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great stories of accomplishments, fellowship, 

and working together as a family of God. 

 Once again, Watts Street on Mission was a 

dynamic, multi-generational, congregation-wide, 

hands-on day of service, reaching out to the 

community and employing the spiritual gifts of 

our congregation.  Workers ranged in age from a 

less-than-one-year-old to the more “mature” of 

the church family.  Most projects included 

children and depended on the youth for energy 

and endurance.  What better way for children 

and youth, and indeed all of us, to learn about 

giving and giving back, using the gifts God gave 

us to make our community a better place.  

Several groups are already planning for next 

year! 

  

 

 Over 100 Watts Streeters gathered on the 

sidewalk outside the big red doors at 8:00 a.m. 

on Saturday, May 20, to celebrate Watts Street 

on Mission once again.  Our pastor, Dorisanne 

Cooper, offered a blessing on our day and led a 

brief meditation about the wonder of our bodies 

and all they can do from our feet and legs all the 

way up to hearts and brains and eyes and ears.  

While being mindful of the big picture of long-

term engagement, we are blessed to use our 

whole selves to make a difference where we are.   

  It was with great excitement and energy that 

nine groups set forth to work in and for the 

community.  As they returned at noon to share 

lunch in the Fellowship Hall, they also shared 

Extra! Extra! Read All About It!  

Watts Street on Mission: Love in Action! 
 

 
 

 

Thanks to those who worked the mission projects and to the 

planning/support team.  Many hands make good work! 
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Ellerbe Creek Cleanup 
 
 This group of seventeen - seven adults and 

ten children and youth - led by Scott Job, 

worked to cleanup Goose Creek, a tributary of 

Ellerbe Creek, not too far from WSBC.  The 

group learned anew that we are all connected 

by water.  It was overwhelming how much 

trash there was – lots of plastic bags and food 

wrappers.  But the group made a difference in 

a short time and were inspired to pray for the 

protection of our natural resources and the 

plants, animals and ecosystems that benefit 

from a trash-free environment. 
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 Esther Soud Parker led an energetic group of six children (even a Boy Scout!) and six adults -  

and a few more in-and-outers - as they assembled 100 Blessing Bags for the homeless and 100 

Kindergarten Kits for underprivileged children.  They also made 5 baby blankets to welcome new 

babies.  And cards – 11 for our friends in El Salvador and 27 for the homebound and those on the 

prayer list.  The children learned how to work as a team and welcome new friends.  They also learned 

love and concern for the homebound and for families.  This was a great experience in fellowship! 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship Hall Projects 
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parking lot to carpool to Meals on Wheels to assemble and pack meals.  The next event is June 27.  More 

people are needed to participate and all ages are welcome!    

Sandwiches for  

Meals on Wheels! 
 

 This group, led by Bob Kruhm, 

consisted of eight adults and two strong 

boys.  Together they made and 

packaged 100 turkey sandwiches and 

214 PB&J sandwiches to be frozen and 

delivered to Meals on Wheels for 

emergency meals.  And every package 

included a knock-knock joke! 

 Knock, knock! 

 Who’s there? 

 Orange. 

 Orange who? 

 Orange you glad to see me? 

A group of Watts Streeters gathers four 

times each year in the Urban Avenue  
 

Visits with the Homebound 
 

 Diane Hill and Melody Zentner led a 

group of eleven – including a very special 

little boy – as they visited WSBC 

homebound members and others at 

Croasdaile Village.  They sang to a group in 

the common area of the Pavilion and visited 

six others in their apartments.  Ginny 

Chorley related, “As we sang to WSBC 

members, others who heard us joined in, 

often singing along and dancing … One of 

the women who heard us singing and then 

danced to the music told us she was from 

Taiwan. She said there is no one there who 

can speak Chinese with her.”  One of the 

Watts Street group knows someone she 

might be able to connect with this woman so 

she can speak her native language again.   
 
