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SAFE: Sexual Awareness and Family Empowerment Workshop 
January 6-7, 2017 

For parents, grandparents and other caregivers of children and youth 
See page 8 for details 

Service of Remembrance and Hope 
As families gather for the holidays, the tough work of 

grieving often becomes more painful.  All who grieve, 

whether the loss is recent or several years ago, are invited 

to the Service of Remembrance and Hope offered by the 

Deacons on Sunday, December 4 at 4 p.m. in the Chapel.  

This informal service includes readings, prayers, hymns, a 

meditation, and an opportunity to offer tribute to those 

whom we grieve. 

Church Office Holiday Schedule 
The church office will be closed for the week between 

Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.  Our financial 

secretary will work during that week, processing end of 

year contributions.  If you have an end of year 

contribution to make, you may put it in the mail (make 

sure it is postmarked by December 31) or bring it by the 

office.  You can use your building code and put it in the 

box labeled “Finance” in the office work room (where 

the copier is).  The ministers will be available by cell 

phone for any emergencies that arise.  The office will 

reopen January 2. 

News from the Stewardship Committee 
With a great start to our Stewardship campaign for the 

2017 year, we remain excited and hopeful for fulfilling 

our commitment to Watts Street Baptist Church and to 

live generously. The committee was incredibly blessed by 

the conversations and feedback we received from the 

congregation at the Stewardship breakfast. The great spirit 

and sense of gratitude seemed to fill the air, and how 

positive our future is as a church family. This sense of 

community was reinforced with many personal stories and 

how we work together to serve others captured our shared 

mission so well. 

We are over 60% toward our budget and would love to 

have everyone join our effort. If you still need your 

pledge card, you can find them in each pew in the 

sanctuary, you can call the church office, or you can 

pledge online at wattsstreet.org/give/pledge-card/.  

Contact Stewardship Committee co-chairs David Smith or 

David Rhoades with any questions. 

 

With the season of Advent we begin a new church year.  “Advent” comes from a Latin word meaning 

“coming” or “arrival.” The season of Advent includes the four Sundays of preparation for the 

celebration of the birth of Jesus on Christmas.  Each Sunday in worship we focus on a theme:  hope, 

peace, joy and love.  During Advent we reflect on and anticipate the coming of Christ at Christmas as 

well as the coming of Christ at the end of time.  As we wait, we are encouraged to carve out spaces of 

silence and stillness in the midst of our busy-ness in order to seek God’s Spirit within us. 

The cloth paraments in the sanctuary change to purple during Advent, an indication that we are 

expecting royalty in the coming of Jesus.  Each week we light an Advent cantle on our wreath, adding one every 

week to give a growing sense of light coming into the darkness.  On Christmas Eve, we conclude the season of 

preparation by lighting the central Christ Candle.  During worship, the youth bring in banners and the children 

process with the characters from the Nativity.  Each Sunday we tell a part of the Advent story to the children to help 

them understand the various characters of this divine drama. 

The season of Christmas begins at sundown on Christmas Eve and continues for 12 days until  

January 6, the Epiphany, which marks the coming of the Magi bringing gifts to the baby Jesus.  We 

celebrate Epiphany this year on Sunday, January 8. 

Please see the purple insert for details about the Advent – Christmas schedule at Watts Street. 

The Season of Advent 

http://wattsstreet.org/give/pledge-card/
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News Briefs 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You, Mike! 
Did you know that Mike Killam has been quietly but 

faithfully coordinating the Sound Ministry at Watts 

Street for 27 years?  In addition to working the sound 

booth most Sundays, Mike also coordinates and trains 

volunteers, sets up whatever sound equipment we need, 

and on many occasions, brings in his own sound 

equipment for us to use.  Mike is so gracious to work 

with and extremely generous with his time and talents.  

We are indeed grateful for his ministry with us!  On 

November 20, we made a special presentation to Mike 

during the morning worship service.  Whenever you see 

him, take a moment to give this behind-the-scenes 

minister some “positive feedback” and “sound 

reinforcement!” 

Library News 
Hello all! A new effort to make our church library more 

updated and useful to the congregation is underway!  If 

you have any suggestions for us, please feel free to 

share them with any members of the library team:  

Gene Downs, Tina Falker, and Cyd Reynolds. 

