
 

 

 

 

 

“It really boils down to this: that all life is 

interrelated.  We are all caught in an inescapable 

network of mutuality, tied into a single garment of 

destiny.  Whatever affects one directly, affects all 

indirectly.  We are made to live together because 

of the interrelated structure of reality.” 

—Martin Luther King, Jr.; 

A Christmas Sermon for Peace, December 24, 1967 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 15, 2017 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

JANUARY 15, 2017 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., SUNDAY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “I Call to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ” ..................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

PRAISING GOD 

Introit — St. John’s Choir 

Minister: How good and pleasant it is when brothers and sisters dwell together in 

unity.  (Psalm 133:1) 

People: They shall come from north, south, east, and west to sit at table in the 

Kingdom of God.  (Luke 13:29) 

Minister: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 

passed away; see, everything has become new!  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

People: All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and 

has given us the ministry of reconciliation.  (2 Corinthians 5:18) 

*Hymn 277: “Christians, We Have Met to Worship” ...................................... HOLY MANNA 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Combined Choirs: “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” .................................. PRECIOUS LORD 

Minister: Let us confess our sin to God who is merciful. 

Silent Prayers of Confession 

_________________________________________________________ 

*If able, please stand.    

No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   

 



Corporate Confession 

Minister:  Lord, you made the world and everything in it:  You created the human 

race of one stock and gave us the earth for our possession. 

People: Break down the walls that separate us and unite us in a single body. 

Minister:  Lord, we have been divisive in our thinking, in our speech, in our 

actions; we have classified and imprisoned one another; we have fenced 

each other out by hatred and prejudice. 

People: Break down the walls that separate us and unite us in a single body. 

Minister:  Lord, you mean us to be a single people, ruled by peace, feasting in 

freedom, freed from injustice, truly human, men and women, responsible 

and responsive in the life we lead, the love we share, the relationships we 

create. 

People: Break down the walls that separate us and unite us in a single body. 

Minister:  Lord, share among us the tongues of your Spirit, that we may each burn 

with compassion for all who hunger for freedom and humanness; that we 

may be doers of the Word and so speak with credibility about the 

wonderful things you have done. 

People: Lord, direct us in ways we do not yet discern, and equip us for the service 

of reconciliation and liberation in your world.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People sing: There’s a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea; 

  There’s a kindness in God’s justice, which is more than liberty. 

  For the love of God is broader than the measure of our mind; 

  and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 58:1-9 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading:  John 15:9-15 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “The Challenge – The Church and the Charge” 

Silence 



OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: With what shall we come before the Lord and bow ourselves before 

God on high? 

People: God has shown us what is good, and what the Lord requires of us. 

Minister: To do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God. 

(Micah 6:6,8) 

Receiving Our Gifts 

Anthem: “Agnus Dei” ...............................................................Giovanni Battista Pergolesi 

Agnus Dei, miserere nobis.  Lamb of God, have mercy upon us. 

Watts Street Chancel Choir 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures here below;  

Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

One God, triune, whom we adore.  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 86: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” ......................................................... FAITHFULNESS 

Benediction  

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “In Thee Is Gladness ” ...................................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 


