
 July 22-28, sixteen senior high 

youth and adults from Watts Street 

spent a week in El Salvador with our 

sister church, Iglesia Bautista 

Emmanuel (IBE).  The trip was 

packed from start to finish with 

powerful, life-changing experiences.  

 The first day, we visited several 

sites related to Oscar Romero, met 

with leaders of three of Emmanuel’s 

ministries with youth (their church 

youth group, their Peacemakers 

program at Emmanuel School, and 

one of their youth centers, Cal Pipil), 

and participated in a youth vigil that 

lasted four hours (and we liked it!).  

 On Sunday, we worshipped with 

brothers and sisters in Christ at 

Emmanuel.  We enjoyed sharing a 

few of our youth group songs, 

presenting a letter of greeting from 

Dorisanne, and receiving cards from 

children at IBE for children at 

WSBC.  To our surprise, a picture 

was shown on the screen of the 

communion table at Watts Street, 

which had been decorated with 

crosses and other items from El 

Salvador that very day.  The service 

concluded with the youth from IBE 

and WSBC blessed and anointed 

with oil.  

  That afternoon, we joined the 

youth from IBE for a bus ride up to a 

community in San Rafael, where 
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IBE has a youth center.  Fifty to sixty 

children and youth showed up for a 

“Sports Day”, which included relays, 

soccer, jump rope, children’s games, 

snacks, and devotions.  It was 

amazing to see how effortlessly the 

three groups of youth (WSBC, IBE, 

and San Rafael) blended together. 

There were lots of songs, laughs, and 

of course, “selfies”, on the bus ride 

home.     

 On Monday and Tuesday, we 

started each day at Emmanuel 

School.  We visited various classes 

and practiced conversational English 

and Spanish.  We also learned about 

the incredibly inspiring Peacemakers 

program at the school where students 

assist with mediating conflict and 

practicing “La Cultura de Paz” (the 

Culture of Peace).  In a country that 

leads the world in violence (outside 

of countries actively involved in war), 

this is critically important work.  In 

fact, promoting “La Clutura de Paz” 

is the central work of the school and 

of all of IBE’s efforts with youth right 

now.  We were blown away by the 

commitment of these students to the 

ways of peace - even through the path 

ahead appears so difficult.     

 In the afternoons, we joined youth 

from IBE and some university  
                               (continued on page 2) 
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Experiencing El Salvador (continued) 
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The other half of our group assisted a group 

of students from Emmanuel School in 

planting trees back in San Salvador.  After 

finishing up our painting project at Cal Pipil, 

we had a special celebration at the school 

with recreation, songs, and a beautiful cake.  

We concluded our time in El Salvador that 

fun night at a Pupusaria. 

 This article gives you a good overview of 

what we did on this trip - but it doesn’t 

scratch the surface of what we learned.  Each 

night, we gathered in a circle and debriefed 

together what we had seen and heard.  On one 

night, we shared for an hour and forty 

minutes before we had to call time!  On 

August 14, the youth from Watts Street will 

share their personal reflections from this trip 

during the morning worship service.  We look 

forward to telling you more about the people 

we met, the lessons we learned, and the ways 

we experienced God in El Salvador! 

 

 

students for some painting projects at Cal Pipil, 

a youth center sponsored by IBE.  The youth 

center offers classes in music, computers, 

cooking, filmmaking, etc., and is a life line for 

youth who would otherwise be pulled into gang 

activity or hopelessness.  One of the most 

dramatic experiences of our week came on 

Tuesday afternoon when Antony, a young man 

we had befriended and work alongside at Cal 

Pipil, shared his personal story. It was 

devastatingly sad but helped us put a face to the 

“reality” that exists in El Salvador and helped us 

better understand the mission of Cal Pipil and 

IBE. 

 On Wednesday, half of our group traveled to 

Alegria, the small community near Suchitoto 

where Watts Street financially sponsors students 

each year.  We were amazed to see how this 

community which has so little can provide for 

one another so beautifully - especially through 

their gardens - and offer such hospitality to us.  

