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Lent begins this year on Wednesday, March 1.  
Originating in the fourth century of the church, Lent 
spans 40 weekdays (symbolic of Jesus’ 40 days in the 
wilderness) beginning on Ash Wednesday and 
climaxing during Holy Week with Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and concluding Saturday 
before Easter.  Originally, Lent was the time of 
preparation for those who were to be baptized, but 
since these new members were to be received into a 
living community of Faith, the entire community was 
called to preparation.  The three traditional practices 
to be taken up with renewed vigor during Lent are 
prayer (justice toward God), fasting (justice toward 
self), and almsgiving (justice toward neighbor).  
These days some people give up a vice and often give 
the time or money spent doing that to charitable 
purposes or organizations.  Others add something that 
will bring them closer to God.  It is a preparation to 
celebrate God’s marvelous redemption at Easter, and 
the resurrected life that we live, and hope for, as 
Christians.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our theme for this year’s Lenten season is 
“Blessing…Even in the Wilderness” and surrounds 
the notion of “blessing,” but not in the way we 
typically think of it.  During each of the Sundays in 
Lent, we will look at the notion of blessing in some 
way as well as the varieties of “wildernesses” that 
life also often brings and how the two often are 
experienced together. 

 
Wednesday, March 1—Ash Wednesday 

6:00 p.m.—Service for Children and Families 
6:30 p.m.—All Ages Service 

Both services will include the imposition of ashes 
 

Sunday, March 5—Lent I 
“Wilderness and Blessing” 

Matthew 4:1-11 
Mary Elizabeth Hanchey preaching 

 
Sunday, March 12—Lent II 

“The Wilderness of Struggle, the Blessing of 
Endurance” 

Genesis 32.22-32 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

Children’s Choir singing 
 

Sunday, March 19—Lent III 
“The Wilderness of Chaos, the Blessing of Rhythm” 

Genesis 1.1-2.4 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

 
Sunday, March 26—Lent IV 

Youth Sunday 
Youth Choir singing 

 
Sunday, April 2—Lent V 

“The Wilderness of Death, the Blessing of New Life” 
John 11.1-44 

Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

Worship During Lent 

ShroveTuesday Pancake Supper – 
February 28, 5:30 p.m.   

Join your WS friends in the fellowship hall for pancakes, 
sausage and fruit, along with lots of fun!   

Cost:  $5 for 6th graders and older 
$3 for children through 5th grade 

Children 2 and under eat free 
No reservations needed 

On March 1, we gather for the Ash Wednesday service at 
6:30 p.m. (no supper on March 1). 

 

 

March 26 is Youth Sunday at WSBC 
“How Were Your Eyes Opened?” (John 9:1-41) 
Our youth serve as worship leaders on this day  
with the High School seniors offering reflections  
and the Youth Choir and Youth Group sharing songs of 
praise. 
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Adult Forums Offered During March 
During the Sunday School hour on March 5, 12 and 19, 
Adult Ministries offers three outstanding opportunities 
for faith formation with other adults: 

 Lenten Journey:  Exploring Psalms of Lament led 
by Debra Freeman  

 The Chapel 

In this Forum, we will explore the universal human 
need to acknowledge and live into times of lament.  
We will join our hearts with writers from more than 
2000 years ago, as we find the common spaces that 
bind our hearts together as we cry out to our loving 
and merciful God. 

 Unintentional Bias led by Jim Drennan 

The Fellowship Hall 

Got Bias?  Of course, you do, if you are human.  
Even if you are good.  Twenty years ago, implicit 
bias was almost never discussed, but it is frequently 
in the news, even in the most recent presidential 
debates.  Police shootings, employment 
discrimination, overrepresentation of minorities in 
the juvenile justice and school discipline systems, 
among others, are explained in part by the power of 
implicit bias. 

This Forum will explore the HOW (thinking fast 
and slow) and WHY (so we can survive) of implicit 
(or unconscious) biases.  And the ways we can 
minimize their effect on us as we work toward an 
inclusive world where distinctions that should not 
matter don’t matter. 

