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June 5 is Graduate Sunday at WSBC 

The Class of 2016:  

Ashley Boyette, Addison Oliver, Georgia Ritz, Rachel Sauls 

We honor our high school graduates with a special recognition during the morning worship service.  

Graduates, please bring your cap and gown and meet in the chapel at 10:45 a.m.  After the service, we’ll go out to 

lunch to celebrate!  Your families are invited to join us.  Congratulations on your accomplishments!  We are very 

proud of you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School  
Have U Herd? 

Sunday, June 12 (9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.), June 13-16 

(9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.)   

Join us for a “woolly” week of Bible stories, music, crafts 

and recreation. 

Registration is now open!  Information and registration 

forms are on the church website at www.wattsstreet.org 

or you can contact Esther Soud Parker at 

esther@wattsstreet.org.  There are also forms on the 

children’s table in the preschool hall. 

Join the VBS staff!  It takes many youth and adult 

helpers to make VBS a success.  If you can volunteer to 

help for any part of the week please contact Esther .  

July, August Eat Dessert First Events 
Two additional Eat Dessert 

First events are planned this 

summer following Sunday 

worship.  Enjoy cookies and 

lemonade, along with time 

for conversation.  Make 

connections with new folks, and strengthen existing 

friendships!  Thanks to our deacons for sponsoring these 

events.  The dates for the next two events are July 17 and 

August 28. 

Adult Ministries will offer two summer Forums for 

adults:  The Spiritual Child and Scriptures That Guide 

or Transform My Life.   

The Spiritual Child: Cultivating Space 

We live in an era where elements of the spiritual aren’t 

given a lot of value by the larger culture.  How do we at 

WSBC support each other as our children grow from 

infants to young adults?  How important is a spiritual 

life to our children and teenagers?  Parents, 

grandparents, aunts, uncles, Sunday School teachers and 

anyone who cares for children are invited to join 

Maggie Ellis Chotas for diving deep into how we can 

cultivate the spiritual lives of our children.  Lisa 

Miller’s book The Spiritual Child will serve as a guide 

and this Forum will include experts to guide us on this 

exploration. 

Scriptures That Guide or Transform My Life  

In The Good Book, preacher and theologian Peter 

Gomes wrote the following, describing his introduction: 

My apologie is an argument in favor of 

taking the Bible seriously, and it is 

addressed in part at least to those who 

either trivialize it or idolize it, and who 

thereby miss its dynamic, living, and 

transforming quality. 

In an effort to inspire and challenge us to delve into the 

Bible’s “dynamic, living, and transforming quality,” we 

offer this Forum.  Join us as the following offer 

reflections from the role of scripture in their lives: 

July 17:  Fran Langstaff, Laura Webb Smith, Jonathan 

Sauls 

July 24:  Pat Revels, Debra Freeman, Judy Berry 

July 31:  Mitch Heflin, Amy Armstrong, Bill Salyers 

Summer Forums:   
July 17, 24, 31, at 9:45 a.m. 
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News Briefs  

 
Special Called Church Meeting 
At the direction of the Church Council, a CALLED 

CHURCH MEETING will be held after worship on 

Sunday, June 26, in the sanctuary.  The 

sole purpose of the meeting is to elect 

members of a search committee to 

identify and recommend to the 

congregation a permanent Director of 

Music Ministries. 

From the Stewardship Committee 
A great many people seem to think that Judi and I have 

a lot more money than we do.  That’s the only way I 

can explain the surprising number of solicitations from 

charities and other organizations that flood our 

mailbox.  Just this week, the letters have come from 

the World Wildlife Fund, the Salvation Army, the 

Audubon Society, Heifer International, the National 

Park Service, Disabled American Veterans, and St. 

Jude Hospital.  So much need, so much guilt.  And 

then there’s...The Church. 

