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September 2017 

Community on Wednesday Nights 
Begin the new year on Wednesday nights, making and 
enriching connections with your Watts Street family.  
Weekly supper time begins on August 30 at 5:30 p.m.  
At 6:00 p.m. we begin community time, then move on to 
age-level events:  choirs for children, Youth Service 
Learning for youth, and For the Living of These Days for 
adults in the Chapel led by Dorisanne Cooper (see article 
below).  

The schedule is different on the first night, August 30, 
when we all gather after supper for a Confetti Soup all 
ages mission project.   

Please make reservations in the Friendship Register by 
the Sunday prior, or by contacting the church office by 
Monday before noon.  Children 3 years through 5th 
grade: $3.  Youth and adults:  $7.  Family cap:  $24.  
Children under 3 eat free.  

For the Living of These Days 
Our adult program on Wednesday Nights this fall is 
offered as a space for you to come and find renewal 
during the week.  Beginning September 13, from 6:30-7 
p.m. in the chapel, Dorisanne will guide us as we find 
space for connection, conversation, reflection and 
moving back out into the world.  Whether you’re a 
regular Wednesday night attendee or simply looking for 
a space of respite and encouragement during the week, 
we invite you to carve out this time where we will 
encourage each other for the living of these days.   

Deacon Ordination Sunday, September 10 
Watts Street has twenty-eight deacons whose ministry is 
to connect with and care for the individuals and families 
within our congregation.  Each deacon has a group of ten 
- fifteen family units.  This coming year we have eight 
deacons who either are returning to service after time 

away from this ministry, or who will serve as deacons 
this fall for the first time:  Ken Garner, Kendall 
Newswanger, Lou Rollins, Barbara Rumer, Amy Sauls, 
Andy Silva, Donna Silva, and Ann Stickel.  Of this 
group, four will be ordained on September 10:  Ken 
Garner, Kendall Newswanger, Barbara Rumer and Amy 
Sauls. 

The Service of Ordination is a meaningful experience, as 
all are invited to come forward to offer a blessing to each 
of those being ordained. 

Please pray for these and all of our deacons as they fulfill 
this important ministry.  We are grateful for their 
willingness to serve. 

Watts Street 101 
Watts Street 101, a series of three conversations about 
the life and ministry of Watts Street Baptist Church, is 
set for September 10, 17 and 24, from 9:45 to 10:45 in 
the Library.  Church staff and lay leaders meet with 
visitors and recent new members.  Children and youth 
are encouraged to go to Sunday School during this time.  
To learn more about the congregation, we invite you to 
attend these conversations, offered by our Deacons.  
Please see one of the staff ministers, or Deacon Gordon 
Whitaker, if you have questions. 

Fall Church Workday, October 14 
Please come out for the Fall Church Workday on 
Saturday, October 14, 8:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.  Spend time 
outside in good company while we work to beautify and 
improve the grounds of the church.  Outdoor tasks 
include raking leaves, weeding beds, spreading mulch 
and trimming shrubs.  Workday is a great opportunity to get 
to know other church members and your church building.  
If you have questions, email B & G chair Tim Cline 
(tc27278@gmail.com). 

You’re Invited – Sunday, September 10!  

Following worship, please join us for lunch and conversation around our congregational planning process.  As you 
know three groups have been working around the areas of Connecting with Each Other, Connecting with Our 
Neighbors, and Connecting with Our Building and we’re compiling their recommendations now.  They offer 
positive and challenging steps we can take to continue to become the church we are called to be.  Watch your email 
for details and on September 10, you’ll be invited into conversation with the committee members and each other 
around our next steps.  A light lunch will be served. No reservations needed.  We hope to see you there! 

Welcome Sunday, August 27 
This year we celebrate Welcome Sunday and Christian Education Sunday on August 27.  Children and youth are 
promoted to new classes.  In worship we welcome first graders.  Following worship, we enjoy conversation at the 
final Eat Dessert First of the summer, offered by our deacons, where our special guests will be our choral music 
directing team!  We hope you’ll stay around a while to make new friends and spend time with old friends. 
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Stewardship Report 
Churches run on generosity and the wise stewardship of 
the gifts God grants each of us… our time, our talents, 
and our money.  The church tracks the money Watts 
Street receives by three categories.  Pledged giving 
consists of the funds people promise when submitting a 
pledge card at the beginning of the church year in 
October.  Unpledged giving is the money people give 
that is not tied to the upfront commitment of a pledge, 
and the third category is our loose plate offerings. 