 Hacedores de Paz ("Peacemakers") 

Room 102 

Join the El Salvador Mission Group as they share 
how we keep our covenant relationship with Iglesia 
Bautista Emmanuel in San Salvador alive.  This 
Forum will discuss El Salvador's past, present, and 
future and the ways our sister church has spread the 
message of peace during El Salvador's past civil war 
and current gang violence.  We will explore their 
vision for peace and hopes for the future. 

Reminder:  Register Now for  
the Beach Retreat! 
Plans are underway for our annual All Ages Beach 
Retreat at Ft. Caswell on April 28, 29, and 30.  
Participants from past years have celebrated the rich 
community time, the Saturday morning interactive 
theme focus, time on the beach, long walks, reading on 
the porches, the Saturday night Talent Xtravaganza, 
Sunday morning worship, spirited singing, and getting 
to know lots of WS people better as we worked side by 
side on meals.  What a great time!  Families and groups 

of friends have private rooms, with a private bath in the 
room or across the hall.  Youth stay in dormitory style 
rooms. 

This year we are again using online registration through 
our church website beginning the first week of 
February.  Access the registration page from 
www.wattsstreet.org/AABR.  Pay with a credit card 
right from the website (via Paypal) or bring a check to 
the church.  Don’t let cost prohibit your participation, 
however, as scholarships are available.  Paper 
brochures/registration forms will still be available at 
church. 
Pick up a brochure or read the AABR webpage for 
more information.  Rooms are assigned as the 
registration fees are received.  The registration deadline 
is March 27.  See Diane Eubanks Hill with questions. 

Weekly Wednesday Night Suppers  
The Wednesday Night Supper line opens at 5:30. Make 
reservations in the Friendship Register by the Sunday 
prior, or by contacting the church office by Monday 
before noon.  At 6 p.m. we begin community time.  
Music ministry for children in preschool, and for those 
in kindergarten and first grades begins at 6.  (Please 
invite families with young choir children to the front of 
the food line.).  At 6:15, following the community time, 
children in 2nd – 5th grades go to music, youth gather for 
Youth Service Learning, and adults are invited to the 
following options: 

 March 1 is Ash Wednesday.  No supper on this 
night.  All ages are invited to the sanctuary at 6:30 
for a brief traditional service of ashes as we enter 
the season of Lent. -  

 March 8 – Adults are invited to the Chapel as we 
explore and sing some of our Lenten hymns. Tom 
Bloom leads.  

 March 15 -  Contemplative Worship led by Samuel 
Gunter in the Chapel.  A time of guided reflection 
and prayers, along with music to nourish our souls. 

 March 22- Table Conversation – time reserved for 
making new connections among the church family, 
and for enriching long-standing connections. 

 March 29 – As we consider who we are as 
Christians in relation to our world, representatives 
of the Durham Association of Educators will lead a 
conversation focused on how churches can support 
public education in Durham. 

Change Clocks 
Don’t Be Late on Sunday!  
Remember to move your clocks 
ahead Saturday night, March 11. 
This is also a great time to check 
the batteries in you smoke 
alarms. 

 (Continued on Page 3) 

News Briefs 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/AABR
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March/April Missions Baskets  
The mission baskets in the side foyer and the Fellowship 
Hall collect donations for Reality Ministries.  Items 
needed: paper plates (dinner size), paper bowls, paper 
napkins, plastic cups, envelopes, copy paper (white), 
color copy paper, stamps, canister/storage containers 
(for items like sugar, flour cornmeal, etc.), dishwashing 
soap, dishwasher detergent, sponges, Lysol wipes, 
markers, crayons, and colored pencils.  Contact Bill 
McCraw (bill.mccraw@duke.edu) with questions. 

March Minute for Mission 
On March 12, Leigh Bordley, the executive director of 
LEAP, will present the Minute for Mission.  The Latino 
Educational Achievement Partnership empowers Latino 
and other children in Durham to achieve academic 
success, providing a high-quality preschool and offering 
ongoing support through middle school.  
www.durhamleap.org.  

Minute for Mission Update 
Many thanks to WSBC members for your generosity in 
supporting the Minute for Missions monthly collections. 
In December, $2,140.00 was contributed toward 
scholarships for students through our sister church, 
Emmanuel Bautista in El Salvador. In January, 
contributions were collected in the amount of $4,088.00 
for Rebound.  