Children’s Holiday Books in the Library  
Check out the children’s holiday books available in the 

Watts Street library:  

 “Christmas Miniature,” by Pearl S. Buck 

 “Christmas as Stony Creek,” by Stephanie Greene, 

illustrated by Chris Sheeban 

 “The Christmas Hat,” by A.J. Wood, illustrated by 

Maggie Keen 

 “All About Rosh Hashanah,” by Judyth Groner and 

Madeline Wikler, illustrated by Bonne Gordon 

Lucas 

 “The Hat,” by Jan Brett 

 “The Shepherd,” by Helga Aichinger 

 “The Christmas Star,” by Marcus Pfister 

 “This is the Star,” by Joyce Dunbar and Gary 

Blythe 

 “The Stone: A Persian Legend of the Magi,” by 

Dianne Hofmeyer, illustrated by Judy Daly 

 “The Story of Christmas,” by Felix Hofffman 

 “A Northern Nativity,” by William Kurelek 

 “The First Christmas,” (illustrated with paintings 

from The National Gallery, London) 

Look for these books through December, on top of the 

shelf of children’s books. 

 

 

CareNotes for the Holidays  
The coming weeks are rough for people struggling with 

grief or depression.  The deacons provide a variety of 

CareNotes which you are encouraged to take home and 

read.  Check out the rack in the front foyer for 

resources such as Facing the Holidays When a Family 

Member Is Seriously Ill, Feeling Depressed at 

Christmastime and Six Tips for Coping With Grief at 

Christmas. 

Share Your Christmas 
Sign up now to sponsor a local child or family from 

Walltown or Families Moving Forward (formerly IHN) 

for Christmas this year!  Sign-up sheets are posted on 

the bulletin board leading into the fellowship hall.  

Wrapped gifts are due back to church by the end of the 

church service on Sunday, December 18.  Detailed 

instructions are available on the bulletin board, or 

contact Margaret McWilliams 

(margaret.mcwilliams@gmail.com) or April Walton 

(walton.april@gmail.com) if you have any questions. 

Love Feast Help 
Looking for a new Christmas tradition?  How about the 

annual Love Feast, behind the scenes.  Check the 

volunteer board located in the side vestibule for 

opportunities for the entire family.  Many pleasant 

memories can be created by serving or even washing 

coffee cups together.  Questions - Diana Jackson. 

WSBC Advent Reflections 
Once again, WS Adult Education Ministry has prepared 

an Advent devotional resource, written by and for WS 

members, with art work provided by our children.  

Thanks to John Burton-Crutchfield for coordinating this 

ministry, and to all adults and youth who made written 

contributions.  The booklets are available in the foyers.  

Pick up a copy for your household, or access it on line 

at www.wattsstreet.org. 

December Mission Baskets   
The mission baskets in the side foyer and the 

Fellowship Hall collect donations of food for the North 

Carolina Central University Campus Food Pantry.  

They are located on the NCCU campus to serve 

students in need.  Please help stock the pantry by 

placing donated non-perishable food items in the 

mission baskets.  Contact Bill McCraw 

(bill.mccraw@duke.edu) with any questions. 

 
 
 
 (Continued on Page 3) 

mailto:margaret.mcwilliams@gmail.com
mailto:awalton@duke.edu
mailto:bill.mccraw@duke.edu
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Advent Worship 2016  “As If….” 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

 

 

 

November  27:  Advent I 

“As If People Would Beat Their Swords into 

Plowshares” 

Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 24:26-44 

December 4:  Advent II 

“As If the Wolf Could Live with the Lamb” 

Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 3:1-12 

December 11:  Advent III 

“As If the Desert Could Blossom” 

Isaiah 35:1-10; Matthew 11:2-11 

December 18:  Advent IV 

“As If a Virgin Could Conceive” 

Isaiah 7:10-16; Matthew 1:18-25 

December 25:  Christmas Day 

“As If a Child Had Been Born” 

Isaiah 9:2-7, Luke 2:1-20 

Weekly Wednesday Night Suppers 
The supper line opens at 5:30.  Make reservations in the 

Friendship Register by the Sunday prior, or by contacting 

the church office by Monday before noon.  At 6 p.m. we 

begin community time.  Music ministry for children in 

preschool, and for those in kindergarten and first grades 

begins at 6:00 p.m.  (Please invite families with young 

choir children to the front of the food line.).  At 6:15 p.m., 

following the community time, children in 2nd – 5th 

grades go to music, youth gather for Youth Service 

Learning, and adults are invited to the following options: 

 November 30 – Advent Vespers with Dorisanne 

 December 7 – Advent Vespers with Dorisanne 

 December 14 – Children’s Christmas Pageant at  

6:00 p.m., followed by supper 

Wednesday suppers resume on January 11. 

Change in Deadline for WattsLine 
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS.  Due to the 

holidays, the deadline for the January WattsLine will be 

December 10th, not the 15th.  

Young Adult Ministry Christmas Party! 
Sunday, December 11 

7:30 p.m. at the home of Blanche and Alan Williams (4 

North Ridge Place, Durham) 

We’ll enjoy snacks and desserts and play the Gift 

Exchange game!  For details on upcoming events, visit 

www.wattsstreet.org  or contact Kelly Sasser 

(kelly@wattsstreet.org) or Blanche Williams 

(blanche.williams50@gmail.com). 

