
THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

DECEMBER 4, 2016 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT:  PEACE 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:  The Lord be with you. 

People:     And also with you. 

Prelude:  “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” ......................................... Sigfrid Karg-Elert 

ANTICIPATING THE ADVENT OF CHRIST  

Chancel Choir:  “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” .............................................. GENEVA 

Minister:    I am sending a messenger, says the Lord, 

People:  To prepare the way before me. 

Minister: Even now, a voice is crying out: 

People:  Prepare the way of the Lord! 

*Processional Hymn 135:  “Blessed Be the God of Israel” ............................MERLE’S TUNE 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 

Reader: A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make 

the paths straight.  Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and 

hill shall be made low.  The crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 

ways made smooth.  All flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 

Light Bearer: Why do we light this candle? 

People: We light this candle to remind us of the light of peace brought by the 

Christ Child.  We wait for the coming of the Prince of Peace. 

People sing: “Now It’s Time to Light the Candle” .................................. REGENT SQUARE 

Now it’s time to light the candle, messengers prepare the way. 

Wolf and lamb lie down together; righteousness marks God’s new day. 

Light will overcome the darkness: Live the peace the Christ Child brings. 

_____________________________________________ 
*If able, please stand.  

No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices. 



 

ADVENT STORY – Esther Soud Parker 

BECOMING A PRAYING COMMUNITY 

Call to Prayer:  O God, you sent your Son Jesus to be our peace, and yet we know so 

much strife and war, in the world, in our communities, in our churches, and within 

ourselves.  Untie the knots of envy and disappointment that dwell in our hearts.  

Loosen our grasp on worldly things, that we might open our hands to holy things.  

Turn us around to you, and make us whole. 

Prayer for Peace  

Solo:  “Comfort Ye, Comfort Ye, My People” (Messiah) ................................. G.F. Handel 

David Heist, tenor 

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament:  Isaiah 2:1-5  

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Homily:  “As If People Would Beat Their Swords into Plowshares” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 
Open us to the deep yearning to share our gifts gladly and boldly; to sweat for justice, to pay 

the cost of attention, to initiate the exchange of forgiveness, to risk a new beginning free of 

past grievances, to engage with each other in the potluck of joy and to find the gifts of a larger 

love and deeper peace. — Ted Loder 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   God of peace, accept these offerings and shape us in their giving, 

People:   That they might be the expression of our hope for a new heaven and new 

earth, through Jesus the Christ. 

Receiving of Gifts 

Anthem:  “Rejoice, Ye Shining Worlds on High” ....................................... William Billings 

Rejoice, ye shining worlds on high, 

Behold the King of Glory nigh; 

Who can this King of Glory be? 

The mighty Lord, the Saviour’s he. 

Raised from the dead, he goes before, 

He opens heaven’s eternal door, 

To give his saints a blessed abode 

Near their Redeemer and their God. 



*Doxology (Hymn 125, stanza 2) ........................................................................ HYFRYDOL 

Born your people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king,  

Born to reign in us forever, born your gracious realm to bring. 

By your own eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone; 

By your all-sufficient merit raise us to your glorious throne. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

CELEBRATING HOLY COMMUNION 

Invitation to the Table and Words of Institution 

Please remain seated to receive the bread and the cup. 

After everyone is served, we will take the bread together and likewise the cup. 

The Bread and Cup 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

Invitation  

*Hymn 124:  “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” ................................................. PICARDY 

Benediction 

Postlude:  “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” ...........................................James Mansfield  

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 
 
CHURCH STAFF:  Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Interim Director of Children’s 

Music Ministries; Diane Eubanks Hill, Minister with Adults; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with 

Children and Their Families; Troy Pickens, Interim Youth Choir Coordinator; Kelly Sasser, Minister with 

Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Interim Director of Music 

Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 
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