Young Adult Ministry Lunch Gathering  
Sunday, March 12 at 12:15 p.m.  
Moe’s Southwest Grill (American Tobacco Campus) 
Enjoy food and fellowship with new and old friends!   
For more information, contact Kelly Sasser 
(kelly@wattsstreet.org). 

Out and About 
Out and About on March 18 will be hosted by Esther 
and Tim Parker at their home in Raleigh.  We'll gather at 
6:30 p.m. for an evening of good food and fellowship.  
All are welcome at this monthly potluck supper for 
Watts Street's LGBTQ members and their friends.  
Bring food and drink to share.  For information call 
Gordon Whitaker(919-918-3658).  

Watts Street on Mission!  
Saturday, May 20 

Mark your calendars for a dynamic, inter-generational, 
congregation-wide, hands-on day of service.  Watts 
Street Mission Groups are invited to submit project 
ideas (due to Ginny Wiggins by March 20) and we are 
excited about the opportunity to “use our gifts to serve 
God and neighbor”.  You can sign up for a project 
beginning April 30 (at the Beach Retreat).  Stay tuned 
for more info! 

Lenten Devotional Resources 
Devotional resources to nourish our souls and enrich our 
Lenten journeys are available in the foyers.  Made 
available by our Adult Education Ministry Committee, 
the resource this year is Moving Toward the Cross: 
Reflections on the Writings of Frederick Buechner by 
Martin E. Marty.  Be sure to pick up your copy the next 
time you’re in the church building. 

Reality Ministries Mission Group 
Reality Ministries is an important ministry partner for 

WSBC, as they partner with us to embrace and support 

individuals with intellectual and/or developmental 

disabilities in our congregation and in the community.  

There are several initiatives that could use your time and 

talents here at church:  
**Reality Daytime program, filled with a variety of 
enrichment activities including Bible-Study, cooking, 
art, fitness, music and other friendship building 
activities, meets on Fridays at WSBC from 10:00am- 
3:00pm.  
- WSBC makes lunch for the Daytime Group on the 
First Friday of every month at Watts Street so you can 
join on that day or volunteer for another day. 
- They are specifically in need of folks to help provide 
transportation and drive small groups to/from their 
community service placements 10:30am-11:45am. 

**Participate in the Kingdom of God Sunday School 

class, an all-ability adult class that embraces different 

learning styles. 

There are lots more ways to be a part of this movement!  

Contact Cari Furiness, cs.furiness@gmail.com to 

connect. 

New Books in the WSBC Library 
Books for children 

 “How Many Spots Does a Leopard Have? And 
Other Tales,” by Julius Lester, illustrations by 
David Shannon 

 “When Marian Sang,” by Pam Munoz Ryan, 
pictures by Brian Selznick 

 “All Our Relatives: Traditional Native American 
Thoughts About Nature,” by Paul Goble 

Books for adults 

 “On God’s Side: What Religion Forgets and 
Politics Hasn’t Learned About Serving the 
Common Good,” by Jim Wallis 

 “Reimagining Zion: A History of the Alliance of 
Baptists,” by Andrew Gardner 

 “Devotional Classics: Selected Readings for 
Individuals and Groups,” Richard J. Foster and 
James Bryan Smith (eds.) 

News Briefs (Continued from Page 2) 

https://wattsstreetbaptistchurch-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sherrill_wattsstreet_org/Documents/Mary/WattsLine%20Articles/2017/bill.mccraw@duke.edu
http://www.durhamleap.org
mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
mailto:cs.furiness@gmail.com
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Denominational Relations Committee 
Why Baptist? 
Are you wondering what to do with that day before the Beach Retreat?  Here's the answer.  The Alliance of Baptists, 
which is gathering in Raleigh that weekend, is offering a 1-day session on "Why Baptist?"  An all-star panel of our-
type-of-Baptists will lead talks on whether we should be historic-Baptists, progressive-Baptists, or post-Baptists.  A 
great opportunity for Watts Streeters as we continue conversations on our own path forward.  April 27th, Meredith 
College.   
http://allianceofbaptists.org/NewsAndEvents/event_detail/1202 
 
 

Sunday Ministry Volunteers 
March 5 
Greeters: Emily Joiner, Rebeca Olmedo 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig 