December Minute for Mission 
The December 11 Minute for Mission will be given by 

Grey and Lily Lehman.  The collection will go toward 

scholarships for students in Alegria and San Rafael, El 

Salvador.  Grey and Lily met some of the students during 

their recent Youth EL Salvador Emmanuel Experience in 

El Salvador in July 2016.  Checks should be made out to 

WSBC, with El Salvador Scholarships noted in the memo 

line. 

Out and About, December 17   
Kathy Pitman and Clarence Birkhead will host at their 

new home in Durham, 6:30 pm.  All are welcome at this 

Christmas gathering of WSBC's 

LGBTQ members and their friends.  

Bring food and drink to share. 

Questions?  Call Gordon Whitaker 

(919-918-3658). 

Meals on Wheels Day  
The WSBC Missions Committee and Senior Adult 

Coordinating Council announce another opportunity to 

help assemble and pack meals at Meals on Wheels of 

Durham.  The next MOW event is Tuesday, January 27, 

from 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  All ages are welcome to 

participate.  We will car pool at 8:00 a.m. from the Urban 

Avenue parking lot to the MOW facility at 2522 Ross 

Road.  Please RSVP to Bob Kruhm (rkruhm@nc.rr.com) 

or call the church office to sign-up. 

January 28 Soup Suppers, 5:00 p.m. 
Time to connect with your Watts Street friends in homes 

of members at 5:00 p.m., or in the church 

fellowship hall at noon.  Mark your 

calendars and watch for details.  If you’d 

like to host a Soup Supper in your home, 

or assist in another home, please contact 

Charlotte Lundy (ctuffin0205@gmail.com). 

All Ages Beach Retreat:   

Mark Your Calendars Now! 

The 2017 All Ages Beach Retreat is set for April 28, 29 

and 30 at Ft. Caswell on the coast of NC.  Mark your 

calendars now and plan to be a part of this event.  

Director of Music Ministries 
WSBC seeks a part-time Director of Music Ministries.  

Details and application procedures are on our web site 

under Welcome / About Us / Careers.   

News Briefs (Continued from Page 2) 

http://www.wattsstreet.org
mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
mailto:blanche.williams50@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Sherrill/OneDrive%20-%20Watts%20Street%20Baptist%20Church/Mary/WattsLine%20Articles/2016/rkruhm@nc.rr.com
mailto:ctuffin0205@gmail.com
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Sunday Ministry Volunteers 
December 4 

Greeters: Emily Joiner, Rebeca Olmedo 

Ushers: Sam Beasley, Robert Berry, Joe Gary,  

Bob Hellwig, Ann Stickel 

Ministry Coordinator: Hope Durack 

Nursery: Dawn Eberhard, Shanessa Pride, Barbara Rumer 

Toddlers: Georgia Chotas, Ashlee Crews, Karen Barber 

Preschool II: Emma Hitchings, Carolyn Lamere, Open 

Preschool III: Maggie Chotas, Judi Powell, Nick Chotas 

Lock up: Tim Cline 

Sound System: Logan Wilkins 

December 11 

Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Juliana Caldwell 

Ushers: Sam Beasley, Robert Berry, Joe Gary,  

Steve Ross, Alan Williams 

Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins 

Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Ginny Wiggins, Kacey Reynolds 

Schedler 

Toddlers: Brian or Jenny Barrier, Emily Joiner, Kate Patillo 

Preschool II: Billy Price, Max Husack, Open 

Preschool III: Ted McDaniel, Scott Job, Philip Patillo 

Lock up: Ken Rhoads 

Sound System: Evelyn Ritz 

December 18 
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson 

Ushers: Sam Beasley, Robert Berry, Maggie Chotas,  

Bob Hellwig, Steve Ross 

Ministry Coordinator: Amy Armstrong 

Nursery: Shanessa Pride, John Rublein, Anne Drennan 

Toddlers: Wanda Burton-Crutchfield, Amie Gray Koch,  

Evelyn Ritz 

Preschool II: Brian Crews, Joe Heflin, Joy Turner 

Preschool III: Emily McCoy, Elizabeth Sasser, Henry Mitchell 

Lock up: John Paces-Wiles 

Sound System: David Tatum 

December 25 

Greeters: David Goodman, Lisa & David Rhoades 

Ushers: Sam Beasley, Robert Berry, Rob Damman,  

Ann Stickel, Alan Williams 

Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 

Nursery: Anne Claire Broughton, Emily Holloway, Shanessa 

Pride, Amy Sauls 

Toddlers: Kristi Giemza, Hannah Sauls, Open 

Preschool II: Matt Hanchey, Allyn Meredith, Sarah Hanchey 

Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Aria Oliver, Open 

Lock up: Mack Wilkins 

Sound System: Eva Irmy 

Contributing to the Culture of Peace 

Our sister church, Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel, in San 

Salvador, El Salvador, has invited us to help fund a new 

“Culture of Peace” initiative.  “Bible Schools of Peace 

2016” will take place at IBE’s Mission Centers where our 

youth and adults worked this past summer:  San Rafael, 

Alegría, Eben-Ezer, and San Salvador. 

