
Blessing for the Raising of the Dead 
 

This blessing 
does not claim 
to raise the dead. 
 
It is not so audacious 
as that. 
 
But be sure 
it can come 
and find you 
if you think yourself 
beyond all hope, 
beyond all remedy; 
if you have 
laid your bones down 
in your exhaustion 
and grief, 
willing yourself numb. 
 
This blessing 
knows its way 
through death, 
knows the paths 
that weave 
through decay 
and dust. 
 
And while this blessing 
does not have the power 

to raise you, 
it knows how 
to reach you. 
 
It will come to you, 
sit down 
beside you, 
look you 
in the eye 
and ask 
if you want 
to live. 
 
It has no illusions. 
This blessing knows 
it is an awful grace 
to be returned 
to this world. 
 
Just ask Lazarus, 
or the Shunammite’s son. 
Go to Nain 
and ask the widow’s boy 
whether he had 
to think twice 
about leaving the quiet, 
the stillness; 
whether he hesitated 
just for a moment 

before abandoning the place 
where nothing could harm 
or disturb. 
 
Ask the risen 
if it gave them pause 
to choose this life— 
not as one thrust into it 
like a babe, 
unknowing, unasking, 
but this time 
with intent, 
with desire. 
 
Ask them how it feels 
to claim this living, 
this waking; 
to welcome the breath 
in your lungs, 
the blood 
in your veins; 
to gladly consent 
to hold in your chest 
the beating heart 
of this broken 
and dazzling world. 
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

JUNE 5, 2016 

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

 El Salvador Team Presentation 

 Recognition of High School Graduates 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude:  “Salvation unto Us Has Come” (chorale) .................... Johann Philipp Kirnberger 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 

People:   I will praise the Lord as long as I live;  

I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 

Minister:   Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the 

Lord their God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 

them; who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the oppressed; 

who gives food to the hungry.  

People:   The Lord will reign forever, your God for all generations. Praise the Lord! 
Psalm 146 selected verses 

*Hymn 5:  “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” ....................................................... AZMON 

Youth Choir:  “Down by the Riverside” .... Spiritual, arr. Lon Beery and Pamela Perec Lee 
Gonna lay down my sword and shield; (Gonna ring out a song of joy);  

Down by the riverside, And study war no more. 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  Great and gracious God, for apathy, for meanness, for boredom, 

for pride, for judgment, for dismissal; for all those ways we hurt you by hurting each 

other and ourselves, forgive us.  Turn us around to you; heal us, and make us whole, 

we pray. Amen. 



Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer – Diane Eubanks Hill 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament:  1 Kings 17:8-24 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Meditation:  “Embodied Faith” – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 
What does it mean to trust the gospel?  It means that no failure is ultimate.  It means 

tomorrow is not dependent upon what happened yesterday.  It means that the future 

comes as God’s invitation to become.  –Willliam McElvaney 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   We bring these offerings because you love us and you love the world. 

Receive these gifts as our attempt to remind ourselves that we are not God, 

but that we can offer your hope for the world by sharing what we have.  

People:  Transform the money into food for the hungry, hope for the discouraged, 

and healing for those who suffer. Amen. 

Receiving Gifts 

Chancel Choir:  “Salvation unto Us Has Come” (Cantata 96) ......... Johann Sebastian Bach 

Interlude between Stanzas 2 & 3 by Johann Christoph Bach 

(see insert for words) 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation to the Table and the Words of Institution 

Receiving of the Bread and the Cup 

Please remain seated to receive the bread and the cup. 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation  

*Hymn 503:  “O Christ, the Healer” ................................................................ ROCKINGHAM 

Youth Choir:  “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)” ................. Jonas Myrin & Matt Redman 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude:  “Salvation unto Us Has Come” (variation) ................ Johann Philipp Kirnberger 
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Communion wafers that are free of gluten, wheat, casein, dairy, yeast, egg, soy, and nut 

are provided on each bread tray. 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 
CHURCH STAFF:  Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Interim Director of Children’s 

Music Ministries; Diane Eubanks Hill, Minister with Adults; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with 

Children and Their Families; Troy Pickens, Interim Youth Choir Coordinator; Kelly Sasser, Minister with 

Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Interim Director of Music 

Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Chancel Choir:  “Salvation unto Us Has Come” (Cantata 96) ......... Johann Sebastian Bach 

Interlude between Stanzas 2 & 3 by Johann Christoph Bach 

Salvation unto us has come 

By God’s free grace and favor; 

Good works cannot avert our doom, 

They help and save us never. 

Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, 

Who did for all the world atone; 

He is the mediator. 

Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 

And rests in Him unceasing; 

And by its fruits true faith is known, 

With love and hope increasing. 

For faith alone can justify: 

Works serve our neighbor and supply 

The proof that faith is living.  

 

All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

To the Father, Son, and Spirit. 

The God who saved us by his grace; 

All glory to his merit. 

O triune God in heav’n above, 

You have revealed your saving love; 

Your blessed name we hallow.    

      —Paul Spratus (1481-1551) 

 

 

Youth Choir:  “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)” ................. Jonas Myrin & Matt Redman 

arr. Lloyd Larson 
Bless the Lord, O my soul; worship his holy name.  Sing like never before, O my soul; 

I’ll worship your holy name.  The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning, it’s time to sing 

your song again.  Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me, let me be singing 

when the evening comes.  You’re rich in love and you’re slow to anger.  Your name is 

great and your heart is kind.  For all your goodness, I will keep on singing; ten thousand 

reasons for my heart to find.  And on that day when my strength is failing, the end draws 

near and my time has come; still my soul will sing your praise unending, ten thousand 

years forevermore! 

 

 

 


