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Welcome Sunday Is August 27 
This year we celebrate Welcome Sunday and Christian 
Education Sunday on August 27.  Children and youth are 
promoted to new classes.  In worship we welcome first 
graders.  Following worship, we enjoy conversation at 
the final Eat Dessert First of the summer, offered by our 
deacons.  We hope you’ll stay around a while to make 
new friends and spend time with old friends. 

Make a Difference – Boost Your 
Leadership Skills! 
Leadership isn’t the private reserve of a few charismatic 
men and women.  It’s a process ordinary people use 
when they’re bringing forth the best from themselves and 
others.  Liberate the leader in everyone and 
extraordinary things happen. – James Kouzes 

Each of us is given the power to lead and to be a positive 
influence in the life of our church community and at 
work.  Join us on Saturday, August 26, as Tim Parker 
facilitates a workshop on effective, transformative 
leadership.  Tim, a WS member, has a Master of Science 
degree in Business Administration and a Doctor of 
Business Administration with a focus in Organizational 
Leadership.  In addition, he has lots of organizational 
leadership and teaching experience.  Tim is generous to 
offer his experience and knowledge for this workshop. 

We’ll explore theories and behaviors of effective 
leadership, five critical questions every organization 
needs to ask, and practical methods of running an 
effective meeting.  This program is open to everyone –

no position, title or experience required!  Lunch is 
provided.  To register or get more information, contact 
Diane Eubanks Hill (diane@wattsstreet.org, 919-688-
1366).  Registration deadline:  August 20. 

Youth-led Service of Thanksgiving 
Sunday, August 13, 11:00 a.m. 
(Youth meet in the sanctuary at 9:00 a.m.) 
Through songs, readings, prayers, and reflections, the 
Watts Street youth will offer thanks to God and share 
with the church family about their experiences at the 
PASSPORT youth missions camp in Greenville, SC, the 
senior high Hurricane Matthew Relief Trip in Warsaw, 
NC, and service-learning projects right here in Durham.  
Thanks be to God for opportunities to live out a Micah 
6:8 faith where we seek to “DO justice.  LOVE 
kindness.  And WALK humbly with our God”.  

Confetti Bean Soup Mission Project  
On August 30, after the Wednesday night supper, all 
ages are invited to put together packages of beans, pasta, 
and spices for Urban Ministries’ clients (When cooked 
each package serves four people).  It takes lots of hands, 
not only to make soup packages, but also to contribute 
dried beans (navy beans, green split peas, yellow split 
peas, black beans, kidney beans, lentils, pinto beans, 
black-eyed peas, and barley) and pasta (small elbow 
macaroni).  Request all donations of dried beans and 
pasta be placed in the Fellowship Hall box labeled 
“Confetti Soup” by August 20.  Contact Esther for 
additional information.   

Behold!  A New Thing on Wednesday Nights! 
Weekly Wednesday nights at Watts Street resume August 30 at 5:30 p.m., but you may not recognize these events.  
We’re designing some changes to Wednesday nights this fall, working on a few fronts to help this night be one of 
respite, nourishment and connection in the midst of often busy weeks for everyone.  The basic schedule of supper, 
Youth Service Learning and choirs will remain the same, but in and around those things we’re putting in place some 
elements to bring a centering and calming space for this midweek meeting.  We’ll have the full details in the 
September WattsLine so be on the lookout!  We look forward to welcoming you back.  

The schedule is unique on the first night, August 30, when we all gather after supper for a Confetti Soup mission 
project. 

Please make reservations in the Friendship Register by the Sunday prior, or by contacting the church office by 
Monday before noon. 

September Wednesday night details will be provided in the September WattsLine. 

For the Living of These Days:  A New Wednesday Night Program for Adults 
This fall on Wednesday nights from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m., Dorisanne Cooper will lead us in a time of respite and 
renewal, encouragement and support.  Part conversation, part time for reflection, all designed to help us as 
individuals and community in these complicated times that can take a deep toll on our spirits and energy.  More 
details will be in the September WattsLine, but consider making this time a part of your routine this Fall.  

mailto:diane@wattsstreet.org
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Out and About  
Out and About is at Film Festival on August 12.  Plan 
to join WSBC's LGBTQ members and their friends at 
the NC Gay and Lesbian Film Festival to view and 
discuss The Death And Life Of Marsha P. Johnson, 
the story of one of the drag queens who led the 
rebellion at Stonewall and gay liberation.  The film is at 
7:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 12, at the Carolina 
Theatre.  After the show, we'll get a light supper 
downtown.  You may want to pick up tickets before the 
festival begins in August. 

