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Mark your calendar! 
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WSBC Youth: Sharing Christ’s Love in Action! 

  On Saturday, October 7, 14 youth and adults from Watts Street participated 

in the annual YAM JAM gleaning project.  This year, we returned to First Fruits 

Farm in Louisburg, NC – a ministry founded by former UNC and NFL football 

player, Jason Brown.  Most years, when we volunteer at YAM JAM, we “glean” 

what’s left in the fields after the farmer has harvested the crops.  But Jason 

Brown invited us (and hundreds of other volunteers) to take the “First Fruits,” 

the best of what was in the field.  And wow, was the harvest ever plentiful!  We 

gathered up sweet potatoes by the bucket-full and truck-load.  Karoline Johnson, 

one of our youth ministry volunteers, called it “Nature’s Easter Egg Hunt”.  Best 

of all, tons of fresh, nutritional produce went out to soup kitchens and food banks 

all across the state. 

(continued on page 2) 

   

    

meals, we remember that not 

everyone has the resources or ability 

to do the same.  The proceeds from 

this book will assist many, and we 

thank you from the bottom of our 

hearts for purchasing it.  We hope 

you enjoy this cookbook for years to 

come.” 

  As the months passed after the 

hurricanes, it became clear that while 

much needed assistance was 

happening in Texas and Florida, the 

relief efforts in Puerto Rico were 

lagging behind.  In response, the 

Watts Street youth have decided to 

offer a program of Christmas music 

and story-telling with a love offering 

collected for “United for Puerto Rico” 

(led by the First Lady of Puerto Rico, 

Beatriz Rossell).  Please join us on 

Sunday, December 17 at 5:30 p.m. in 

the sanctuary as the WSBC Youth 

present “Away From a Manger…” 
 
  

  

 
 

  
   
  

 

 As a fund-raiser in response to 

recent hurricanes, the Watts Street 

youth have created a new church 

cookbook!  Thanks to everyone who 

submitted recipes!  The cookbook 

features over 250 beloved recipes from 

the congregation, lots of table blessings 

and Bible verses, and some amazing 

artwork by the Watts Street youth.  We 

hope to have the cookbooks back from 

the publisher and ready for sale ($15 

each, $10 for recipe contributors) by 

December 10 as the perfect Christmas 

stocking stuffer.  

  As Georgia Chotas writes in the 

cookbook introduction, “All proceeds 

from this cookbook will go straight to 

Global Giving and The One America 

Appeal, organizations that provide 

helpful assistance to people affected by 

Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and María. 

While enjoying all of these delicious 
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Other youth service/learning highlights this fall: 

- 13 youth and adults from Watts Street enjoyed a meal at Only Burger on October 16 for the 

“Neighbors Feeding Neighbors” event supporting the Durham CROP Walk 

- Henry Mitchell and Nick Chotas served the meal and offered hospitality at Families Moving 

Forward on October 25. 

- Georgia Chotas joined a large contingent from Watts Street at the Durham CAN Assembly on 

October 26. 

- The Fall Bazaar and Church Yard Sale was a huge success, raising $8,000.  65% ($5,200) of 

these funds will go towards our 2018 Youth Summer Mission Experiences, 25% ($2,000) 

towards the restoration of the Good Shepherd Window, and a tithe of 10% ($800) towards 

Hurricane Relief. 

- 11 youth and adults from Watts Street volunteered at the Diaper Bank on November 29 and 

wrapped close to 7,000 diapers! 

·      Our Wednesday Night Youth Service/Learning crew has been praying persistently all semester 

about the pain and suffering in the world and ways we can respond with Christ’s love in action.  One 

“near edge” we’ve chosen to pick up is Hurricane Relief (see article on page 1).   

Kelly Sasser 

Minster with Youth  

and their Families 

 
 

WSBC Youth: Sharing Christ’s Love in Action! (continued) 

 

 

 

 

YAM JAM Gleening – 

the First of the Fruits 



 
 
 
 

Help two Durham Public Schools 

             as they meet students' needs 

Merrick-Moore Elementary 

Southern High School 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November/December Mission Baskets 

Contact David Heist (david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-8367) 
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Merrick-Moore Elementary Southern High 

Chapter books (new or barely used) Hats 

Non-fiction books Gloves (any size) 

Picture books Solid color t-shirts 

Post-it notes Deodorant 

Dry erase markers Toothbrushes/paste 

Ticonderoga #2 pencils Other toiletries 

White/colored copy paper 

mailto:(david.heist@gmail.com
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Durham CAN Delegates Assembly 

 Part of the political process in Durham is candidates going before Durham Congregations, 

Associations and Neighborhoods (Durham CAN) and saying “yes” or “no” to the group’s agenda.  

Durham CAN is a nonpartisan group that does not endorse candidates, but holds assemblies to ask 

candidates if they will support its goals. 

 Durham CAN held its Fall Delegates Assembly on Thursday, October 26, at Mt. Level Missionary 

Baptist Church.  All eight candidates for mayor and city council attended.  The CAN assemblies can be 

lively, especially if a candidate says “no” to one of CAN’s agenda items. That didn’t happen because all 

eight candidates affirmed CAN’s agenda. 