Ann Stickel, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Hope Durack 
Nursery: Dawn Eberhard, Shanessa Pride, Barbara Rumer 
Toddlers: Georgia Chotas, Ashlee Crews, Karen Barber 
Preschool II: Emma Hitchings, Carolyn Lamere, Open 
Preschool III: Maggie Chotas, Judi Powell, Nick Chotas 
Lock up: Lloyd Webb 
Sound System: David Tatum 
March 12 
Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Juliana Caldwell 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig 

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Ginny Wiggins, Kacey Reynolds 

Schedler 
Toddlers: Brian or Jenny Barrier, Emily Joiner, Kate Patillo 
Preschool II: Billy Price, Max Husack, Open 
Preschool III: Ted McDaniel, Scott Job, Philip Patillo 
Lock up: Tim Cline 
Sound System: Mike Killam 

March 19 
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson 
Ushers: Robert Berry, Maggie Chotas, Bob Hellwig, 

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Amy Armstrong 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, John Rublein, Anne Drennan 
Toddlers: Wanda Burton-Crutchfield, Amie Gray Koch,  

Evelyn Ritz 
Preschool II: Brian Crews, Joe Heflin, Joy Turner 
Preschool III: Emily McCoy, Elizabeth Sasser, Henry Mitchell 
Lock up: Alan Williams 
Sound System: Logan Wilkins 
March 26 
Greeters: David Goodman, Lisa & David Rhoades 
Ushers: Amy Armstrong, Robert Berry, Bob Hellwig,  

Ann Stickel, Alan Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Anne Claire Broughton, Emily Holloway, Shanessa 

Pride, Amy Sauls 
Toddlers: Kristi Giemza, Hannah Sauls, Open 
Preschool II: Matt Hanchey, Allyn Meredith, Sarah Hanchey 
Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Aria Oliver, Open 
Lock up: Mack Wilkens 
Sound System: Evelyn Ritz 

http://allianceofbaptists.org/NewsAndEvents/event_detail/1202
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Calendar 

Wednesday, March 1 
 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee: Glory Road 
 5:30 p.m. No Supper 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Ash Wednesday Service 
 6:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Saturday, March 4 
 9:00 a.m. Children Leave for Spring Retreat 
Sunday, March 5 
 9:45 a.m. March Forums for Adults 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
 11:00 a.m. Children return from Spring Retreat 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Mary Elizabeth Hanchey preaching 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group 
Monday, March 6 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Adult Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, March 7 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 12:00 p.m. Building Potential Planning Group 
 6:30 p.m. Children’s Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Building & Grounds Committee 
Wednesday, March 8 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Music and Worship Labs 
 6:15 p.m. Adults: Hymns of Lent 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 7:00 p.m. Reality Ministries Mission Group 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, March 9 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:00 a.m. Moving from Problem to Mystery – Lenten 

Conversation 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
 7:00 p.m. IT Committee 
Friday, March 10 
 7:00 p.m. Youth Group Lock-In 
Sunday, March 12 – Daylight Saving Time 
 9:45 a.m. March Forums for Adults 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Worship and Music Committee 
 12:15 p.m. Young Adult Ministry Lunch Gathering 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group 
Monday, March 13 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning  
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Personnel Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Denominational Relations Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Faith Stretchers 
 7:00 p.m. Youth Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, March 14 
 9:30 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 11:00 a.m. Sr. Adult Coordinating Council 
 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee 
Wednesday, March 15 

 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Music and Worship Labs 
 6:15 p.m. Adults: Contemplative Worship 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning  
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Saturday, March 18 
 6:30 p.m. Out and About at Esther & Tim Parker’s Home 
Sunday, March 19 
 9:45 a.m. March Forums for Adults 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Picnic and Kite Flying  
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group 
Monday, March 20 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Peace & Reconciliation Mission Group 
 7:00 p.m. Treasurers 
 5:30 p.m. BSA—Court of Honor 
Tuesday, March 21 
 12:00 p.m. Book Club: The Secret Game 
 7:00 p.m. Deacons 
Wednesday, March 22 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Music and Worship Labs 
 6:15 p.m. Adults: Table Conversation 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, March 23 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
Sunday, March 26 – Youth Sunday 
 9:00 a.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 5:00 p.m. Guess Who’s Coming to Breakfast 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group 
Monday, March 27 
 12:00 p.m. Worship Planning  
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:30 p.m. El Salvador Mission Group 
 7:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee  
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, March 28 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Church Council 
Wednesday, March 29 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Music and Worship Labs 
 6:15 p.m. Adults: Churches & Public Education in Durham 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, March 30 
 10:00 a.m. Moving from Problem to Mystery – Lenten 

