
 

 

 

 

There is always that possibility, you know—that God 
decided to hide the kingdom of heaven not in any of the 
extraordinary places that treasure hunters would be sure 
to check, but in the last place that any of us would think 
to look, namely in the ordinary circumstances of our 
everyday lives: like a silver spoon in the drawer with the 
stainless, like a diamond necklace on the bureau with the 
rhinestones; the extraordinary hidden in the ordinary, 
the kingdom of heaven all mixed in with the humdrum 
and ho-hum of our days, as easy to find as an amaryllis 
bulb in the dark basement that suddenly sends forth a 
shoot, or a child’s smile when she awakes from sleep, or 
the first thunderstorm after a long drought—all of them 
signs of the kingdom of heaven, clues to all the holiness 
hidden in the dullest of our days. 

      —Barbara Brown Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 

JULY 30, 2017 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

JULY 30, 2017 

THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “O Quench Us with Thy Goodness” (Cantata 22) ............. Johann Sebastian Bach 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   In the community gathered in Christ’s name, 

People:   Your kingdom come. 

Minister:   In the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts, 

People:   Your kingdom come. 

Minister:   In our worship of the God who reigns in heaven and earth, 

People:   Your kingdom come. 

*Hymn 718: “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” .......................... ST. GEORGE’S WINDSOR 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister: Let us lift our hearts and minds to God.  We begin our prayers in silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  God of life, hear our prayer.  Forgive us when we follow those 

paths that do not lead to life, but to violence, hate, fear, dread, and death.  Forgive us 

when we forget that you offer us life that is abundant and eternal, life that began at 

the creation of all things.  Forgive us, turn us to the right path, and let your love and 

grace flow over us and the world.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

___________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand. 

No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-49a 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Weeds, Yeast, Thieves, and Merchants” – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

The kingdom of God is not far from you.  

God’s kingdom is within your heart.  

Seek it, and you will find it.  — Oscar Romero 

Hymn 638: “In the Bulb There Is a Flower”........................................................... PROMISE 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   Freely God has given gracious gifts to us. 

People:    Freely let us give, that others may know God’s grace. 

Receiving Gifts 

Solo: “Deep River” ..................................................................................... arr. Mark Hayes 

*Doxology ..................................................................................................... TALLIS’ CANON 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 489: “Bless Now, O God, the Journey” ............................ BRED DINA VIDA VINGAR 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Deep River” .......................................................................................David Hurd 

 



 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

CHURCH STAFF:  Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Interim Director of Children’s 

Music Ministries; Diane Eubanks Hill, Minister with Adults; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with 

Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, 

Custodian; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 

   

 


