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NOVEMBER 12, 2017 
WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
NOVEMBER 12, 2017 

THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 
Chimes 
Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 
Minute for Missions: The Diaper Bank of North Carolina 
Minister:   The Lord be with you. 
People:    And also with you. 
Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 
Prelude: “Wake, Awake” ..................................................................................... Max Reger 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   People of God, whom will you serve? 
People:   As for this house, we will serve the Lord. 
Minister:   Where else can we turn?  To whom can we go? 
People:   Jesus our Lord has the words of eternal life. 

*Hymn 90: “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” ........................................................... MADRID 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister: Let us gather before our God in spirit and in truth to confess our brokenness. 
Prayers of Confession in Silence 
Corporate Confession:   
Minister:   Patient God, we have so much trouble putting away our false gods. Even 

when we reject platitudes and shaky promises, we still have trouble placing 
our hope in you.   

 
 
___________________________________________ 

* If able, please stand.  
No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.    



People:   Too often when we could simplify our lives, we find ourselves holding fast to 
as much as we can.  When we could make ourselves ready to serve in your 
kingdom, we find other places to put our time and resources. 

Minister: Forgive us, Holy One, and fill us with your tender mercy.  As you whisper to 
us of your faith in us, 

People:   May we listen to your transforming grace, so we may be faithful in our calling 
as disciples and follow wholeheartedly our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 
    People:  Thanks be to God. 
Pastoral Prayer 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Epistle: Ephesians 6:10-20 
Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Old Testament: Joshua 24:1-3, 14-25 
Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon: “Choose This Day” – Dorisanne Cooper  
Silence 

Biblical faith speaks of ethics always in terms of “putting off” and “putting on.”  To 
become a person in Christ means to put one way of life away in order that the other can 
be put on.  The decisiveness of covenant faith lies in the fact that something must be 
abandoned in order that this new relationship can be claimed.  —Eugene Wherli 

Hymn 432: “O Christ, the Way, the Truth, the Life” ............................................ ST. PETER 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: Generous God, as you provide for us each day, nourish and strengthen us in 
faith and faithfulness, 

People:  So that we may share your grace in a hungry world; through Jesus Christ, the 
bread of life.   

Receiving Gifts 
 



Anthem: “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying” ............................................. Philipp Nicolai  
Arr. F. Melius Christiansen 

Wake awake, for night is flying: 
The watchmen on the heights are crying, 
Awake, Jerusalem, arise! 
Midnight’s solemn hour is tolling, 
His chariot wheels are nearer rolling; 
He comes, prepare, ye virgins wise. 
Rise up; with willing feet, 
Go forth, the Bridegroom meet; 
Hallelujah. 

Bear through night 
Your well trim’d light 
Speed forth to join the marriage rite. 
Hear Thy praise, O Lord ascending 
From tongues of men and angels blending 
With harps and lute and psaltery. 
By Thy pearly gates in wonder, 
We stand, and swell the voice of thunder 
In choral melody: Hallelujah. 

We sing the song,  
We swell the throng, 
To praise Thee ages all along.  Hallelujah. 

 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.   
Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  
*Hymn 453: “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service” ............................................. BEECHER 

Benediction 
Carrying the Light into the World 
Postlude: “Wake, Awake” ................................................................. Johann Ludwig Krebs 
 

 
 
 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 
to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 
We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 
We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
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