
 

 

 

 

Like all God’s creations,  
we are delighted in and cared for. 

But beyond this, God so honors us as to sing to us  
through these creations, to whisper down from the stars,  

to speak to us from the birds of the air  
and the lilies of the field. 

If God has cared for us not only to meet our need  
but to raise us up for such high communion,  

how can we possibly remain in the grip of anxiety?   
God has sent us flowers to move and lift the heart.  

 How can we be anxious when we are so made  
and so lifted and called to serve  

in the kingdom – the garden – of God?  
— Paul Simpson Duke 

  
 

 

 

FEBRUARY 19, 2017 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

FEBRUARY 19, 2017 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Canzonetta in G Major” ......................................................... Dietrich Buxtehude 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   From the rising of the sun to its setting 

People:   Blessed be the Holy One of Israel! 

Minister:   Come, let us worship and stand before the Lord in awe. 

People:   Blessed be the Holy One of Israel! 

Minister:   Come, let us enter God’s courts with praise. 

People:   Blessed be our God who is, who was, who is to come! 

*Hymn 22: “All Creatures of Our God and King” .............................. LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:   The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

love.  To our God we now turn to confess our sin. 

Confessions in Silence 

People sing: “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” ................................... MORECAMBE 

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; 

Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 

Stoop to my weakness, mighty as thou art, 

And make me love thee as I ought to love. 
___________________________________________ 

* If able, please stand.   

  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



Corporate Confession:   All-merciful tender God 

you have given birth to our world, 

conceiving and bearing all that lives and breathes. 

We come to you as your daughters and sons, 

aware of our aggression and anger, 

our drive to dominate and manipulate others. 

We ask you to forgive us, 

and by the gentle touch of your Spirit 

help us to find a renewed sense of compassion 

that we may truly live as your people 

in service to all humanity.  Amen. 
 – Janet Berry, 20th-century English churchwoman 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

People sing: “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” ................................... MORECAMBE 

Teach me to love thee as thine angels love, 

One holy passion filling all my frame; 

The baptism of the heaven descended Dove. 

My heart an altar, and thy love the flame. 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament: Isaiah 49:9b-13 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Matthew 6:19-34 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “What, Me Worry?” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 
That at all times God may raise me and lift me up.  God’s eye is upon me.   I will not sink 
for God lifts me.        — Celtic Prayer 



OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: God of light, shine your radiant holiness into our lives, that we may offer our  

hands and hearts to your work: 

People: To heal and shelter, to feed and clothe, to break every yoke and silence evil 

tongues.  Amen. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “Lord, for Thy Tender Mercies’ Sake” ................................................ John Hilton 

Lord, for Thy tender mercies’ sake, lay not our sins to our charge, but forgive that is 

past, and give us grace to amend our sinful lives, to decline from sin and incline to 

virtue, that we may walk with a perfect heart before Thee now and evermore. 

*Doxology.................................................................................................... TALLIS’ CANON 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 2: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” .................................................... HYMN TO JOY 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Passacaglia in D Minor” ....................................................... Dietrich Buxtehude 

 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 