Conversation 
Friday, March 31 
 9:00 a.m. Temple Theater day-trip 
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Temple Theater Trip, March 31 
Travel with your WS friends to Sanford on Friday 
morning, March 31, enjoy lunch, maybe browse the 
antique shops, and then take in the matinee of The 
Andrews Brothers.  From the online glimpses at this 
production, it promises to be an extremely entertaining 
experience.  When the Andrews Sisters fail to show for 
a performance, the brothers who are stagehands take 
their place.  This play is a musical comedy filled with 
more than 25 songs from the 1940’s, and lots of laughs!  
Ticket cost:  $21.  Please send your check and 
registration form to the church office by March 15. 

Noon Book Club:  March 21  
Have you considered checking out the 
WSBC Noon Book Club?  Do it this 
month for connections with an engaging 
group of friends!  The Book Club meets 
on the third Tuesday of each month in 
room 104-A.  Emily McCoy (919-489-
0483, emmccoy@nc.rr.com) serves as coordinator.  
Drop-ins are always welcome to this lively 
conversation!  The book for March is The Secret Game 
by Scott Ellsworth. 

Small Group Opportunity for Adults  
Faith Stretchers – This reading and discussion group 
meets on the 2nd Monday of each month from 7:00 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. in room 104-B.  Our conversations are 
based on a book selected by the group.  It is our hope 
that each book we read together will encourage spiritual 
growth and community.  New members are welcome!  
Contact Debra Freeman 
(debra_cole_freeman@hotmail.com). 

Other Ongoing ‘Drop-in’ Groups for 
Adults 
Several ongoing groups are offered for Watts Street 
adults.  You may drop in on any of these groups at any 
time. 

 Men’s Breakfast gather s on Thursdays, March 9 
and 23, 7:15 a.m., Elmo’s Diner.  See Dick Chorley 
(rchorley@nc.rr.com, 919-286-1645) with questions. 

 The Art of Aging Gracefully, an ongoing 
conversation about the gifts and challenges of aging, 
gathers Thursdays, March 9 and 23, 10:30 a.m., 

room 104-A.  Participants have opportunity to tell 
their stories and to hear the stories of others.  David 
May (919-493-2289) serves as coordinator.  

 Movie Matinees:  First Wednesday Movie 
Matinees continue, offered by the Senior Adult 
Coordinating Council, and open to all in room 102 at 
1:00 p.m.  Enjoy the movie, along with popcorn and 
soda, as well as time with your friends!  On March 
1, we’ll enjoy Glory Road.  Wikepedia reports that 
this film “is based on a true story surrounding the 
events leading to the 1966 NCAA Men's Division I 
Basketball Championship.  Don Haskins portrayed 
by Josh Lucas, head coach of 
Texas Western College, coached a 
team with an all-black starting 
lineup, a first in NCAA history.  
Glory Road explores racism, 
discrimination, and student 
athletics.” 

Senior Adult Ministry:  Invitation to the 
Conversation 
The Senior Adult Coordinating Council meets on 
Tuesday, March 14 (Note change in date.) to make plans 
for the WS ministry with senior adults.  Anyone 
interested in this ministry is invited to the conversation 
in the church library at 11 a.m.  See Diane Eubanks Hill 
with questions. 

Lenten Opportunities for Connection  
 Moving From Problem to Mystery – a 3-part 

conversation, Thursdays, March 9, 30, April 6, 10 
a.m., led by Carol Harston. 

 Let’s Go Fly a Kite – Sunday, March 19, after 
worship 

 Guess Who’s Coming to Breakfast – Sunday, March 
26, 5 p.m., in homes.  Register by March 12. 