 Twenty-four WSBC members were among the over 600 people who attended the CAN Assembly to 

hear the eight candidates say, if elected, they would support CAN's agenda to prevent displacement of 

economically disadvantaged residents from their homes, prevent evictions, invest in more land for 

affordable housing, double summer jobs for youth, and connect ex-offenders with jobs. 

 For more information about the Durham CAN Assembly, go to http://www.heraldsun.com/news/ 

politics-government/elections/article181181906.html#storylink=cpyi.  For more information about 

Durham CAN, contact Bob Kruhm. 

Bob Kruhm 

Durham CAN Liaison 

rkruhm@nc.rr.com 

 

  

 

   
   

  
 

 

Missions Committee:  2017-2018 Missions Committee Members include: Greg Palmer, Chair, 

Elizabeth Forshay, Clark Godfrey, David Heist, Laura Lee, Allyn Meredith, Amy Rublein, Amy Sauls, 

Joy Turner, and April Walton.  Please feel free to contact any of the members for more information 

about Watts Street’s Missions. 
 

 

“I was incredibly happy and proud to see 

so many folks from Watts Street in 

attendance.  We more than doubled our 

attendance from the last assembly.  I guess 

that means we'll be pledging 40 for next 

time!” Matthew Clark 
 

“It was a wonderful night! Durham CAN 

is where it’s at!” Maggie Chotas 

 

“It's was an amazing meeting.“ 

Dick Chorley 
 
 



‘  

Compassion in Action Page 5 

Reality Ministries Needs Your Help! 

  

 

nute for Mission and Mission Baskets Report 

 

several years.  Beginning this fall, we 

are supporting the Reality group by 

providing lunch on the first and third 

Fridays of every month.  Sarah, the 

Friday coordinator, notes how 

particularly helpful it is to the entire 

group when friends come and take care 

of making the meal.  It helps 

everything flow much more smoothly, 

calmly, and enjoyably for everyone.  It 

particularly helps her to focus on other 

logistics, troubleshooting, crisis, 

volunteers, and relational dynamics/ 

issues, which is such a gift.  Other 

volunteers come to Watts Street to 

prepare the lunch on the second and 

fourth Fridays of the month. 

 We would love to share the rich 

experience of breaking bread with this 

diverse community with more of our 

congregation.  As one of our group 

notes, the Reality group is a delight to 

have lunch with.  And sometimes the 

WSBC church staff joins us for the 

meal – an extra bonus!  We are looking 

to increase our roster of lunchtime 

helpers, so that we'll have enough folks 

available to easily prepare, serve, eat, 

and clean up on a given Friday - and 

more people to join in this delightful 

business of sharing time with 

Reality folks.  Will you add your 

willing hands and heart to this mission 

effort? 

Cari Furiness 

Reality Ministries Liaison 

cs.furiness@gmail.com 
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 The Reality Ministries Mission 

Group has recently stepped out in faith 

to increase our involvement with the 

Reality Ministries Daytime Program.  

Reality Daytime Fridays @ Watts 

Street brings about 18 adults with 

intellectual and/or developmental 

disabilities, Reality Ministries staff, and 

volunteers together, using the WSBC 

building as a hub from 10:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m. every Friday.  As the Reality 

Ministries website describes, “A day of 

Daytime might include life skills, 

music, art, yoga, trips around the 

community, and (always) a delicious 

lunch!” 

 The Reality Ministries Mission 

Group has coordinated making a simple 

lunch for the Reality Daytime program 

on the first Friday of the month for 

A great lunch at Reality Daytime Fridays at WSBC 
 

 

Share lunch and 

fellowship with 

Reality! 

December Minute for Missions 
 The December 17 Minute for Missions will be given by Marco Hovey, on behalf of the El Salvador 

Mission Group.  The collection will go toward educational scholarships for students in Alegria and San 

Rafael, El Salvador.  All of the students are affiliated with our sister church, Emmanuel Baptist in San 

Salvador.  Checks should be made out to WSBC, with El Salvador Scholarships noted in the memo line 
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Meals on Wheels 
 

 MOW has expanded its weekday 

service to 550 deliveries – 100 more 

than a year ago.  Watts Street 

currently has a team of drivers, but 

more are needed to meet the growing 

demand.  Amy Sauls  (jcsa@aol.com) 

coordinates Watts Street’s 

participation in the MOW delivery 

service and will be glad to add your 

name to the list of volunteers! 

 For more information about 

MOW, contact Bob or Amy or go to 

www.mowdurham.org. 

Bob Kruhm 

MOW Coordinator 

rkruhm@nc.rr.com  
 

  

 
 

  
   
  

 

 Watts Street members have two 

opportunities to volunteer with Meals 

on Wheels (MOW) of Durham:  

packing meals on a quarterly basis 

and/or delivering meals on a weekly 

basis.   

