
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walking by faith,  

crying out by faith,  

kneeling and talking back  

to God by faith, 

what might we see?   
-Mary Hinkle 

  

 
 

 

 

AUGUST 20, 2017 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

AUGUST 20, 2017 

THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Mercy is the deepest quality of God’s love, the most encompassing movement of God’s heart, the 

most stunningly unexpected evidence of God’s generosity, the most enduring commitment of 

God’s sovereignty. Flexible and strong, mercy is capable of bearing sorrow’s weight and of 

supporting every honest effort to build a new life.  – John S. Mogabgab 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Prelude in F Major” .......................................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: Come, let us sing to the Lord; 

People: Let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Minister:  How good it is for those who love God to live in unity. 

People: Let us raise our praise to God with song. 

*Hymn 100: “When Morning Gilds the Skies”............................................ LAUDES DOMINI 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  Who is beyond the realm of God’s love? God’s love embraces all 

the peoples of the earth. But we have set boundaries for love.  We have failed to 

speak for people who have no one to speak for them.  We have not listened to those 

who might change our minds. We have missed chances to see a larger perspective of 

your love.  We have avoided the risk of faith.  We have forgotten to seek your help 

when we needed it most.  Have mercy on us O God and restore us again to your way.  

Amen.  
___________________________________________ 

* If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



Assurance of Pardon 

    People: Thanks be to God. 

People sing: “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” ......................... WELLESLEY (Hymn 73) 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea. 
There’s a kindness in God’s justice, which is more than liberty. 

There’s a welcome for the sinner, and more graces for the good! 

There is mercy with the Savior; there is healing in his blood. 

For the love of God is broader than the measure of our mind; 

and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more simple, we should rest upon God’s word, 

and our lives would be illumined by the presence of the Lord.  

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Epistle: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Matthew 15:10-28 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Reacting and Responding” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 
Surely, in the end, after all our righteous judgments on what is wrong with ourselves, 

each other, and with the world; after we experience injustice intractably resistant to our 

most devoted efforts, leaving us with our thirst unquenched, our mouths dry, and our 

throats sore from protest; surely in the end the gospel calls us to view the whole of 

creation, and each other, with the eyes of mercy, and to love it anyway, with a mercying 

heart.       – Elaine M. Prevallet 

Hymn 487: “Help Us Accept Each Other” ...................................................... ACCEPTANCE 



OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: The scriptures say, “Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all 

the destitute.  Speak out, judge righteously, defend the rights of the poor and 

needy.” 

People: May the gifts of our time, talents, and money speak the truth in love. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “Praise the Lord” ............................................................ George Frederick Handel 

Praise the Lord.  Let songs of joy break forth.  Sing alleluia.  Praise His name 

forevermore.  Shout, sing, and dance; come dance and celebrate.  Rejoice; let all 

now praise His name.  (Hal H. Hopson) 

*Doxology ..................................................................................................... TALLIS’ CANON 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 687: “In Christ There Is No East or West” ................................................. ST. PETER 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Fugue in F Major” ........................................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

   

http://www.wattsstreet.org/