To whom will I give, and how will I prioritize the 

giving?  For me, the first choice is easy:  Watts Street 

is my spiritual home, my faith community, and the 

way by which I stay connected to the Kingdom of 

Heaven.  No matter what I give to the church, I know 

that the money will translate into good works and will 

spread out through the caring efforts of the ministers 

until it touches many, many lives, both within the 

congregation and beyond.  As for giving to other 

causes, Judi and I try to feel happy about the ones we 

do support and not guilty about the others.  It has taken 

years to get there. 

One Christian writer has framed the question like this: 

What are the things about this ministry that make it 

uniquely worth investing in instead of a thousand other 

good causes?  That’s a question worth pondering for 

any member of Watts Street Baptist Church. 

    — Daryll Powell 

Watts Street on Mission!  
At this writing, 150 Watts Street members and friends 

have signed up for this dynamic, intergenerational, 

congregation-wide, hands-on day of service on May 

21.  We will be cleaning a section of Ellerbe Creek, 

packing donations for the Diaper Bank, moving 

furniture and cleaning for Families Moving Forward, 

helping with a home build through Habitat for 

Humanity, preparing sandwiches for Meals on Wheels, 

singing with homebound friends, creating a liturgical 

banner for the Prison Ministry, painting and cleaning 

with Reality Ministries, making casseroles for Urban 

Ministries, assisting with voter education and 

registration through You Can Vote, assembling “Blast 

Off to Kindergarten” kits for Durham Public Schools 

children, stocking “blessing bags” for people who are 

homeless, making cards for homebound friends, and 

tying baby blankets for Welcome Baby.  Special 

thanks to our Support Team of Ginny Wiggins, June 

Perry, and Stella Smith for providing breakfast and 

lunch for all the volunteers.  What a great way to use 

our many gifts to serve God and neighbor!  

Wednesday Night Potlucks and Game 
Nights 
During the summer months we gather on the second 

Wednesday of each month – June 8, July 13, and 

August 10 – for a Potluck Game Night.  Bring a dish 

or two to share, and your favorite board game.  (Others 

will be provided.)  Thanks to Barbara and Dick Rumer 

for coordinating and setting up for these gatherings!  

June 12 Minute for Mission 
Urban Hope will present our Minute for Mission on 

Sunday, June 12th.  “Urban Hope is raising up 

generations of young heroes--who are beating the odds 

by the grace of God--through creating safe places in 

our neighborhood to grow together in wholeness.”  

Urban Hope provides many opportunities throughout 

the year to young people in the Walltown 

neighborhood and, in particular, Watts Street has 

helped them with their summer camp for many years.  

They are doing a great work in a neighborhood 

abutting ours and a neighborhood that is close to the 

hearts and work of the people of Watts Street.  Please 

be generous. 

Sign-up for Special Music this Summer 
Chancel choir is off for the summer as of June 19th.  If 

you would like to provide special music for Sunday 

services this summer there is a sign-up sheet on the 

bulletin board in the Choir room.  Deadline for sign-

ups is June 12.  Whether you play an instrument or 

sing, we are happy to have you!  Dates begin Sunday, 

June 26th through August 7th.  Once you pick a date 

please make sure you get music to Tom Bloom for the 

bulletin or if he needs to rehearse with you.  If you 

have any questions contact Melody Zentner or Tom 

Bloom. 

News Briefs (Continued on Page 3) 
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Flowers in Worship 
Flowers are needed in the Sanctuary each Sunday 

except the first Sunday of the month, Easter Day, and 

during Advent.  June 12 and 26 are available.  Sign up 

for a particular Sunday on the wall calendar in the 

receptionist’s office and fill out a slip with the 

information for the WS Weekly.  Call Sanders Florist to 

order your floral arrangement (919-286-1288). 

Special Durham CAN Session 
Durham CAN youth seek public school counseling 

accountability.  Watts Street members are invited to 

show their support for Durham CAN high school 

students who have organized to address equity issues 

related to DPS school counseling.  A special 

accountability session on reducing student/counselor 

ratios and other issues will be held on Wednesday, June 

15, from 6-7:30 p.m. at the Eno River Unitarian 

Universalist Fellowship on 4907 Garrett Road.  Youth 

and adult parents are welcome.  For information, 

contact Bob Kruhm (919-544-3719, email 

rkruhm@nc.rr.com). 