 Temple Theater Trip – Friday, March 31.  
Reservations by March 12. 

 CROP Walk – Sunday, April 2, after worship 

 Palm Sunday Hike – all ages – Sunday, April 9, after 
worship 

For details, see the lavender flyer enclosed.  Post it 
where it will help you stay connected during Lent! 

Adult Ministry News 

 
 
 

We invite you to celebrate WS seniors 
Who have achieved the age of 90 or beyond! 

Peggy Parrish turns 93 on March 12.  Her address is 4434 Ben Franklin Blvd., Room 107, 27704. 

Birthday Wishes 

mailto:emmccoy@nc.rr.com
mailto:debra_col_freeman@hotmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Sherrill/OneDrive%20-%20Watts%20Street%20Baptist%20Church/Mary/WattsLine%20Articles/2016/rchorley@nc.rr.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1966_NCAA_Men%27s_Division_I_Basketball_Tournament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1966_NCAA_Men%27s_Division_I_Basketball_Tournament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_Haskins
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josh_Lucas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Texas_at_El_Paso
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1965%E2%80%9366_Texas_Western_Miners_men%27s_basketball_team
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1965%E2%80%9366_Texas_Western_Miners_men%27s_basketball_team
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NCAA
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THANK YOU!!!!  
Thanks to the Children’s Education Committee and all 
others who helped make the S.A.F.E. Sexual Awareness 
and Family Empowerment workshop a success.  If you 
have additional feedback about the workshop or events 
you would like to see in the future, please contact the 
committee or Esther Soud Parker.      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Look Around Jerusalem  
During Lent assemble a Jerusalem centerpiece and begin 
daily devotional readings with stickers to teach your 
children about Jesus’ journey to the cross.   Lenten 
devotions are available on the children’s table in the 
preschool hall and in the sanctuary foyer.   

Spring Retreat at Camp New Hope  
March 4-5 
With our theme, “Each One a Part,” we’ll explore what it 
means to be the Body of Christ - the physical hands and 
feet of Christ in the world today.  We’ll spend time in 
Bible study, participate in a mission project, walk the 
Labyrinth, sing, warm up by the campfire and enjoy 
recreation and games with our church friends.   Meet at 
the church at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 4 and return 
for the end of the morning worship service on Sunday, 
March 5.  There is a pre-camp meeting with each child 
and at least one parent on Sunday, February 26 at 12:05 
p.m. in the Library.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let’s Go Fly a Kite... 
After worship on March 19 all ages are invited to 
celebrate spring at the George Watts Montessori School 
field.  Bring a kite, lawn games to share, a picnic blanket 
and a picnic lunch for your family.  We’ll spend the 
afternoon playing games and flying kites.  Hope you can 
join us for this fun time with church friends.   Contact 

Esther for more information.    

Vacation Bible School 
Children, ages 3 years to 5th grade are invited to join us 
for VBS, June 18-22.   Particpate in mission activities, 
interactive Bible studies, fun recreation, and dynamic 
worship and music.  VBS requires a large team of adult 
and youth volunteers in a variety of activities.   Sign up 
to help by contacting Kacey Reynolds Schedler or Esther 
Soud Parker.    

 
 
 
 
 

PASSPORTkids!  
On July 9-12, our 3rd – 5th graders travel to Spartanburg, 
SC to attend PASSPORTkids! summer camp with church 
friends.  This year’s theme is “Do. Love. Walk.” 
focusing on Micah 6:8, ...what does the Lord require of 
you but to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly 
with your God? Faith does not have to be complicated 
but there are requirements.  Following Jesus with our 
lives demands action. To expect justice we must learn to 
recognize and intercede on behalf of the oppressed. To be 
kind often means putting others' needs first. And walking 
humbly only happens when we stop looking for 
acknowledgement. Faith in Christ is simple, but that does 
not mean it is always easy.   

For more information about the camp, go to 
www.passportcamps.org  and click on children’s camps.  
There are a limited number of spaces reserved for Watts 
Street; sign up now by contacting Esther to reserve your 
child’s spot and turn in $75.00 deposits by March 5.    

