
 

I always imagined when I was a kid  

  that adults had some kind of  

  inner toolbox,  

   full of shiny tools:   

  the saw of discernment, 

  the hammer of wisdom,  

  the sandpaper of patience. 

  
But when I grew up,  

 I found that life handed you 

  these rusty bent old tools— 

  friendships,  

  prayer,  

  conscience,  

  honesty,—  

  
and said, 

 “Do the best you can with these,  

  they will have to do.” 

 And mostly, against all odds, 

  they’re enough.  —Anne Lamott 
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2017 

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Prelude in D Major” (L’Organiste) ................................................. César Franck 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: May our spirits be open to you, O God: 

People: That in listening we may hear your voice,  

that in waiting for you we may meet you, 

Minister: That in walking beside you we may see the world as you see it, 

that in loving your children we may share their burdens, 

People: That in worshipping you we may be renewed to serve you in the world. 

*Hymn 22: “All Creatures of Our God and King” ............................ LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Stanza 1: All; Stanza 2: Men; Stanza 3; Women; Stanza 4: All 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  Let us gather before our God in spirit and in truth to confess our brokenness 

and center ourselves in God’s path for us. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

_____________________________ 

* If able, please stand.   

No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



Corporate Confession:  God, our hope and refuge, we confess the times that anger and 

hatred hold on to us. In the midst of healing, loss is still real.  We are not in control.  

We don’t like being vulnerable.  We still want security or the illusion of it.  We still 

want our enemies to be thwarted and for our lives to return to safety and Shalom.  

Forgive us and heal us.  Raise us to new life.  Strengthen us in the ways of compassion 

and justice.  Fix our faith on you so we know that nothing can separate us from your 

love.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People: Thanks be to God. 

People sing: ......................................................................................................... HAMBURG 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small.   

Love so amazing, so divine demands my soul, my life, my all.  

Pastoral Prayer  

TENDING TO THE WORD 

New Testament:  Matthew 18:21-35 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Salvation as Forgiveness” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 
If, and insofar as, Christians are able to recognize that forgiveness is a way of life rather 
than a simple word to assuage guilt, then we will be on our way to embodying the 
wholeness of the gospel through mastering the craft of forgiveness. – L. Gregory Jones 

Hymn 73: “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” ............................................. WELLESLEY 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: The scriptures say, “Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all 

the destitute.  Speak out, judge righteously, defend the rights of the poor and 

needy.” 

People: May the gifts of our time, talents, and money speak the truth in love. 

Receiving Gifts 

 

 

 

 



Anthem: “Panis angelicus” ............................................................................. César Franck 
Panis angelicus fit panis hominum; Bread of the angel host sent down from God above; 

Dat panis coelicus figuris terminum: Body of Christ our Lord in token of his love: 

O res mirabilis! manducat Dominum O gift most wonderful! Christ as our sacrament: 

Pauper, pauper, servus et humilis. Humble, lowly, all share his sacred feast. 

St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) 

*Doxology.......................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures here below;  

Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, triune, whom we adore.  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 658: “Restless Weaver” ......................................................................BEACH SPRING 

Benediction 

Congregational Benediction:  Hymn 437, “Go Now in Peace” ........................ GO IN PEACE 

First time, all sing in unison; then sing twice as a round – 

Choir first, banner side second, piano side third 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Sortie” (L’Organiste) ..................................................................... César Franck 
 

 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 
 

CHURCH STAFF:  Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Director of Children’s Music 

Ministries; Diane Eubanks Hill, Minister with Adults; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and 

Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; 

Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 