June Out & About 
Charlotte and Meredith Lundy 

will host Out and About at 6:30 

p.m. on June 18.  All are 

welcome at this monthly 

gathering of Watts Street’s 

LGBTQ members and their friends.  Bring food and 

drink to share.  For information call Gordon Whitaker 

(919-918-3658). 

June Mission Baskets 
The mission baskets, located in the side foyer and the 

Fellowship Hall, collect diapers for the Diaper Bank of 

North Carolina.  The Diaper Bank helps cash-strapped 

parents by providing diapers for their young children.  

Diapers are a big expense!  Please help by donating 

diapers of all sizes!  Questions?  See Susan Brooks (919

-730-7644). 

WSBC Fall Bazaar – Can You Help? 
The 39th annual Watts Street Fall Bazaar is set for 

Saturday, November 5!  If you are able to sew, make 

handmade craft items, donate artwork or photography, 

bake cakes or other sweet treats, or work the concession 

stand, we’d love to have your support.  Contact Jim 

Arges or Kelly Sasser with questions.  Proceeds support 

the Good Shepherd Window restoration and our Youth 

Summer Mission Experiences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WSBC Library  
The WSBC library needs someone to give ongoing time 

and energy to taking care of the books – cataloguing 

new books, reshelving books, etc.  If you’d consider 

giving a few hours a month to this task, at your 

convenience, please speak with Diane Eubanks Hill 

(diane@wattsstreet.org). 

Ministry Opportunity 
When a funeral home is not involved, we need one or 

two people to greet at memorial services.  Judy and 

Robert Berry have volunteered to coordinate this group.  

Several team members are needed.  Please contact 

Diane Eubanks Hill if you’d be willing to minister 

occasionally in this way. 

New Resource in the Library 
The book Though the Darkness Gather Round, edited 

by Mary Elizabeth Hill Hanchey and Erin McClain, is a 

collection of devotions about infertility, miscarriage and 

infant loss.  A copy of this book is now available for 

check-out from the WSBC library at 242.4 HAN. 

Reminder:   
Night Meetings in the Building? 
If your group meets in the church building at night, 

please be sure to turn out the lights in your room, as 

well as in the hallway, as you leave.  Be especially 

careful to turn the AC off.  Thanks for helping us make 

wise use of energy and money! 

(Continued from Page 2) 

June Worship Schedule 

Sunday, June 5 Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

     1 Kings 17:8-16, 17-24  

     Graduate Sunday 
 

Sunday, June 12 Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

     1 Kings 21:1-21a 
 

Sunday, June 19 Diane Eubanks Hill preaching 

     1 Kings 19:1-15a, Psalm 42,  

     Luke 8:26-39 
 

Sunday, June 26 Dorisanne Cooper preaching 

     2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 
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Calendar 

 

Wednesday, June 1 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee: The Letters 
 5:30 p.m. Children’s Musical Rehearsal and Dinner 
 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Friday, June 3 
 5:30 p.m. Children’s Musical Rehearsal and Dinner 
Sunday, June 5 — Graduate Sunday 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
 11:00 a.m. Worship–Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 
 4:00 p.m. Children’s Musical and Church 

Picnic 
 5:30 p.m. The Wattsies 
Monday, June 6 
 10:00 a.m. Sewing Group 
 1:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Adult Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, June 7 
 6:30 p.m. Children’s Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Wednesday, June 8 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Potluck Game Night 
 7:00 p.m. Reality Ministries Mission Group 
Thursday, June 9 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
 7:00 p.m. Information Technology Committee 
Sunday, June 12 
 9:45 a.m. All Ages Church School VBS Opening 

Celebration 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship–Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 12:15 p.m. Worship and Music Committee 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Group 
Monday, June 13 
 9:00 a.m. VBS (Vacation Bible School) 
 1:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Personnel Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Denominational Relations Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Faith Stretchers 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 