 

The 

El Salvador 

Team  

 

Front:  Paula Januzzi-Godfrey.  Row 2: Georgia Chotas, Marco Hovey, Emily Holloway, 

Lilly   Lehman, Darby Heflin, Clark Godfrey.  Row 3: Hope Durack, Kira Arges, Aria 

Oliver, Kelly Sasser, Evelyn Ritz, Grey Lehman, Joe Heflin, Addison Oliver, John Oliver 
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Update on HELP  
 

  
 

 HELP (Health Equipment Loan 

Program) launched and began 

operations from the Scrap Exchange site 

as scheduled, on January 5, 2016. About 

200 donations were expected; however, 

the total was 467 items by the end of 

June. It was initially anticipated that 

there would be approximately 175 

individual borrowers but we actually 

had 131 individuals, as more borrowers 

than expected required several pieces of 

equipment. Surplus items from our 

inventory were transitioned to local 

clinics and organizations, including 

Triangle Orthopedics. The HELP flyer 

was integrated into the Duke database, 

making it available for print with 

discharge instructions at the hospital 

and affiliated clinics. Durham area 

senior and assisted living communities, 

churches, and civic organizations 

welcomed HELP’s ambassador team to 

speak and spread the word that “HELP 

is here”. 

 HELP’s temporary site does not 

allow for presentation of the equipment, 

shopping or browsing. In addition, 

limited storage prevents the acceptance 

of frequently requested larger items like 

medical beds, lifts and lift chairs. The 

HELP staff facilitates direct donations for 

those larger items through social work 

contacts. The large storage containers 

used to hold the equipment are 

significantly susceptible to changes in 

temperature. Volunteers faced frozen 

locks in the winter and extreme heat in 

the summer, and occasionally have to 

transport equipment from storage to the 

storefront during heavy rains.  Moving 

forward will likely include a change of 

location. The preference is to continue to 

share space with the Scrap Exchange, but 

to occupy a space that will allow for 

indoor storage.  

 It has been a truly enlightening 

experience to see the extent of need 

among Durham County residents, 

whether due to unexpected, temporary 

need or hardship or insufficient insurance 

coverage.  The variety of available 

equipment and each item’s various forms 

have helped residents of all ages and 

income circumstances, from a child 

needing crutches or a senior needing a 

walker, to a college student needing a 

wheelchair for just one day, so that his 

grandmother could attend his graduation. 

 HELP continues to need volunteers 

and special equipment donations (knee 

walkers, oversize wheelchairs and 

walkers, and tub transfer benches).  For 

more information contact Anne Drennan 

at adrennan@projectaccessdurham.org or 

(919)489-2942.  Connect on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/helpdurhamnc, 

explore the HELP website at  

http://projectaccessdurham.org/HELP/, or 

follow on Twitter @durhamHELP.  
  
 

HELP continues 

to need 

volunteers and 

special 

equipment 

donations 
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First Friday 

volunteer sign-up 

sheet is on the 

Missions Bulletin 

Board. 

Reality Daytime Comes to Watts Street 

 

nute for Mission and Mission Baskets 

Report 

 

- Life Skills  

- Bible Study 

- Lunch 

- Break-out Groups (everyone will pick 

a group to be a part of based on their 

interests)  

- Clean Up Time 

 Hosting Daytime at WSBC will also 

provide the congregation with 

opportunities to get more involved with 

Reality Ministries.  Some ways you can 

join in without even leaving the church 

building are: (1) volunteer to be present 

with and assist the group for part (or all) 

of the day on Fridays, (2) volunteer to 

help cook lunch for the Reality group, (3) 

lead the group in an activity that you love 

(yoga, music, etc.) or 4) teach a particular 

skill (knitting, magic tricks, etc.).  The 

Reality Ministries Mission Group 

especially welcomes help with providing 

lunch on the first Friday of every month; a 

sign-up sheet is on the Missions Bulletin 

Board in the hallway behind the 

sanctuary.  And if Friday is not a good 

day for you to volunteer, you can join the 

Daytime group at the Reality Center on 

any other day of the week (Monday-

Thursday).  

 If you have questions about Daytime 

at Watts Street on Friday or about 

partnering with Reality Ministries in  

other ways,  please  contact Cari     

Furiness at cs.furiness@gmail.com or 

Elizabeth  Houston  at 

elizabeth.realityministries@gmail.com. 
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 This Fall Watts Street Baptist 

Church will deepen its partnership 

with Reality Ministries.  Over the 

past year, Reality Ministries has 

grown in numbers of participants, 

and many friends interested in 

Reality’s Daytime have been put on a 

waiting list.  In September, WSBC 

will help Reality welcome more 

friends by hosting the first off-site 

Daytime. 