This year’s pledged giving has tracked very closely to 
our planned revenue budget, which is good news.  
However, as you may recall from the Stewardship 
Committee’s spring Church Meeting report, we said a 
close eye would be needed on the unpledged giving 
category to ensure our budget remained in line with 
actual performance.  The trend of the last few years led 
us to predict a higher income in the unbudgeted 
category as part of this year’s budget.  Unfortunately, 
our unpledged funds are tracking lower than we 
budgeted for.  This shortfall is impacting both this 
year’s budget and our plans for next year’s budget.  

We encourage everyone to give prayerful consideration 
to your current giving plans and to think about the 
future as well.  This fall, along with the three long-
range planning teams, the Stewardship Committee will 
be inviting everyone into a conversation about the 
church’s future and how we’re connected to God’s 
work in the world.  We hope you’ll join us. 

David Rhoades – Co-Chair, Stewardship Committee  

Advent Devotional Resource:  
Contributors Needed 
Advent is coming and it’s time to begin work on the 
Watts Street devotional resource, a valued part of the 
Advent journey for many WS members.  Adults and 
youth are invited to offer written contributions to this 
resource, a part of our Ministry with Adults.  Children’s 
art work also will be included.  If you’d like to make a 
contribution, please see Diane Eubanks Hill 
(diane@wattsstreet.org) right away.  Guidelines will be 
provided. 

September Minute for Mission 
The September 10 Minute for Mission will be presented 
by Susan Carroll Whitcomb for the Isabel Whitcomb 
Stay Strong Fund, established by the University of 
North Carolina Center of Excellence for Eating 
Disorders (CEED).  Susan is continuing the work of her 
daughter, Isabel, to improve services for people 
struggling with eating disorders.  This fund will create 
an ambassador's program, with the vision of building an 
education and referral network in North Carolina, in 
order to provide children and families with evidence-
based care for eating disorders in their home 
communities.  You can learn more about Isabel's 

journey and her hope to help others by reading her blog, 
https://grantmetheserenity98.blogspot.com/.  

Young Adult Ministry 
College students and young adults, we’d love to help 
you make connections at Watts Street!  For details on 
upcoming events, visit www.wattsstreet.org or contact 
Blanche Williams (blanche.williams50@gmail.com) or 
Kelly Sasser (kelly@wattsstreet.org). 

September/October Mission Baskets  
The mission baskets in the side foyer and the 
Fellowship Hall collect donations of food for the North 
Carolina Central University Campus Food Pantry.  
They are located on the NCCU campus to serve 
students in need.  Please help stock the pantry by 
placing donated non-perishable food items in the 
mission baskets.  Contact David Heist 
(david.heist@gmail.com, 919-475-8367) with 
questions.  

Increasing Our Awareness:  
Refugees in Syria 
The Peace and Reconciliation Mission Group has 
acquired the rights to screen the documentary, After 
Spring, on Friday, September 22nd.  Please join us in 
Room 102 for this special showing!  The film (1 hour, 
41 minutes) will begin at 7:00 p.m.  It has been 
described as “a touching and unexpectedly positive 
message” (Allan Hunter, Screen Daily) about the 
millions of people displaced by the Syrian conflict.  
After Spring is the story of what happens next. 

Helpers Needed Sporadically  
The Bereavement Ministry has three teams with co-
leaders who guide volunteers to offer a meal or 
reception when there is a loved one’s service at WSBC.  
Many hands are needed in preparation to make 
sandwiches, bake cookies, and cut up fruit.  Others 
assist with set-up, serving, or clean-up after the service.  
Since 3 teams rotate, you will only be called upon 
occasionally.  Families are so appreciative of this 
ministry so won’t you join us?  Contact Anne Drennan 
(919-489-2942, adrennan@frontier.com) for more 
information.  One-year terms begin September 1. 

Girl Scout Troop 1676 
Are you a girl in 1st or 5th grade?  Do you enjoy crafts, 
singing, camping, and generally having fun?  If so, 
please consider joining Girl Scout Troop 1676!  We 
meet during the school year at WSBC in the Scouting 
Room (Rm 213) on 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month.  
Daisies (1st graders) meet from 1:30-2:30 p.m., and 
Juniors (5th graders) meet from 3:00-4:30 p.m., with 
occasional special outings and camping trips.  For more 
information, please contact Erin McClain at 
troop1676@gmail.com or 919-604-1632.  

