
Praise God with 
 

 …trumpet sound 
 

 …lute and harp 
 

   …tambourine and dance 
 

   …strings and pipe 
 

    …clanging cymbals 
 

      …loud clashing cymbals! 
 

 from Psalm 150 
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

AUGUST 21, 2016 

THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

A SERVICE OF HYMNS 
 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Bringing the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude:  “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” ............................................... Gerald Near 

Minister: Come, let us sing to the Lord;  

 Let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.   

People: Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving 

 And raise a loud shout to God with psalms. 

*PRAISING GOD 

Hymn 18:  “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” .................................... OLD HUNDREDTH 

Minister: Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
 Let all the peoples praise you. 

People: The earth has brought forth her increase; 

 May God, our own God, bless us. 

Minister: May God bless us. 

 And may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of God. 

Hymn 618:  “How Firm a Foundation” ........................................................... FOUNDATION 

Minister: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all ye lands. 

People: Serve the Lord with gladness: come before God’s presence with singing. 

_______________________________________________________ 

*If able, please stand. 

No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices. 



 

 

 

Minister: Know that the Lord is God: it is God who has made us and not we 

ourselves; 

People: We are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture. 

Minister: Enter into God’s gates with thanksgiving, and into God’s courts with 

praise; be thankful to God, and bless God’s holy name. 

People: For the Lord is good.  God’s mercy is everlasting, and God’s truth 

endures to all generations.  (Psalm 100) 

DEDICATION OF A CHILD  

BECOMING A PRAYING COMMUNITY 

Minister: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 

People: Let us have no anxiety in anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let our requests be made known to God. 

Hymn 586:  “Open My Eyes, That I May See” ............................................ OPEN MY EYES 

Confessions in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  Holy God, you promise us a life full of blessing, but we do 

not always believe.  You incite us to hope, but we fall back into fear.  You urge us 

to give freely, but we cling to what we have.  You call us to watch at all times for 

you, but we grow lazy and self-absorbed.  Forgive us.  Increase our hope, enlarge 

our hearts, and keep us alert to the wonders you work in the world every day.  For 

the sake of Jesus we pray. Amen. 

Words of Assurance  

 People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer 

Hymn 619:  “My Life Flows On” ...................................... HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING 

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament:  Jeremiah 1:4-10 (from The Message)  

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel:  Luke 13:10-17 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 



Homily:  “Blessing” – Diane Eubanks Hill 

“We need to remember to bless the life around us and the life within us….When we 

remember we can bless life, we can repair the world.” 

 —Rachel Naomi Remen, My Grandfather’s Blessing 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Receiving of Gifts 

Offertory Anthem:  “Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen” ................. arr. Robert Millett 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

*Invitation to Membership 

*Hymn:  “Bless Now, O God, the Journey” (see insert) ....................... sung to LANCASHIRE 

Sounding a Call for the Chancel Choir 

Benediction Hymn 431:  “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” .................. AR HYD Y NOS 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude:  “Lord God, We All Praise Thee” .............................................. Johann Pachelbel 

 
 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin, 

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366 

www.wattsstreet.org 

 

 



 

 

 
 

BLESS NOW, O GOD, THE JOURNEY 

Tune: sung to LANCASHIRE 

 

Bless now, O God, the journey that all your people make, 

the path through noise and silence, the way of give and take. 

The trail is found in desert and winds the mountain round, 

then leads beside still waters, the road where faith is found. 

Bless sojourners and pilgrims who share this winding way; 

your hope burns through the terrors, your love sustains the day. 

We yearn for holy freedom while often we are bound; 

together we are seeking the road where faith is found. 

Divine eternal lover, you meet us on the road. 

We wait for lands of promise where milk and honey flow, 

but waiting not for places, you meet us all around. 

Our covenant is written on roads, as faith is found. 

 

Words: Sylvia Dunstan  

 
 

 

 

 

 