Racial Equity Institute's Groundwater 
Presentation 
Saturday, August 12, learn about the impact of systemic 
and institutional racism on education, healthcare, and 
criminal justice.  DCIA and other community 
organizations sponsor this program at CityWell United 
Methodist Church, 2317 Chapel Hill Rd, 27707.  Check
-in for participants and for childcare begins at 8:30 
a.m.; presentation is from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
Coffee, tea, and snacks will be served!  Suggested 
contribution of $10 for each participant, if able.  
Register at bit.ly/REIGroundwater. 

August 13 Minute for Mission 
Church World Service Durham is our August Minute 
for Mission partner.  CWS Durham connects newly 
arrived immigrants and refugees with resources and 
services to meet their immediate needs and assist them 
with gaining the skills and tools needed for long-term 
self-sufficiency.  The staff provides case management 
services, immigration legal services, English classes, 
and assistance with employment.  On August 13, Ellen 
Andrews, the director of CWS Durham, will share with 
us how to get involved and support their goal of 
welcoming refugees and immigrants from around the 
world into lives of freedom, hope, and opportunity in 
the Triangle.  Learn more at cwsrdu.org.  

August Potluck Game Night 
We have one more Potluck Game Night this summer - 
one more time to test your skills at Mexican Train or 
Uno and share a meal with your WS friends - on August 
16.  Bring a dish or two to share, and your favorite 
board game.  Others will be provided.  In past years, 
parents of young children have enjoyed using this time 
to visit on the playground.  Thanks, once again, to Dick 
and Barbara Rumer for coordinating! 

Open Mic Music Night at Watts Street – 
August 19  
Enjoy time with your WS friends as we celebrate the 
musical talent among us!  Everyone is welcome to this 
event sponsored by Adult Ed and Ron’s Band on 

Saturday, August 19, 5:30 – 7:00 p.m.  Ron’s Band will 
be on hand to accompany performers, if requested.  A 
hot dog supper precedes the music, beginning at 5:00 
p.m.  Performers register by contacting Daryll Powell 
(dpowell7@nc.rr.com, 919-383-1011).  Make supper 
reservations in the August Friendship Register or by 
contacting the Church Office. 

Young Adult Ministry 
College students and young adults, we’d love to help 
you make connections at Watts Street!  Join us for 
lunch on Sunday, August 27 at 12:15 p.m. at Cosmic 
Cantina.  For details on upcoming events, visit 
www.wattsstreet.org or contact Blanche Williams 
(blanche.williams50@gmail.com) or Kelly Sasser 
(kelly@wattsstreet.org). 

August Mission Baskets  
Mission Baskets for July & August support Families 
Moving Forward which provides a stable, safe and 
loving environment during temporary homelessness.  
Please donate the following:  paper goods and toiletries, 
including paper towels, diapers, razors, shampoo (not 
travel size), soap, detergent, new twin or full-size 
sheets, new single bed comforters, towel sets, car seats 
and laundry baskets.  Mission Baskets are in the side 
foyer and fellowship hall.  

Financial Update from Church Council 
 

Last October we approved a balanced budget for 2017, 
with a budgeted difference between expenses and 
revenues of only $3627.  As of June 30th, both our 
revenues and expenses are behind where we budgeted 
them to be.  While we have a net surplus for the year of 
$26,319, this is due primarily to delaying payments of 
about $30,000 to mission partners. 

The Treasurers carefully manage cash flows and 
prepaid pledges to ensure that we don't overspend 
projected revenue for the year.  Pledged giving is on 
track at almost 50% of the budget goal at the mid-year 
point.  During the budget process, we increased our 
unpledged giving budget to match recent trends, but it 
is behind budget by $15,000 through June. 

As we come out of the summer months, remember to 
stay current with giving to help us send payments to 
mission partners in a timely manner.  Thank you for 
your gifts that enable us to do everything that creates an 
active community at WSBC. 