News Briefs 

mailto:diane@wattsstreet.org
http://giving.unc.edu/gift/custom/index.htm?fndpic=345908&p=medf
http://giving.unc.edu/gift/custom/index.htm?fndpic=345908&p=medf
https://www.med.unc.edu/psych/eatingdisorders
https://www.med.unc.edu/psych/eatingdisorders
https://www.med.unc.edu/psych/eatingdisorders
https://grantmetheserenity98.blogspot.com/
http://www.wattsstreet.org
mailto:blanche.williams50@gmail.com
mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
mailto:david.heist@gmail.com
mailto:adrennan@frontier.com
mailto:troop1676@gmail.com
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Sunday, September 3 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 2:30 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
Monday, September 4 – Labor Day 
  Church Office CLOSED 
Tuesday, September 5 
 6:30 p.m. Children’s Education Ministry Committee  
 7:00 p.m. Building & Grounds Committee 
Wednesday, September 6 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee: Hidden Figures 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Music and Worship Labs 
 6:15 p.m. Adults: Budget Discussion 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Saturday, September 9 
 9:30 a.m. Deacon Orientation 
Sunday, September 10 
 9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Deacon Ordination 
 12:00 p.m. Congregational Conversations Gathering 
 2:30 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group 
Monday, September 11 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning  
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Personnel Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Youth Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, September 12 
 4:00 p.m. Watts Street Garden Club 
 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee 
Wednesday, September 13 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Music and Worship Labs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living of These Days 
 7:00 p.m. Reality Ministries Mission Group 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, September 14 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
 7:00 p.m. IT Committee 
Friday, September 15 
 4:15 p.m. Children leave for Fall Retreat 
Sunday, September 17 
 9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 2:00 p.m. Children return from Fall Retreat 
 2:30 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 

 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group 
Monday, September 18 
 7:00 p.m. Treasurers Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Peace & Reconciliation Mission Group 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, September 19 
 11:00 a.m.  Sr. Adult Coordinating Council 
 12:00 p.m. Book Club: Lovie: The Story of a Southern 

Midwife and An Unlikely Friendship 
 6:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Budget Prep Committee Meeting #3 
Wednesday, September 20 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Music and Worship Labs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Friday, September 22 
 5:00 p.m. Youth leave for Fall Retreat 
 7:00 p.m. Syrian Refugee Film, “After Spring” 
Sunday, September 24 
 9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Worship and Music Committee 
 2:30 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Youth return from Fall Retreat 
Monday, September 25 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning  
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, September 26 
 7:00 p.m. Church Council 
Wednesday, September 27 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Music and Worship Labs 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: For the Living of These Days 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, September 28 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 

Calendar 

Birthday Wishes 
 

We invite you to celebrate 
WS seniors 

Who have achieved the age 
of 90 or beyond! 

Marion Grabarek, who 
turns 97 on September 29.  
Her address is 1212 Ward 

St., 27707. 

September Worship 
Schedule 

Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
all Sundays 
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Jordan Lake Excursion – October 19 
Back by popular demand – another opportunity to enjoy 
the beauty of Jordan Lake via a two-hour excursion with 
Triangle Boat Tours and Captain Don Watkins.  Grab 
your sunscreen and meet at church at 9:00 a.m. on 
Thursday, October 19, for a great time with your Watts 
Street friends on Jordan Lake!  Optional lunch 
afterwards on the way home. 

Cost:  $20 per person.  Pick up a registration form found 
in the foyers and return it, along with a check for $20, 
made to Watts Street Baptist Church, to the church 
office by Wednesday, October 11.  See Kathy Davis or 
Diane Eubanks Hill with questions. 

Noon Book Club 
The Noon Book Club resumes meeting on September 
19, and continues on the third Tuesday of each month in 
room 104-A.  Emily McCoy (919-489-0483, 
emmccoy@nc.rr.com) serves as coordinator.  Drop-ins 
are always welcome to this lively conversation!  The 
book for September is Lovie: The Story of a Southern 
Midwife and an Unlikely Friendship by Lisa Yarger, a 
documentary published in association with the Center 
for Documentary Studies at Duke University. 