We have chosen to fund two Bible Schools of Peace with 

$2030 from the Sojourner’s Fund.  This will help provide 

an experience of Bible teachings and peacemaking for 

950 children of El Salvador, violence prevention activities 

for 12 low-income communities, theological training for 

100 young local students, leadership development for 

participating missions, a network of communication 

between young people of the missions and communities 

involved. 

What an honor it is to be a part of this work!  The young 

people of El Salvador are so desperate for not only peace 

in their country, but peace that only our God can 

give!  The dates of the staff training are November 18-19. 

Let us pray for the leaders and participants in “Bible 

Schools of Peace 2016” during their student vacation 

period, November 28 - December 9, 2016.  God will 

certainly bless these sowers of peace and we can celebrate 

together as the seeds grow to harvest! 

 

Denominational Relations Committee 
Our Baptist Denominational Partners—And Yours 

Are you seeking more direct connections with our Baptist 

brothers and sisters?  Watts Street is affiliated with 3 

Baptist bodies, and you can be, too.  Any of these would 

welcome your individual involvement and support.   

National groups: 

 Alliance of Baptists  http://allianceofbaptists.org/Home 

 American Baptist Churches  http://www.abc-usa.org/ 

 Cooperative Baptist Fellowship  http://www.cbf.net/ 

State/regional chapters: 

 ABC of the South  https://www.abcots.org/index.html 

 CBF of North Carolina  http://www.cbfnc.org/ 

“Blanket of Love” 
Stop by the fellowship hall sometime to see the artwork 

of dreams—“A Blanket of Love for a Chilly World”—

from our children’s Congregational Conversations on 

Sunday, November 13.  

Church Council is 

collecting the notes from 

all of the conversations and 

making plans for our next 

steps.  Thanks to everyone 

for participating.  It was a 

good day to be together as 

the church. 

http://allianceofbaptists.org/Home
http://www.abc-usa.org/
http://www.cbf.net/
https://www.abcots.org/index.html
http://www.cbfnc.org/
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Calendar  
 
Saturday, December 3 
 8:30 a.m. Adult Teacher Appreciation Brunch at Diane 

Eubank Hill’s Home 
Sunday, December 4—Advent II  
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
 11:00 a.m. Worship–Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 12:00 p.m. WSBC Shopping Day at OWM 
 4:00 p.m. Service of Remembrance and Hope 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group 
Monday, December 5 
 12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 2:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, December 6 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 6:30 p.m. Children’s Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Building & Grounds Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Missions Committee 
Wednesday, December 7 
 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee: Holiday Inn 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
 6:15 p.m. Adults: Advent Vespers 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, December 8 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
 7:00 p.m. Information Technology Committee 
Saturday, December 10 
 8:00 a.m. Watts Street Garden Club 
 9:30 a.m. Children’s Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
Sunday, December 11-Advent III  
 9:00 a.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal  
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
 11:00 a.m. Worship–Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Worship and Music Committee 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group 
 7:30 p.m. Young Adult Ministry Christmas Party at 

Williams home 
Monday, December 12 
 12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 2:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 6:00 p.m. Personnel Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Faith Stretchers 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, December 13 
 9:30 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 12:00 p.m. Adult Christmas Luncheon 
 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee 
Wednesday, December 14 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Christmas Pageant 
 6:30 p.m. Supper 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Friday, December 16 
 5:00 p.m. BSA “Lock-In” 
 7:00 p.m. Youth Christmas Party at Branscom / Heflin 

Home 
Saturday, December 17 
 6:30 p.m. Out & About at Birkhead / Pitman home 
Sunday, December 18-Advent IV  
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship–Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 3:00 p.m. Youth Christmas Caroling 
Monday, December 19 
 12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Peace & Reconciliation Mission Group 
 7:00 p.m. Treasurers 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, December 20 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 12:00 p.m. Book Club at Diane Eubanks Hill’s home 
Wednesday, December 21 
   No supper 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Saturday, December 24 
 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 6:00 p.m. Lovefeast 
Sunday, December 25—Christmas Day 
 11:00 a.m. Worship–Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
  No Sunday School 
Monday, December 26 
HOLIDAY—Church Office Closed 
 7:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee  
Tuesday, December 27 
HOLIDAY—Church Office Closed 
Wednesday, December 28 
HOLIDAY—Church Office Closed 
Thursday, December 29 
HOLIDAY—Church Office Closed 
Friday, December 30 
HOLIDAY—Church Office Closed 
Sunday, January 1 
 11:00 a.m. Worship–Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
  No Sunday School 
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Annual Christmas Lunch – Tuesday, 
December 13   
WSBC Fellowship 

Hall, 12 noon 

 Catered by 

Bullock’s 

 Plenty of parking 

 Lots of room for all 

who want to come 

 Great food, and… 

 We can sing as loudly as we wish! 

