
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2017 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2017 

THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

DEACON ORDINATION SUNDAY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Presentation of Bibles to Sixth Graders – Kelly Sasser 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Be Thou My Vision” (Handbells) ................................................ arr. Hal Hopson 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: On this day of worship, we call on God’s name, and hear our own invitation to 

work for the good of all. 

People: Gathered with neighbors and strangers, we call on God’s hope, and discover 

that a lifetime of service seems but a few days. 

Minister:  In this place of praise and prayer, we call on God’s love,  

People: And receive that grace which is as old as creation, yet as fresh as each 

morning. 

*Hymn 21: “Let the Whole Creation Cry” ............................................................. LLANFAIR 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  Let us gather before our God in spirit and in truth to confess our brokenness 

and center ourselves in God’s path for us. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Morning Prayer:  Our hearts are hard, O God – Soften them with your love.  Our hands 

are clenched, O God – Open them with your grace.  Our feet are planted too firmly, O 

God – Invite us to dance with you.  Our lives are not our own, we know – Let us live 

and move and have our being in you, O God. Amen. 

___________________________________________ 

* If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



People sing: ........................................................................................................ HAMBURG 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small.   

Love so amazing, so divine demands my soul, my life, my all.  

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament:  Exodus 3:1-12 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Reflection: “Salvation as Following” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 
The renewal of the church will be in progress when it is seen as a fellowship of 
consciously inadequate persons who gather because they are weak, and scatter to serve 
because their unity with one another and with Christ has made them bold.     
        — Elton Trueblood  

THE ORDINATION OF DEACONS    

The Ordination Prayer  

The Laying on of Hands 

All who wish may come forward by the right aisle to offer each new Deacon a blessing. 

People: We welcome you to the deacon ministry of our church.  We are grateful to God 

for your lives.  We will work with you and encourage you in living the faith.  

We share your calling to serve God and our community through this church.  

We pray that God will richly bless you as we, in turn, are blessed by you. 

Deacons:  Together we remember that our call is to minister, even as others minister to 

us.  Our call is to serve, even as Christ serves us.  Our call is to devote 

ourselves to prayer, even as others pray for us.  We will seek the guidance of 

the Spirit as we use our gifts to serve God’s people. 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: The scriptures say, “Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all 

the destitute.  Speak out, judge righteously, defend the rights of the poor and 

needy.” 

People: May the gifts of our time, talents, and money speak the truth in love. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “Eternal Light Shine in my Heart”................................................. Eugene Englert 
Eternal Light, shine in my heart; eternal hope, lift up my eyes; eternal power, be my support; 

eternal wisdom, make me wise.  Eternal life, raise me from death; eternal brightness, help me 



see; Eternal Spirit, give me breath; Eternal Savior, come to me.  Until by your most costly 

grace, invited by your holy word, at last I come before your face to know you my eternal God.  

(Christopher Idle, 1938, from a prayer of Alcuin) 

*Doxology.......................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures here below;  

Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, triune, whom we adore.  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 450: “God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian” ............................................ HYFRYDOL 

Stanza 2:  People sing “deacons” in place of “pastors.” 

Benediction 

Congregational Benediction:  Hymn 437, “Go Now in Peace” ........................ GO IN PEACE 

First time, all sing in unison; then sing twice as a round – 

Choir first, banner side second, piano side third 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Come, Holy Spirit” ................................................................... Dom Paul Benoit 
 

 

 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 