Save the Date 
March 4–5   Children’s Spring Retreat 
March 5   Deposit due for PASSPORTKids! 
March 19   Let’s Go Fly a Kite 
June 18–22  Vacation Bible School 
July 9–12   PASSPORTKids!  Spartanburg, SC 
Sept. 15–17  Fall Retreat – Camp Willow Run 

A more detailed 2017 Children’s Ministry Calendar is 
online at www.wattsstreet.org  

Children’s Ministry News 

http://www.passportcamps.org
http://www.wattsstreet.org
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Winter Retreat: From the Mountain Tops 
to the Ditch with the Psalms!  
What an eventful Winter Retreat this year!  We got off to 
a “slippery” start (one van gently nestled between an icy 
road and a muddy ditch).  And at the end, we had an early 
departure (to avoid the next wave of winter weather).  But 
in between, we had an AWESOME time 
together!  Thanks to everyone for the beautiful way you 
participated in our Bible study sessions on the Psalms – 
which culminated in some remarkable psalms that you 
wrote on Sunday morning. Night skiing/skating at 
Appalachian was excellent – great weather, decent slopes, 
short lines, and best of all, NO INJURIES!!!  Very 
special thanks to our outstanding adult leaders: Sarajane 
Alexander, Daniel Davis, Marian Davis, Debra Freeman, 
and Jennifer Martin.   

 

 
Youth Discipleship Class  
If you are interested in talking about discipleship, church 
membership, and baptism but were unable to come to the 
classes in February, please let me know.  I’d be glad to 
set up another time to meet with you! 

Getting Ready for Youth Sunday!  
We’d like for all WSBC youth to join us in the sanctuary 
on Sunday, March 26 at 9:00 a.m. as we prepare to lead 
the morning worship service.  Our High School seniors 
will be our featured worship leaders, the Youth Choir will 
sing, and we’ll also share additional songs, prayers, and 
readings.  Please make plans to attend! 

PASSPORT Youth Missions Camp 
July 10-15, 2017 
Furman University, Greenville, SC 
www.passportcamps.org 
$75 deposits due March 5 
Team Meeting: Wednesday, May 10 at 6:15 p.m. 

Senior High Hurricane Matthew  
Recovery Trip 
Warsaw, NC 
June 25-30 
$40 deposits due March 5 
Team Meeting: Sunday, May 21 at 7:15 p.m.  

Youth Ministry News 

 

Youth and Senior Adult Sweetheart Banquet: Route 66! 
It was a wild and bumpy ride out “Route 66” but thanks to Lionel our bus driver and a whole host of “interesting” 
road-side characters, we made it all the way…and on time!  Thanks to the 52 senior adults and 26 youth who 
participated: there were many warm smiles and such good energy in the room.  From here on out, you’ll always 
have the shared experience of a “cross-country road trip” together!  Special thanks go out to Paula Januzzi-Godfrey 
and her fantastic crew for a delicious lunch, to our Wednesday Night Service/Learning group for coming up with all 
the creative theme ideas, and to everyone who helped serve, pin corsages, take photos, and decorate! 

http://www.passportcamps.org
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THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH   --   “Every Member a Minister” 
CHURCH STAFF 

Sue Alexander Assistant Secretary 
Tom Bloom Organist 
Dorisanne Cooper Senior Minister 
Sherrill Figuera  Office Manager 
Mary Elizabeth Hanchey Interim Director of Children’s Music Ministries 
Diane Eubanks Hill Minister with Adults 
Esther Soud Parker Minister with Children and Their Families 
Kelly Sasser Minister with Youth and Their Families 
Bobby Sturdivant Custodian 
Melody Zentner Interim Chancel Choir Director 
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From Dorisanne Cooper 

I read an article recently about a 10-month old baby who encountered a medical crisis.  The treatment for an infection 
that was beginning to compromise his entire immune system was intravenous immunoglobulin.  If you don’t know 
(which I didn’t) immunoglobulin is a concentrated dose of antibodies, extracted from blood plasma.  One dose is 
derived from the donated blood of more than 1000 blood donors.  The child received the treatment and it countered 
the infection and brought down his fever.  He came through the crisis in great health.  The author of the article, the 
baby’s grandfather, marveled at how it was that antibodies from so many different people were pulled together to 
offer health to his grandson, and he connected it to life in the church and the ways that we can offer health to each 
other in our common life.   