Enjoy a buffet of barbecue, fried chicken, vegetables, 

plus homemade desserts.  We’ll also enjoy music 

offered by our guests, Rusty Pipes, a band from 

Croasdaile.  What fun!! 

To reserve your spot, bring a check for $10 to the 

church office by Sunday, December 4. 

Teacher Appreciation Brunch:   
December 3 
Thanks to the Teachers of Adults!  Because we are 

grateful for you, and for your faithful ministry of 

teaching with WS adults, the Adult Education 

Committee invites you and your family to the annual 

Teacher Appreciation Brunch on Saturday, December 3, 

8:30 – 10:00 a.m., at the home of Diane Eubanks Hill.  

So that the Committee can plan the menu, please let 

Diane know of your plans regarding this event 

(diane@wattsstreet.org, 919-636-0135). 

Noon Book Club:  December 20  
The WS Noon Book Club meets on the third Tuesday of 

each month.  Emily McCoy serves as coordinator.  In 

December, the group will meet for lunch at the home of 

Diane Eubanks Hill at noon.  Lunch will be followed by 

a discussion of A Man Called Ove.  Newcomers are 

welcome.  Please respond to Emily McCoy (919-489-

0483, emccoy@nc.rr.com) if you plan to attend. 

Small Group Opportunities for Adults  
Faith Stretchers – This reading and discussion group 

meets on the second Monday of each month from 7:00 

p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in room 104-B.  Our conversations are 

based on a book selected by the group.  It is our hope 

that each book we read together will encourage spiritual 

growth and community.  New members are welcome!  

Contact Debra Freeman 

(debra_cole_freeman@hotmail.com). 

Other Ongoing ‘Drop-in’ Groups for 
Adults 
Several ongoing groups are offered for Watts Street 

adults.  You may drop in on any of these groups at any 

time. 

 Men’s Breakfast gathers on Thursday, December 8, 

7:15 a.m., Elmo’s Diner.  See Dick Chorley 

(rchorley@nc.rr.com, 919-286-1645) with 

questions. 

 The Art of Aging Gracefully, an ongoing 

conversation about the gifts and challenges of aging, 

gathers Thursdays, December 8, 10:30 a.m., room 

104-A.  Participants have opportunity to tell their 

stories and to hear the stories of others.  David May 

(919-493-2289) serves as coordinator.  

 Movie Matinees 

First Wednesday Movie Matinees continue, offered 

by the Senior Adult Coordinating 

Council, and open to all in room 102 

at 1:00 p.m.  Enjoy the movie, along 

with popcorn and soda, as well as 

time with your friends!  On December 

7, Holiday Inn. 

Adult Ministry News 

 

 

 
 

We invite you to celebrate WS seniors 

Who have achieved the age of 90 or beyond! 

Augusta Kirkland turns 96 on December 10.  Her address is 2208 Wilson Street, 27705 

Gene Johnson turns 92 on January 1.  His address is A-347, 2600 Croasdaile Farm Pkwy., 27705 

Birthday Wishes 

mailto:emccoy@nc.rr.com
mailto:debra_col_freeman@hotmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Sherrill/OneDrive%20-%20Watts%20Street%20Baptist%20Church/Mary/WattsLine%20Articles/2016/rchorley@nc.rr.com
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Children’s Ministry News 

Hanging of the Greens 
On November 27, you are invited to our all ages Hanging 

of the Greens. Children make Christmas crafts and 

decorate the fellowship hall Christmas tree beginning at 

4:30 p.m.  (Children 5 and under should bring a parent.)  

Supper is at 5:00 p.m. and afterwards children continue 

with crafts until it’s time to gather in the sanctuary for 

the Blessing of the Decorated Sanctuary.  For more 

information or to volunteer to help at a craft table for this 

event, please contact Wanda Burton-Crutchfield or 

Esther Soud Parker. 

Children Leading Worship during Advent 
During Advent, children have a 

special role in our worship services.  

Elementary age children carry in 

the light and different pieces of the 

crèche each week.  If your child 

would like to participate please 

contact Esther.  

