
 

 

 

 

Creator of the stars of light, break into our world.  
God of surprising love, made manifest in Jesus Christ,  

call us to courage, vision and change.  
From north, south, east and west, we arise to follow your light. 

 

 

JANUARY 8, 2017 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

JANUARY 8, 2017 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minute for Mission:  Rebound, Alternatives for Youth 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude:  “Processional” ........................................................................... William Matthias 

*PRAISING GOD 

People sing:  “Brightest and Best” .............................................................. MORNING STAR 

 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 

 Dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid. 

 Star of the east, the horizon adorning, 

 Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

Minister: Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

People: For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples. 

Minister: But the Lord will arise upon you, and God’s glory will appear over you. 

People: Nations shall come to your light, and rulers to the brightness of your dawn. 

(Isaiah 60:1-3) 

Gospel:  Matthew 2:1-12  

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

PROCESSIONAL OF LIGHT AND KINGS 

Hymn No. 172:  “We Three Kings” .......................................................... KINGS OF ORIENT 

Congregation sings stanzas 1 and 5, and all refrains. 

___________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand.   

  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



EPIPHANY STORY – Esther Soud Parker 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  O God, by the guiding of a star, you led the peoples of the earth 

to see the gift of your Son.  Lead us to your presence, where we may behold your 

glory face to face.  Forgive us when we refuse to follow the light you give.  Forgive 

us when we close our eyes to your ways of loving the world.  Forgive us when we are 

blinded by selfish concerns, and point us again to the light of your Christ.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

A Prayer for Epiphany 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Sermon:  “An Epiphany Blessing” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 
Toddler Christ, before whom wise men knelt after they had foolishly aided a tyrant who 

wanted to destroy you: make us, in the face of dangerous power, as crafty as snakes and 

as harmless as doves, so that we know when to be silent, when and how to speak, and 
when to take another road, in your name.  Amen.   —Brian Wren 

Hymn 151:  “The First Noel”...................................................................... THE FIRST NOEL 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   Source of Light, Giver of Life, satisfy our searching spirits in the One who is 

the image of your glory, the unfailing Light, the living Christ. 

People:  Grant that each day our lives may abound with this life.  May our spirits shine 

as a bright star guiding the world toward your presence. 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem:  “A Babe Is Born” (see insert) .....................................................William Mathias 

 

 

 

 

 



*Doxology (Hymn 125, stanza 2) ....................................................................... HYFRYDOL 
Born your people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king,  
Born to reign in us forever, born your gracious realm to bring. 
By your own eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone; 
By your all sufficient merit raise us to your glorious throne. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn:  “Arise, Your Light Is Come!” (see insert) ........................................ FESTAL SONG 

Sounding the Call for Mission to Host Refugees  

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude:  “Recessional” .............................................................................William Mathias 

 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
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Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, 

Custodian; Melody Zentner, Interim Director of Music Ministries 
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Arise, Your Light Is Come! 

Arise, your light is come! The spirit’s call obey. 

Show forth the glory of your God which shines on you today. 

Arise your light is come! Fling wide the prison door; 

Proclaim the captive’s liberty good tidings to the poor. 

Arise, your light is come! All you in sorrow born, 

Lift up the brokenhearted ones and comfort those who mourn. 

Arise, your light is come! The mountains burst in song! 

Rise up like eagles on the wing, God’s pow’r will make us strong. 

 

Text: Ruth C. Duck Tune: FESTAL SONG 

 

 

Anthem: “A Babe Is Born” .........................................................................William Mathias

A babe is born all of a may 

To bring salvation unto us. 

To him we sing both night and day: 

Veni creator Spiritus. 

At Bethlehem, that blessed place, 

The child of bliss now born he was; 

And him to serve God give us grace: 

O lux beata Trinitas. 

There came three kings out of the East 

To worship the King that is so free 

With gold and myrrh and frankincense: 

A solis ortus cardine. 

 

 

 

The angels came down with one cry, 

A fair song that night sung they 

In worship of that child:  

Gloria tibi, Domine! 

A babe is born all of a may 

To bring salvation unto us. 

To him we sing both night and day: 

Veni creator Spiritus. 

O lux beata Trinitas. 

Noel! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


