
 

 

 
 
 
An old rabbi was once asked why so few 
people were finding God.  He wisely 
replied that people are not willing to 
look that low.  
        —Harvey Lois Seifert 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 29, 2017 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

JANUARY 29, 2017 

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minute for Missions: Rebound, Opportunities for Youth 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” ................................. Johann Sebastian Bach 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   Like those who gathered around Jesus on a faraway hill, long ago, 

People:   We come before you, O God, to find new meaning for our lives. 

Minister:   We long for lives that sound in harmony with your song of love.  We want to 

live with integrity and wisdom, with a spirit of truth. 

People:   Allow us to know your presence, O God, and hear your voice. 

*Hymn 15: “Rejoice, You Pure in Heart” ................................................................. MARION 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

For our congregational prayer, the bold text will be read by those seated on the piano side of 

the sanctuary.  The plain text will be read by those seated on the banner side. 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love. 

Where there is injury, pardon. 

Where there is doubt, faith. 

Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.” 
___________________________________________ 

* If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



Where there is despair, hope. 

Where there is darkness, light. 

Where there is sadness, joy. 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” 

O Divine Master, 

grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console; 

to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love. 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,  

 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward 

is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 

were before you.” 

All:   For it is in giving that we receive. 

 It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

 and it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.  Amen. 

Pastoral Prayer 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament:  Micah 6:1-8 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Epistle:  I Corinthians 1:18-31 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel:  Matthew 5:1-12 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon:  “Blessed” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 
For some reason, the most vocal Christians among us never mention the Beatitudes.  But, 
often with tears in their eyes, they demand that the Ten Commandments be posted in public 
buildings.  And of course that’s Moses, not Jesus.  I haven’t heard one of them demand that 
the Sermon on the Mount, the Beatitudes, be posted anywhere.  “Blessed are the merciful” in 
a courtroom?  “Blessed are the peacemakers” in the Pentagon?  Give me a break!    
        —Kurt Vonnegut  



Hymn 324: “Your Words to Me Are Life and Health” ........................... WINCHESTER OLD 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: God of light, shine your radiant holiness into our lives, that we may offer our  

hands and hearts to your work: 

People:  To heal and shelter, to feed and clothe, to break every yoke and silence evil 

tongues.  Amen. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “Blessed Are the Pure of Heart” ............................................Woldemar Voullaire 

Blessed are the pure of heart:  they shall see the Father.   

*Doxology ..................................................................................................... TALLIS’ CANON 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, triune, whom we adore,  Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 586: “Open My Eyes, That I May See” ............................................. OPEN MY EYES 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” .......................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

CHURCH STAFF:  Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Interim Director of Children’s 

Music Ministries; Diane Eubanks Hill, Minister with Adults; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with 

Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, 

Custodian; Melody Zentner, Interim Director of Music Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 


