
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord of the excluded, 

Open my ears to those I would prefer not to hear. 

Open my life to those I would prefer not to know, 

 Open my heart to those I would prefer not to love, 

And so open my eyes to see where I exclude you. 

-Iona community 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

AUGUST 28, 2016 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

AUGUST 28, 2016 

THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Introduction of First Graders and Presentation of Bibles – Esther Soud Parker 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude:  “Basse de Trompette” (Suite IV in G Major) .................. Jean-François Dandrieu 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   People of God—Arise.  Lift your hearts.  Lift your eyes.  Lift your voices.  

People:   The living, moving Spirit of God has called us together—in witness, in 

celebration, in struggle. 

Minister:   People of God—Arise.  Reach out toward each other.  

People:   Our God reaches out toward us!  Let us worship God!   

*Hymn 622:  “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” ....................................... CWM RHONDDA 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  Confident in God’s abundant grace, we make our confessions, first in silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  Holy God, we confess our desire for places of honor.  We confess 

that this attitude is born of buying into the values of our society.  We admit the poverty 

of soul and the insecurity such behavior reveals.  We know that though we look to 

others for affirmation, our only true security lies in you.  Forgive us, O God, and make 

us anew.  Amen. 

___________________________________________ 

* If able, please stand.  No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer — Diane Eubanks Hill 

COMMITTING TO CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

*A Litany of Dedication (see insert) 

*Hymn 324:  “Your Words to Me Are Life and Health” .......................... WINCHESTER OLD 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Psalter:  Psalm 112:1-9 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel:  Luke 14:1, 7-14 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon:  “Status Re-envisioned” — Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 
May our lives be a feast: the spirit of Jesus in our midst, the work of Jesus in our hands, 
the spirit of Jesus in our work.  –From the song “Unser Leben” 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:  Generous God, remind us that you call us to extend radical hospitality.   

People:  Take these gifts and help use them to make our world a place of true 

acceptance and abounding joy.  

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem:  “O, My God, Bestow Thy Tender Mercy” ................Giovanni Battista Pergolesi 

O my God, bestow Thy tender mercy.  Blot out my transgressions; cleanse my 

sin.  Bestow Thy love.  Hear me, restore me; O hide Thy face from all my sin.   

Restore the joy: forgive me, uphold me, O God hear me.  I cry to Thee.  Hear 

Thou my prayer.  Cast me not away.  Take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  My 

mouth shall show forth Thy praise.  (from Psalm 51) 
*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 687:  “In Christ There Is No East or West”  ............................................... ST. PETER 

Service of Sending for Dick and Helen Louise Bowser 

Minister: May God’s blessing be upon you, Dick and Helen Louise, for you have been 

with us.  We have been with you.  We have been one in God’s spirit.  As you 

have shared yourself with us, we send you forth daring you to share again.  As 

you have loved and been loved, we send you forth to love again.  As you have 

served us and we you, we send you forth willing to serve and be served. 

People: Go in grace:  God’s grace has supported you here, it will support you there.  

Go in peace:  the peace Christ left, not that of the world.   

 Go in love:  God loves you, we love you. 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude:  “Chaconne” ..................................................................................Louis Couperin 
 

 
 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 

CHURCH STAFF:  Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Interim Director of Children’s 

Music Ministries; Diane Eubanks Hill, Minister with Adults; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with 

Children and Their Families; Troy Pickens, Interim Youth Choir Coordinator; Kelly Sasser, Minister with 

Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Interim Director of Music 

Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

   



 

A LITANY OF DEDICATION 

 

Leader:   We come this day to dedicate ourselves anew to the 

educational ministry of this church. 

Congregation: We give thanks for faith nurtured and nourished in this 

church. 

Leader:   We give thanks for our teachers, all who love us, all who 

challenge and nurture us, and all who guide us in growing 

and learning; all who themselves are challenged to grow and 

learn; and all who support the teaching ministry of this 

congregation. 

Teachers:  We commit ourselves to this calling.  We invite God’s Spirit 

to equip and energize us for service.  

Leader:   Lord, give our teachers the capacity for discernment and 

wisdom.  May they create communities of shalom within 

their classes. 

Teachers:   We open ourselves to learn from those we teach.  We will 

meditate on God’s word, love generously, dream 

passionately, persevere boldly, and share the stories of the 

faith. 

Congregation: Help us to affirm and support our teachers in educational 

ministry. 

All:  God, we remember our role as lifelong learners and seekers 

of the faith.  Be with all – children, youth, and adults – who 

will participate this year in our Sunday School.  Bless our 

times of study so that we may grow in faith.  Bless our times 

of community so that we may live as your children in this 

covenant community.  Bless our times of prayer and worship 

so that we may be enriched in our spirits and go forth to 

serve all people and creation.  Amen. 