Tuesday, June 14 
 9:00 a.m. VBS (Vacation Bible School) 
 6:30 p.m. Watts Street Garden Club 
 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee 
Wednesday, June 15 
 9:00 a.m. VBS (Vacation Bible School) 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Youth VBS Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 

at El Rodeo 
Thursday, June 16 
 9:00 a.m. VBS (Vacation Bible School) 
 11:30 a.m. VBS Lunch and Closing Program 
Saturday, June 18 
 6:30 p.m. Out and About at the Lundys’ home 
Sunday, June 19 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
 11:00 a.m. Worship–Diane Eubanks Hill preaching 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Group at the home of Fran Langstaff 
Monday, June 20 
 10:00 a.m. Sewing Group 
 1:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Peace & Reconciliation Mission Group 
 7:00 p.m. Treasurers 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, June 21 
 7:00 p.m. Deacons 
Thursday, June 23 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
Sunday, June 26 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
 11:00 a.m. Worship–Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Group at the Lutz home 
Monday, June 27 
 10:00 a.m. Sewing Group 
 1:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:30 p.m. El Salvador Mission Group 
 7:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, June 28 
 6:30 p.m. Watts Street Garden Club 
 7:00 p.m. Church Council 
Wednesday, June 29 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting 

Note of Thanks 

Dear Watts Street Congregation, Thank you so much for the incredible support and kindness you all have shown 

our family!  As this is our first child, we were not exactly sure what to expect.  The meals, visits, and kind words 

(and prayers) saw us through our first month on this new journey.  We want to especially thank those who stopped 

by to bring us a homemade meal, Clay for helping to set up the meal plan, 

and Esther for getting us educated and started in the children’s ministry.  

Kyle and I look forward to introducing Bronson to Watts Street in the near 

future.  Thanks again for everything!          

        Much love, Kyle, Valerie, and Bronson Fox 
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Sunday Ministry Volunteers 
June 5 

Greeters: Emily Joiner, Rebeca Olmedo, Open 

Ushers: Sam Beasley, Robert Berry, Steve Ross,  

Alan Williams, Joe Gary 

Ministry Coordinator: Hope Durack 

Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Open, Dawn Eberhard 

Toddlers: Open, Kacey Reynolds Schedler, Georgia Chotas 

Preschool II: Open, Judi Powell, Emma Hitchings 

Preschool III: Maggie Chotas, Janie Judd, Kyle Nichols 

Lock up: Ken Rhoads 

Sound System: Evelyn Ritz 

June 12 

Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Juliana Caldwell, Open 

Ushers: Sam Beasley, Robert Berry, Steve Ross,  

Alan Williams, Joe Gary 

Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins 

Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Ginny Wiggins,  

Rebecca Viverette, Open 

Toddlers: Emily Joiner, Brian or Jenny Barrier, Open 

Preschool II: Billy Price, Open, Addison Oliver 

Preschool III: Ted McDaniel, Scott Job, Open 

Lock up: Alan Williams 

Sound System: Mike Killam 

 

 

 

June 19 
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson,  

Ilse Styles/Ken Rhoads 

Ushers: Sam Beasley, Robert Berry, Steve Ross,  

Alan Williams, Joe Gary 

Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 

Nursery: Shanessa Pride, John Rublein, Open, Open 

Toddlers: Wanda Burton-Crutchfield, Amie Koch,  

Evelyn Ritz 

Preschool II: Laura Webb Smith, Brian Crews, Joe Heflin 

Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Rob Womack, Open 

Lock up: Tim Cline  

Sound System: David Tatum 

June 26 

Greeters: Greg Palmer, Lisa & David Rhoades,  

David Goodman 

Ushers: Sam Beasley, Robert Berry, Steve Ross,  

Alan Williams, Joe Gary 

Ministry Coordinator: Amy Armstrong 

Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Anne Claire Broughton,  

Amy Sauls, Emily Holloway 

Toddlers: Elizabeth Forshay, Kristi Giemza, Open 

Preschool II: Matt Hanchey, Allyn Meredith, Open 

Preschool III: Elizabeth Sasser, Emily McCoy, Aria Oliver 

Lock up: Rob Damman 

Sound System: Eva Irmy 

Denominational Relations Committee 

 
 

Cooperative Baptists to assemble  
in Greensboro 

The big news among our Baptist partners this year is that 

the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF) general 

assembly is coming to Greensboro on June 22nd-24th.  