 On November 21, six Watts 

Streeters gathered with other volunteers 

at MOW to pack over 400 meals for 

delivery to the elderly in Durham 

County.   The next packing event will 

be February 20, 2018.  Watch for 

further information or contact Bob 

Kruhm. 

Two opportunities 

to help MOW! 

CBFNC Children’s Mission Day 
) 
 In November, nine children and 

three chaperones had a great time at 

the CBFNC Children’s Mission Day 

in Zebulon.  With our theme 

verse, “Beloved, since God loved us so 

much, we also ought to love one 

another” (1 John 4:11), we focused on 

how to love God and love others in  

our daily lives.   Children painted tea 

towels for refugees, practiced praying 

in color, built a mountain of thanks, 

prayed for our neighbors throughout 

the world, and experienced interactive 

worship stations.  Cecelia Beck, a 

missionary in Shelby, NC, shared 

stories of children and families who 

are struggling with poverty and 

violence.  For the mission offering, we  

 
  

 

donated hygiene items and snacks to 

help the refugees and homeless in 

North Carolina.  

 Special thanks to our awesome 

chaperones, Lizzie Ellis-Furlong 

and Laura Webb Smith for spending 

the day with us! 

Esther Soud Parker 

Minister with Children 

 and Their Families 

Children and adults who 

participated in the CBFNC 

Children’s Mission Day 

“…how to love 

God and love 

others in our 

daily lives.” 
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Watts Streeters already involved, i.e., 

Emily McCoy, Andy Silva, Bob 

Roghelia, Anne Drennan or Amy.  

The commitment is a minimum of 

eight hours per month in two to four 

hour shifts and training is provided.  

Please consider joining this team of 

committed volunteers as you pledge 

your time to help others in 2018. 

Anne Drennan 

HELP Liaison 

adrennan@frontier.com 
 

  
   
  

 

 GOOD NEWS!   WSBC member 

Amy Armstrong is the new manager for 

HELP!  Amy comes to HELP with a 

heart for helping those in need, those 

on the margins of society, and even 

everyday folks like you and me!  Right 

now, HELP is recruiting HELPers to 

clean, make minor repairs, and/or 

sanitize equipment for re-use by others 

in the community.  To learn more about 

this volunteer opportunity, talk with 

Another 

opportunity to 

volunteer! 
 

Words of Thanks 
 

 

A big THANK YOU to all you helped with a deep 

cleaning of the W.E. Stanley Mission House this 

past fall.  Many hands didn’t necessarily make 

light work, but they did accomplish a really big 

task.   The “cleaners/organizers” included:  Dick 

Chorley, Becky Dodson, Anne Drennan, Joe 

Gary, Bebe Guill, Sue Kinzer, Rebeca Olmedo,  

Cyd Reynolds, Ken Rhoads, Ann Tameriz, David 

Tatum, Ginny Wiggins, and Mac Wilkins. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

Compassion in Action 

 

 

Page 8 

Families Moving Forward 

with our love and help 
 

  Watts Street volunteers 

provided their support during the 

week of Oct. 23.  A youth group 

team -- Henry Mitchell, Nick 

Chotas, Maggie Chotas and Kelly 

Sasser -- served a spaghetti meal 

cooked by Stella Smith to 25 people 

on Wednesday.  Other volunteers 

during the week were Bob and 

Jeanne Kruhm, Chris Applewhite, 

Kirstin Kruhm and son Braxton, 

and Camilla Hovey and sons Ryon 

and Marco. 

  Learn of other ways to support 

homeless families at 

www.fmfnc.org. 

 Stuart Wells 

WSBC Coordinator 

stuart.wells@duke.edu 
 

  
   
  

 

 An excellent avenue of service 

comes once each quarter when 

members of WSBC serve meals and 

help with child care at Families 

Moving Forward.  The next 

opportunities for service are January 

29 - February 1 and April 30 - May 

3.  We have an outstanding group of 

“regulars” but can always use new 

volunteers!  Contact Stuart Wells at 

stuart.wells@duke.edu to join this 

group.   

  Watts Streeters work alongside 

volunteers from Duke Memorial and 

Shepherd’s House UMC to serve 

meals, clean up and work with 

children ages 0 - 5 while parents are 

in the House Meeting.  Age-

appropriate structured activities are 

provided and volunteers also 

supervise children in free play. 

 The Religious Coalition for a 

Non-Violent Durham invites you to 

join North Carolinians Against Gun 

Violence (NCGV) for a Vigil to 

End Gun Violence on December 14 

at 7 p.m. at United Church of 

Chapel Hill, 1321 Martin Luther 

King Jr. Blvd, Chapel Hill.  On this 

occasion, we will join others at 

hundreds of locations nationwide in 

giving voice to all victims and 

 
 

survivors of gun violence, and 

extending a call to 

#EndGunViolence in America.  

For questions or more 

information, contact 

ncgv@ncgv.org or 919-403-7665. 

 For more information about 

the Religious Coalition for a Non-

Violent Durham, go to 

www.nonviolentdurham.org.     

 
 

Vigil to End Gun Violence  
 