News Briefs 

 actual 2017 budget 2017 difference 

revenues $415,633 $436,600 $(20,967) 

expenses $389,314 $438,414 $(49,099) 

net $26,319 $(1,814)  

http://www.carolinatheatre.org/films/death-and-life-marsha-p-johnson
http://bit.ly/REIGroundwater
http://cwsrdu.org/
mailto:dpowell7@nc.rr.com
http://www.wattsstreet.org
mailto:blanche.williams50@gmail.com
mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
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Tuesday, August 1 
 7:00 p.m. Building & Grounds Committee 
Wednesday, August 2 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee: Switch 
Friday, August 4 
 11:00 a.m. Youth Service/Learning: Reality Ministries 
Saturday, August 5 
 9:00 a.m. Children’s Education Ministry Committee at 

Esther Soud Parker’s home 
Sunday, August 6 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Amy Armstrong preaching 
 2:30 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Group at Patty & Michael Arges’ home 
Monday, August 7 
 7:00 p.m. Adult Education Ministry Committee at Diane 

Eubanks Hill’s home 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, August 8 
 4:00 p.m. Watts Street Garden Club 
 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee 
Wednesday, August 9 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 6:30 p.m. Preparation for Youth-Led Worship 
 7:00 p.m. Reality Ministries Mission Group 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, August 10 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
 7:00 p.m. IT Committee 
Friday, August 11 
 1:00 p.m. Bereavement Team Leader Meeting 
Saturday, August 12 
 2:00 p.m. Bill Upchurch’s Memorial Service 
 7:00 p.m. Out & About at Film Festival 
Sunday, August 13 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Youth-Led Worship 
 12:15 p.m. Worship and Music Committee 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Group at Durham Bulls Game 
 5:00 p.m. All Church Night at the Durham Bulls 
Monday, August 14 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning  
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Personnel Committee 

 7:00 p.m. Youth Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, August 15 
 7:00 p.m. Deacons 
Wednesday, August 16 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Potluck Game Night 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, August 17 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Service/Learning at Urban Ministries 
Saturday, August 19 
 9:00 a.m. Church Council Training 
 5:00 p.m. Hot Dog Supper & Open Mic 
Sunday, August 20  
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 5:00 p.m. Welcome Sixth Graders Party 
Monday, August 21 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning  
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Treasurers Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Peace & Reconciliation Mission Group 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, August 22 
 7:00 p.m. Church Council 
Wednesday, August 23 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, August 24 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
Saturday, August 26 
 9:00 a.m. Leadership Retreat 
Sunday, August 27 – Welcome Sunday 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 12:00 p.m. Eat Dessert First 
 12:15 p.m. Young Adults—Lunch at Cosmic Cantina 
 5:00 p.m. Youth and Parents Potluck and Fall Kick-Off 
Monday, August 28 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning  
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Wednesday, August 30 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Supper and Confetti Soup Mission Project 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Calendar 

August Worship 
Sunday, August 6  Amy Armstrong preaching 

Sunday, August 13 Youth Sunday 

Sunday, August 20 Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

Sunday, August 27 Welcome Sunday, Dorisanne   
      Cooper preaching 

Chancel Choir Returns 
The Chancel Choir invites you to join them this fall.  
Rehearsals resume Wednesday, August 9, 7:00 p.m, and 

the choir returns to Sunday mornings on August 20.  
Please contact Melody Zentner 
(mjzent1955@gmail.com) for more information. 

Mark Your October Calendars 
• Saturday, October 7, 3:30 p.m. – Annual WSBC 

Picnic at the Lutz’ farm 

• Sunday, October 15 - Church Meeting following 
worship 

 

mailto:mjzent1955@gmail.com
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Reminder:  Visitation Ministry 
Conversation 
If you are considering participating in our visitation 
ministry with those who are homebound or in nursing 
homes, or if you already take part in this ministry, 
please join the informal conversation on Sunday, July 
30 following worship.  People of all ages, including 
families with children, are encouraged to participate.  
Visits will be made at your own pace.  A snack lunch 
will be provided in the fellowship hall.  Please see 
Diane Eubanks Hill with questions.   