   Daytime is a dynamic program 

that offers a variety of enriching 

activities centered on community and 

personal growth.  A day might 

include life skills, music, art, yoga, 

trips around the community, and 

(always) a delicious lunch.  Daytime 

takes place every weekday from 

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., and Reality 

participants may sign up to attend up 

to two days of Daytime per week.  

 Starting September 9
th

, the same 

group of approximately 30 Reality 

friends, volunteers, and staff will 

gather every Friday at WSBC.  Each 

day will include the following 

activities:  

- Circle Time (an opportunity to 

check in and get to know each 

other) 

- Community Service Groups 

(everyone will get to pick a non 

profit or service opportunity 

ranging from packaging pet food 

at Meals on Wheels to playing 

Bingo at the nursing home) 

Mission Baskets:  The Mission Baskets, located in the side foyer and the 

fellowship hall, collect school supplies for teachers and students in Durham Public 

Schools.  Crayons2Calculators serves the educational and creative needs of 

students in the Durham Public Schools by providing free school supplies to 

teachers.  For more information, contact Susan Brooks,  susan.brooks@dpsnc.net. 
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Environmental 

Contact: Greg Palmer 

senorpalmer@gmail.com 

Habitat for Humanity of 

Durham 

Contact: Steve Booth 

Phone: 477-1843 

spbooth@mindspring.com 

AIDS Care Team 

Contact: Greg Palmer 

senorpalmer@gmail.com 

Hannah Ministry 

Hannah.ministry.wsbc@gmai

l.com 

Durham CAN 

Contact: Bob Kruhm 

Phone: 544-3719 

rkruhm@nc.rr.com 

Childcare Initiative 

Contact: Amy Rublein, 

Chuck Clifton 

arublein@mindspring.com 

cliftonc@gmail.com 

El Salvador 

Contact: Clark Godfrey 

Phone: 490-8435 

cgodfrey24@aol.com 
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IHN Mission Team Becomes the FMF Team 

 
 Watts Streeters were among the 

first volunteers to serve homeless 

families this summer through the 

new Families Moving Forward 

(FMF), the result of the merger of 

longtime nonprofits Durham 

Interfaith Hospitality Network and 

Genesis Home. 

  Since July 1, Families Moving 

Forward has been offering a 

temporary home to families in the 

renovated Genesis Home location on 

Queen Street, helping them gain 

permanent housing quickly.  FMF 

will then support families for a year 

with services that improve stability 

and self-sufficiency. 

  Beyond the story of the merger 

itself is the vision to end family 

homelessness. Approximately 80-

100 families need emergency shelter 

each year in Durham, and Families 

Moving Forward shelters 21 families 

at a time for up to three months. 

Breaking the cycle of homelessness 

is the ultimate goal for the families, 

and for Durham.  NCSU’s 

Philanthropy Journal called the 

merger “a success story for 

Durham’s families.” Read more 

at http://bit.ly/2aCIBfH. 
 

 FMF families are attending 

evening programs led by 

volunteers on topics such as 

financial literacy, nutrition and 

health, and workplace 

communication, and the services 

for children are ongoing. Watts 

Street members who joined our 

partners at Duke Memorial United 

Methodist and The Shepherd’s 

House UMC helping with dinner 

hosting and as child programming 

volunteers during the week of July 

25 were Amie Gray and daughter 

Jane, Kirsten Kruhm and son 

Braxton, Stuart Wells and Mack 

Wilkins.  Renovation support 

came from Ken Rhoads and Ilse 

Styles, John Lehman, and Bob 

Jackson, working on the Watts 

Street on Mission Day. 

  For further information about 

how you can get involved in 

Families Moving Forward, please 

contact Stuart Wells (stuart. 

wells@duke.edu) or Stella Smith 

(stellapsmith@frontier.com), FMF 

liaisons, or Elizabeth Forshay 

(Elizabeth.Forshay@unchealth. 

unc.edu), a FMF board member 

and its treasurer this year. 
 

Missions Committee:  2016-2017 Missions Committee Members include: 

Paula Januzzi-Godfrey, Chair,   Juliana Caldwell, Marcie Fisher-Borne, 

Kirsten Kruhm, Jenny Leinbach, Bill McCraw, Allyn Meredith, Amy Sauls, 

Joy Turner and April Walton.  Please feel free to contact any of the members 

for more information about Watts Street’s Missions. 
 

“Beyond the story of 

the merger itself is the 

vision to end family 

homelessness.” 

mailto:Elizabeth.Forshay@unchealth