Special events this week include a Baptist Women In 

Ministry (BWIM) worship service and lunch and a 

Religious Liberty Council celebration of Brent Walker's 

career.  There is an optional prayer retreat (June 20-22) 

with Baptist legend Glenn Hinson.  You are invited to 

register and attend.  http://www.cbf.net/general-assembly/ 

 
 

 

2016 Year-to-Date Financial Report 
  Actuals 

thru 

Apr 30, 
2016 

Budget 
thru  

Apr 30, 
2016 

Ahead / 
(Behind) 

Budget 

Income 305,404 283,967 21,438 

Expenses 272,932 283,315 (10,383) 

Excess 
(Deficit) 32,473 652   
 

As of April 30th, we have received $21,438 more 

than we would expect at this point in the year to 

fully support our 2016 budget.  In this same period, 

we have spent $10,383 less than our budget would 

have indicated.  This is mostly a result of the 

prepayment of several large gifts that might have 

otherwise been paid throughout the year.  We have 

paid one third of our Missions budget during this 

same period thanks to these generous gifts. 
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Ninety and Over? 
Watts Street has 27 members who are 90 or over, or 

who will turn 90 this year!  With your 

permission, we’d like to celebrate with a 

notice in the WattsLine.  We can list the 

actual day and year, or we can simply say 

that on a particular date you will achieve 

another year beyond 90.  If you’ve not 

already responded, please contact Diane to give 

permission for us to celebrate with you! 

July 24 
Conversation for all interested in helping us stay 

connected with our homebound members.  Gather after 

worship in the Fellowship Hall for a snack lunch and an 

informal conversation.  Open to all ages. 

October 3-4 
Travel with your Watts Street friends to Jonesborough, 

TN to enjoy story-teller Donald Davis at the 

International Story Telling Center.  Watch for details.  

Offered by the Senior Adult Coordinating Council.  

Open to all adults. 

October 30 
On Sunday, October 30 – after worship – viewing of 

Atul Gawande’s video Being Mortal, followed by a 

conversation.  Offered by the Senior Adult Coordinating 

Council. 

Small Group Opportunities for Adults 
Weavings Group – Meets twice a month on selected 

Wednesdays from 10:30 – 12 noon to discuss article 

about Christian life and spirituality found in Weavings:  

A Journal of the Christian Spiritual Life.  Contact 

Blanche Williams (919-383-1932) for more information. 

Faith Stretchers – 2nd Monday of each month, 7:00 

p.m. in room 104-B for conversation based on a selected 

book, with the goal of encouraging spiritual growth and 

community.  The first focus book is The Wisdom of 

Jesus:  Transforming Heart and mind – A New 

Perspective on Christ and His Message by Cynthia 

Bourgeault.  New members are welcome.  Contact 

Debra Freeman (debra_cole_freeman@hotmail.com) or 

Anna Kirby (annasoprano@hotmail.com).  Open to new 

group members. 

Other Ongoing ‘Drop-In’ Groups for 
Adults 
Several ongoing groups are offered for Watts Street 

adults.  You may drop in on any of these groups at any 

time. 

 Men’s Breakfast gathers on Thursdays, June 9 and 

23, 7:15 a.m., Elmo’s Diner.  See Dick Chorley 

(rchorley@nc.rr.com, 919-286-1645) with questions. 

 The Art of Aging Gracefully, an ongoing 

conversation about the gifts and challenges of aging, 

gathers Thursdays, June 9 and 23, 10:30 a.m., room 

104-A.  Participants have opportunity to tell their 

stories and to hear the stories of others.  David May 

(919-493-2289) serves as coordinator. 