Noon Book Club 
The Noon Book Club resumes meeting on September 
19, and continues on the third Tuesday of each month in 
room 104-A.  Emily McCoy (919-489-0483, 
emmccoy@nc.rr.com) serves as coordinator.  Drop-ins 
are always welcome to this lively conversation!  The 
book for September is Lovie: The Story of a Southern 
Midwife and an Unlikely Friendship by Lisa Yarger, a 
documentary published in association with the Center 
for Documentary Studies at Duke University)  

Ongoing ‘Drop-in’ Groups for Adults 
Several ongoing groups are offered for Watts Street 
adults.  You may drop in on any of these groups at any 
time. 

• Men’s Breakfast gathers on Thursdays, August 10 
and 24, 7:15 a.m., Elmo’s Diner.  See Dick Chorley 
(rchorley@nc.rr.com, 919-286-1645) with questions. 

• The Art of Aging Gracefully, an ongoing 
conversation about the gifts and challenges of aging, 
gathers Thursdays, August 10 and 24, 10:30 a.m., 
room 104-A.  Participants have opportunity to tell 
their stories and to hear the stories of others.  David 
May (919-493-2289) serves as coordinator. 

• Movie Matinees:  First Wednesday Movie Matinees 
continue, offered by the Senior Adult Coordinating 
Council and open to all, in room 102 at 1:00 p.m.  
Enjoy the movie, along with popcorn and soda, as 
well as time with your friends!  On August 2, we 
enjoy Switch, a 1991 comedy. 

 

Adult Ministry News 

Sunday Ministry Volunteers 
August 6 
Greeters: Emily Joiner, Rebeca Olmedo 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig,  

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Dawn Eberhard, Shanessa Pride, Barbara Rumer, 

Open 
Toddlers: Georgia Chotas, Ashlee Crews, Karen Barber 
Preschool II: Open, Open, Emma Hitchings 
Preschool III: Maggie Chotas, Judi Powell, Nick Chotas 
Lock up: Worth Lutz III 
Sound System: Logan Wilkins 
August 13 
Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Juliana Caldwell 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig, 

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Kacey Reynolds Schedler, Ginny 

Wiggins 
Toddlers: Brian or Jenny Barrier, Emily Joiner, Kate Patillo 
Preschool II: Billy Price, Max Husack, Open 
Preschool III: Scott Job, Ted McDaniel, Philip Patillo 
Lock up: Alan Williams 
Sound System: Evelyn Ritz 

August 20 
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Maggie Chotas, Joe Gary, 

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Amy Armstrong 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, John Rublein, Tina Ward, 

Aria Oliver 
Toddlers: Wanda Burton-Crutchfield, Open,  

Evelyn Ritz 
Preschool II: Brian Crews, Joy Turner, Joe Heflin 
Preschool III: Emily McCoy, Elizabeth Sasser, Henry Mitchell 
Lock up: Tim Cline 
Sound System: Eva Irmy 
August 27 
Greeters: David Goodman, Lisa & David Rhoades 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Robb Damman, Bob Hellwig,  

Steve Ross, Ann Stickel 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Anne Claire Broughton, Shanessa Pride, Amy Sauls, 

Emily Holloway 
Toddlers: Anne Drennan, Kristi Giemza, Hannah Sauls 
Preschool II: Matt Hanchey, Allyn Meredith, Sarah Hanchey 
Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Open, Richie Freeman 
Lock up: Mack Wilkins 
Sound System: David Tatum 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We invite you to celebrate WS seniors 
Who have achieved the age of 90 or beyond! 

Jewell; Simpson, whose birthday is August 16.   
Her address is 2512 Wilbon Street, 27704. 