What a blessing that would be!  This group clearly realized the need to visit people living at Croasdaile 

Village and similar facilities more often.  Taking bud vases made from the sanctuary flowers to the 

homebound or sending cards is indeed a valuable ministry.  Singing and dancing makes it extra special. 
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 A group of eight adults and five 

children and youth, led by 

Elizabeth Sasser and Michelle Old, 

packaged 11,625 diapers for 232 

babies!  Sizes 3 and 4 were 

wrapped in groups of 25 to be 

distributed to families through 

nonprofit partners in the 

community.  The project team also 

learned a lot about diaper needs in 

the community and the state, 

including that most people 

receiving diapers are working 1 to 

3 jobs and diapers are not covered 

by WIC or food stamps.  It would 

be great if a group from Watts 

Street could sponsor a diaper 

distribution day for the outreach to 

military families in Fayetteville that 

is just getting off the ground.   

Prison Ministry Banner Project 
 
 This group of eight adults 

and two youth, led by Karin 

Oliver and Debra Freeman, 

worked to design and make an 

advent backdrop banner for 

the Hope Center at the NC 

Correctional Institute for 

Women.  They also made 

bookmarks with inspirational 

messages for the women to 

color and/or use in their 

Bibles.  Karin noted that “We 

found it fun to see how the 

different gifts, stories, 

laughter and insight knitted us 

together during the project.”  

And the next project is 

already in the planning!  

Others are invited to join the 

fun! 
 

 
 

 

 

Diaper Bank – 11,625 Diapers Packed! 
 

 

Our team was comprised of all ages, and it was great to see our young people  

so focused on working together and helping others. 
 



‘ 
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 A group of six WS adults and two WS 

youth joined with two staff members and two 

participants from Reality Ministries – all led by 

Cari Furiness -  to make candles to distribute 

and sell.  The process included cleaning jars, 

melting and pouring wax, positioning wicks, 

and packaging the finished products for sale.  

According to Grey Lehman, “We had a 

wonderful time working on a unique and 

beautiful project with a diverse group of skill 

sets… Gaining insight on various talents of 

fellow church members to benefit Reality 

Ministries’ work was a great way to spend our 

Saturday morning… Working with these great 

people at various developmental states is such a 

wonderful way to learn and make connections.  

We all thoroughly enjoyed our time.”  There are 

many ways to support and collaborate with 

Reality Ministries.  Cari has a list! 

 

 

quarterly hosting rotation, or giving generously to the July/August Mission Baskets as they collect donations 

for the “store.”  FMF also holds regular fundraisers; watch for details in future editions of the Compassion in 

Action Newsletter. 

 This group of four adults and two youth, 

led by Stuart Wells, organized donated items 

in the Families Moving Forward “store,” that 

provides residents with personal care items 

and household items they will need as they 

move into a home of their own.  The group 

also did clean-up, moving discarded furniture 

to the curbside for pickup.  They discovered a 

great need for regular maintenance at the 

FMF facility as it serves more than twenty 

families at any given time.  Opportunities for 

ongoing support of FMF are many, including 

being a Study Buddy for the school-aged 

children, volunteering during WSBC’s  
 
 

Families Moving Forward 
 

Making Candles with  

Reality Ministries 
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Handicap Ramp 
 

Missions Committee:  2016-2017 Missions Committee Members include: Paula Januzzi-Godfrey, 

Chair, Juliana Caldwell, Kirsten Kruhm, Jenny Leinbach, Jason Mathes, Bill McCraw, Allyn Meredith, 

Amy Sauls, Joy Turner and April Walton.  Please feel free to contact any of the members for more 

information about Watts Street’s Missions. 

 This group of six adults put in some long, hard hours in the hot sun to 

build a beautiful handicap ramp.  The ramp is for a family in the North 

Street neighborhood where a number of people connected with Reality 

Ministries live in community together.  The family was thrilled to receive 

the ramp as they often host parties, Bible studies, and other events for 

people in the neighborhood, many of whom use wheelchairs.  Thanks to 

Mack Wilkins and Ken Rhoads for coordinating our team and especially 

to Mike Meier, from Rose of Sharon Baptist Church, for serving as our 

crew chief.  Mike, along with Mack and Tom (also from Rose of Sharon), 

pre-built sections of the ramp early in the week, which enabled our team 

to complete the project on Saturday.  And on top of it all, the project came 

in UNDER budget!  Rose of Sharon Baptist has an ongoing ramp ministry 

(perhaps the only one in Durham) and we look forward to working 

together again!   
 

 

 

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, 

there am I in the midst of them.” Matthew 18:20 


