Sunday, please come to the sanctuary at 
9:30 a.m. to get a robe and rehearse the procession. 

Deposits Due for 2018 Youth Winter Retreat 
January 19-21 
Camp Lutherock (Newland, NC) 
Saturday night skiing at Sugar Mountain Ski Resort 
$40 deposits due Sunday, December 3 
More trip details coming soon! 

Youth and Parents Potluck and Winter 
Symposium 
Sunday, January 7 
5:00-7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall 
Bring a covered dish and join us as we kick off the new 
semester with food, fellowship, and information about 
upcoming youth events.  

Youth Ministry News 

 

Summer 2018 Youth Service/Learning Experiences 
 
Asheville Youth Mission Immersion 
June 10-15 
A service/learning camp for both Middle and High School students in the beautiful mountains of Asheville, NC!  
More info at the January 7 Youth and Parents Potluck! 
 
Senior High Urban Experience: Touching Miami with Love 
July 14-21 
Since 1995, Touching Miami with Love has been inspiring, educating, and empowering the children, youth, and 
adults of the Miami-Dade neighborhoods of Overtown and West Homestead.  Our task will be to help lead their 
summer camp program for 160 children at TML’s West Homestead site.  Each day at camp, children experience 
devotional time, literature, visual arts, social skills, fitness, computer time, structured free choice, and enrichment 
(themed activities that we’ll lead).  It will be a full day of work every day but also very rewarding!  We may also 
have opportunities to help with Hurricane Irma Relief.  More info at the January 7 Youth and Parents Potluck! 
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Thunder rumbles in the mountain passes 
And lightning rattles the eaves of our houses. 
Flood waters await us in our avenues. 
Snow falls upon snow, falls upon snow to avalanche 
Over unprotected villages. 
The sky slips low and grey and threatening. 

We question ourselves. 
What have we done to so affront nature? 
We worry God.  
Are you there? Are you there really? 
Does the covenant you made with us still hold? 

Into this climate of fear and apprehension, Christmas 
enters, 
Streaming lights of joy, ringing bells of hope 
And singing carols of forgiveness high up in the bright 
air... 

Hope is born again in the faces of children 
It rides on the shoulders of our aged as they walk into 
their sunsets. 
Hope spreads around the earth. Brightening all things, 
Even hate which crouches breeding in dark corridors. 

In our joy, we think we hear a whisper. 
At first it is too soft. Then only half heard. 
We listen carefully as it gathers strength. 
We hear a sweetness. The word is Peace. 
It is loud now. It is louder. 
Louder than the explosion of bombs. 

We tremble at the sound. We are thrilled by its presence. 
It is what we have hungered for. 
Not just the absence of war. But, true Peace... 

We clap hands and welcome the Peace of Christmas. 
We beckon this good season to wait a while with us. 
We, Baptist and Buddhist, Methodist and Muslim, say 
come. 
Peace. 

Come and fill us and our world with your majesty. 
We, the Jew and the Jainist, the Catholic and the 
Confucian, 
Implore you, to stay a while with us. 
So we may learn by your shimmering light 
How to look beyond complexion and see community. 

It is Christmas time, a halting of hate time. 
On this platform of peace, we can create a language 
To translate ourselves to ourselves and to each other. 
At this Holy Instant, we celebrate the Birth of Jesus 
Christ... 
We look at our world and speak the word aloud.  
Peace.  

We look at each other, then into ourselves 
And we say without shyness or apology or hesitation. 
Peace, My Brother.  
Peace, My Sister.  
Peace, My Soul. 
         (Excerpts from the poem) 

AMAZING PEACE:  A Christmas Poem 
by Maya Angelou 



Watts Street Advent Events 
Sunday, December 3:   

Advent I – Simple Gifts – Light   
Hanging of the Greens, 5 p.m.   
Children arrive at 4:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 6:   
For the Living of These Days, Chapel, led by 
Dorisanne Cooper 

Saturday, December 9:  
Appreciation Brunch for Teachers of Adults, 
8:30 – 10 a.m., home of Diane Hill 

Children’s Pageant Rehearsal, 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday, December 10:  

Advent II – Simple Gifts – Food 
Service of Remembrance and Hope,  
4 p.m., Chapel 

Tuesday, December 12:   
Adult Christmas Lunch, noon - fellowship hall. 

