
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

MARCH 5, 2017 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA

Wilderness 
 

and Blessing 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MARCH 5, 2017 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations – Diane Eubanks Hill 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Procession of the Cross 

Prelude: “Forty Days and Forty Nights” ............................................................ Alec Wyton 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   When we are lost and our hearts are wandering, 

People:   God’s goodness holds us close. 

All:   Come, fount of every blessing!  Tune our hearts to sing thy grace! 

*Hymn 16: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” .......................................... NETTLETON 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister: Let us turn to the Lord, who is near us even in the wilderness, 

 and who listens to our prayers. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession: God who formed us with a word, who hems us in behind and 

before, we confess that the wilderness is bigger than we had imagined and that we 

may be unprepared.  We hoped that we would be fine in the wilderness, but now we 

are unsure.  Increase our faith so we will be open to the ways you might meet us here.  

In the wilderness meet us with your blessing.  Amen.   

 

___________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand. 

No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   

 

 



Kyrie .............................................................................................................................. Taizé 

The Kyrie is sung by the Chancel Choir the first time.  All sing it the second time. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer – Mary Elizabeth Hanchey 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11 (see insert) 

Meditation: “Wilderness and Blessing” - Mary Elizabeth Hanchey  

Silence 
Pain is important: how we evade it, how we succumb to it, how we deal with it, how we 

transcend it.  – Audre Lorde 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: God of constant love, create in us clean hearts  

People: And renew a right spirit within us. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” ................................................ arr. Tom Shelton 

Talk about a child that do love Jesus, Here’s one.   Ever since I heard the Gospel 

story, I been walkin’ up the road to glory.  I want Jesus to walk with me.  All 

along my pilgrim journey, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 



*People sing: “Accept, O God, the Gifts We Bring” (Hymn 379) .................... ELLACOMBE 

Accept, O God, the gifts we bring of spirit and of clay, 

Transform them into blessings on those we serve today. 

Rekindle deep within us all a passion to fulfill 

The ministry disciples have, empower’d to do your will. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation to the Table and the Words of Institution 

Receiving of the Bread and the Cup 

Please remain seated to receive the bread and the cup. 

After everyone is served, we will take the bread together and likewise the cup. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation  

*Hymn 622: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” ........................................ CWM RHONDDA 

Benediction 

The Cross Leads Us into the World 

Postlude: “Have Mercy Upon Me, O Lord My God” ....................... Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

CHURCH STAFF:  Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Interim Director of Children’s 

Music Ministries; Diane Eubanks Hill, Minister with Adults; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with 

Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, 

Custodian; Melody Zentner, Interim Director of Music Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 



Gospel Reading: Matthew 4:1-11  

Minister: Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 

devil.  He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 

- Matthew 4:1-2 

People sing:  Hymn 179: “Forty Days and Forty Nights” (stanza 1) .................... HEINLEIN 

Forty days and forty nights you were fasting in the wild;  

Forty days and forty nights tempted, and yet undefiled. 

Minister: The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these 

stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live 

by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ”  

          -  Matthew 4:3-4 

People sing:  Hymn 179: “Forty Days and Forty Nights” (stanza 2) .................... HEINLEIN 

Shall not we your sorrow share and from worldly joys abstain, 

Fasting with unceasing prayer, strong with you to suffer pain? 

Minister:  Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 

temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is 

written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will 

bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 

Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 

          - Matthew 4:5-7 

People sing:  Hymn 179: “Forty Days and Forty Nights” (stanza 3) .................... HEINLEIN 

Then if Satan on us press, flesh or spirit to assail, 

Victor in the wilderness, grant that we not faint nor fail! 

Minister: Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their splendor; and he said to him, “All these I will give 

you, if you will fall down and worship me.”  Jesus said to him, “Away with you, 

Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ”  Then the 

devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. - Matthew 4:8-11 

People sing:  Hymn 179: “Forty Days and Forty Nights” (stanzas 4 & 5) ........... HEINLEIN 

So shall we have peace divine: holier gladness ours shall be; 

Round us, too, shall angels shine, such as served you faithfully. 

Keep, O keep us, Savior dear, ever constant by your side,  

That with you we may appear at the eternal Eastertide. 

 