Birthday  

Wishes 

mailto:emmccoy@nc.rr.com
file:///C:/Users/Sherrill/OneDrive%20-%20Watts%20Street%20Baptist%20Church/Mary/WattsLine%20Articles/2016/rchorley@nc.rr.com
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PASSPORTkids Summer Camp 
We had a wonderful week at camp exploring the theme  
Do. Love. Walk. from Micah 6:8.  Worship, Bible study, 
and a mission focus guided us to consider ways to 
respond to injustice with compassion and action.  
Through a scavenger hunt we explored the Malawi night 
market and learned about the people, culture, and water 
crisis in Malawi.  We enjoyed swimming, outdoor 
games, crafts, dance, and more!  It was great fun to be 
with our church friends and to make new friends.  We are 
especially grateful to our chaperones Olivia Arges, Tate 
Arges, and Mary Elizabeth Hanchey for their leadership, 
patience, and love for our children.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Graders Bibles and Worship 
Classes 
On August 27 all first graders will be introduced during 
the worship service and receive a new Bible from the 
church.  We look forward to welcoming these children 
into the worship service.  Remember, it’s okay if they 
wiggle and ask questions during worship.  We can learn 
from young children as they experience the awe and 
wonder of worship.     
The First Graders Worship Preparation class begins 
September 10 and continues through October 15. 

Children leave worship with the preschoolers and meet in 
the library to learn how and why we worship God.  We’ll 
explore the church year, communion, baptism, prayer, 
hymns, scripture, offering, and more.  Please encourage 
your child to attend each Sunday to gain a better 
understanding of worship.  See Esther for more 
information.     

Sunday School Teachers 
There are several teacher openings for our new Sunday 
School year, beginning August 27.  Please consider 
joining us in this important ministry to our children.  
Each age group has a teaching team which allows you to 
share the commitment with three other teachers, rotating 
Sundays throughout the year.  If you are interested in 
teaching Children’s Sunday School in the 2017/2018 
church year, please contact Elizabeth Sasser or Esther 
Soud Parker.   

Second Hour Ministry  
What a wonderful opportunity to get to know our young 
families by caring for their children during worship.  
Each week children, age nursery to kindergartners, are 
nurtured and loved in Second Hour Ministry.  It takes at 
least 32 volunteers a month to make this happen.  Would 
you consider joining our team of dedicated caregivers?  
Contact Esther to volunteer.  

Children’s Fall Retreat 
September 15-17; Camp Willow Run, Littleton, NC  
Children in 3rd – 5th grades are invited to a weekend at 
Lake Gaston to explore Bible stories, participate in 
worship, create fun crafts, play games, swim, fish, canoe, 
gaga ball, etc.  We even sleep in train cars!  
Registrations are due August 1.   Please contact Esther 
to reserve your child’s spot for this fun retreat!    

Save the Date 
August 27    First Graders Receive Bibles  
Sept. 10- Oct. 15  First Graders Worship Class 
Sept. 15-17  Fall Retreat - Camp Willow Run 
October 22   Children’s Sabbath  
November 11  CBFNC Children’s Mission Day  

Children’s Ministry News 

New Kids’ Books in the Library 
Check out these (and more) new children’s books in 
the WSBC library: 

“Sarah, Plain and Tall” by Patricia MacLachlan 
“The Little Prince,” by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry 
“Duffy and the Devil,” by Have and Margot 

Zemach 
“Dream-of-Jade: The Emperor’s Cat,” by Lloyd 

Alexander 
“A Calendar of Festivals,” by Cherry Gilchrist 
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Home from 2017 Summer Mission 
Experiences! 
It’s been a busy, exciting, and challenging few weeks!  
The week of June 25-30, a team of senior high and adults 
from Watts Street spent the week in Warsaw, NC, 
assisting with Hurricane Matthew Recovery.  We worked 
hard, got really dirty/dusty/sweaty, learned some new 
skills, and completed what we set out to do (which 
included building a handicap ramp for one home and 
replacing dry wall and sanding/painting at least 10 rooms/
closets at another home).  We connected with a sweet 
family that has experienced significant hardship…and 
hopefully, offered them some encouragement.  We also 
met some extremely generous and inspirational people…
and ate A LOT of good country cooking!  It was 
especially meaningful to reflect on themes of servant-
hood, humility, simplicity, good work, gratitude, and 
finding beauty in the most unexpected places.  Very 
special thanks to our adults who provided leadership, 
attentiveness, patience, and commitment to a job well 
done: Steve Booth, Worth Lutz, Jason Mathes, Margaret 
Mathes, Amy Sauls, and Mac Wilkins. 