Children’s Advent Calendars 
Children’s Advent Calendars are available in the foyer, 

narthex and on the children’s table in the preschool hall.  

Please take one per family.  

The Christmas Story 
Children present “The Christmas Story” on December 14 

at 6:00 p.m.  All children, age nursery to fifth grades, are 

invited to participate in a variety of ways including 

announcing the birth of Jesus, walking to Bethlehem, 

singing Christmas music, bringing gifts to the baby Jesus, 

and more. Dress Rehearsal is Saturday, December 10 at 

9:30 a.m.  We look forward to watching the story unfold 

through the eyes of our children.   Contact Esther Soud 

Parker for more information.  

Children’s Mission Offering Challenge Update 
On Children’s Sabbath, 1st – 5th graders received $10 

from the Missions Committee along with information 

about the Mission Offering Challenge:   

I used the $10 for UNICEF; an organization that helps 

kids. I also donated some of my money to UNICEF.  - 

Avery Houser 

Dear Church, I decided to donate the $10 to UNICEF 

because I think it is really important for people to 

prevent diseases. UNICEF is an organization that helps 

children and gives them vaccinations.  Sincerely, Luke 

Houser 

I helped 110 people eat in the Harris Teeter Harvest 

Feast!  It goes to local food banks. - Eli Viverette 

I decided to send 11 dollars to Duke lemur center so they 

could give to Madagascar so they wouldn't eat lemurs.  I 

added 1 dollar of my own.  Thank you so much for the 10 

dollars.  Caden Smith 

Dear Mrs. Esther, I used my mission money to buy a 

flock of chicks.  We sent the money to Heifer 

International.  I requested that the chicks be sent to 

Ecuador, Peru, Thailand or India.  There people are very 

poor and need help.  When the chicks grow up the 

chickens will lay eggs.  Thank you for giving me the 

mission money.  Love, Lily Snell 

SAFE: Sexual Awareness and Family 
Empowerment - Keeping our Children Safe 
The Children’s Education Committee is hosting a SAFE 

workshop January 6-7, 2017.  Leading the event is 

LeAnn Gardner, a licensed clinical social worker and 

ordained minister guiding moderate and progressive 

Christians to consider the best ways to talk with their 

children about the difficult topic of sex. LeAnn 

empowers caregivers to equip children with knowledge 

they need to know about sex and ways to keep them 

safe.  She encourages parents to recognize this is not a 

topic to save up for one “conversation”, but should be 

part of a larger ongoing conversation helping children 

know their safety is important and the adults in their lives 

are willing to have the difficult conversations with 

them.  We invite parents, grandparents, and other 

caregivers of children, birth to 8th grade to attend the 

event.  Dinner is provided on Friday evening, breakfast 

and lunch on Saturday.  Cost is $15.00.  For childcare 

reservations contact Esther Soud Parker.    

CBFNC Children’s Mission Day  
In November, ten children and three chaperones had a 

wonderful day at the CBFNC Children’s Mission Day in 

Zebulon.   With our theme verse, “As you go....disciple 

people in all nations” from Matthew 28:19, we focused 

on what it means to be the presence of Christ at school, at 

play, at home and with our neighbors.   For our mission 

offering we donated canned food to help with Hurricane 

Matthew relief.  Special thanks to our awesome 

chaperones, Emily McCoy and Jane Webb! 

Save the Date 
December 10  Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 

December 14  Children’s Christmas Pageant 

January 6-7 SAFE Workshop 

March 4-5   Children’s Spring Retreat (2nd-5th  

     graders) 

July 9-12     PASSPORTKids! Spartanburg, SC 

Sept. 15-17  Fall Retreat- Camp Willow Run  

A more detailed 2016 Children’s Ministry Calendar is 

online at www.wattsstreet.org. 

C:/Users/Sherrill/Documents/Adobe
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Youth Ministry News 
 
 
Celebrating the WSBC Fall Bazaar and 
Church Yard Sale! 
The Fall Bazaar and Church Yard Sale was a grand 

success!  We raised over $9,800 (and counting!) for our 

2017 Youth Summer Mission Experiences, the Good 

Shepherd Window, and Hurricane Matthew Flood Relief.  

Hooray, hooray, and thanks be to God for a generous 

church family and community! 

Very special thanks to: 

 Judy Berry and Ginny Wiggins and the Sewing 

Circle for their leadership with the Bazaar 

 Debra Freeman, Deanna Branscom, and Nancy 

Lehman for their leadership in the Kitchen 

 Kris Arges and Steve Ritz for their leadership with 

the Yard Sale 

 Maggie Chotas and Jim Arges for their leadership 

with advertising and communications 

 Jim Arges, Nathan Rumer, and Dick Chorley for 

making several pick-ups and deliveries 

 EVERYONE who sorted, priced, donated items, 

volunteered, or stayed to the end to clean up.  Way 

to go!!! 

