
 

The lostness of the elder son is much harder [than that of the 
prodigal son] to identify.  After all, he did all the right things.  
He was obedient, dutiful, law-abiding, and hardworking.  But 
when confronted by his father’s joy at the return of his younger 
brother, a dark power erupts in him and boils to the surface. 

It is not surprising that, in his anger, the elder son complains 
to the father: “…you never offered so much as a kid for me to 
celebrate with my friends.  But, for this son of yours, when he 
comes back after swallowing up your property, you kill the 
calf we had been fattening.”  Here I see how lost the elder son 
is. 

The return of the elder son is becoming as important to me as 
the return of the younger son.  How will the elder son look 
when he is free from his complaints, free from his anger, 
resentments, and jealousies?  Because the parable tells us 
nothing about the response of the elder son, we are left with 
the choice of listening to the Father or of remaining 
imprisoned in our self-rejection. 

The whole parable was told by Jesus and painted by 
Rembrandt for my conversion. 

 

Henri Nouwen, The Return of the Prodigal Son 
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THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude:  “Jesu, meine Freude” ........................................................ Johann Sebastian Bach 

*PRAISING GOD 

People sing:  “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” ..................................... CWM RHONDDA 

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, Pilgrim through this barren land; 

I am weak, but thou art mighty; Hold me with thy powerful hand; 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, Feed me till I want no more,  

Feed me till I want no more. 

Minister:   Where can I go from your Spirit?  Or where can I flee from your presence? 

People:   If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 

Minister:   If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 

People:   Even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast.    

        (Psalm 139: 7-10, NRSV) 

Hymn No. 633:  “Lead On, O Cloud of Presence” .......................................... LANCASHIRE 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:   Let us offer our hearts and minds to God.   

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

___________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand.   

   No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices. 

 



Corporate Confession:  O God, in our depths we sense how separated we are from your 

life.  You offer mercy.  We run the other way.  You offer forgiveness.  We hug our 

guilt close to us.  You offer acceptance.  We insist that you won’t understand us.  You 

offer new life.  We cling to the old.  You love us with an everlasting love.  We cannot 

believe your grace.  We confess our sins, O God. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Epistle:  II Corinthians 5:16-21 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel:  Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon:  “God and Consequences” - Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 
To forgive another person from the heart is an act of liberation.  We set that person free 
from the negative bonds that exist between us.  We say, “I no longer hold your offense 
against you.”  But there is more.  We also free ourselves from the burden of being the 
“offended one.”  As long as we do not forgive those who have wounded us, we carry them 
with us or, worse, pull them as a heavy load.  The great temptation is to cling in anger to 
our enemies and then define ourselves as being offended and wounded by them.  
Forgiveness, therefore, liberates not only the other but also ourselves.  It is the way to the 
freedom of the children of God.   —Henri Nouwen 

Hymn 73:  “There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy” ........................................... WELLESLEY 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   Faith walks hand in hand with serving, and love expresses itself in giving. 

People:   May we be faithful in our serving, and loving in our giving. 

Receiving Gifts 



Anthem:  Jesu, meine Freude” (text and translation, see insert) ..... Johann Sebastian Bach 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Affirming the WSBC Covenant (see insert) 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 86:  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” ....................................................... FAITHFULNESS 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Jesu, meine Freude” ................................................... Johann Gottfried Walther 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

CHURCH STAFF:  Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Interim Director of Children’s 

Music Ministries; Diane Eubanks Hill, Minister with Adults; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with 

Children and Their Families; Troy Pickens, Interim Youth Choir Coordinator; Kelly Sasser, Minister with 

Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Interim Director of Music 

Ministries 
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JESU, MEINE FREUDE 

Anthem:  Jesu, meine Freude” ......................................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

1 Jesu, meine Freude, 

Meines Herzens Weide, 
Jesu, meine Zier: 

Ach wie lang, ach lange 

Ist dem Herzen bange 
Und verlangt nach dir! 

Gottes Lamm, mein Bräutigam, 
Außer dir soll mir auf Erden 

Nichts sonst Liebers werden. 

Jesus, my sweet pleasure, 

Perfect joyful leisure, 

Jewel bright and true: 

How my heart has fretted. 

My desire so whetted, 

Longing after you! 

Lamb of God, my own betrothed, 

Nothing in this life so moves me, 

Holds me gently, soothes me. 

2 Unter deinem Schirmen 

Bin ich vor den Stürmen 
Aller Feinde frei. 

Laß den Satan wittern, 

Laß den Feind erbittern, 
Mir steht Jesus bei. 

Ob es itzt gleich kracht und blitzt, 
Ob gleich Sünd und Hölle schrecken: 

Jesus will mich decken. 

You provide my refuge 

From the driving deluge 

Of the devil’s band. 

Let the tempter trail me, 

Enemies assail me, 

Jesus is at hand! 

When the rain of fear and pain, 

When the storms of hell beset me, 

Jesus will protect me. 

3 Weg mit allen Schätzen! 

Du bist mein Ergötzen, 
Jesu, meine Lust ! 

Weg ihr eitlen Ehren, 

Ich mag euch nicht hören, 
Bleibt mir unbewusst! 

Elend, Not, Kreuz, Schmach und Tod 
Soll mich, ob ich viel muss leiden, 

Nicht von Jesu scheiden. 

Gone with brazen treasure! 

You are all my pleasure, 

Jesus, all my own. 

Gone, farewell to glory! 

I shall not be sorry 

To remain unknown. 

Troubles, pain, cross, death, or shame, 

From his side they cannot force me 

Nor from him divorce me. 

4 Weicht, ihr Trauergeister, 

Denn mein Freudenmeister, 
Jesus, tritt herein. 

Denen, die Gott lieben, 

Muß auch ihr Betrüben 
Lauter Zucker sein. 

Duld ich schon hier Spott und Hohn, 

Dennoch bleibst du auch im Leide, 
Jesu, meine Freude. 

Quiet, fears and sadness, 

For the Lord of gladness, 

Jesus enters in. 

Sickness, death, and mourning, 

Love of God transforming, 
Gives sweet peace within. 

I have borne this worldly scorn, 

Yet in grief I find my treasure, 

Jesus, perfect pleasure. 



The WSBC Covenant 

Having been called by God and led by the Holy Spirit to confess Jesus Christ as Lord, 

and having been baptized into the Church gathered in this place and throughout the 

world, we enter into covenant with God and with one another.  We promise: 

 to worship together, witnessing to God’s redemptive and sustaining grace; 

 to seek to grow in the knowledge of God revealed in Jesus and in our own 

personal experience; 

 to study the Bible and to pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit in applying its 

teachings to our lives; 

 to instruct others in the Christian faith and in our Baptist heritage; 

 to teach the children among us by word and example that in obedience to God 

they will find life’s highest purpose and richest meanings; 

 to love one another, being slow to judge and quick to forgive; 

 to celebrate different views and gifts among us, confident that we are one body in 

Christ; 

 to minister to one another with compassion, sharing both joys and sorrows; 

 to contribute time, money, and abilities to the Church’s ministry; 

 to proclaim the gospel to those who do not know Jesus as savior; 

 to embody God’s forgiveness in all our relationships, both at home and at work; 

 to promote peace and justice wherever we touch other lives; 

 to support the mission of the Church by feeding, housing, and befriending the 

needy; 

 to seek the kingdom of God on earth, knowing that nothing can separate us from 

God’s love. 

We enter into this covenant freely, promising to abide by its claims on our lives and to 

renew it regularly with one another before God. 

 


