
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 2, 2017 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 

the Wilderness 
 

the Blessing 

of Death 

of New Life 
 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

APRIL 2, 2017 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Procession of the Cross 

Prelude: “Out of the Depths” (Psalm 130) ........................................................... Max Reger 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.  Those who believe in me, even  

 though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 

never die.” 

People:   As the sun at dawn of morning, the bulb from the dark earth, or the creature  

 from its winter den arises at the voice of the creator, so we will also awaken to 

God’s call. 

Minister: As Jesus called Lazarus from the grave, so God brings us from the dry valleys 

into new life.   

People:   Let us worship the Living God. 

*Hymn 65: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” .............................................. EIN’ FESTE BURG 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  Let us turn to the Lord, who is near us even in the wilderness,  

and who listens to our prayers. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  God of consolation and compassion, our days often seem to be 

filled with weary souls and heavy hearts.  When we experience the pain of loss, the 

uncertainty of change, the depths of despair, it is hard not to believe these things have  
___________________________________________ 

* If able, please stand. 

  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



more power than anything else.  We slip into believing that they have the final word, 

that they are all that is finally true.  Forgive us God and inspire us with your power to 

bring forth life beyond our comprehension.  Even during Lenten days remind us of 

the reality of new life, of resurrection, of limitless possibility.  Amen. 

Kyrie (“Lord, Have Mercy”) ........................................................................................ Taizé 

The Kyrie is sung twice. 

      

Assurance of Pardon 

People: Thanks be to God. 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel:  John 11:1-45 

Minister:  The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “The Wilderness of Death, the Blessing of New Life” –Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 
In the years to come I will learn how necessary it is to keep dancing, how celebration is 

not a luxury but a staple of life, how in the grimmest moments I will need to take myself 

down to the closest festival at hand. It will not do to drown my sorrow or to mask my 

despair or to ignore the real suffering of the world or of my own self. I will go to beat out 

the message with my feet that in the darkness we are dancing, and while we are weeping 

we are dancing; sending shock waves with our feet to the other side of the world, we are 

dancing still.       —Jan Richardson 

Meditation on Death and New Life: Ezekiel 37:1-14           Debbie Isley-Roghelia, ASL 

Leader: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: God of constant love, create in us clean hearts  

People: And renew a right spirit within us. 

Receiving Gifts 



Anthem: “De Profundis” (Psalm 130) (see insert) ........................................ Georg Reutter 

*People sing: “Accept, O God, the Gifts We Bring” (Hymn 379) .................... ELLACOMBE 

Accept, O God, the gifts we bring of spirit and of clay, 

Transform them into blessings on those we serve today. 

Rekindle deep within us all a passion to fulfill 

The ministry disciples have, empower’d to do your will. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation to the Table and the Words of Institution 

Receiving of the Bread and the Cup 

Please remain seated to receive the bread and the cup. 

After everyone is served, we will take the bread together and likewise the cup. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation  

*Hymn 254: “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” ..................................................... TRENTHAM 

Benediction 

The Cross Leads Us into the World 

Postlude: “Out of the Depths” (Psalm 130) ...................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

CHURCH STAFF:  Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Interim Director of Children’s 

Music Ministries; Diane Eubanks Hill, Minister with Adults; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with 

Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, 

Custodian; Melody Zentner, Interim Director of Music Ministries 



Anthem: “De Profundis” (Psalm 130) ........................................................... Georg Reutter 
De profundis clamavi ad te, Domine; 

Domine, exaudi vocem meam; fiant aures 

tuæ intendentes in vocem deprecationis 

meæ. Si iniquitates observaveris, Domine, 

Domine, quis sustinebit? Quia apud te 

propitiatio est, et propter legem tuam 

sustinuit te, Domine.  Sustinuit anima mea 

in verbo eius  speravit anima mea in 

Domino.  A custodia matutina usque ad 

noctem, speret Israël in Domino.  Quia 

apud Dominum Misericordia et copiosa 

apud eum redemption, et ipse redimet 

Israël ex omnibus iniquitatibus eius.  

Gloria Patri et Filio et Spiritui Sancto, 

sicut erat in principio, et nunc et semper et 

in saecula saeculorum.  Amen. 

Out of the deep have I called unto thee, O 

Lord, Lord, hear my voice.  O let thine ears 

consider well the voice of my complaint. 

If thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what is 

done amiss, O Lord, who may abide it? 

For there is mercy with thee; therefore shalt 

thou be feared.  I look for the Lord; my soul 

doth wait for him; in his word is my trust. 

My soul fleeth unto the Lord before the 

morning watch, I say, before the morning 

watch.  O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the 

Lord there is mercy and with him is plenteous 

redemption.  And he shall redeem Israel * from 

all his sins.  Glory be to the Father, and to the 

Son, and to the Holy Ghost, as it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be.  Amen. 
 