Finding Your Place to Connect 
Coming into a sanctuary filled with mostly strangers can 
be intimidating!  We encourage everyone to find a small 
group or two with which to connect.  It may be a 

Sunday School class, a mission group, the choir, one of 
the small groups mentioned below….  Watts Street 
offers lots of opportunities for connection.  You are 
encouraged to pick up one of the new Adults and Faith 
Formation brochures from the side or front foyer and 
consider your places of connection.  Please contact 
Diane Eubanks Hill (diane@wattsstreet.org, 919-688-
1366) if a conversation would be helpful. 

Ongoing ‘Drop-in’ Groups for Adults 
Several ongoing groups are offered for Watts Street 
adults.  You may drop in on any of these groups at any 
time. 

• Men’s Breakfast gathers on Thursdays, September 
14 and 28, 7:15 a.m., Elmo’s Diner.  See Dick 
Chorley (rchorley@nc.rr.com, 919-286-1645) with 
questions. 

• The Art of Aging Gracefully, an ongoing 
conversation about the gifts and challenges of aging, 
gathers Thursdays, September 14 and 28, 10:30 
a.m., room 104-A.  Participants have opportunity to 
tell their stories and to hear the stories of others.  
David May (919-493-2289) serves as coordinator. 

• Movie Matinees:  First Wednesday Movie Matinees 
continue, offered by the Senior Adult Coordinating 
Council and open to all, in room 102 at 1:00 p.m.  
Enjoy the movie, along with popcorn and soda, as 
well as time with your friends!  On September 6, we 
enjoy Hidden Figures, the recent acclaimed movie 
about three brilliant African-American women at 
NASA.  

Adult Ministry News 

Sunday Ministry Volunteers 
September 3  
Greeters: Emily Joiner, Karoline Johnson & Zac Barker 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig,  

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Dawn Eberhard, Shanessa Pride, Open 
Toddlers: Karen Barber, Georgia Chotas, Open 
Preschool II: Wanda Burton-Crutchfield, Emma Hitchings, 

Open 
Preschool III: Maggie Chotas, Judi Powell, Nick Chotas 
Lock up: Alan Williams 
Sound System: Eva Irmy 
September 10 
Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Pat Revels 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig, 

Michelle Roach, Steve Ross 
Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Kacey Reynolds Schedler, Ginny 

Wiggins, Open 
Toddlers: Brian or Jenny Barrier, Emily Joiner, Kate Patillo 
Preschool II: Billy Price, Open, Max Husack 
Preschool III: Scott Job, Ted McDaniel, Philip Patillo 
Lock up: Joe Gary 
Sound System: David Tatum 

September 17 
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Maggie Chotas, Joe Gary, 

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Amy Armstrong 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, John Rublein, Tina Ward, 

Aria Oliver 
Toddlers: Melissa Harrell, Evelyn Ritz, Open, 
Preschool II: Ashlee or Brian Crews, Joy Turner, Open 
Preschool III: Amy Rublein, Elizabeth Sasser, Henry Mitchell 
Lock up: Worth Lutz III 
Sound System: Mike Killam 
September 24 
Greeters: David Goodman, Lisa & David Rhoades 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Robb Damman, Bob Hellwig,  

Steve Ross, Ann Stickel 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Anne Claire Broughton, Shanessa Pride, Amy Sauls, 

Emily Holloway 
Toddlers: Kristi Giemza, Hannah Sauls, Open 
Preschool II: Matt Hanchey, Allyn Meredith, Sarah Hanchey 
Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Open, Richie Freeman 
Lock up: Mack Wilkins 
Sound System: Logan Wilkins 

mailto:emmccoy@nc.rr.com
mailto:diane@wattsstreet.org
file:///C:/Users/Sherrill/OneDrive%20-%20Watts%20Street%20Baptist%20Church/Mary/WattsLine%20Articles/2016/rchorley@nc.rr.com
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Confetti Bean Soup Mission Project  
On August 30, after the Wednesday night supper, all ages 
are invited to put together packages of beans, pasta, and 
spices for Urban Ministries’ clients (when cooked each 
package serves four people).  It takes lots of hands, not 
only to make soup packages, but also to contribute dried 
beans (navy beans, green split peas, yellow split peas, 
black beans, kidney beans, lentils, pinto beans, black-
eyed peas, and barley) and pasta (small elbow macaroni).  
Please place all donations of dried beans and pasta in the 
Fellowship Hall box labeled “Confetti Soup” by August 
27.  Contact Esther for additional information.   