 Noon Book Club takes a break for the summer 

months, resuming on September 21.  See Emily 

McCoy with questions 

(emccoy@nc.rr.com). 

 Movie Matinees 

First Wednesday Movie Matinees 

continue, offered by the Senior 

Adult Coordinating Council, and 

open to all in room 102 at 1:00 

p.m.  Enjoy the movie, along with pop corn and 

soda, as well as time with your friends!  On June 1 

the movie will be The Letters, a look at the life of 

Mother Teresa through her letters. 

Adult Ministry News 

 

 

 

 

We invite you to celebrate WS seniors  

who have achieved the age of 90 or beyond!   

June birthdays:   
Nancy Hudson who turns 90 on June 21.  Her address is 2701 Pickett Road, Apt. 3012, 27705.   

Charles (Charlie) Johnson who turns 92 on June 22.  His address is A-347, 2600 Croasdaile Farm Pkwy, 27705.   

Rubyleigh Herndon, our oldest member, who turns 98 on July 2.  Her address is 7110 Massey Chapel R, 27713. 
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Children’s Ministry News  

 

Thank you!! 
On Sunday, May 15, the Children’s Education Ministry 

committee hosted a Children’s Volunteer Appreciation 

Breakfast.  Thanks to all who helped make this event a 

success – the food was yummy and we all enjoyed 

visiting and sharing a meal together.  Most of all we give 

thanks for our Volunteers!   

Children’s Musical and 
Church Potluck Picnic  
We gather on Sunday, June 5 at 

4:00 p.m. for the children’s 

musical, The Story-Tellin’ Man, 

followed by a church picnic on 

the grounds!  Join us as we 

remember Jesus’ stories about 

finding things that are lost and 

about caring for those who need our help – stories that 

tell us about God’s love.  The music is fun, the children 

are excited, and the food and fellowship will both be 

delicious!  Chicken and drinks are provided for the 

potluck.  Children have three more rehearsals (with 

dinner) on Wednesday, May 25 and Wednesday, June 1 

from 5:30 to 7:20., and on Friday, June 3 from 5:30 to 

7:30. 

Dayspring 
Our summer Sunday School, Dayspring, begins June 19.   

Children’s classes are combined in the summer with the 

overall theme Catch the Spirit from the Shine 

curriculum.  It takes many volunteers to teach our 

children over the summer months.  If you would like to 

volunteer in the classroom a few Sundays as a shepherd 

or a lead teacher please contact Laura Webb Smith or 

Esther Soud Parker or sign up on line at http://bit.ly/

WSBCsummer. 

Sunday School Teacher Openings 
There are several teacher openings for Sunday School 

beginning in September.  Please consider joining us in 

this vital ministry to our children.  Each age group has a 

teaching team which allows you to share the 

commitment with three other teachers, rotating Sundays 

throughout the year.  If you are interested in teaching 

Children’s Sunday School in Fall 2016/Spring 2017, 

contact Laura or Esther.  

Second Hour Ministry 
Do you like to rock babies?  Sing Jesus Loves Me? Push 

children in the swings on the playground?  We have 

openings in our Second Hour Ministry for the summer 

and the 2016/2017 church year.  Join us as we nurture 

our youngest each week during worship.  Contact Esther 

Soud Parker to volunteer.  

Vacation Bible School 
Join us for Vacation Bible School, 

June 12-16, and explore the theme 

Have U Herd?  This year’s VBS 

program is designed to capture 

children’s imaginations and give 

them the confidence to respond to God’s voice.  Fun 

mission activities, interactive Bible studies, and dynamic 

worship and music combine to connect children to the 

ways they can make a difference right now and learn to 

hear God’s call over a lifetime.  Invite friends and 

neighbors for this fun week together.  Registrations are 

online at www.wattsstreet.org or on the children’s table 

in the preschool hall.   

