
 

 

 

 

 

Our work is not simply for personal gain; 
it becomes our gift, 

our offering to the human family,  
to the earth 

and to the divine spirit 
within us all.   

—Wayne Mueller 
 

 

 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2017 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2017 

THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minute for Mission: Isabel Whitcomb Stay Strong Fund 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude 

PRAISING GOD 

People sing:  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me… 

Minister: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because the Lord has anointed me to preach 

good news to the poor, 

People: To proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, 

Minister: To set at liberty those who are oppressed, 

People: To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.  (Luke 4:18-19) 

*Hymn No. 464: “God of Grace and God of Glory” .................................... CWM RHONDDA 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  Let us gather before our God in spirit and in truth to confess our brokenness 

and center ourselves in God’s path for us. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

___________________________________________ 

*If able, please stand.   

No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



 

Corporate Confession:  In our depths we sense how separated we are from your life.  

You offer mercy.  We run the other way.  You offer forgiveness.  We hug our guilt 

close to us.  You offer acceptance.  We insist that you won’t understand us.  You offer 

new life.  We cling to the old.  You love us with an everlasting love.  We cannot 

believe your grace.  We confess our sins, O God. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People: Thanks be to God. 

People sing: ......................................................................................................... HAMBURG 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small.   

Love so amazing, so divine demands my soul, my life, my all.  

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Psalter: Psalm 138 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Epistle: Romans 12:1-8 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon: “Salvation as Transformation” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 
No one’s gifts stand apart, nor do they exist for their own sake. All that we have has been 

given to us, including our particular talents, for the mutual building up of God’s 

kingdom. The only appropriate response to such a gift is gratitude—the kind of 

thankfulness that propels us outward in self-bestowing love.   —Kari Jo Verhuist 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: The scriptures say, “Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all 

the destitute.  Speak out, judge righteously, defend the rights of the poor and 

needy.” 

People: May the gifts of our time, talents, and money speak the truth in love. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “Pues Si Vivimos” .................................................................. arr. by Alice Parker  

(Hymn 536) 



*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures here below;  

Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, triune, whom we adore.  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn: “We, O God, Unite Our Voices” (see insert) ...................................... IN BABILONE 

Benediction 

Congregational Benediction:  Hymn 437, “Go Now in Peace” ........................ GO IN PEACE 

First time, all sing in unison; then sing twice as a round – 

Choir first, banner side second, piano side third 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “In Babilone” ......................................................................... Thomas Chesterton 
 

 

 

 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 

CHURCH STAFF:  Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Director of Children’s Music 

Ministries; Diane Eubanks Hill, Minister with Adults; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and 

Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; 

Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 



 