Visit to Beth El Synagogue 
Children’s Sunday School classes visited Beth El 
Synagogue in August. Our host, Krisha Miller, guided us 
through the synagogue, beginning with a wooden 
Mezuzah at the outside door, holding a tiny scroll of the 
Shema.  We learned about wearing Kippahs and why it’s 
important to kiss prayer shawls.  The Torah was opened 
so we could see the Hebrew scripture up close.   We 
learned about Jewish holidays, bar mitzvahs, bat 
mitzvahs, and much more.  We are grateful to Krisha 
Miller for hosting us and introducing us to the Jewish 
faith. 

Dayspring  
Special thanks to our Dayspring Summer Sunday School 
volunteers who led our children through the summer 
curriculum focusing on “Following God.”  We are 
grateful for your leadership!     

First Graders Bibles and Worship 
Classes 
On August 27, all first graders will be introduced during 
the worship service and receive a new Bible from the 
church.  We look forward to welcoming these children 
into the worship service.  Remember, it’s okay if they 
wiggle and ask questions during worship.  We can learn 
from young children as they experience the awe and 
wonder of worship.     

First Graders Worship Education classes begin 
September 10 and continue through October 15.  Each 

Sunday, children leave worship with the preschoolers and 
meet in the library to learn how and why we worship 
God.  We’ll explore the church year, communion, 
baptism, prayer, hymns, scripture, offering, and more.  
Please encourage your child to attend each class to gain a 
better understanding of worship.  See Esther for more 
information.     

Sunday School Teachers 
There are several teacher openings for our new Sunday 
School year, beginning August 27.  Please consider 
joining us in this important ministry to our children.  
Each age group has a teaching team which allows you to 
share the commitment with three other teachers, rotating 
Sundays throughout the year.  If you are interested in 
teaching Children’s Sunday School in the 2017/2018 
church year, please contact Elizabeth Sasser or Esther 
Soud Parker.   

Children’s Fall Retreat 
September 15-17 
Camp Willow Run, Littleton, NC  
We meet at 4:15 p.m. on Friday afternoon and return by 
2:00 p.m. on Sunday.  Please pray for our children and 
chaperones as we spend time in Bible study, worship, 
and recreation during the weekend at Lake Gaston.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CBFNC Children’s Mission Day  
On Saturday, November 11, children in 1st – 5th grades 
travel to Zebulon, NC to spend the day learning about 
missions and how to care for others.  More information 
to follow – in the meantime Save the Date! 

Save the Date 
August 27    First Graders Receive Bibles  
Sept. 10- Oct. 15  First Graders Worship Class 
Sept. 15-17  Fall Retreat - Camp Willow Run 
October 22   Children’s Sabbath  
     Children’s Mission Offering  
     Challenge 
November 11  CBFNC Children’s Mission Day  

A more detailed 2017 Children’s Ministry Calendar is 
online at www.wattsstreet.org 

Children’s Ministry News 

http://www.wattsstreet.org
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Youth and Parents Potluck and Fall Kick-
Off 
Sunday, August 27, from 5:00-7:00 p.m. in the fellowship 
hall. 
Bring a covered dish and let’s kick off the upcoming year 
of youth ministry at WSBC! 
Plus: come meet Cara Valenti, our new Youth Choir 
director! 

Welcome Sixth Graders!  
Following the Sixth Graders Night Out and the Welcome 
Sixth Graders Party in August, we are pleased to 
officially welcome the “Class of 2024” into the youth 
ministry!  Adam Cooper-Tatum, John Paul Giemza, O.C. 
Groves, Ethan Job, Grace McDaniel, Elena Paces-Wiles, 
Evan Paces-Wiles, and Thomas Park:  thank God you are 
here!!! 

On Sunday, September 10, we will present each of you 
with a Student Bible during the morning worship 
service.  As you get older, you’ll want to dig deeper into 
the scriptures and grow in your faith journey.  Your 
church family and youth group are committed to helping 
you along the way.  Hope to see you on the 10th!   

