
 

 
 

 

 
 

OCTOBER 22, 2017 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

OCTOBER 22, 2017 

CHILDREN’S SABBATH 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Child: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light  

Prelude: “Beautiful Savior” ............................................................................... Janet Linker 

PRAISING GOD 

Child: We gather with love, in the name of God who loves each and every child. 

People: We gather with hope, as the body of Christ who is the hope of the world. 

Child: We gather with justice, called by the Spirit whom Jesus called the Advocate. 

People: Come, let us worship on this Children’s Sabbath day with love, hope and 

justice.  

*Hymn 2: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” ....................................................HYMN TO JOY 

Praise and Alleluia Choirs: “God’s Love Is Alive in Us” (see insert) .......... Mark Patterson 

DEDICATING A CHILD AMONG US 

Promises (see insert) 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Child: When we pray to God, do we do so with pride in what wonderful people we are, or 

with humble hope which recognizes how we have not lived as God’s children, and 

how we need God’s forgiveness and grace in our lives?  Let us offer our confessions 

to God. 

 

________________________________________________________ 
*If able, please stand.  

No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  We confess that our world does not fully reflect your love and 

justice.  We know you do not want any of your beloved children to suffer hunger or 

poverty.  Yet there is much that keeps us from creating the change you desire.  We 

get overwhelmed and discouraged.  We feel helpless or hopeless.  Forgive us, O God.  

Help us to turn in a new direction.  Show us how to move forward working with faith, 

love, and hope to end poverty and pursue justice to create the world you intend.  In 

Jesus name we pray, Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament: Psalm 96:1-9 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Living the Good Life” – Esther Soud Parker  

Hymn 99: “O How I Love Jesus” ........................................................O, HOW I LOVE JESUS 

Silence 
Bon dye konn bay men li pa koon separe – Haitian proverb translates, “God gives, but 

doesn’t share.”  God gives us human beings everything we need to flourish, but God isn’t 

the one who is supposed to divvy up the loot.  That charge is laid upon us.  

  -  Tracy Kidder, Mountains Beyond Mountains 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Prayer of Gratitude for Physical Facilities 

During worship this month we are offering a prayer of gratitude for different areas 

of our budget:  Missions, Programs, Human Resources and Physical Facilities.   



Child: Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little 

child will never enter it.  (Luke 18:17)  

People: Let us give, that all children may know the love of God.   

Receiving Gifts 

Chancel Choir: “All Good Gifts” (see insert) ............................................ David Schwoebel 

Text: Matthias Claudis, 1782 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.   

Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication  

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 609: “Take My Life” ................................................................................... HENDON 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude 
 

 

 

 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 



 

DEDICATING A CHILD AMONG US — PROMISES 
 

Minister: We come today to present Mark William Koch to the church and to dedicate 

him to God.  Amie and Patrick, in presenting your child for this holy purpose, 

do you promise, in dependence upon God’s grace and with the help of the 

church, to teach him the gifts of the Christian faith, and by prayer, word, and 

example to bring him up in the nurture, love and instruction of Jesus?  Do you 

promise to uphold him as he learns to live in and embrace the mystery and 

beauty of life? 

Parents: We affirm that our child is made in the image of God and is a child of God by 
creation.  We make these promises to him this day with God’s help. 

Minister: As Mark’s family of faith in this place, do you promise your love, care, and 

example to support and strengthen this family in keeping their promises? 

Congregation: We acknowledge God’s abounding love already at work in Mark and 

pledge ourselves in covenant with God and his family to nurture him into the 

fullness of life.  We covenant to surround them with God’s love for the 

strengthening of their life together; to be for them a family in Christ whose 

love for them cannot be broken.  We accept Mark into our loving care for 

shared responsibility in his growth toward fullness of life in Christ.  We will 

tell him the good news of Christ that he may know himself loved of God and 

freely give of himself in love to others. 

The Promises of the Children 

Minister:  Do you promise to be a friend to Mark? 

Children:  We promise. 

Minister:  If he needs directions, will you show him the way?  

Children:  We promise. 

Minister:  If he falls down, will you help pick him up? 

Children:  We promise. 

Minister:  Will you play with Mark and share with him the stories of Jesus?  

Children:  We promise. 

Dedication 

People sing: Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so. 

 Little ones to him belong.  They are weak, but he is strong. 

 Yes, Jesus loves me….The Bible tells me so. 

 



 

Praise and Alleluia Choirs: “God’s Love Is Alive in Us” ............................ Mark Patterson 

Sing with Joy!  God has done great things among us.   Sing with Joy! Come and 

give thanks for the goodness of God’s love.  1) Like all the saints who’ve 

gathered here before us, we come to pray and bless God’s holy name; but on this 

ancient ground let glad new praise resound: “God’s love is alive in us today!  2) 

We look with hope for all that still awaits us:  a future claimed by trusting in 

God’s grace.  So let us, young and old, go forth with spirits bold.  God’s love is 

alive in us today!  Amen! 

 

 

Chancel Choir: “All Good Gifts” .............................................................. David Schwoebel 

Text: Matthias Claudis, 1782 

All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above; 

Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord for all His love. 

We plow the fields and scatter the good seed on the land, 

But it is fed and watered by God’s almighty hand; 

He sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain, 

The breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain. 

He only is the Maker of all things near and far, 

He paints the wayside flower, He lights the evening star; 

The wind and waves obey Him, by Him the birds are fed; 

Much more to us His children, He gives our daily bread. 

We thank Thee then, O Father, for all things bright and good, 

The seed-time and the harvest, our life, our health, our food; 

Accept the gifts we offer for all Thy love imparts, 

And what Thou most desirest, Our humble, thankful hearts. 

 

 