Thanks and Celebrations  
 On October 30, our savvy Scavenger Hunters were 

able to retrieve all 25 of the Red October “eggs” 

and completed some other wacky challenges along 

the way (skydiving, Kung Fu Fighting, Car Pool 

Karaoke, filming scary movie trailers, Best 

Wedding Day EVER, etc.…you know, all in a 

typical day’s work!).  Congratulations to “Stranger 

Danger” (Stephen LaCorte, Corey Lyons, Kyle 

Nichols, Jack Sendlinger, and Chris Husack), who 

edged “Life and Death” in overtime.  Strong 

showings were also contributed by “The All-

Stars”, “The Blindside”, and “Banana Joe”.  Our 

costume contest winners included The Three Blind 

Mice, Joe “Hot Sauce” Heflin, and Grey “Classic 

Cowboy” Lehman.  And very special thanks to our 

adult helpers/excellent sports: Chris Husack, James 

LaCorte, Greg Old, Luke Oliver, Elissa Rumer, 

Logan Wilkins, and our “Celebrity Guest Judge”, 

George Nickolopoulos! 

 After all the hard work at the Bazaar, the Bonfire at 

the Lutz Farm on November 6 was just what the 

doctor ordered!  We had a perfect fall night and 

enjoyed lots of volleyball, corn hole, delicious 

food, songs around the campfire, and a quick round 

of Werewolf.  Very special thanks to Erin and 

Worth Lutz for hosting us and to Dowell and Mary 

Ann Godwin for bringing their famous chicken-n-

dumplings! 

 We had a terrific team of youth and adults 

participate in the Stop Hunger Now event at 

Triangle Presbyterian on November 12.  Joining 

with around 500 other volunteers, we helped 

package over 76,000 meals for people in Haiti and 

Zambia. 

Youth Service/Learning at the Diaper 
Bank 
Wednesday, November 30 

Help wrap and prepare diapers for distribution through 

this amazing ministry!  Meet at church at 5:15 p.m. and 

we’ll return by 7:45 p.m.  Pizza supper included! 

Youth Christmas Party! 
Friday, December 16 

7:00-9:00 p.m. at the Branscom/Heflin home 

What to bring: 

 Wrapped gift for the exchange game (in the $5 

range and something people might actually WANT 

to take home!) 

 A dish for the potluck  

 Donations for the CWS Refugee Bucket Brigade 

(check your email for wish list) 

Youth Group and Friends Christmas 
Caroling at Croasdaile 
Sunday, December 18 

Attire: Festive Casual! 

Meet at the church at 3:00 p.m. and we’ll return by 7:00 

p.m.  Be sure to bring money for holiday pancakes at 

IHOP after caroling!  Youth, if you’d like to bring an 

instrument and share a Christmas carol, please let Kelly 

know.  Parents, if you’d be willing to be a driver for this 

event, please let Kelly know. 

Youth and Parents Potluck and Winter 
Symposium 
Sunday, January 8 

5:00-7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall 

Bring a covered dish and join us as we kick off the new 

semester with food, fellowship, and information about 

upcoming youth events.   

Deposits due for 2017 Youth Winter 
Retreat 
January 27-29 

Blowing Rock Conference Center 

Saturday night skiing at Appalachian Ski Mountain 

$40 deposits due Sunday, December 4 
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Dear Advent,  

Thank you for being right around the corner.  We need you right now.  You may have heard that there’s been a good 

bit of turmoil around our country.  There’s a lot to sort out these days—about how we’re going to treat one another, 

about what policies may be on the horizon that could be harmful to those on the margins, about what our role as the 

church needs to be in the midst of it all.  So thank you for some space to sit a little with all of this. I always 

appreciate how you give space to acknowledge that all is not well, how your language weaves longing and 

wondering into each day.  That discipline feels extra helpful this year—life-giving in a paradoxical way.   

 

It will feel right in these coming Sundays to wrestle with that in-between place of the already and the not yet. It will 

be important to have the space to wonder what it means to wait for what already is truth, but truth we don’t yet fully 

experience.  So thank you for a place to name pain.  Thank you for a place to wrestle with it all.  Thank you for a 

place to say “Save us.”   

 

And thank you for giving us a place to talk about hope and peace and joy and love—not in a sugary denial kind of 

stance, but with feet firmly planted in what is real.  Your deep colors and minor keys, the ragged edges of your 

prophets and the deep beauty of your poetry all will be welcome companions this season.  

 

Finally, thank you for reminding us that faith is not an escape, but a way through.  I’m looking forward to spending 

some time with you. 

