
 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 24, 2017 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

DECEMBER 24, 2017 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE  

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:  The Lord be with you. 

People:     And also with you. 

Prelude: “Noël de Saintonge” .................................... Jean-François Dandrieu (1682-1738) 

ANTICIPATING THE ADVENT OF CHRIST  

Chancel Choir: “Savior of the Nations, Come” ................................ Johann Sebastian Bach 

Lob sei Gott dem Vater g’tan; 

Lob sei Gott sein’m ein’gen Sohn, 

Lob sei Gott, dem Heilgen Geist, 

Immer und in Ewigkeit. 

Praise to God the Father sing, 

Praise to God the Son, our King, 

Praise to God the Spirit be 

Ever and Eternally. 

Minister:    Advent invites us on a journey. 

People:  We travel through life, accompanied by faith, in search of the living God. 

Minister: On this day, we journey to a humble stable in long-ago Bethlehem. 

People: Let us worship God, our companion on the journey. 

*Processional Hymn 165: “Once in Royal David’s City” (see insert)............................ IRBY 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  

Reader: Hear the words of the prophet Isaiah: “Therefore the Lord himself will 

give you a sign.  Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a 

son, and shall name him Immanuel.” 

Light Bearer:    Why do we light this candle? 

People:    We light this candle as a sign of God’s everlasting love for all 

humankind.  We wait for God’s love embodied in the child Jesus. 

People sing: “Now It’s Time to Light the Candle” .................................. REGENT SQUARE 
Now it’s time to light the candle, shining love in Jesus’ name. 
When all people join together, earth will never be the same. 
Light will overcome the darkness: Be the love the Christ Child brings. 
 

______________________________________________________________ 

*If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.



 

ADVENT STORY –  Esther Soud Parker 

BECOMING A PRAYING COMMUNITY  

Call to Prayer: God of all the world, as we travel through these days, we have taken steps 

of hope and faith.  We have searched for your peace and celebrated joy with you.  

Guide our steps as we move ever onward in finding your way. 

Prayer for the Gift of Travel 

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Luke 2:1-5 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Simple Gifts: Travel” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 
Love is what carries you, for it is always there, even in the dark, or most in the dark, but 
shining out at times like gold stitches in a piece of embroidery.  — Wendell Berry 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:  Giver of all that is good, may the gifts we bring today be gathered up 

into your great love, 

People: And through us, may your love overflow more and more into all the world. 

Receiving of Gifts 

Chancel Choir: “Gabriel’s Message” .............................. Basque Carol, arr. Stephen Paulus 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame. 

“All hail!” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, 

Most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 

“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said, 

“My soul shall laud and magnify His Holy Name,” 

Mosty highly favored lady, Gloria! 

“For known a blessed Mother thou shalt be, 

All generations laud and honor thee. 

Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold. 

Most highly favored lady, “Gloria!” 

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ was born, 

In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 

And Christian folks throughout the world will ever say 

Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 

*Advent Response (Hymn 129, stanza 3) ................................................................... TRURO 
Redeemer, come!  We open wide our hearts to you; here, Christ, abide! 
Let us your inner presence feel, your grace and love in us reveal. 



*Prayer of Dedication 

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 153: “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” ....................................................... CAROL 

Benediction 

Postlude: “Joseph Wedded Well” .............................................................. Claude Balbastre 
 

Now It’s Time to Light the Candle was written by Martha Spong. 

Anthem Note: “Gabriel’s Message” is a well-known text for the Annunciation with text 

and tune from Basque sources.  The text appears in print at least as early as 1897.  

This carol now appears as a hymn in many recent hymnals. 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
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Processional Hymn: “Once in Royal David’s City” (see insert) ................................... IRBY 

 

Sung by the Choir 

1 One in royal David’s city Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby In a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

Melody, Sung by Lower Voices 

2 He came down to earth from heaven Who is God and Lord of all, 

And his shelter was a stable, And his cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 

Sung by All 

3 And through all his wondrous childhood He would honor and obey, 

Love, and watch the lowly maiden In whose gentle arms he lay. 

Christian children all must be Mild, obedient, good as he. 
 

Melody, Sung by Upper Voices 

4 For he is our childhood’s pattern, Day by day like us he grew, 

He was little, weak and helpless, Tears and smiles like us he knew 

And he feeleth for our sadness, And he shareth in our gladness. 
 

Sung by All 

5 And our eyes at last shall see him, Through his own redeeming love, 

For that child so dear and gentle Is our Lord in heaven above: 

And he leads his children on To the place where he is gone. 
 

Sung by All 

6 Not in that poor lowly stable, With the oxen standing by, 

We shall see him; but in heaven, Set at God’s right hand on high; 

When like stars his children crowned All in white shall wait around. 