 

Fall Sunday Night Youth Schedule Begins 
September 10! 
4:00 p.m. – Youth Choir 
5:00 p.m. – Guaranteed Recreation 
5:30 p.m. – Youth Supper 
6:00 p.m. – Small Groups 
6:30 p.m. – Large Group (singing, theme discussion, 
announcements, games) 
7:15 p.m. – Dismiss 

September 3 – No evening activities (Labor Day 
weekend) 
September 10 – Regular schedule 
September 17 – Regular schedule 
September 24 – No evening activities (Youth Fall 
Retreat) 

2017 Youth Fall Retreat! 
September 22-24 
Laurel Ridge Camp and Retreat Center (Laurel Springs, 
NC) 
Plus: dinner at Shatley Springs! 
Cost: $85 (scholarship money available) 

$40 deposits and forms are due in to Kelly’s box (in the 
copy room) by Sunday, September 10.  The information 
flier and the health/liability forms will be available at the 
Youth Parents Meeting on August 27 and then on Kelly’s 
office door, as well the church website: 
www.wattsstreet.org.   

Youth Ministry News 

WSBC Fall Bazaar – Anniversary 
Edition! 
Mark your calendars for the 40th annual Watts Street 
Fall Bazaar on Saturday, November 4!  If you are 
able to sew, make handmade craft items, donate 
artwork or photography, bake cakes or other sweet 
treats, or work the concession stand, we’d love to 
have your support.  It’s not too early to start your 
preparations!  Contact Steve Ritz or Kelly Sasser 
with questions.  Proceeds support the Good Shepherd 
Window restoration and our Youth Summer Mission 
Experiences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome Cara Valenti, our new Youth Choir Director!  
Cara officially begins her work on September 1, but will 
join us this Sunday for Eat Dessert First and will be at the 
youth potluck Sunday night.  Watch for more news about 
Cara in the October WattLine. 

http://www.wattsstreet.org
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THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH   --   “Every Member a Minister” 
CHURCH STAFF 

Sue Alexander Assistant Secretary 
Tom Bloom Organist 
Dorisanne Cooper Senior Minister 
Sherrill Figuera  Office Manager 
Mary Elizabeth Hanchey Director of Children’s Music Ministries 
Diane Eubanks Hill Minister with Adults 
Esther Soud Parker Minister with Children and Their Families 
Kelly Sasser Minister with Youth and Their Families 
Bobby Sturdivant Custodian 
Cara Valenti Youth Choir Director 
Melody Zentner Director of Music Ministries 
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From Dorisanne Cooper 
 

 What is saving your life right now?  I love this question—because it points conversation toward deeper levels 
than we often reach in casual conversation; because it gets at the very basics of life, what makes life worth it, and 
what we’re holding on to.  It prompts us to reflect on something positive in the midst of a world that can feel 
overwhelmingly negative these days.  And if I may be redundant, I like it because it helps us to remember that 
something that “saves” us is a positive thing.    

Since its beginnings, the church has been about this idea of “saving” in one way or another, though, 
unfortunately, often we’ve heard this in language that feels negative or downright off-putting to us.  Many here at 
Watts Street have stories of how “being saved” was presented to us as something based in fear rather than abundant 
life.  It was often focused on the future only—in particular the “destinations” of heaven and hell and where you 
were likely to end up(!).  One of the ways that we often respond to this part of our past is to skip over talking about 
something like salvation at all—and after all isn’t theology a luxury in the midst of desperate problems that call for 
our attention and action in the world?  Well, no, actually.     

I was on a call this week with a multi-racial group of clergy from Charlottesville who were actively involved 
in the recent conflicts there.  They shared individual experiences, lessons they learned, and the relationship work 
and grounding they did for the work of these days.  They shared how vital their worship was together, but in 
particular also how vital it was for each of them to find grounding in the gospel so that they could be about the kind 
of work that is called for over the long haul.  In the midst of extreme highs and lows, that is what they returned to 
again and again.  If we’re going to be God’s hands and feet in the world we need continually to remind ourselves 
how we’re called to shape our lives both in the present moment and moving in to the future, what qualities motivate 
and ground us as we go about our transformation work and the nurture of our souls.   

While it’s tempting to think of certain theological words as those we might need to reject or replace, instead 
we have to work to re-discover the meaning of the words of our tradition and not just for seeing what we’ve gotten 
wrong.  There are meanings of salvation that the church has never fully unpacked or even just flat out ignored, 
truths that we’ve gotten wrong or mis-applied.  In worship this fall, we’re going to explore some of these from a 
positive place—salvation as sustenance, forgiveness, transformation, reconciliation, following, liberation.  The 
Bible actually treats salvation quite broadly and the church needs to do so as well.  I look forward to learning, un-
learning and re-learning with you.  And continually asking the question—What is saving your life right now? 
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