
 

 

 

 

 

Holy One, 
unnamed by the names I give you, 

in the silence name me, 
that I may know who I am, 

hear the truth you have put into me, 
trust the love you have for me, 
which you call me to live out 

with my sisters and brothers in your human family. 
—Ted Loder  

  

 

 

 
 

 

AUGUST 27, 2017 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

AUGUST 27, 2017 

THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Introduction of First Graders and Presentation of Bibles – Esther Soud Parker 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Fanfare” ................................................................................................ C.S. Lang 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: There is much to do in this world, for the hungry cry to be fed, the homeless to 

be housed. We live in the midst of a world in need of peace and a people in 

need of hope. 

People: There is much to do in our lives. There are commitments to fulfill, jobs to do.  

We must care for our children, our parents, our homes.  The problems of this 

world call for energy and vision.  The demands of our lives call for patience 

and compassion. 

Minister:  In worship we seek God’s vision of hope and wholeness and meet the Spirit 

who gives strength to the weary. 

People: In worship our spirits are renewed by God’s grace and our hearts are made 

wide by God’s love.  Come, let us worship God in this hour that we may live as 

God’s people in the days to come. 

*Hymn 16: “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” ........................................... NETTLETON 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  Let us gather before our God in spirit and in truth to confess our brokenness 

and center ourselves in God’s path for us. 
___________________________________________ 

* If able, please stand. 

No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Prayer of Response:   

Holy One, unnamed by the names I give you, in the silence name me, that I may know 

who I am, hear the truth you have put into me, trust the love you have for me, which 

you call me to live out with my sisters and brothers in your human family.  Amen. 

Pastoral Prayer  

COMMITTING TO CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

*A Litany of Dedication (see insert) 

*Hymn 324: “Your Words to Me Are Life and Health”  .......................... WINCHESTER OLD 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel:  Matthew 14:25-30 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Epistle: Romans 10:5-13 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon: “Redeeming Salvation” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 
Even for many Christians the language of the Bible and Christianity is like a foreign 
language. The problem is not simply unfamiliarity. Many of us have heard Christian 
language since childhood. If we are still part of a church, we continue to hear it in 
biblical readings, sermons, hymns, prayers, liturgies and creeds. We are steeped in it. 
 The problem is that it is often misunderstood. It has acquired meanings that are very 
different from their biblical and ancient meanings. Sometimes the issue is diminishment, 
the reduction of rich and multiple meanings to one particular meaning. Often the issue is 
even more serious, not just diminishment, but distortion and serious misunderstanding. 
      —Marcus Borg 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: The scriptures say, “Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all 

the destitute.  Speak out, judge righteously, defend the rights of the poor and 

needy.” 

People: May the gifts of our time, talents, and money speak the truth in love. 

Receiving Gifts 



Anthem: “King of Glory, King of Peace” ............................................... Harold W. Friedell 
King of glory, King of peace,  

          I will love Thee; 

And that love may never cease,  

          I will move Thee. 

Thou hast granted my request,  

          Thou hast heard me; 

Thou didst note my working breast,      

          Thou hast spared me. 

Wherefore with my utmost art  

          I will sing Thee, 

And the cream of all my heart  

          I will bring Thee. 

Though my sins against me cried,  

          Thou didst clear me; 

And alone, when they replied,  

          Thou didst hear me. 

Seven whole days, not one in seven,  

          I will praise Thee; 

In my heart, though not in heaven,  

          I can raise Thee. 

Small it is, in this poor sort to enroll Thee: 

          E’en eternity’s too short to extol Thee. 

—George Herbert, 1633 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures here below;  

Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, triune, whom we adore.  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 517: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” .................................................. BEECHER 

Benediction 

Congregational Benediction:  Hymn 437, “Go Now in Peace” ........................ GO IN PEACE 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Fanfare” ......................................................................................... Antonio Soler 
 

Prayer of Response written by Ted Loder 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere.



 

A LITANY OF DEDICATION 

 

Leader:   We come this day to dedicate ourselves anew to the 

educational ministry of this church. 

Congregation: We give thanks for faith nurtured and nourished in this 

church. 

Leader:   We give thanks for our teachers, all who love us, all who 

challenge and nurture us, and all who guide us in growing 

and learning; all who themselves are challenged to grow and 

learn; and all who support the teaching ministry of this 

congregation. 

Teachers:  We commit ourselves to this calling.  We invite God’s Spirit 

to equip and energize us for service.  

Leader:   Lord, give our teachers the capacity for discernment and 

wisdom.  May they create communities of shalom within 

their classes. 

Teachers:   We open ourselves to learn from those we teach.  We will 

meditate on God’s word, love generously, dream 

passionately, persevere boldly, and share the stories of the 

faith. 

Congregation: Help us to affirm and support our teachers in educational 

ministry. 

All:  God, we remember our role as lifelong learners and seekers 

of the faith.  Be with all – children, youth, and adults – who 

will participate this year in our Sunday School.  Bless our 

times of study so that we may grow in faith.  Bless our times 

of community so that we may live as your children in this 

covenant community.  Bless our times of prayer and worship 

so that we may be enriched in our spirits and go forth to 

serve all people and creation.  Amen. 