The week of July 10-15, our youth participated in the 
PASSPORT Youth Missions Camp at Furman University 
in Greenville, SC.  We enjoyed excellent food at Furman, 
made lots of new friends, and learned a lot at our Bible 
Studies and Mission Sites.  We were especially proud of 
our sixth graders and other first timers for the way they 
jumped into the camp experience and brought joy and 
energy to the group.  And thanks to our older youth for 
making room at the table for and taking care of our young 
youth.  Beautiful!  The week was also full of plenty of 
challenges which have provided lots of opportunities for 
reflection and growth.  More on that at the Youth-led 
Service of Thanksgiving on August 13!  Very special 
thanks to our adults who drove, navigated, chaperoned, 
counseled, loved, and encouraged us throughout the 
week: Maggie Chotas, Clark Godfrey, Karin Oliver, 
Ginny Wiggins, and Mac Wilkins.   

Summer 2017 World Tour Continues… 
On Sunday nights during the summer, we meet from 5:00 
to 7:00 p.m. in a different home with a light supper 
included.  Special thanks to our hosts!  (Check your 
“Watts Happening!” email each week for driving 
directions.) 

• July 30 – No Youth Group 

• August 6 – Michael and Patty Arges (pool party!) 

• August 13 – Jere and Janie Judd (Bulls game) 

• August 20 – Welcome Sixth Graders Party (WSBC) 

• August 27 – Youth and Parents Potluck and Fall Kick
-Off (WSBC) 

August Service/Learning Opportunities 
• Friday, August 4 – Reality Ministries.  We’re 

providing lunch for Reality’s Daytime group that 
meets on Fridays at WSBC.  We’ll meet at church at 
11:00 am and conclude by 1:30 p.m.   

• Wednesday, August 9 – Preparation for Youth-led 
Worship.  We’ll gather from 6:30-8:00 p.m.  in the 
sanctuary to work on songs, readings, prayers, and 
reflections for the service on August 13.    

• Thursday, August 17 - Urban Ministries.  Urban 
Ministries serves the emergency needs of Durham’s 
people.  Among their ministries is the Community 
Kitchen where 450-500 meals are served each 
day.  We’ll meet at the church at 5:30 p.m. and return 
by 8:00 p.m.  We can only take five or six youth.  If 
you can help, sign up with Kelly. 

Youth to Durham Bulls Game 
Thanks to our good friends, Jere and Janie Judd, we have 
tickets to the Durham Bulls game on Sunday, August 13.  
We’ll meet at the front gate at 5:00 p.m. and conclude by 
7:30 p.m.  If you’d like a ticket, sign up with Kelly...it’s 
first come, first serve!  And if you see Jere and Janie, be 
sure to tell them, THANK YOU!!! 

Youth and Parents Potluck and  
Fall Kick-Off 
Sunday, August 27, from 5:00-7:00 p.m. in the fellowship 
hall.  Bring a covered dish and let’s kick off the 
upcoming year of youth ministry at WSBC! 
 

Youth Ministry News 

Welcome Sixth Graders! 
We’re looking forward to getting to know you and 
hope you’ll jump right in to the WSBC Youth 
Ministry! 

Sixth Graders Night Out: Wednesday, August 16.  
Meet at El Rodeo (Brightleaf Square) at 5:30 p.m. and 
we’ll conclude at 6:30 p.m.  This will be your chance 
to ask questions about Sunday Night Youth 
Fellowships, Youth Sunday School, Youth Retreats 
and Camps, etc.  You’ll need to bring $ for supper (and 
tip!). 

Welcome Sixth Graders Party at Sunday Night 
Youth Fellowship, August 20, from 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
with pizza supper.  Come get to know the youth group 
and get ready for tons of fun! 

Presentation of Student Bibles to Sixth Graders: 
Sunday, September 10, during the morning worship 
service. 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH   --   “Every Member a Minister” 
CHURCH STAFF 

Sue Alexander Assistant Secretary 
Tom Bloom Organist 
Dorisanne Cooper Senior Minister 
Sherrill Figuera  Office Manager 
Mary Elizabeth Hanchey Interim Director of Children’s Music Ministries 
Diane Eubanks Hill Minister with Adults 
Esther Soud Parker Minister with Children and Their Families 
Kelly Sasser Minister with Youth and Their Families 
Bobby Sturdivant Custodian 
Melody Zentner Director of Music Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church 

800 Watts Street 

Durham, NC  27701 

Phone: 919-688-1366 

Fax: 919-688-7255 

E-mail:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

WattsLine:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

Website:  www.wattsstreet.org 
NEXT WattsLine SEPTEMBER 

ARTICLES DUE BY AUGUST 15 

“Would you rather…?” 

