
 

 

 

 

 

We are forgetful people.  
We need to remember the stories,  

the drama of God’s love,  
the uncommon grace of Holy Mystery.  
We need to remember the stories of the  
almost-too-good-to-be promises of God,  

the good news in the midst of the world’s bad news. 
We need to remember,  

or we will not walk in mercy.  
Remembering is the only way to find our way. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 8, 2017 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

OCTOBER 8, 2017 

THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

 Minute for Mission: Durham Literacy Center 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Andante in D” ......................................................................... Felix Mendelssohn 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: The world is changing, and God is with us. 
People: Our lives are changing, and God gives us strength. 

Minister: In times of trouble, God gives us comfort. 
People: In times of confusion, God gives us direction. 

Minister: When we are afraid, God gives us hope. 
People: God is in this place.  Thanks be to God. 

*Hymn 23: “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” ........................................ LAUDA ANIMA 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Old Testament: Exodus 1 – 3 selections 

Minister: O God, soften our hearts with your love.  Open our hands with your grace 

that we may live and move and have our being in you. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  Holy and gracious God, at times we feel so frail and fragile, 
getting blown about by the latest crisis, by bad news, by our own short tempers and 
failings.  You call us to hold fast to what is good, but so often we flounder, unable to 
find that solid thing that will center us again.  Help us, we pray.  Help us to see you as 
our center, and to cling to the good that you create in the world.  Help us to set aside 
all that we struggle with that adds to the world’s hurt.  Help us to grow even more into 
Christ’s likeness, that we will bear your love and truth to the world.  Amen. 

___________________________________________ 

* If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices. 



 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People: Thanks be to God. 

Old Testament: Exodus 7 – 9 selections 

Pastoral Prayer 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament: Exodus 13 – 15 selections 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon: “Salvation as Liberation” – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 
It’s hope that helps us keep the faith, despite the evidence, knowing that only in doing so 
has the evidence any chance of changing.   — William Sloane Coffin 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Prayer of Gratitude for our Programs 

During worship this month we are offering a prayer of gratitude for different areas of 

our budget: Missions, Programs, Human Resources, and Physical Facilities. 

Minister: Whether we have much or only a little,  

 let us share our daily bread so that all will be fed. 

People: As we have received, so now let us give. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “Trust in the Lord” ................................................................. Daniel E. Gawthrop 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not unto your own understanding.  

In all your ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct your path.  For in Him are 

all the blessings of heaven.  From His mouth cometh wisdom.  Seek Him and He 

shall grant you the sweetest desires of your heart. 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.   

Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 



COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation 

*Hymn: “God Who Sets Us on a Journey” .....................................................BEACH SPRING 

God who sets us on a journey to discover, dream and grow, 
Lead us as you led your people in the desert long ago; 
Journey inward, journey outward, stir the spirit, stretch the mind, 
Love for God and self and neighbor marks the way that Christ defined. 

Exploration brings new insights, changes, choices we must face; 
Give us wisdom in deciding, mindful always of your grace; 
Should we stumble, lose our bearings, find it hard to know what’s right, 
We regain our true direction focused on the Jesus light. 

When we set up camp and settle to avoid love’s risk and pain, 
You disturb complacent comfort, pull the tent pegs up again; 
Keep us travelling in the knowledge you are always at our side; 
Give us courage for the journey, Christ our goal and Christ our guide. 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Prelude in G Major” .............................................................. Felix Mendelssohn 

 

 

 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

CHURCH STAFF:  Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Director of Children’s Music 

Ministries; Diane Eubanks Hill, Minister with Adults; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and 

Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; 

Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 


