
 

Risen Lord Jesus, 

as the rising sun 

baptizes trees and shrubs 

in rippling light, 

let me be baptized 

by your resurrection light. 
  

May I trust in you above all else, 

hope in you above all other goals, 

seek you in all things, 

find you in every situation, 

meet you among all people, 

know you over everything - 
  

And love you with adoration 

beyond 

beyond 

beyond all telling. 
    — Bruce Prewer 

 
 

APRIL 17, 2016 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

APRIL 17, 2016 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations  

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Andante religioso” (Sonata IV).............................. Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 

PRAISING GOD 

All: The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.   

 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:  

 He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness  

  for his name’s sake.  

 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no  

  evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:  

  thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 

  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  (Psalm 23) 

*Hymn 16:  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” ........................................ NETTLETON 

Children’s Choirs:  “Sing to the Lord” (from “The Story-Tellin’ Man”) ........ Ken Medema 

DEDICATING A CHILD AMONG US 



BECOMING A PRAYING COMMUNITY 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession  

People:  O God, we do not always live as if you are our shepherd.   

Minister: There are so many things that we do want.  Sometimes we want justice, and 

we are exhausted by the long, long arc of the universe, and we press on 

without grounding ourselves in your deep and abiding love. 

People:  We do not always live as if you are our shepherd.   

Minister: Sometimes we want cleaner houses and shorter commutes and happier 

families and fewer papers to sign and boxes to check and minutia to attend to, 

and we live in a state of chaos without grounding ourselves in your deep and 

abiding love. 

People:  We do not always live as if you are our shepherd.   

Minister:  So often we just want more: more clothes, more iTunes, more Legos, more 

books, more shoes, newer cars, more donuts, and we fill our lives with 

wishes or with stuff without grounding ourselves in your deep and abiding 

love. 

People:  We do not always live as if you are our shepherd.   

Minister: Sometimes we are afraid, and sometimes we cannot be comforted. 

People:  We do not always live as if you are our shepherd. Forgive us.  Help us listen 

to your voice.  

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God.  

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer – Mary Elizabeth Hanchey 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Psalter: Psalm 23:  “The Lord Is My Shepherd”........................................ G. A. MacFarren 

Chancel Choir 

New Testament:  Acts 9:36-43 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 



Sermon:  “Death Becomes Her?” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence for Reflection 
If death is not the final word, then reality is not bound to what has been.  Reality is bound 
to God’s promise that all things are made new. In God’s new world order, it is possible 
to be a widow and prosperous rather than poor. It is possible to be self-possessed rather 
than powerless. It is possible to be an agent of ministry instead of an object of ministry.  

— Heidi Peterson 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   Whatever gift each of you has received, use it in service to one another, like 

good stewards dispensing the grace of God in its varied forms. 

People:   Abundantly we have received, freely let us give. 

Receiving of Gifts 

Handbells:  “Lead On, O King Eternal” ..........................................  arr. Barbara B. Kinyon 

*Doxology.......................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

O praise God, Alleluia!  Praise God above ye heav’nly hosts, 

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   

*Prayer of Dedication 

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

Invitation 

*Hymn 638:  “In the Bulb There Is a Flower”........................................................ PROMISE 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude:  “Allegretto” (Sonata IV) ....................................... Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 
 


