
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

MARCH 19, 2017 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 

the Wilderness 

Of Ch 

 

Of  
 

the Blessing 

of Chaos 

of Rhythm 
 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MARCH 19, 2017 

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Procession of the Cross 

Prelude: “The Creation Story: Genesis 1:1-31” – Kelly Sasser 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   Creator God, we praise you this day 

People:   For the beauty of the world you created. 

Minister:   Creator God, we praise you this day 

People:   For the intricacies and grandeur of nature. 

Minister:   Creator God, we praise you this day. 

People:   Inspire us with your power.  Restore us with your gift of rest. 

*Hymn 64: “We Sing Your Mighty Power O God” .......................................... ELLACOMBE 

Preschoolers/Kindergartners leave for Chapel and Second-Hour Ministry. 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  Let us turn to the Lord, who is near us even in the wilderness,  

and who listens to our prayers. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  Creator God, you are ever near us, but we have not been attentive 

to your presence.  The night sky is afire with your handiwork; we fail to look up.  A 

square foot of the earth is teeming with life; we forget to look down.  You created 

each human being in your image, but we fail to see your image in them.  We have not 

cared for your creation.  You made water for us to drink, but we have not kept it 

___________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand.    No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



 pure and clean.  You have made the land flourish with trees and wildlife, but we 

have stripped beauty away.  You imagined us into being, and gave us the ability to 

move, think, heal, wonder, create, and rest, but we have neglected to honor who you 

made us to be.  In your mercy, forgive us, O God. 

Kyrie (“Lord, Have Mercy”) ........................................................................................ Taizé 

The Kyrie is sung twice. 

      

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament: Genesis 2:1-3 – The Seventh Day 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon: “The Wilderness of Chaos, the Blessing of Rhythm” – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 
Sabbath is a way of being in time where we remember who we are, remember what we 
know, and taste the gift of Spirit and eternity.  —Wayne Muller 

Hymn 575: “Come and Find the Quiet Center” .............................................BEACH SPRING 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: God of constant love, create in us clean hearts  

People: And renew a right spirit within us. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “My God Is a Rock” (see insert)..................... arr. Alice Parker and Robert Shaw 

*People sing: “Accept, O God, the Gifts We Bring” (Hymn 379) ................... ELLACOMBE 

Accept, O God, the gifts we bring of spirit and of clay, 

Transform them into blessings on those we serve today. 

Rekindle deep within us all a passion to fulfill 

The ministry disciples have, empower’d to do your will. 



*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 651: “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens” ............................ HOLY MANNA 

Benediction 

The Cross Leads Us into the World 

Postlude: “Déserts,” Op. 2............................................................................................... Serge Ollive 

 

 

Prelude: “Blues from the Rainforest” ................................ Merl Saunders and Jerry Garcia 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

Every Member a Minister 

CHURCH STAFF:  Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Interim Director of Children’s 

Music Ministries; Diane Eubanks Hill, Minister with Adults; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with 

Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, 

Custodian; Melody Zentner, Interim Director of Music Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


 

 

 

Anthem: “My God Is a Rock” ....................................... arr. Alice Parker and Robert Shaw 

My God is a rock in a weary land, Shelter in a time of storm. 

I know He is a rock in a weary land, Shelter in a time of storm. 

Stop ‘n’ let me tell you ’bout de Chapter One,  

When de Lord’s work was jes’ begun,   

Stop ‘n’ let me tell you ’bout de Chapter Two,  

When de Lord God’s written His Bible through. 

Stop ‘n’ let me tell you ’bout de Chapter Three, 

When de Lord God died on Calvary. 

Stop an’ let me tell you ’bout de Chapter Four, 

When de Lord God visit ’mong de po’, 

Stop an’ let me tell you ’bout de Chapter Five, 

When de Lord God brought the dead alive. 

Stop an’ let me tell you ’bout Chapter Six, 

He went in Jerusalem an’ healed de sick. 

Stop an’ let me tell you ’bout Chapter Sev’n. 

Died and ris’n and went to Heav’n. 

Stop, let me tell you ’bout Chapter Eight, 

John seen Him standin’ at de Golden Gate, 

Stop ‘n’ let me tell you ’bout de Chapter Nine, 

Lord God turned de water to wine, 

Stop ‘n’ let me tell you ’bout de Chapter Ten, 

John says He’s comin’ in de world again. 

 
 

 