Last week, my daughter came home from camp and asked me the age-old question: “Would you rather have the power to fly or 
to become invisible?”  Fun game, right?  Well, as I thought about my response, I remember being hit with the sensation, “Ugh, 
not another decision to make!”     

Sometimes, making decisions can be overwhelming.  We can be paralyzed by having so many options.  We can list pros and 
cons but still not come up with a definitive answer.  Sometimes, we just want decisions to be made for us. 

Recently, I attended a reunion at Camp Caraway, where I worked on the summer staff nearly 30 years ago.  While it was fun to 
catch up with old friends, it was a little disorienting to see all the changes at this place that had been “holy ground” for me.  
New buildings, new recreational attractions.  Rustic cabins had been renovated and now had (gasp) air-condition!  Even the 
camp programming and staff responsibilities had changed.  The camp director, who knew what camp was like “back in the 
day”, explained why the camp had gone through so many changes.  Times have changed and the particular needs of churches 
and families have changed, so the camp made some hard decisions and adapted in order to continue its ministry.  

In a similar way, many of us are sensing that Watts Street is on the cusp of something new.  Our congregation has an incredible 
history.  We are so proud of our heritage of taking a stand during the Civil Rights Movement, ordaining the first woman in the 
Southern Baptist Convention, launching the Durham chapter of Habitat for Humanity and One World Market and dozens of 
other Mission Groups and Mission Partnerships, becoming a Welcoming and Affirming Congregation, establishing a covenant 
relationship with Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel in El Salvador, and so on and so on!   

But what about now?  What is God calling us to do or be today?  In what ways might we need to adapt to meet the changing 
needs of our congregation, our neighbors, and our physical space?  As you know, our three Planning Process teams have been 
hard at work on these very questions.  And this fall, we will have more opportunities to participate in the congregational 
Planning Process.  In addition, we will also be invited to participate in an important discernment exercise about our relationship 
with our denominational partners.       

Making decisions is hard work.  It requires energy and engagement.  It may be tempting to let someone else in the church do 
this work.  But as the old church sign says, “What’s missing in ch--ch?  U R!”  My charge to you is this: pray for us and 
participate with us as much as you can.  We will be stronger for it.  God may very well speak through you in a way that offers 
us significant guidance.  And through your participation, you may discover a deeper engagement with God and this community 
of faith. 

Many times, we avoid making plans and then we move through life choosing the path of least resistance rather than making a 
sacrifice in order to thrive.  In these situations, what God really wants for us never makes it onto our wish list.  In these 
situations, God’s vision is often beyond our imagination. 

But when we gather together in the presence of God’s Light, we catch a glimpse of what God has in mind for us: love, hope, 
community, purpose, and life abundant.  I hope you will join us in seeking God’s Light and direction for this congregation on 
the corner of Watts and Urban!   

“For I know the plans I have for you”, declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you a future 
with hope.  Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you.  When you search for me, you will find me; 
if you seek me with all your heart…” Jeremiah 29:11-13         

                        from Kelly Sasser 

Join the WSBC Driving Team for Meals on Wheels of Durham 
During Minute for Mission on Sunday, July 9, Gale Adland of Meals on Wheels of Durham invited our church to take responsibility 
for one of their routes.  Meals on Wheels delivers meals to over 500 Durham County residents each weekday, providing not only a hot 
meal but also social interaction.  This enhances the residents' quality of life and helps to keep them in their homes and out of the 
hospital.  There is currently a wait list of residents who need this service.  We have a few WSBC volunteer drivers, but we need more.  
Our goal is for each volunteer to drive approximately once a month, with an average 2-hour time commitment.  Currently, Anne 
Drennan and Ann Stickel are drivers from WSBC.  Please feel free to ask Anne or Ann any questions you have about logistics of 
driving.  Amy Sauls is coordinating our volunteer driver efforts.  Please let Amy know that you will take that step forward and try out 

this opportunity.  Amy can best be reached at jchsa@aol.com or 919-451-9105. 
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