PASSPORTkids!  
On July 10-13, our 3rd – 5th graders travel to 

Spartanburg, SC to attend PASSPORTkids! summer 

camp with church friends.  The theme is This Wild 

Life.  For more information about the camp, go to 

www.passportcamps.org and click on children’s camps.   

Children’s Fall Retreat 
September 16-18 

Camp Willow Run, Littleton, NC  

Children in 3rd – 5th grades are invited to a weekend at 

Lake Gaston to explore Bible study, participate in 

worship, create interesting crafts, play games, swim, 

fish, canoe, etc.  We even sleep in train cars!  

Registration begins June 1.  Please contact Esther to 

reserve your child’s spot for this fun retreat! 

Save the Date 
June 1 & 3  Children’s Musical Rehearsal and Dinner 

June 5   Children’s Musical and Church Picnic 

June 12-16 Vacation Bible School – Have U Herd? 

July 10-13    PASSPORTkids! Spartanburg, SC 

Sept. 16-18 Fall Retreat - Camp Willow Run (3rd-5th 

graders) 

Nov. 12  CBFNC Children’s Mission Day 

A more detailed 2016 Children’s Ministry Calendar is 

online at www.wattsstreet.org. 
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Well Done, Mr. Carson!  Well Done! 
At the May 1 Spring Tea Party and Auction, we raised 

over $4,700 for our 2016 Youth Summer Mission 

Experiences!  Bravo!!!  Bravo!!!  Special thanks to all 

of our donors, bidders, food preparers, kitchen crew, 

decorators, and servers!  It was a huge success and such 

a fun, high-energy day…and all for a great cause! 

Thank You!  Thank You! 
 …to the fabulous team who helped serve at IHN on 

May 4.  We had a delicious meal with the families 

(including five beautiful and super sweet children).  

Thanks to each of you for sharing your time, 

energy, and love. 

 …to the amazing Margaret Mathes who has served 

as a Sunday night small group leader, retreat 

chaperone, and youth ministry volunteer with us for 

eight years.  Thank you so much for the gifts of 

laughter, insight, compassion, and patience you’ve 

shared with us over the years, Margaret! 

 …to all the parents and youth who shopped, 

cooked, served, and cleaned for the Spring Church 

Meeting lunch fund-raiser on May 15.  We raised 

over $750 for our Senior High trip to El Salvador! 

Sunday, June 5 is Graduate Sunday! 
High school seniors, we would like to honor you with a 

special recognition during the morning worship service!  

Please bring your cap and gown and meet in the chapel 

at 10:45 a.m.  After the service, we’ll go out to lunch 

and celebrate!  Your families are invited to come, too!  

Congratulations on your accomplishments!  We are 

very proud of you! 

You’re Invited to “The Wattsies!” 
All youth, parents, and youth ministry volunteers are 

cordially invited to the umpteenth annual Wattsie 

Awards/End of the Year Youth Ministry Celebration!  

The party starts at 5:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

(immediately following the Children’s Musical and 

Church Potluck Picnic).  Join us for a preview of our 

Summer 2016 activities, presentations of “Wattsie” 

awards, and a special tribute to the Class of 2016! 

Youth Group Summer 2016 World Tour 
On Sunday nights during the summer, our youth group 

goes on tour!  Each week we have youth group in a 

different home.  We meet from 5:00-7:00 p.m. with a 

light supper included.  Check your “Watts Happening!” 

email each week for locations and driving directions. 

June Service/Learning Opportunities 
 Sunday, June 12 through Thursday, June 16 – 

“Have You Herd?” VBS.  We need all the youth 

helpers we can get to make this event a success.  

Note: We’ll have a special appreciation dinner for 

all youth VBS volunteers on Wednesday night, June 

15 at El Rodeo in Brightleaf Square.  Meet there at 

5:30 and we’ll conclude by 6:45 p.m. 

 Wednesday, June 22 – Prepare and serve lunch for 

“Servants At Work” mission team.  Times TBA. 