Wednesday, December 13:   
Children’s Christmas Pageant, 6:00 p.m., 
followed by supper 

Sunday, December 17:   
Advent III – Simple Gifts – Music. 

Sunday, December 24:   
Advent IV – Simple Gifts – Travel 
No Sunday School 
4 p.m.– Candlelight Christmas Eve Service;  
6 p.m. – Love Feast. 

Sunday, December 31 – Simple Gifts – Presence 
No Sunday School 

Sunday, January 7  
Celebration of Epiphany 

Devotional Resource for Adults 
Advent – Christmas-Epiphany Meditations, offered by 
WSBC’s Adult Ministries, are available in the foyers 
and at www.wattsstreet.org on the Adult Ministries 
page.  All contributions are by WS church family 
members, children through senior adults.  You are 
encouraged to use this resource to deepen your faith 
during the coming seasons. 

Hanging of the Greens 
On Advent I, December 3, we celebrate with an all ages 
Hanging of the Greens from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.  Children 
are encouraged to come at 4:30 p.m. to begin work on 
their crafts.  After a light supper, youth and adults 
decorate the sanctuary, including the Chrismon 
tree.  Children make Christmas crafts.  Children 5 and 
under should bring a parent.  The evening concludes as 
we gather in the sanctuary for a Blessing of the 
Decorated Sanctuary.  For more information or to 
volunteer to help at a craft table for this event, please 
contact Wanda Burton-Crutchfield or Esther Soud 
Parker. 

One World Market WSBC Shopping Day 
WSBC Shopping Day is Sunday, December 3, 12 noon 
to 5:00 p.m.  Enjoy a 10% discount plus cookies, juice, 
and freshly brewed fair-trade coffee while you check off 
some Christmas list shopping!  You will support one of 
our local Mission Partners and Fair Trade.  For more 
information contact Paula Januzzi-Godfrey 
(januzzip@gmail.com, 919-724-5231).  

Share your Christmas 
Wrapped gifts are due by the end of worship on 
December 17.  See page 3 in the WattsLine for complete 
details.  

Service of Remembrance and Hope 
As families gather for the holidays, the tough work of 
grieving often becomes more painful.  All who grieve, 
whether the loss is recent or several years ago, are 
encouraged to attend the Service of Remembrance and 
Hope offered by the Deacons on Sunday, December 10 
at 4 p.m. in the Chapel.  This informal service includes 
readings, prayers, hymns, and an opportunity to offer 
tribute to those whom we grieve. 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Our children present The Christmas Story on 
Wednesday, December 13 at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  
Join us to experience the wonder of the birth of Jesus 
through the eyes of our children.  Contact Esther Soud 
Parker for more information.  Please make reservations 
for the supper which follows. 

Christmas Eve 
On this joyful day we gather to light the Christ Candle, 
and to celebrate once again the birth of Jesus. 

• The Christmas Candlelight Service is at 4:00 p.m.  
During this brief service we hear the Gospel story of 
the Birth of Jesus and enjoy familiar carols.  The 
service concludes with the lighting of our individual 
candles from the Christ Candle. 

• The Moravian Lovefeast is at 6:00 p.m.  During this 
service we hear the Gospel 
story of the birth of Jesus, sing 
familiar carols led by the 
Chancel Choir, organ and 
brass, and enjoy the traditional 
Moravian buns and coffee.  At 
the conclusion of this service, 

we raise our individual candles as we sing Joy to the 
World.  The Lovefeast is a gift from Watts Street 
Baptist Church to the community.  Please note that 
no seats will be saved after 5:30 p.m. 

At the conclusion of both services, collection plates near 
the sanctuary doors will receive a love offering for 
Families Moving Forward. 
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