
 

 

 

 

The great mystery of ministry 

is that while we ourselves 

are overwhelmed by our own 

weaknesses and limitations,  

we can still be so transparent  

that the Spirit of God, 

the divine counselor, can shine through us 

and bring light to others. 
-Henri Nouwen  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 5, 2017 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

FEBRUARY 5, 2017 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

SCOUT SUNDAY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Presentation of Eagle Scout  

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Deck Thyself, My Soul, with Gladness” .................................. Johannes Brahms 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: God our deliverer, you walk with the meek and the poor, the compassionate 

and those who mourn, and you call us to walk humbly with you. 

People:   When we are foolish, be our wisdom; when we are weak, be our strength; 

that, as we learn to do justice and to love mercy, your rule may come as 

blessing. Amen. 

*Hymn 23: “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” ........................................ LAUDA ANIMA 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  Let us gather before the One who understands us as we are, yet is always ready 

to help us become all we are intended to be.  

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  God of Light, you call us into partnership, but we often choose to 

go our own way instead.  You have given us light and we have walked in the shadows 

instead.  You call us to truth while we cling to our lies.  We try to fool others and end 

up deceiving ourselves.  Come to us in our confusion, in our brokenness, when our 

efforts harm or fail your path.  Make us whole again we pray, Amen. 
___________________________________________ 

* If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament:  Isaiah 58:6-9a 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel:  Matthew 5:1-20 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Meditation:  “Freedom From and Freedom For” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 
Faith cannot be passive; it has to go forth—to assault the conscience, excite the 

imagination. Faith fans the flames of creativity altogether as much as it banks the fires of 

sin.           —William Sloane Coffin 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: God of light, shine your radiant holiness into our lives, that we may offer our  

hands and hearts to your work: 

People: To heal and shelter, to feed and clothe, to break every yoke and silence evil 

tongues.  Amen. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “If Ye Love Me” ..............................................................................Thomas Tallis 

If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, and he shall 

give you another comforter, that he may abide with you for ever, even the spirit of 

truth.  (John 14:15-17a) 

*Doxology.................................................................................................... TALLIS’ CANON 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, triune, whom we adore,  Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation to the Table and the Words of Institution 



Receiving of the Bread and the Cup 

Please remain seated to receive the bread and the cup. 

After everyone is served, we will take the bread together and likewise the cup. 

Communion Anthem: “Deck Thyself, My Soul, with Gladness” (see insert) .......J. S. Bach 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 464: “God of Grace and God of Glory” ........................................... CWM RHONDDA 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “My Faithful Heart Rejoices” ................................................... Johannes Brahms 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

 

CHURCH STAFF:  Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Interim Director of Children’s 

Music Ministries; Diane Eubanks Hill, Minister with Adults; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with 

Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, 

Custodian; Melody Zentner, Interim Director of Music Ministries 

 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 

   

 



 

COMMUNION ANTHEM 

 
Anthem: “Deck Thyself, My Soul with Gladness ............................ Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

Stanza 1 (during the Bread): 

Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness, 

Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 

Come into the daylight’s splendor, 

There with joy thy praises render 

Unto him whose grace unbounded 

Hath this wondrous banquet founded; 

High o’er all the heavens he reigneth, 

Yet to dwell with thee he deigneth. 

 

Stanza 2 (during the Cup): 

Sun, who all my life dost brighten; 

Light, who dost my soul enlighten; 

Joy, the best that any knoweth; 

Fount, whence all my being floweth: 

At Thy feet I cry, my maker, 

Let me be a fit partaker 

Of this blessed food from heaven, 

For our good, Thy glory given. 

 

Stanza 3 (after the Prayer of Thanksgiving): 

Jesus, bread of life, I pray Thee, 

Let me gladly here obey Thee; 

Never to my hurt invited, 

Be Thy love with love requited; 

From this banquet let me measure, 

Lord, how vast and deep its treasure; 

Through the gifts thou here dost give me, 

As Thy guest in heaven receive me. 

 

 

 