 

Love, 

Dorisanne 

                    Dorisanne Cooper 

 

 

 

To receive 2016 tax credit, please make sure all contributions are hand delivered to the 

church office or are postmarked by December 31. 
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2016 –2017 Advent—Christmas—Epiphany at Watts Street 

Watts Street Advent Events 
November 27:  Advent I – Hope 

Hanging of the Greens  

November 30:  Advent Vespers 

December 4:  Advent II – Peace 

Service of Remembrance and Hope 

December 7:  Advent Vespers 

December 11:  Advent III – Joy 

December 13:  Adult Christmas Lunch  

December 14:  Children’s Christmas Pageant 

December 18:  Advent IV – Love 

Youth Christmas Caroling at Croasdaile 

December 24:  4:00 p.m. – Christmas Eve Service 

  6:00 p.m. – Love Feast  

December 25:  Worship at 11:00 a.m., no Sunday School  

January 1:  Worship at 11:00 a.m., no Sunday School 

January 8:  Celebration of Epiphany in worship 

January 11:  Wednesday suppers resume with Ron’s Band 
 

Devotional Resource for Adults 
Advent – Christmas – Epiphany Meditations, offered by 

WSBC’s Adult Ministries, are available in the foyers and at 

www.wattsstreet.org on the Adult Ministries page.  All 

contributions are by WS church family members, children 

through senior adults.  You are encouraged to use this 

resource to deepen your faith during the coming seasons. 
 

Hanging of the Greens 
On Advent I, November 27, we celebrate with an all ages 

Hanging of the Greens from 5:00 – 7:00 

p.m.  Children are encouraged to come at 4:30 

p.m. to begin work on their crafts.  After a light 

supper, youth and adults decorate the sanctuary, 

including the Chrismon tree.  Children make 

Christmas crafts.  Children 5 and under should 

bring a parent.  The evening concludes as we 

gather in the sanctuary for a Blessing of the Decorated 

Sanctuary.  For more information or to volunteer to help at a 

craft table for this event, please contact Wanda Burton-

Crutchfield or Esther Soud Parker. 
 

Advent Vespers 
“Vespers” is the name the church has traditionally given to the 

time of gathering for evening prayer.  On two Wednesday 

evenings during Advent we will pause at 6:15 p.m. in the 

Chapel to quiet our spirits, minds, and bodies.  Dorisanne will 

lead this time of music, poetry, and spoken and silent prayers 

as we seek more fully to embrace the season of anticipation 

and hope.   
 

Share your Christmas 
Wrapped gifts are due by the end of worship on December 18.  

See page 2 in the WattsLine complete details 

One World Market WSBC Shopping Day 
Support one of our local Mission Partners and Fair Trade by 

attending WSBC Shopping Day on Sunday, December 4, 12 

noon to 5:00 p.m.  Enjoy cookies, juice, and freshly brewed 

fair trade coffee while you check off some Christmas list 

shopping!  For more information contact Paula Januzzi-

Godfrey (januzzip@gmail.com, 919-724-5231). 
 

Service of Remembrance and Hope 
As families gather for the holidays, the tough work of grieving 

often becomes more painful.  All who grieve, whether the loss 

is recent or several years ago, are encouraged to attend the 

Service of Remembrance and Hope offered by the Deacons on 

Sunday, December 4, at 4 p.m. in the Chapel.  This informal 

service includes readings, prayers, hymns, and an opportunity 

to offer tribute to those whom we grieve. 
 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Our children present The Christmas Story on Wednesday, 

December 14 at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  Join us to 

experience the wonder of the birth of Jesus through the eyes 

of our children.  Contact Esther Soud Parker for more 

information.  Please make reservations for the supper which 

follows. 
  

Christmas Eve at Watts Street 
On this joyful day we gather to light the Christ Candle, and to 

celebrate once again the birth of Jesus.  

 The Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

is at 4:00 p.m.  During this brief service 

we hear the Gospel story of the birth of 

Jesus and enjoy familiar carols.  The 

service concludes with the lighting of 

our individual candles from the Christ 

Candle.   

 The Moravian Lovefeast is at 6:00 p.m.  During this service, 

we hear the Gospel story of the 

birth of Jesus, sing familiar 

carols led by the Chancel Choir, 

organ, and brass, and enjoy the 

traditional Moravian buns and 

coffee.  At the conclusion of this 

service, we raise our individual 

candles as we sing Joy to the 

World.  The Lovefeast is a gift from Watts Street Baptist 

Church to the community.  Please note that no seats will be 

saved after 5:30 p.m. 

At the conclusion of both services, collection plates near the 

sanctuary doors will receive a love offering for Families 

Moving Forward.  
  

. 

http://www.wattsstreet.org
mailto:januzzip@gmail.com