PASSPORT 2016: “This Wild Life!” 
July 3-8 

Averett University, Danville, VA 

 If you missed the team meeting on May 11, please 

pick up the three forms hanging on Kelly’s office 

door (or print them out from the church website). 

 The cost for the trip (after fund-raising) is $177.  If 

you paid your $75 deposit, the balance due is $102.  

There is a $25 sibling discount. 

 Your medical form and the balance of your trip are 

due on or before Sunday, June 12.  Checks should 

be made out to Watts Street Baptist Church. 

 We’ll load up and leave right after church on 

Sunday, July 3 and return by 2:00 p.m. on Friday, 

July 8. 

Experiencing El Salvador  
with Emmanuel 
Senior high team reminders: 

 Apply for a Passport if you do not already have one 

 Talk with your doctor about immunizations 

 Sunday, June 5 – Team Meeting (7:00 pm)  

 Sunday, July 17 – Team Meeting (12:15 pm) 

 Trip dates: Friday, July 22 – Thursday, July 28 

Youth Ministry News 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH   --   “Every Member a Minister” 

CHURCH STAFF 
Sue Alexander Assistant Secretary 

Tom Bloom Organist 

Dorisanne Cooper Senior Minister 

Sherrill Figuera  Office Manager 

Mary Elizabeth Hanchey Interim Director of Children’s Music Ministries 
Diane Eubanks Hill Minister with Adults 

Esther Soud Parker Minister with Children and Their Families 

Troy Pickens Interim Youth Choir Coordinator 
Kelly Sasser Minister with Youth and Their Families 

Bobby Sturdivant Custodian 

Melody Zentner Interim Chancel Choir Director 
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From Dorisanne Cooper 
 

I’ve been thinking a lot lately about finish lines.  Believe it or not, I ran track in high school and college.  

So I know a thing or two about finish lines.  As in, you want to get there fast.  As in, having it in sight makes 

you run faster.  As in, speed up you’re almost there!  I mention this because having the end of June finish line in 

sight with my chemotherapy treatments, I’ve been challenged to think about all of this in some new ways.  

Because I can’t speed up for this finish line.  In fact, I need to do the opposite.  And the finish line itself, well, it 

won’t exactly be the end I might hope.  Oh, there’s no doubt it’ll be the end of the infusions.  Thank goodness.  

I never forget how lucky I am to know that this treatment is accomplishing what it is intended for.  Unlike many 

people I won’t have to wait on new scans at the end of this to find out if it has worked.  It’s a whole body 

treatment to wipe out any cancer cells that might have been lurking undetected.  But the intense nature of the 

regimen that accomplishes such a thing means that after it ends there will still be a slow recouping of energy, a 

slow re-growing of hair and taste buds, a slow return to life’s former pace.  In other words, as much as I would 

wish otherwise, July 1 won’t have me back at full speed and energy ready to go. 

So naturally as I was struggling a bit with accepting this, I then began to try and think about finish lines 

more broadly, specifically when it comes to faith.  Call it part of the job.  But I realized that I’m not sure I 

would describe a lot of things in the life of faith as really having finish lines.  Not that there aren’t endings.  But 

my hope is—my belief is—that those endings are often better described better as thresholds than finish lines.  I 

think there are thresholds that we cross when we move from a certain way of being, believing, even living, into 

new understandings, new ways of being, new life.  And yes, sometimes these transitions are gradual.  And 

sometimes we’re able specifically to mark them in time.  But what I also realized about thresholds is that they 

mark not just endings but new beginnings, new life.  Or perhaps life in a new way. 

So though I haven’t written much these months here in the newsletter about my experiences with all of 

this, I wanted to now.  Because I’ve been thinking about the end of June and the end of my treatments as more 

of a threshold than a finish line: A threshold back into a process that may start out more slowly than I’d like, but 

one that I’ll be welcoming as a marker to a new stage of life in this journey of church we’re traveling together.  

Your patience and love and compassion and care continue to astound me.  I’ll be holding them tight in the 

coming weeks and as this new threshold comes near. 