The article struck me for a few reasons.  In the first place because in these days of national division I am more aware 
than ever of the importance of community—community where we can come together, even in the smallest of ways, 
and offer health to one another.  Not because one of us has it all together and can pull the others along, but because—
if we each can offer even a little bit—together we might be able to build a foundation of enough care so that we all 
can benefit and grow—grow in our individual spiritual lives, grow in our communal life, grow in our understanding 
of what it means to be a neighbor to those around us, grow in living all of this out.   

This past week I read again through all of the comments that were compiled from the Congregational Conversations 
we held back in November.  Since that time Church Council has recruited three different working groups and a 
steering committee, all of whom are already working on discerning next steps for us in the three areas we talked 
about that day—connections with one another, with our neighbors, and with our building.  By the time you read this 
we should have a place on our church website for you to access the notes from our conversations and also begin to 
offer feedback to these working groups as they look at how the Spirit is leading us to move anew in these areas.  We 
already do these things in different ways, of course, but for a while now we’ve felt a sense that there are new 
pathways we are being drawn toward together, new ways of relating we might need to explore, new ways of 
understanding our building as an asset to us in all of these areas.  And the national scene of late has itself underscored 
the importance of the new life we might find together in this process.  In days where it’s easy to become discouraged, 
I’m grateful for the potential and excitement that these conversations, this discernment brings.  It’s exciting to think 
about the ways we can come together more and the ways we might ever expand what it means to contribute and 
connect to each other and the world.  I hope you’ll continue to add your voice.  It may in fact be a lifeline of strength 
for us all.   

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE 
REQUESTED 



 
 

Congregational Connections during Lent 
 
 
Moving from Problem to Mystery – March 9, 30, and April 6 
Join us for a three-session, weekday conversation led by Carol Harston.  Using Martin 
Marty’s The Mystery of the Child, we will explore our discomfort, rejection, and dismissal 
with the mysteries of life – that all is finite, all is subject to chance, and all is transient.  
How might we honor the mystery instead of turning it all into a problem to be solved?  
We’ll explore together in a way that both combines storytelling from one’s experiences, 
exploring scripture and wondering together.  Join us on Thursdays, March 9, 30, April 6, 
WSBC, 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  
 

Let’s Go Fly a Kite - March 19  
After worship on March 19 all ages are invited to celebrate spring at the George Watts 
Montessori School field.  Bring a kite, lawn games to share, a picnic blanket and a 
picnic lunch. We’ll spend the afternoon playing games and flying kites.  Hope you can 
join us for this fun time with church friends.  Contact Esther Soud Parker 
(esther@wattsstreet.org) for more information.    
 

Guess Who’s Coming to Breakfast! - March 26 
Lots of us enjoy breakfast for Sunday evening supper.  Scrambled eggs? Pancakes?  
What sounds good to you?  Get to know some of your fellow Watts Streeters while 
enjoying breakfast together on Sunday evening, March 26 at 5:00 p.m. in a Watts Street 
home.  To make your reservation, or to offer to host, contact Diane Eubanks Hill 
(diane@wattsstreet.org, 919-688-1366) by March 12.  All ages are welcome.    
 

Temple Theater Trip - March 31 
Travel with your WS friends to Sanford on Friday morning, March 31.  Enjoy lunch, 
maybe browse the antique shops, and then take in the matinee of the Andrews 
Brothers. When the Andrews Sisters fail to show for a performance, the brothers who 
are stagehands take their place.  This play is a musical comedy filled with more than 25 
songs from the 1940’s and lots of laughs!  Ticket cost is $21.  Register in the church 
office by March 12.    
 

Crop Walk – April 2 
All ages are invited to meet for lunch in the fellowship hall after worship, walk to Duke 
Chapel and return through the East Campus.  See Clay Chandler for more details.   
 

Palm Sunday Hike – April 9  
Bring a bag lunch and a change of clothes with you on Palm Sunday. Meet at 12:15 
p.m. in the fellowship hall to eat, then head out for a hike along the Eno River. Hike will 
be led by Laura Webb Smith. All ages are welcome.  
 
 

mailto:esther@wattsstreet.org
mailto:diane@wattsstreet.org

